
THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS – DECEMBER 26, 2021 

 

PRELUDE       

WELCOME 

  

CONFESSION Matthew 28:19, 1 John 1:8-9 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

As we approach the manger, with humble hearts let us confess our sin against God 

and our neighbors. 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 

Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 

and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 

Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

FORGIVENESS John 20:22-23 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HYMN                            “Once in David’s Royal City”                   ELW #269 

 

 

 



GREETING 2 Corinthians 13:13  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray:   

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to  

illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children  

and enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and  

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever. Amen. 

  

 THE FIRST READING:  Isaiah 52:7-10 
  

How beautiful upon the mountains 

  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

 who brings good news, 

  who announces salvation, 

  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

 Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

  together they sing for joy; 

 for in plain sight they see 

  the return of the LORD to Zion. 

 Break forth together into singing, 

  you ruins of Jerusalem; 

 for the LORD has comforted his people, 

  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

 The LORD has bared his holy arm 

  before the eyes of all the nations; 

 and all the ends of the earth shall see 

  the salvation of our God.  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

 

 

  



 PSALM 98 (read responsively) 

1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 

 2O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  

 

 5Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD.  

 

 7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 

 8Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes to judge             

      the earth. 

 

 9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE SECOND READING:  Hebrews 1:1-4  

  

 Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of 

God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by 

his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

Please stand as you are able. 

  

  

  



THE HOLY GOSPEL: John 1:1-14 

  

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and 

without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, 

and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness did not overcome it. 

 

  There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

 

  He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did 

not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept 

him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to 

become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of 

the will of man, but of God. 

 

  And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the 

glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

  

  

  



 CHILDREN’S TIME                           “Welcome, Child of God” 

  

CHILDREN’S TIME 

 

SERMON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY                        “What Child is This?”                             ELW #296           
  



NICENE CREED 

Let us confess our faith with the words of the Nicene Creed. 

  

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

     the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

     God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

     begotten not made, of one Being with the Father; 

     through him all things were made. 

     For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

          was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

          and became truly human. 

          For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

          he suffered death and was buried. 

          On the third day he rose again,  

          in accordance with the scriptures; 

          he ascended into heaven  

          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

          He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

          and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

     who has spoken through the prophets. 

     We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

     We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

          and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 1 Timothy 2:1-4 

  

SHARING THE PEACE John 20:19 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/CONNECTION CARDS 

  

 

 



OFFERING              

       

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray: Emmanuel, God with us, you came as a baby to a manger. You slept on 

straw and greeted shepherds. You come again in bread and wine. Remind us how 

good you are at blessing ordinary things. And then, through these gifts, help us to 

bless the lives of others in the strength of your holy name.  

Amen. 

  

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

   

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…………………..and join their unending hymn: 
  

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3, Psalm 118:26, Matthew 21:9  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION Matthew 26:26-29, Luke 22:15-20, 1 Corinthians 11:4-5 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER FOR USE BY THOSE NOT JOINING US IN PERSON 

The following is adapted from an ancient prayer now in wide use in Lutheran, 
Episcopal,and Anglican congregations during this time when many are unable to be 
present to receive the Lord’s Supper. Those joining us online are invited to use this 
prayer at this point in the liturgy.Please know that Eucharistic Ministers are available to 
bring you the sacrament. If you are interested in this ministry, please call the church 
office.  
 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where 
your Holy Supper is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and 
thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I 
await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of 
your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse 
and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated 
from you. May I live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come. 
Amen. 

  

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:22-27 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN                 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                    ELW #288 

  

SENDING 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

POSTLUDE 

Worship texts from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #26731 

  

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

  

“St. Paul’s Setting” liturgy used by permission.  Copyright 2006 John Ylvisaker 

Box 321 Waverly, Iowa 50677  (319) 352-4396 

  


