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Pastor’s Page: The Power of the Resurrection

psychologists are warning that many will find the return to in-person
gatherings a challenge. Our social interaction muscles, among others,
have atrophied as we have been living in our bubbles.

“Blessed be the God and Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his
great mercy he has given us a
new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead.”
1 Peter 1:3

Assuming the trajectory of COVID remains on track and in
retreat, our congregation will gradually be returning to our normal
practices in the weeks ahead. Not everything will resume right away,
and not everything will be exactly the same as it was before. Just as
Jesus came out of the tomb with his wounds still present, the pandemic
will no doubt leave a mark on us. Even so, soon we expect to begin
resuming many aspects of our congregational life, and we will need your
help to do it.

“Therefore we have been buried
with him by baptism into death,
so that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in
newness of life.” Romans 6:4

The best thing we can all do this Easter season to prepare for the
days ahead is to let the reality of the resurrection infuse our lives with
new energy and purpose. The best way to get us moving those ministry
muscles again is to reclaim the “living hope” and “newness of life” that
is ours because of Jesus’ victory over sin and death. We have a Lord
who died on a cross for us, was buried in a tomb sealed by a stone, and
who, on the third day, walked out of that tomb as a living, though
changed, human being. Let us reconstruct our lives once again around
this glorious good news. Sin and death have no claim on us anymore!
Our future is certain. Christ’s resurrection is the first fruits of what God
has in store for all who trust in him (1 Corinthians 15:20-23).

I

n his book The Resurrection and the Son of God, biblical scholar N. T.
Wright explains that for the early Christians who witnessed the bodily
resurrection of Jesus, “Something had happened, something which
was not at all what they expected or hoped for, something around which
they had to reconstruct their lives.” In seeing Jesus risen from the dead,
not merely as a wispy apparition nor as a resuscitated corpse but as a
living, though changed, human being, the early Christians were ushered
into a new reality which infused their lives with new energy and purpose.
We see this new reality stamped all over the New Testament writings in
phrases like “living hope” and “newness of life” and what St. Paul in
Philippians 3 calls “the power of the resurrection.” The resurrection was
the literal power driving the early church, pushing once timid disciples
into brave witnessing and fervent worship of the risen Christ as the one
who had conquered sin and death.

It was the power of the resurrection which drove the early
church. Let’s let it drive us too. Let’s not rely on our own power or
strength, but on the power of the resurrection. Let’s let it nudge us out of
our timidity, out of our bubbles, and back into Christian community,
back into ministry and mission. Let’s let it empower us to be brave
witnesses to what God has done. Let’s let it move our hearts to fervent
worship of the risen Christ. The same power that raised him up at his
resurrection will raise us up too.

We have some heavy lifting ahead of us as a congregation.
While we have learned some new skills during this time of pandemic –
many of us becoming much more technologically savvy, for instance – at
the same time, many of our muscles as a congregation have atrophied
from lack of use. Many of our volunteer ministries have been dormant
for an entire year. While it has been a necessity for some and might
remain so for a few for a while yet, people have become used to
worshipping from their couches or their cars, isolated from the rest of the
body of Christ. While many of us long for in-person community, social

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Holy Week & Easter

Easter flower donations
We will have a more modest display of
flowers in our sanctuary this Easter, and so
we are not asking for people to purchase
flowers they can then take home after
services.

at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Registration is now open
for in-person Holy Week & Easter worship!

A

Instead, we are inviting contributions
towards flower arrangements which will be sent to
OHLC members in care facilities. You may make a
contribution in any amount in honor or in memory
of someone, and it will be listed in our
special insert on Easter Sunday. Order
forms can be found in your worship bulletin,
or you can mail in your gift. If you are writing a check, please write
Easter flowers on the memo line and let us know if your gift is in honor
or memory of someone.

re you interested in attending an in-person worship
service this Holy Week and/or Easter? Registration
is now open! Just call 360-679-1561 or e-mail
office@oakharborlutheran.org to register. All COVID
protocols for in-person services (masks, distancing) must be observed.
Note we are adding an in-person service at Noon on Easter Sunday.
Have brunch and then come to worship in our sanctuary!

