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PASTOR 'S PAGE: The Holly and the Ivy

The holly bears a blossom as white as any flow’r,
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to be our sweet Savior.
The holly bears a berry as red as any blood,
and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to do poor sinners good.

The holly bears a prickle as sharp as any thorn,

zt is go time for Christmas preparations. There are Christmas trees to decorate.
52 There are wreaths and garlands to hang. There are lights to string up and can-
dles to set out. And don’t forget the creche. There are also meals to plan, gifts to
buy, cards to send, and more. Sadly, our Christmas preparations can sometimes
become a source of stress rather than peace. They can become a distraction from
the comfort and joy of what we are preparing to celebrate.

But what if instead of becoming a distraction, our preparations helped
point us to Jesus? What if our decorating in particular helped serve as a reminder
of the true source of peace, comfort, and joy? The traditional English Christmas
carol “The Holly and the Ivy” is a good example of how this can work. Ivy, a sym-
bol of femininity going back to medieval times, represents Mary in the carol. The
central verses go on to describe a characteristic of holly which correlates to Jesus
and his saving work. The white flowers point to his saving grace, which purifies
us. The red berries point to the blood he shed for us to save us from our sin. The
sharp prickles point to the crown of thorns he wore as our Redeemer King. The
cheerful melody prevents this from becoming a solemn Lenten reflection. Instead,
it focuses us on the joyful benefits of what Christ has done for us.

The same idea can be brought to many other traditional Christmas decora-
tions. Evergreens, whether trees or wreaths or garlands, are a symbol of eternal
life. Lights, whether in the form of simple candles or elaborate outdoor displays
influenced by the Griswold school of exterior illumination, can be seen as a sym-
bol of Jesus as the light of the world, the light shining in the darkness, the light no
darkness can overcome. A prominently displayed creche, or other depictions of the
Nativity around the house, speaks for itself. If we bring a little prayerful attention
to our decorating, this part of our preparations can become a devotional exercise
rather than a distraction.

The theme for our midweek Advent services this year will be “Every
Heart Prepare.” On each of our three Wednesdays in Advent we will look at a tra-
ditional Christmas decoration — evergreens, lights, and the creche — and unpack
how they point us to Jesus. We will also have free “Every Heart Prepare” devotion
books to help you focus on the theme throughout the week. These devotions are
geared towards all ages, so can be enjoyed by older individuals and young families
alike. We will carry this theme into our Youth & Family Gathering on December
7 as well, where we will make candles, have a Bible study on light, and distribute
an “Every Heart Prepare” children’s book. I hope you will make these gatherings a
priority as together we prepare not only our homes, but also our hearts.

As we prepare our sanctuary, look for holly to show up in our decorating.
We have a couple of holly farms right here on Whidbey Island which we will be
using to source some special décor for the Advent and Christmas season this year
at OHLC. We will be singing “The Holly and the Ivy” each Wednesday as part of
our midweek Advent services, so it will provide a nice visual to the merry melody
and meaningful lyrics of this classic, Christ-centered carol.

Don’t let your Christmas preparations become a distraction from the
peace, comfort, and joy of what we are preparing to celebrate. Let the holly and
the ivy help you see all your decorations as signs pointing you to Jesus, who came
at Christmas to be our sweet Savior and to do sinners good.

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 2025
Midweek Advent Services & Soup Suppers

M idweek worship services will be held
on Wednesdays at Noon and 6:00pm
during the season of Advent. Our theme
will be “Every Heart Prepare,” which will
encourage us to see how various symbols of
the season we encounter in our preparations
point us to Christ. (See “Pastor’s Page” for
more details on the theme.) Soup suppers
will follow.

Midweek Advent Services:
Noon & 6pm, soup suppers following

December 3: Evergreens
December 10: Lights
December 17: The Creche

Take some time out of the hustle and bustle to gather for wor-
ship, fellowship, and a warm bowl of soup. Prepare your heart and not
just your home.

YOUTH & FAMILY ADVENT SPECTACULAR!
Sunday, December 7, from 4pm-6pm

fg ur Advent-themed gathering will include a rolled candle craft, a brief,
2 intergenerational Bible Study with Pastor Jeff, tater tot hot dish for
dinner, and our annual hot chocolate bar. Bring your Bibles and join us for
a fun afternoon of faith, food, and fellowship. All ages are welcome!

A free Advent devotional for families
will be handed out, along with a book
for younger kids!

