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Pastor’s Page:

doesn’t always bring out the best
in us. We have just been through
a rough political season (to put it
mildly). There is much mistrust
and bitterness and anger on all
sides. If we have any hope of
moving forward with the unity most people seem to desire, we will need
to move beyond our lingering resentments. There is no future without
forgiveness.

No future without forgiveness

Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and
slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.
Ephesians 4:31-32

F

orgiveness is the oil in the engine of any relationship between
sinners, which is to say, human beings. Without it, relationships
sputter, shimmy precariously, and eventually seize up, unable to
go forward.

The title for this article, which as you see I have been using also
as a refrain of sorts, comes from the title of a book by Desmond Tutu.
Tutu, an Archbishop in the Anglican Church, led South Africa’s Truth
and Reconciliation Commission as that nation sought to end apartheid
without ongoing violence, anger, and hatred, which threatened to spiral
out of control. Tutu understood there was no future for South Africa
without forgiveness. I like Tutu’s definition of forgiveness. He writes:
“Forgiveness means abandoning your right to pay back your perpetrator
in his own coin.” Tutu understood, however, that forgiveness does not
mean denying or ignoring the wrong. He carefully steered his country
between what he refers to as “Nuremburg” and “national amnesia.” The
former would involve tense trials and harsh punishments, while the latter
would attempt to pretend like nothing had happened. Neither of these
approaches would work. Instead, for true and lasting reconciliation, the
truth needed to be told. There needed to be confession. Opportunities
for dialogue and truth-telling were established, with amnesty granted to
those who participated. South Africa is far from perfect today, but it was
a remarkable feat to come out of that perilous situation without
something like a civil war. Forgiveness gave that country a new future.

This is true even in our most personal and loving relationships.
Ruth Graham once said, “A happy marriage is the union of two good
forgivers.” So true. No marriage can survive, let alone thrive, without
an abundance of forgiveness for the daily slights and failures that
accumulate over the course of a lifetime together. A favorite seminary
professor of mine used to quip, “When you put two sinners belly to belly
for a lifetime, you know there’s going to be trouble.” From grumpy
mornings to the inevitable disagreements that arise to misread emotional
cues, even the happiest, healthiest couples end up hurting each other
from time to time and need to reconcile. There is no future without
forgiveness.
This is true in congregational life as well. When you gather
together a community of sinners, which is to say, human beings, to share
life together as the body of Christ, there is going to be trouble there too
from time to time. If you don’t believe me, read Paul’s letters. (Or just
come to church more often!) The New Testament is full of letters
written by the Apostle to sort out conflicts in those first Christian congregations. While I am deeply grateful for how healthy our congregation
here at OHLC is overall, I still deal with disagreements and conflicts of
one type or another on just about a weekly basis. Such is the nature of
human community, even among Christians. In those situations where
forgiveness has been unattainable, the result has often been someone
leaving. There is no future without forgiveness.

As Christians, we can lead the way in the important work of
forgiveness. We can practice it in our family life, where there is no
shortage of opportunities for us to forgive those daily disappointments.
We can practice it at church when we inevitably step on each other’s
toes. Having sharpened our skills at home and at church, we can infuse it
into our community and into our national culture, which has lately been
more keen on cancelling and condemning people than forgiving them.

This is true in our national life as well – especially these days.
People are weary and worried as the pandemic stretches on, and this

Continued on the following page
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God without the forgiveness we have been granted through the life,
death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We begin the season of Lent this
month with an extended confession of sin on Ash Wednesday (Feb. 17).
On this solemn day we confess our role in the world’s
brokenness. We tell the truth about ourselves as we
begin our journey to the cross, where we are
reconciled to God, where forgiveness and a new
future was won for us.

The season of Lent
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward
Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking our foreheads
with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the
same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our
foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God,
we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly
pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the
day of salvation.” Returning to out bapismal call, we more intentionally
bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

May the forgiveness so graciously given to us in Christ also flow
through us to others. In a world full of sinners, which is to say, human
beings, it remains desperately needed. There is no future without it.
- Rev. Jeffrey R. Spencer

Sundays & Seasons, Augsburg Fortress 2021

Semi-annual meeting recap (the parking lot version)

W

I

e are expecting that our midweek Lenten services this year
will be like our Advent services – entirely online. This means
there will be no imposition of ashes or Holy Communion on
Ash Wednesday. However, meaningful midweek online services for
Lent will begin on Wednesday, February 17 at 7pm, and will continue on
Wednesday nights at 7:00 PM throughout the season. Watch our weekly
emails for more information.
Families with kids: be sure to check out the announcement below
about “Lent in a Box,” and plan on picking yours up when they become
available!

t was a great team effort by the church council to pull off our semiannual meeting on January 24 in a drive-in format! For those who
attended, your patience with us as we did our best under these
circumstances was so appreciated. We were glad to easily meet our
quorum and get our business done.
For those not in attendance, here’s what we did:
 Passed our 2021 budget
 Elected Rita Cline, Mike Dilley, and Martin
Leukhardt to council
 Elected Mary Brock and Peg Fosnaugh as our
Josephine representatives
 Elected Mike Dilley and Dave Myers as our
Lutherwood representatives
 Elected Bob Wall, Carol Wall, and Gaye Rodriguey
as our Voting Members to the Synod Assembly

Lent-In-A-Box – pick up your kit soon!
Youth & Family Ministry is coming to you
this Lent! We’ve put together several items to help
you observe the season at home, including weekly
devotions focusing on Lenten symbols. Also
included will be a pretzel craft and recipe along
with various other Lent-based activities.
Our OHLC families with kids are invited to come by the
church office to pick up your Lent-in-a-Box in the week leading up
to Ash Wednesday, February 17. You’ll want your kit on or before
then, if possible. If you prefer, delivery is available! Contact Beth
Stephens to request it, bethasteph@gmail.com.

