THE THIRTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST - AUGUST 22, 2021

PRELUDE

WELCOME

CONFESSION Matthew 28:19, 1 John 1:8-9

In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection and self-examination.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

FORGIVENESS John 20:22-23

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



HYMN:
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“O Word of God Incarnate”
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Text: William W. How, 1823-1897, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693

GREETING 2 Corinthians 13:13

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray: Holy God, your word feeds your people with life that is eternal. Direct
our choices and preserve us in your truth, that, renouncing what is false and evil,
we may live in you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

READING: Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the
elders, the heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented
themselves before God. And Joshua said to all the people,

“‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put
away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve
the Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will
serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the
gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household,
we will serve the Lord.”

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to
serve other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our
sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples
through whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the
Amorites who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our
God.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68
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GOSPEL: John 6:56-69

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said,] “Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and | in
them. Just as the living Father sent me, and | live because of the Father, so whoever
eats me will live because of me. This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like
that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live
forever.” He said these things while he was teaching in the synagogue at Capernaum.

When many of his disciples heard it, they said, “This teaching is difficult; who can
accept it?” But Jesus, being aware that his disciples were complaining about it, said to
them, “Does this offend you? Then what if you were to see the Son of Man ascending to
where he was before? It is the spirit that gives life; the flesh is useless. The words that |
have spoken to you are spirit and life. But among you there are some who do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who were the ones that did not believe, and who
was the one that would betray him. And he said, “For this reason | have told you that no
one can come to me unless it is granted by the Father.”

Because of this many of his disciples turned back and no longer went about with
him. So Jesus asked the twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter answered
him, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the words of eternal life. We have come to
believe and know that you are the Holy One of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY

“God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”
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time shall last

your church may hold it fast through-out all gen-er-a

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1483—1546




APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY /saiah 6:3, Psalm 118:26, Matthew 21:9
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




PRAYER AT THE TABLE Response: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

WE SHARE IN CHRIST’S BODY AND BLOOD

PRAYER FOR USE BY THOSE NOT JOINING US IN PERSON

The following is adapted from an ancient prayer now in wide use in Lutheran,
Episcopal,and Anglican congregations during this time when many are unable to be
present to receive the Lord’s Supper. Those joining us online are invited to use this
prayer at this point in the liturgy.Please know that Eucharistic Ministers are available to
bring you the sacrament. If you are interested in this ministry, please call the church
office.

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where
your Holy Supper is now being celebrated, | desire to offer to you praise and
thanksgiving. | remember your death, Lord Christ; | proclaim your resurrection; |
await your coming in glory. Since | cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of
your Body and Blood, | beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse
and strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated
from you. May | live in you, and you in me, in this life and in the life to come.
Amen.

POST COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:22-27

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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