VISIT THE SHARING TREE!

4 hroughout the month of December our Sharing Tree will be on

display in the narthex, decorated with tags. Each tag includes a
gift suggestion for someone in need. These needs have been gath-
ered from Josephine Home in Stanwood, El Camino de Emaus in
Burlington, and from our local community on Whidbey Island.
- Check out page 14 for all the instructions.

Thank you for helping our friends in need this Christmas!
If you would like to get involved in this ministry and help it continue
please contact Skip or Judy Lycksell.

.*_
CHRISTMAS WORSHIP SCHEDULE (), Cg'}w\
(g ol

Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve

Share the joy of Christmas! Invite your
family, friends, and neighbors to join us for
worship this Christmas!

4:00pm: Family Worship Service (nursery provided)
Featuring the Sunday School Christmas Program

7:00pm: Traditional Service (nursery provided)
Service will be livestreamed for those who are ill or homebound

10:00pm: Traditional Service (no nursery available)

Thursday, December 25™: Christmas Day
10:00am: Worship Service

N\~

The Sunday School Christmas program will be presented as part of
the 4 PM worship service on Wed. Dec. 24. Rehearsals are held during
SS class time on Dec. 7, 14, & 21. Program participants, please meet in
the fellowship hall on the 24th at 3 PM to get into costumes and have
(we hope) one more run-through in the sanctuary. Questions? Contact
Beth in the church office, 360-679-1561, beth@oakharborlutheran.org.




OHLC NEWS

_ . PASTOR SPENCER OUT-OF-TOWN DEC. 27-31

@ astor Spencer will be in Texas from December 27 through
December 31 for his son Luke’s formal, public wedding.

During this special family time he will not be receiving or re-

sponding to phone calls, texts, or emails. Pastor Laurie Johnson
will be leading worship on Sunday, December 28, and will be on call for
any pastoral emergencies while Pastor Spencer is away. Her number is in
the OHLC directory. You can also call the church office to be put in touch with
her. Thank you for your understanding!

YEAR-END GIVING: YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!
) fter a summer rally and some careful belt-tightening, we were running a
@@t surplus in our budget for a while, but alas, an autumn slump has us back
in a deficit. Our shortage at the end of October was $7,500. (Monthly financial
statements are always posted in the narthex.)

As we come to this season of giving, your church needs you. Your
year-end gifts will help us end the fiscal year with a positive balance and get
us off on the right foot in 2026.

We don't have pledge drives at OHLC. Our stewardship program consists of
fiscal transparency, open budgeting, and letting you know when we're getting
behind. We trust that the Lord will provide through you over these next few
weeks to keep our ministry going strong. Year-end gifts need to be received In
order to count towards your 2025 taxes, all financial contributions must
be received by the end of worship: Sunday, December 28.

OFFERINGS IN 2026: Make a Connection Card
note or contact Beth with your preferences by
December 7, 2025!

a3 oxed sets of numbered, paper envelopes will be

i) available for the coming year’s giving. If you give
regularly to OHLC using cash or checks, these envelopes
are extremely helpful for our offering counters ensuring that
your gifts go where you intend — to the general fund or a
specific designated account or monthly emphasis — and for OHLC’s
office manager, who records your giving for your coming year’s tax
records. Please let her know if you would like her to reserve a set of
numbered envelopes for you! Envelope sets will be available in the narthex in
mid-December. Please note that your number may be different from the
previous year.

Are you doing your giving online or through your bank? Please
contact Beth in the office. She will make sure you are assigned an offering
number to reflect that method of giving, which will also ensure accuracy in
your copy of the year-end report.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY

LIFE IN HIS NAME
A Study of the Gospel of John

he adult Bible study class meets on Sunday

mornings in the church library from
9:15-10:15. We are currently doing an in-depth
study of the Gospel of John. Towards the end of his
gospel, John tells us why he wrote it: “so that you
may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.’
As we make our way through this gospel, we are taking one chapter each
week, looking  specifically at how Jesus gives us life. Reading the
chapters ahead of time is encouraged but not required. Here’s our sched-
ule for December. Please note we will be taking a break on December 28
and January 4.

’

December 7
December 14

December 21
December 28

John 13: A New Life of Loving Service
John 14: The Way, the Truth, and the Life

John 15: The Life-Giving Vine
NO CLASS

Saturday, January 3: Twelfth Night party

Plan on joining us on Saturday, January 3, at 6 PM
for an elegant evening of food, fellowship, and

entertainment. Save the date! More details will be announced soon!