Here’s our schedule:

It will be a joy to share some of the beauty and hope of Easter
with our friends in care facilities after a difficult year.

Maundy Thursday (April 1) – 7:00 PM (also livestreamed)
Good Friday (April 2) – 7:00 PM (also livestreamed)

Rest assured, our sanctuary will still be beautiful on Easter
Sunday!

Easter Sunday (April 4)
8:00 AM:
10:30 AM:
12:00 Noon:

In-Person & Livestreamed
Drive-In, no registration required
In-person

Easter cards for members in care facilities
While visitation restrictions at care facilities are expected to be
lifted soon (perhaps by the time you receive this newsletter) our church
members in care facilities would still love to receive cards of
encouragement and joy this Easter. A full list of these members and their
addresses is available in the church office. You can pick it up in person
or we can e-mail it to you upon request.

Easter gift bags for OHLC kids!
We will have special Easter bags full of
fun, meaningful items for the children of OHLC,
available at each Easter service. Delivery is also available.
Contact Beth Stephens at bethasteph@gmail.com.

GOOD NEWS!
10:30 AM service returns to the sanctuary on May 2

Drive-in service news: No drive-in on April 11
Regretfully, we will not be having a drive-in service on Sunday,
April 11. Pastor Spencer, who also functions as our outdoor audio
engineer, will be out of town. Apologies! Those who usually attend the
drive-in service are encouraged to watch the worship video on Facebook
or, later that day, on YouTube.

a full year of worshipping in the parking lot, we have tentative
After
plans to return the 10:30 service to the sanctuary. We will be
following whatever protocols are in place at that time. More details will
be shared soon!
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Growing & Learning

Congregation news
Audrey Jane Gray: baptized into Christ!
ith joy, Audrey Gray, daughter of Ryan and Kaitlin Gray, sister of
Abby and Alice, granddaughter to Donna and Tim Aspery, and niece
to Lauren and Juliet Aspery, was baptized into Christ at the in-person
8:00 AM worship service on Sunday, March 21. Welcome, Audrey!

W

Tuesday evening Bible study resumes April 13
Join us for a five-week study of the
letter of James. This hybrid-style class
will be conducted in-person in the church
library and over Zoom at 7:00 PM on
Tuesday evenings.
COVID protocols must be
observed by in-person attendees. Both
in-person and online attendees need to
register in advance by e-mailing Pastor
Spencer at pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.
Come explore this oft-neglected and even maligned letter and
hear what God has to say to us through Jesus’ brother, a pillar in the
early Jewish Christian community.

In loving memory

the sad news that Pastor Deb Benson
Wediedreceived
on March 2 at home in Mt. Vernon, about a
year and a half after being diagnosed with cancer. Our
hearts go out to her husband Pastor Lewis Benson, their
daughters, and their extended family and many friends.
Over the years, the Bensons served parishes in
Minnesota and northwestern Washington, including interim pastor duties
with the Lutheran Church of the San Juans, traveling via a 6-seater
Cessna to congregations on Orcas, Lopez, and San Juan Islands. Pastor
Lewis Benson is currently serving at Ebenezer Lutheran, Lake Stevens.
Pastor Deb had a brief call at OHLC, working with youth and
leading confirmation during part of the time that Jerry Buss was our lead
pastor. In 2002, she accepted a call as lead pastor of Anacortes Lutheran
Church, and it was our pleasure since then to occasionally cross paths.

Virtual Marriage Encounter weekend, April 23-25

Our deepest sympathy to Robin Bond and to the
friends and Deborah Circle companions of Robin’s sister
Nancy Hoffman, who died on March 26 following a
lengthy illness. An OHLC member since February of
2018, Nancy would have turned 78 at the end of April.



Peace be to their memory.



