
THE SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER – APRIL 11, 2021 

 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME 

  

CONFESSION Matthew 28:19, 1 John 1:8-9 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin 

to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, 

receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

FORGIVENESS John 20:22-23 

EASTER DIALOG 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING HYMN                        “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen!”                      ELW #377 

  



 

  

GREETING 2 Corinthians 13:13  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray:  Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By 

the grace of Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in 

all that we say and do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

  

EPISTLE READING: 1 John 1:1-2:2 

  

A reading from First John: 

  

 We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 

seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the 

word of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you 

the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—we declare to you what we 

have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is 

with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. We are writing these things so that our joy 

may be complete. 

 

  This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in 

him there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are 

walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself 

is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 

us from all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 

word is not in us. 

 

 

 My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone 

does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

  

 

 



 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION John 6:68 

  

 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
 When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace 

be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had said this, he breathed 

on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 

 

  But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus 

came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless 

I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

  A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 

you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand 

and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my 

God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 

who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 

 

  Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in 

this book. But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, 

the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.  

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ.  

  

  



CHILDREN’S TIME 

  

SERMON 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              “That Easter Day with Joy Was Bright”                       ELW #384 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED 

  

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  
THE PEACE 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

SPECIAL MUSIC                      “This Joyful Eastertide” (Arr. Larry Sue)             Handbell Quartet (8:00) 

  

  

  

 

 

  



 OFFERTORY PRAYER 

  

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136 

 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3, Psalm 118:26, Matthew 21:9  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed... 

  

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

  

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

  

Amen. 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

  



 

PRAYER FOR USE BY THOSE NOT JOINING US IN PERSON 
 
The following is adapted from an ancient prayer now in wide use in Lutheran, Episcopal, and 
Anglican congregations during this time when many are unable to be present to receive the 
Lord’s Supper. Those joining us online are invited to use this prayer at this point in the liturgy. 
Please know that Eucharistic Ministers are available to bring you the sacrament. If you are  
interested in this ministry, please call the church office. The Lord’s Supper is also being 
distributed at our 10:30 drive-in service in a low-contact manner. 
 
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where your Holy  
Supper is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I  
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in 
glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I 
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your 
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in 
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:22-27 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve the Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God! 
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