Semi-annual Meeting set for January 18, 9:15 AM
Mark your calendars for our semi-annual meeting! All voting members of
Oak Harbor Lutheran are encouraged to attend as we consider our
congregational budget for 2026 and attend to other items of business.
An agenda for the meeting will be made available by Sunday, January 11.
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DO YOu LKE Music?
CAN YOU COUNT TO 47
CAN YOU SWIiNG AN ARM OR TWO?

IF YOU ANSWERED YES TO THE ABOVE, THEN YOU CAN
BE A MEMBER OF OUR JUBILATE BELL CHOIR!

WE WOULD LOYE TO HAVE YOU JOIN OUR GROUP IN
JANUARY 2026.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT
RON ERNST,

(360)673-6616, ERNIEOZZ0@MSN.COM

YOUR GIFT OF FLOWERS:
PRICE INCREASE FOR 2026

W e wish to inform the congregation that the cost of providing altar flowers

W is increasing. This is the first increase in price in several years and is due
9) to rising costs from our florist, a trend reflecting global supply chain pressures
and general inflation on cut flowers and supplies.

k ’ Effective January 1, 2026, the new cost to sponsor an altar flower
arrangement will be $50 for Chancel flowers and $40 for Organ flowers

Sponsoring the altar flowers is a wonderful way to honor a loved one,

celebrate a special occasion, or give thanks to God. Your dedications

are an important part of our worship and helps beautify the sanctuary
- each week.

When signing up for your chosen date on the flower calendar
| (located on the wall next to Pastor’s office), please keep the
new price in mind. Thank you for your understanding and
=== for sponsoring fresh flowers to the glory of God
____ for our worship services.
<] Call Peg Fosnaugh, 360-929-1653,
Il Z oif you have any questions.

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
A Ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

his November His Kids Preschool students spent time learning about nutrition
topics including the different food groups (Grains, Fruits, Vegetables, Proteins,

Dairy) and the importance they have in feeding our

growing bodies. Students will also practice this while dh@
Vegetables

much about the ins and outs of grocery stores, includ-

ing how food gets to the store, how it is stored safely,

visiting Grocery Outlet for their field trip this month on
the 25th. His Kids is thankful to the Lopez family for

how it is displayed in the store, and the importance of working as a team to keep
things running and a community fed.

hosting our field trip this month. Students learn so

November also brings the class into our unit about thankfulness. Students
and families bring in non-perishable food for donation to the food bank. These dona-
tions provide support for local individuals and families to be used during this busy
holiday season. As the non-perishable items come in students will help to sort our
donations into the proper food groups.

We asked the students to finish this sentence—My heart is thankful for:

Maverick: eating treats and apples and candy
Brian: trees and the sun and glue sticks
Runa S.: playing with my family
Dallas: leaves changing color

Runa H.: God giving us food

Colton: apples on our trees

Rylee: circle time

Fenway: playing
Luci: God

We hope you had a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday!
Ms. Jasmine, Ms. Elva, and Ms. Michelle

PRESCHOOL COMMITTEE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS!

H is Kids Preschool is in the process of establishing a Preschool Committee to help
guide decisions and develop long term plans for the preschool. Our director Jasmine
Hendricks is looking for 3-4 individuals that have backgrounds in teaching, parenting,
advertising, business or other similar areas. Time commitment for this committee would
include quarterly check-ins (1hr each), possible emails with questions when needed, and
volunteer hours during Preschool Sunday to help with cake and drink serving (1.5 hrs.).
If you have an interest in being a part of the Preschool Committee or have an individual
you would like to recommend, please email Jasmine at hiskidsprekohlc@gmail.com.



OHLC WOMEN

Opportunities for Fellowship, Study & Service

OUR BLANKET WORKSHOP IS ALIVE AND WELL!

n‘A‘.n ?s'zou’re invited to join, Tuesday & Wednesday, Dec. 2 & 3, 9:30
2 f: AM in the fellowship hall. We are always looking for new
B " B fyiends that enjoy sewing or would like to learn. Thank you!