OHLC welcomes new members!

Easter Sunday, our congregation officially welcomes four new
Onpeople
into membership at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. Bruce and
Kathy Holroyd moved to Anacortes from Rochester, New York, and
have been worshiping with us for several months at our drive-in service.
Karen Pasewark has been worshiping with us for years, often with her
mother Arta Sandstrom, and decided to make it official with her
membership. Lynda Wallgren is the daughter of our dearly departed
friend, Mike Fankhauser. She has renewed her membership with us.
Please give a warm welcome to these new members!
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BookMarks

Women of the ELCA: Ministry&Action

T

hrough various program areas, Women of
the ELCA’s community (including all the
women of OHLC!) provide services in
their churches, communities and the world.
As Women of the ELCA, we engage in
ministry; we take action through advocacy; we promote healing and
wholeness; and support one another in our callings.
As Women of the ELCA, we offer anti-racism training; address
domestic violence, commercial sexual exploitation, and human
trafficking; and support families with special needs.
As Women of the ELCA, we assist each other in our desire to
discern God’s call in our lives and to discover our spiritual gifts through
workshops, retreats, resources, scholarships, and global education.
As Women of the ELCA, we offer grants to nonprofit
organizations, both domestic and international, that support healing and
wholeness for women of all ages through the affirmation and
advancement of women’s emotional, physical, and spiritual health.
For more information about how we as Women of the ELCA make a
difference in the world, visit our website: http://womenoftheelca.org/

T

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, April 13 at 7:00 PM
via Zoom. Gaye Rodriguey will lead the discussion of the book Salt
Houses by Hala Alyan. Please join us!
Jerusalem, 1963. On the eve of her daughter’s Alia’s wedding, Sala
reads the girl’s future in a cup of coffee dregs. She sees an unsettled life
for Alia and her children; she also sees travel and luck. While she
chooses to keep her predictions to herself that day, they will all soon
come to pass when the family is uprooted in the wake of the Six-Day
War of 1967. Elegant and powerful, Salt Houses follows three
generations of a Palestinian family as they scatter across the globe, and
brings us to a greater understanding of how “we carry our origins in our
hearts wherever we may roam.”
Fiction, 310 pages
Available in paperback, ebook and downloadable audiobook.
If you’re interested in participating or have Book Group
questions, contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com.

OHLC Women
opportunities for fellowship, study & service

NW WA Synodical Women’s Organization

Circle meetings in April:
Lydia Circle meets Mondays, Apr. 5&19, beginning at 6 PM in
the fellowship hall (wear your mask!) to continue study in Ephesians:
Wholeness for a broken world. Everyone is welcome! For more info,
contact Mary Brock, mkb1998@comcast.net, or Peg Fosnaugh, 360-6752821.
Deborah Circle meets every Thursday in April at 10:00 AM via
Zoom. Everyone is welcome! Contact Gaye Rodriguey for the Zoom
connection and for other information, gaye@tobysuds.com.
April’s study concludes The Last Week, by Marcus Borg & John
Crossan, focusing on Jesus’s final week in Jerusalem and including
Easter Sunday, and then moves to Following Jesus, Biblical Reflections
on Discipleship, by N.T. Wright.
4/ 1: The Last Week, Chapt. 7, “Saturday,” pgs 165-187
4/ 8: The Last Week, Chapt. 8, “Easter Sunday,” pgs 189-216
4/15: Following Jesus, Chapt. 1, “The Final Sacrifice: Hebrews,” pgs 3-11
4/22: Chapt. 2. “The Battle Won: Colossians,” pgs. 13-22
4/29: Chapt. 3: “The Kingdom of the Son of Man: Matthew,” pgs. 23-31