CIRCLES IN DECEMBER

Deborah Circle will meet 3 Thursdays in December at 1PM in the
Library. All are welcome! Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey at
gaye@tobysuds.com

Dec 4 Grateful Gatherings, “Crossing Thresholds with Clarity &
Courage”

Dec 11 “Practicing Advent Imagination: Matthew’s dreams & Isaiah’s
visions, December Gather magazine

Dec 18 Annual Advent/Christmas Celebration, 1 PM, Gaye
Rodriguey’s home, (360)632-1579

Dec 25 Merry Christmas! No Meeting

Lydia Circle is making a change to meet the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays at
5:00 PM in the Prayer Room. We continue the book: Daniel: Spiritual Living
in a Secular World (LifeGuide Bible Series) by Douglas Connelly. All are
welcome! Contact Mary Brock at 360-672-8966 if you have any questions.
Dec 2 Chapter 4: Bow or Burn!, Daniel 3

Dec 16 Chapter 5: Our God Reigns!, Daniel 4

HOLIDAY BAZAAR APPRECIATION

A generous thank you to all those crafters & bakers wo donated to this year’s bazaar.
Also, a huge thank you to those who donated their time & strength to set up & break
down the whole thing! A special shout out to Natalie, Logan, Lucas, the 2 Daves, Rory,
Kelly and Leslie among many others. We couldn’t have had such a successful bazaar
without all of you. Year after year , OHLC has come through and all of us appreciate and
thank you; to the donators, to the helpers, to the buyers, thank you!

The funds raised will go towards Pastor’s emergency fund, community needs,
supporting other church ministries, and fellowship events. Continue to keep in your
prayers our circle and the bazaar remaining a successful annual event.

-Sheila & the other Lydia Circle ladies

LOVING OUR NEIGHBOR

“The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the
crushed in spirit.” (Psalms 34: 18, NRSVUE)

z recently visited Rancho La Hermosa orphanage near Primotapia, Mexico.
52 In this orphanage there were 20 children, who had previously been living on
the streets. The mission of the orphanage is to rescue children from the streets
and provide them with school, clothing, food, and a future. Isaw God’s light in
these children. I saw them playing and enjoying their summer vacation with
clothing, good food, love and care. Ordinary people are donating their time and
money to build school rooms and more dorms to continue restoring these
children.
Seeing the work the orphanage is doing changes my
@ perspective on how to give back. I realize one week is not
. \ enough to really help others. I have been thinking of
A\ ways to continue the call to help others. There are many
| in our communities that need help. My plan is to be
able to do that.
This is what God calls the church to do. God calls
us to help widows and orphans. To show each child
. \_> that they are valuable and worthy of love and care.
’ That God has loved them since from the beginning
of time. God knew about each of them before mon
or dad or anyone else. He calls his creation

<

perfect. He never makes mistakes and has a
purpose for each of these children.
How has God blessed you and called
you to help others? I invite you to ask
—_God to reveal how you can help in your
community, your church or to the ends
of the earth.

Written by a staff member of the Lutheran Counseling Network



COMPASSION MINISTRY
Ministry of the Month:

Shating

) HL.C has been busy all year long, sharing

&’ and caring in many, many ways— now and then, big and small, here and
there and (almost) everywhere! And now the Christmas season is upon us , and
the annual Sharing Tree— December’s Ministry of the Month— is ready for
action, by you, of course!
Here’s how it works: Take a tag from the tree, purchase the gift/s listed on the
tag, and then bring the gift with the tag attached back to church by the
designated time. There’s also a No Shop Option: Take any tag from the tree
and return it to the church office with cash or a check donation to cover the
cost, and someone will purchase items and deliver them for you.

Please Return all gifts to the church by Sunday, Dec, 21st Make
sure the Sharing Tree tag is visibly attached to the gift, whether
the gift is wrapped or not! ALL GIFT CARDS should be taken to the
church office along with the tag from the Sharing Tree.

Along with local recipients, this year’s gift recipients include:

1. Josephine Caring Ministries — Tags for the residents list a ‘bundle’
of requested items. Please purchase all items and then return them,
unwrapped, in a Christmas bag with tissue inside and with the Sharing
Tree tag attached. We encourage you to include a personal Christmas
card for ‘your’ resident!

2. El Camino de Emaus Lutheran Church families in Burlington —
We are asking for some specific gift items that can be wrapped or
bagged with the Sharing Tree tag attached, and some Walmart gift
cards that can be used for groceries, etc., as needed by the families.
The cards will be distributed by their team, based on the family size
and need.