Virtual Retreat, May 22, 2021

| JOY \

9:00 AM to 12:00 noon, in your own home via Zoom
Keynote speaker is Stacy Kitahata, currently an exec.
dir. of Holden Village, with extensive experience within the ELCA.
Registration fee is $10; deadline is May 1, 2021
Registration forms are available for pick-up in the OHLC office, or
contact Martha Ellis, martha@oakharborlutheran.org,
and she’ll e-mail you a pdf version of the form.
Mail your check and completed form to Jan Hunter, Registrar,
3803 James St., #57 Bellingham, WA 98226
synodnorthwestwa.@gmail.com
360-592-2860
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His Kids Preschool

Cillian: my bicycle
Taysom: motorcycles

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

M

Afternoon class
Matthew: a bus
Roslyn: cars
Lux: a Jeep
Olivia: an airplane
Henry: hang glider
Lizzy: a boat
J.J.: a train
Jaden: an airplane
Keyara: a bike
Amelia: a boat
Jaxon: airplanes, helicopters, buses, motorcycles and cars

l

arch came to us like a lamb and we celebrated learning the letter
by creating our own lambs out of paper plates and cotton balls. We
then made crayon-colored paper lion faces and pasted our cutout
handprints for their manes.

w

The second letter of the month was the letter . We made large
colorful paper wind socks that we drew on and decorated with W stickers
and crepe paper streamers. We also continued learning about the
weather and made weather rain sticks out of water bottles and rice.

Students of the Week for March were Emma, Ryan, Bradley,
Chelsie, and Leia in the morning class, and Lizzy, Roslyn, Lux,
Keyara, and Lorelei in the afternoon. Be sure to check out the
wonderful weekly displays of student and family posters on the bulletin
board in the hallway outside the classroom.

Our “big” word of the month was Transportation. We learned
about different types – land, water and air. We made paper versions of a
bus, a sail-boat and a paper airplane, and learned that these types of
transportation are used all around us each day.

Registration for the fall is going well! Our morning class is
presently full for 2021-22, and we do have availability yet in our
afternoon 3 day class as well as limited availability in our Pre-K
Readiness class. We are certainly grateful for the present numbers that
are coming in for our fall program. If you’d like to register your child or
know of someone who might be interested, stop by the church office for
information or e-mail Martha, our preschool secretary,
martha@oakharborlutheran.org.

For St. Patrick’s Day we finger-painted yellow + blue to make
giant green shamrocks. We read the story of Green Eggs and Ham, and
then made it in class for snack time. The classroom smelled really good!

e

Leia: a boat
Emma: a hot air balloon

m

Our third and fourth letters of the month were and , so we
cut out brown paper moose faces and glued on
googly eyes and handprint antlers. Ms.
Debbie, our Science Lady, visited us several
times, with presentations that reinforced those
particular letters. She brought along some
baby chicks and we discussed that eventually
these chicks will give eggs. We painted eggs
big and small and prepared for our early Easter
celebration. Ms. Debbie also talked about
evaporation (we made a terrarium as a form of
learning about it) and had another lesson that
focused on magnets. All that learning and
creating made for a very busy month!

God’s peace, Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures
and The Spirit for April.
The deadline for articles for the May newsletter
is Wednesday, April 21.

As part of the transportation theme, we asked our students to tell
us about their favorite thing to ride:
Morning class
Amara: a tricycle
Oliver: a truck
Chelsie: a train
Tristan: cars
Ryan: a truck
Bradley: airplanes, boats and cars
Kara: a ferry boat

This month’s decorative font is

Floral Latin.
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Camp Lutherwood opens for summer registration!
Check out the options for:

Summer 2021

Spring lodge rentals

Campground use

Lutheran World Relief update & Seattle Spring Ingathering
April 29 - May 1 at First Lutheran Church in Bothell

www.camplutherwood.org .