3. Holiday House teen gifts (also sponsored by the Oak Harbor Lions
Club and Toys for Tots) — these cards will ask for gifts for teenage
recipients. Please return these gifts as soon as possible, unwrapped,
with the Sharing Tree card attached. There will be a designated
box in the church office.

Thank you for sharing!
Joyfully,
Sharing Tree Team

GRIEF AND THE HOLIDAYS

i hen you are grieving the death of a loved one, the holi-

# days can be a particularly difficult time. WhidbeyHealth
Hospice offers several Grief & the Holidays workshops in > d /
November and December. Join us for one of these gatherings to %ﬁ ‘
consider ideas for navigating the winter holiday season as a o
time of healing. The workshop content is the same on every date.

There is no cost to attend, and all are welcome. Advance registration is
needed so we can have adequate materials for each workshop. For more
information or to register, please contact bereavement coordinator
Laurie Johnson by phoning 360-914-5635 or emailing
johnla@whidbeyhealth.org

Tues, Dec. 2 1:00 pm - 3:00 pm at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Mon, Dec. 8 2:00 pm - 4:00 pm at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Tues, Dec. 16 5:30 pm — 7:30 pm (at the hospice office, near the hospital)
in Coupeville

JOSEPHINE CARING COMMITTEE THANKS OHLC!

@" osephine Caring Community deeply appreciates the variey of ways our church
supports their ministry! Some of those blessings include your prayers, help with
the Hands of Hope project, giving to the birdseed fund, Sharing tree gifts, and for your
donations during November.

Thank you again!
Kathy Holroyd & Karol Pulliam, OHLC JCC Delegates

IN SYMPATHY

@ongtime OHLC member, avid reader, and knitter
;L eona McKee died October 27. She was 85.
Leona was an active member of Deborah Circle,
Blanket Workshop, Altar Guild, and Sharing Tree
team, led our Little Lutheran Bag ministry, organized
LWR health and school kit ministries for many years,
and assembled Baptism Banners, knit winter hats and
many more things than can be listed. Even as her
health declined Leona stayed involved wherever she
could. A service will be held on Saturday, December
6, 2025 at 2 pm with a small reception following.




STEPHEN MINISTRY

Remembrance of the Heart Reflections

# oments of reflection are times to pause, to remember the people we love who have

died, and to acknowledge the grief we continue to carry with us.

Grief is not just an emotion. It’s an unraveling. A space where something/someone
once lived, but is now gone. It carves through us, leaving a hollow ache where love once
resided. In the beginning, it can feel unbearable, like a wound that will never close. But
with time, the raw edges begin to soften. The pain shifts, but the imprint remains - a quiet
reminder of what once was. And here’s the truth - we never really “move on.” We move
with it. The love we had doesn’t disappear, it transforms. It lingers in the echoes of laugh-
ter, in the warmth of old memories, in the moments where we still reach for what is no
longer there. And that’s okay.

Grief is not a problem to be solved. It’s not a burden to “get over.” Instead, grief is
something we learn to carry. Something we live with. Something that shapes who we are
and how we see the rest of our days. Grief does not have an expiration date. At its heart,
grief is love. It is love that continues after loss - the love that no longer has a place to go.

When someone we love dies, the love doesn’t stop. It simply has to find a new home.
Sometimes in our memories. Sometimes in our stories. Sometimes in the rituals we keep or
create to comfort ourselves. All of us have experienced loss. And those losses affect us
differently, depending on so many things - the depth of the relationship, the length of it,
where we were in our own journey when it happened, how their absence changed the
rhythms of our day-to-day life, or altered our future.

Love, as we know, is complicated, unfinished, or filled with unspoken words. That,
too, is grief. If you find our self feeling both sadness and relief, or both longing and anger,
that is part of love, part of loss. Your grief is valid.

People often wonder if they are grieving the “right” way. Here’s the truth: There is no
right way. Each person’s grief is as unique as their love. Let’s be honest. Grief is heavy.
And it can surprise us. One day you might laugh at a memory. The next day, you might
find yourself crying in the grocery store because you notice your loved one’s favorite ice
cream. Sometimes we think we are “past it.” Then a birthday, a holiday, even a smell or a
song can bring it all rushing back. That is normal. Those waves are part of grief. They
don’t mean you are broken. They mean you have loved.

Grief, though heavy, is not weakness. It is actually evidence of the strength and capaci-
ty of the human heart. In those moments where tears of sadness are mixed with bursts of
laughter, grief and love living side by side. Such is the nature of grief - it makes room for
both heartbreak and beauty.

The writer, Elizabeth Kubler-Ross, once said, “The reality is that you will grieve forev-
er. You will not “get over” the loss of a loved one; you will learn to live with it. You will
heal, and you will rebuild yourself around the loss you have suffered. You will be whole
again, but you will never be the same. Nor should you be the same, nor would you want
to.”

There is hope because those words remind us that we don’t have to erase grief. We
don’t have to force ourselves to “move on.” Instead, over time, we simply learn to carry
it differently. And in carrying it, we continue to carry love.

Grief, not only about what has been lost, but also teaches us what remains - lessons
we learned from our loved ones, from others whose paths we’ve crossed in difficult times,
and about ourselves through the caregiving journey.

Hope can live alongside grief. Sometimes it shows up in small ways - in the friend
who sits quietly by your side, in the kindness of a neighbor, or in a strength within your-
self you didn’t know you had. Hope can be found in community, in gatherings where we
remember together, and where we can say to one another, “You are not alone.”

So be gentle with yourselves. However grief shows up for you - through tears,
through laughter, through silence - it belongs wherever you are From the words of the
poet, Mary Oliver: “To live in a world, you must be able to do three things: To love what
is mortal, to hold it against your bones, knowing your own life depends on it; and, when
the time comes, to let it go, to let it go.”

We have loved. We have held on. And with courage, we are learning to let go, while
still carrying love with us. May the memories of those you hold in your heart bring you
comfort. May the complicated parts of those relationships teach you compassion for your-
self, and may you find strength in knowing you do not walk this path alone. We walk it
together, with tenderness, with resilience, and with love.

Written by Carla Jolley, WhidbeyHealth Palliative Care

&' Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for
December

4 The Brotherhood of St. Bernard, OHLC’s men’s Bible study fellowship,
meets Tuesday, Dec. 9, at noon in the fellowship hall.

&' OHLC’s card makers, the Church Mice Stampers, meet on Tuesdays,

Dec. 9 & 23, starting at 10:00 AM in the library.

4 The One Thing Book Group will meet for a “What Were You Read-
ing?” Book Swap and luncheon on Dec. 16, hosted by Gaye Rodrlguey
4 Stephen Ministry will meet on Thurs. Nov. 13 at '

4pm in the Library. The topic of discussion for the
meeting will be emailed to the Ministers the week
of December 1st.

4 The deadline for articles for the January

newsletter is Friday, December 12
due to the holiday
schedule.



WORSHIP ASSISTANTS <4

December 7
8:00 AM Assisting Minister: Mike Dilley Computer: Donna Aspery
Acolyte: Alice Gray Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Healing Prayer: F. Leukhardt & T. Tomlin Altar Guild: Mary Brock
10:30 AM Assisting Minister: Moira Bartrand Computer: Kyleigh Butz
Communion Assistant: Louis Bartrand Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Healing Prayer: C. Reafs & M. Fitzgerald Altar Guild:
December 14
8:00 AM Assisting Minister: Tom Carey Computer: Emma Norman
Acolyte: Anna Richards Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Altar Guild: Mary Brock
10:30 AM Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald Computer: Dylan Totten
Communion Assistant: Leslie Improta Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Altar Guild:
December 21
8:00 AM Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf Computer: Sam Richards
Acolyte: Elizabeth Richards Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Altar Guild: Mary Brock
10:30 AM Assisting Minister: Tom Piper Computer: Kelly Lau
Communion Assistant: Kerri Totten Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Altar Guild: Diane Macaluso
December 24 — Christmas &ve
4:00 PM Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
7:00 PM Assisting Minister: Sharon Erickson
Communion Assts.: Leslie Improta, Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Tom Piper
10:00 PM Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
December 25 — Christmas Day
10:00 AM | Assisting Minister: Laurie Johnson Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
December 28
8:00 AM Assisting Minister: Paul Senness Computer: Lucas Stone
Acolyte: Matthew Richards Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Altar Guild: Mary Brock
10:30 AM | Assisting Minister: Gaylen Smith Computer: Rita Carter
Communion Asst: Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Altar Guild: Lori Gayhart

FINANCIAL REPORT OCTOBER
October Year to date
Income $ 29,483 $ 350,459
Outgo 31,512 357,992
$ (2,032) $ (7,533)
WORSHIP ATTENDANCE NOVEMBER
Date 8:00 AM 10:30 AM
Oct 26 71 74
Nov 2 54 73
Nov 9 43 83
Nov 16 49 90
Avg. Att. 54 80