F

irst, thanks to all who were able to provide quilts and kits last fall.
Covid19 shut down not just worship services, but many of the
quilting groups, kit-buying and kit-making activities due to social
distancing, and even some (appropriate) fear of going shopping or being
out in public.
We held a “modified Covid19 Ingathering” where churches
brought their boxes to First Lutheran Church in Bothell over three days;
later the boxes were brought back out to load a container. LWR hired a
professional moving crew to work inside the 425-square foot (floor
space) container. The items shipped, in one 53’ container, included:
2,394 quilts and blankets; 2,932 school kits; 1,780 personal care kits;
1,165 baby care kits; 86 fabric kits; 250 masks; and 11 blankets. WOW!
The Spring Ingathering will be a repeat of the modified Covid19
Ingathering process
[NOTE: OHLC’s Blanket Workshop is not yet scheduling regular
meetings, but Leona McKee’s thinking about it. Contact her if you’re
interested in working on quilt tops at home, bcmac68@comcast.net.]

OHLC’s contacts for Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center are
Mike Dilley and Dave Myers, and they’ll be happy to answer any
questions you may have about this wonderful resource, located near
Bellingham at the western end of Lake Samish.

Financial Report
Income
Outgo

February
$ 30,454
39,003
$ (8,549)

February
Year to date
$ 61,583
80,167
$(18,585)

Looking for camp-related summer employment?
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries launches Camp MatchUp

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations

Lutheran Outdoor Ministries is excited to launch
its new app, Camp MatchUp, which allows users ease in
accessing information about camps looking for summer
staff. Camp MatchUp connects camps with job applicants
in their camp discernment process.
Camps equip and empower young adults in many ways. Support
Lutheran Outdoor Ministries and their life-changing faith formation work
by sharing this app with young adults who might be interested!
The app is available for download from the App Store and
Google Play.
For more info, visit https://www.lomnetwork.org/summerjobs/.

4 Benedict the African, confessor, 1589
6 Albrecht Dürer, 1528,
Matthias Grünewald, 1529,
Lucas Cranach, 1553, artists
9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, 1945
10 Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, 1557
19 Olavus Petri, priest, 1552, Laurentius
Petri, Archbishop of Uppsala, 1573,
renewers of the Church
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April

21 Anselm, Archbishop of
Canterbury, 1109
23 Toyohiko Kagawa,
renewer of society, 1960
25 St. Mark, Evangelist
29 Catherine of Siena,
theologian, 1380

SUNDAY

MONDAY
TUESDAY
Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;
Death is strong, but Life is stronger.
Stronger than the dark, the light;
Stronger than the wrong, the right.
Faith and Hope triumphant say,
“Christ will rise on Easter Day.”
- Phillips Brooks
5
Easter Monday
6
Church office closed

4

The Resurrection
of our Lord
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
In-person worship 12:00 6:00 Lydia Circle
Worship video on YouTube

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY
1 Maundy Thursday
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook

FRIDAY
2

Good Friday

SATURDAY
3

7:00 In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
Worship video on YouTube

Worship video on YouTube

7
11:30 OHLC Staff

8
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

9

10

16

17

23

24

4:00 Stephen Ministry,
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 North Whidbey NA
11
12
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Worship video on YouTube

NOTE:
No drive-in service today 7:00 North Whidbey NA

18
19
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30 6:00 Lydia Circle
Worship video on YouTube

7:00 North Whidbey NA
Confirmation

6:00

13
12:00 Old Dogs,
via Zoom
5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Coupeville Book
Group, via Zoom
7:00 Bible Study: James
7:00 Boy Scouts
20

14
11:30 OHLC Staff

6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
21 Newsletter deadline
11:30 OHLC Staff

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Bible Study: James
7:00 Boy Scouts

22
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 Compassion
Ministry, via Zoom

25
26
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30

27

28

12:00 Old Dogs,
via Zoom

11:30 OHLC Staff

Worship video on YouTube

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Bible Study: James
7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 North Whidbey NA

15
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

29
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
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Lutheran Marriage Encounter virtual experience,
April 23-25; pre-register or learn more at
https://godlovesmarriage.org/
30

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
8:45-11:45 AM
1:00-4:00 PM
Pre-K Readiness Class,
Th, F:
8:45-11:45 AM
Spring Break:
April 5-9