Average Sunday attendance: 134

November 23 & 30 will be included in next issue’s statistics

LESSER FESTIVALS AND COMMEMORATIONS

3 Francis Xavier, missionary to
Asia, 1552
4 John of Damascus, theologian,
hymnwriter, c. 749
6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342
7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397
13 Lucy, martyr, 304

14 John of the Cross, renewer of the
church, 1591

20 Katharina von Bora Luther,
renewer of the church, 1552

26 Stephen, Deacon and Martyr

27 John, Apostle and Evangelist

28 The Holy Innocents, martyrs

This month’s decorative font is:

ICE KINGDOM

Drop Caps in: XMAS F¥REES

Little Lutheran bags in December: Peg Fosnaugh
Thank you to Marti Russell for November!
Sign up now on the Sunday Connection Card for months in 2026!
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SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30 Blanket Workshop
His KiDs PRESCHOOL .
9:30 Blanket Workshop 1:00 Deborah Circle Leona Mckee Memorial
12:30 M.M. set-up 12:00 Midweek Worship 2:00 PM
1:30 Munchy Monday 12:30 Soup & bread
M, T,W 2:00 Grief Workshop
6:30 WIYS 4:15 Chancel Choir 7:00 NA .
9:00 AM - 12:15 PM 7:00 North Whidbey NA | 5:30 Lydia Circle 3:00 Quest CLus
6:30 Boy Scouts Troop 4059, | 6:00 Midweek Worship
fellowship hall 6:30 Soup & bread
7:30 Jubilate Ringers
7 Advent2 8 9 10 11 12 Newsletter Deadline 13
8
Worship 8:00 10:00 Church Mice 12:00 Midweek Worship Bloodworks NW Bloodworks NW
Sunday School 9:15 12:30 M.M. set-up Stampers 12:30 Soup & bread 10 AM -4 PM 10 AM -4 PM NA Holiday Party
Adult Ed. 9:15 1:30 Munchy Monday 12:00 Brotherhood of fellowship hall fellowship hall 10AM- 6PM
Worship 10:30 ; St. Bernard 4:15 Chancel Choir fellowship hall
2:00 Grief Workshop 3:00 SPINB.O.D.
YFGf,IAdvent 4:00—6:00 | .30 WIYS 6:00 Midweek Worship 1:00 Deborah Circle
Confirmation 6:00 7:00 North Whi NA 6:30 Soup & bread 4:00 Stephen Ministry 1:00 Library Team
00 Nort idbey 5:00 Recital/Hendricks 6:00 Council Y
CA/library 7:30 5:30 Al Anon 7:30 Jubilate Ringers 7:00 NA
14 Advent 3 15 16 17 18 19 20
Worship 8:00 12:00 Midweek Worship Bloodworks NW Bloodworks NW
Sunday School 9:15 12:30 M.M. set-up 12:30 Soup & bread 10 AM -4 PM 10 AM -4 PM
Adult Ed. 9:15 | 1:30 Munchy Monday fellowship hall fellowship hall
Worship 10:30 4:15 Chancel Choir
Recital/Morgan 1:30 1:00 Deborah Circle
5:30 Lydia Circle 6:00 Midweek Worship
5:30 Al Anon 6:30 Soup & bread 3:00 Quest CLUB
. 6:30 WIYS 7:00 NA
CA/library 7:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA 7:00 Recital/Mayne 7:30 Jubilate Ringers
21 Advent4 22 23 24 CHRISTMAS EVE 25 CHRISTMAS DAY 26 27
. Church Office Closed
Worship 8:00 9:00 newsletter assembly 10:00 Church Mice
Sunday School 9:15 Stampers 10:00 AM Worship
Adult Ed. 9:15 4:00 Worship/S.S.
Worship 10:30 Christmas program
7:00 Worship/
. Holy C i
CAib L0 | 7:00 North Whidbey Na | 5:30 Al Anon 10:00 Worshipf =
forary ) Holy Communion 7:00 NA 77 /,‘
28 29 30 31 New Year’s Eve
Worship 8:00
Sunday School 9:15
Adult Ed. 9:15 | Girl Scout Cookie Rally
Worship 10:30 | 4:30-7 PM, fellowship
hall
5:30 Al Anon
CA/library 7:30

7:00 North Whidbey NA