Let’s hope our next semi-annual meeting can be in the sanctuary,
with a big potluck afterwards! In the meantime, we continue in the
ministry Christ Jesus has entrusted to us.
Thanks be to God.
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COVID-19 vaccinations: we’d like to hear from you!

Tuesday night Bible study on Zoom
In February we will finish up our study of the Gospel of John,
and then take a break during the season of Lent. Here’s the schedule:

L

utheran Christianity affirms science and medicine as good gifts
from God to be used in service to our neighbors. While the
decision to receive medication of any kind is a personal one and
subject to each individual’s unique circumstances, the COVID-19
vaccines becoming increasingly available will provide most of us with an
opportunity to love our neighbors by getting vaccinated.

February 2 – John, Chapter 19
February 9 – John, Chapter 20
February 16 – John, Chapter 21
It isn’t too late to join us! These last chapters of John cover the
death and resurrection of Jesus, and are particularly good to study just
before we begin Lent.
Pastor Spencer

While many factors will go into decisions about resuming more
of our in-person activities at OHLC in the weeks and months ahead, it
might at some point be helpful to know how many of our members have
received the vaccine. If you don’t mind sharing this information, let us
know in the church office. We will not share your name or vaccination
status with anyone else, and will only use this data to gauge the
percentage of our congregation which has been vaccinated.

Mark your calendar: Will seminar on Feb. 14!
Preparing a will is an important act of stewardship and a ministry
to your family and to your church, and so the Endowment Committee is
hosting a free will seminar at OHLC on Sunday, February 14 at noon.
We appreciate our friend, Lutheran attorney Brock Stiles, who will give
a presentation and answer your questions via ZOOM. Sign up by calling
the church office, and a link to the ZOOM meeting will be sent to you.

OHLC Women

Opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Deborah Circle meets each Thursday in February from 10 AM to noon
via Zoom. Please contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com if you

Young Life & OHLC
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church has recently
partnered with Young Life, a community-based Christian
youth ministry. While many Young Life activities have
been put on hold due to recent COVID restrictions, there
have been some fun ZOOM meetings and an occasional
outdoor gathering. Families with teens are encouraged to follow the
Young Life Oak Harbor Facebook page and visit the website at
https://whidbey.younglife.org .

would like to share in the Bible study and discussion. Note that we’ll
begin a new series for Lent, starting on February 18, the day after Ash
Wednesday. All are welcome!
Feb. 4: November 2020 Gather magazine, Session 3, page 18, “Holy
Time, Holy Future – Reimagining the time to come.”
Feb. 11 November 2020 Gather, page 20, Session three
Feb. 18 The Last Week, by Marcus Borg and John Crossan, Preface &
Chapter 1
Feb. 25 The Last Week, Chapter 2

Financial Report
Income
Outgo

December
$ 55,742
39,612
$ 16,129

December

Lydia Circle meets Mondays, February 1 & 15 at 6:00 PM in
the education wing, continuing our study in Ephesians: Wholeness for a
broken world. All are welcome!
Questions? Contact Peg Fosnaugh, 360-675-2821, or Mary
Brock, mkb1998@comcast.net.

Year to date
$ 472,161
459,559
$ 12,602
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His Kids Preschool

T

classroom environment for our students and their families and our
teachers. We are so appreciative of the diligence and the support of our
preschool families and OHLC helping us keep this great preschool
program running.

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

he month of January is all about snow and
the Epiphany star! With snow in mind,
we had fun learning about the North and
South Poles. The students made paper polar
bears for the North Pole, with bright, markercolored caps and mittens. For the South Pole
(posted on a different bulletin board!) they fashioned
penguins out of black and white construction paper
and paper towel rolls, with bright orange beaks and
googly eyes, The children also created snowflakes from Q-tips and glitter
(truly, no two are alike!!), which are sparkling on another classroom
bulletin board around a great display of paper snowpeople. We also
remembered that Jesus is the light of the world by cutting out green
construction paper rectangles for candles and gluing on marker-colored
yellow flames. Snow is also a gentle reminder that Jesus’ love for us is
as pure as the driven snow.

Think back to when you were a child yourself. What did you say
when someone asked, “What do you want to be when you grow up?”
Here are our students’ answers to that question:
Morning class
Emma: a ballerina
Taysom: a mailman driver
Cillian: a firefighter
Lila: a teacher
Bradley: a doctor
Kara: a vet and a dancer and a cowgirl

Juliett: a farmer
Leia: A YouTuber
Chelsie: a police officer
Amara: A firefighter
Ryan: a daddy

Afternoon class
Lux: a police officer
Henry: a firefighter
J.J.: a firefighter
Jaden: a firefighter
Keyara: a veterinarian
Roslyn: a firefighter
Matthew: fly airplanes
Lizzy: a cook
Olivia: an artist or a singer or a ballerina

We learned about Dr. Martin Luther King, and how he was a
pastor who wanted everyone to be treated equally and reminded people
not to fight but to live in peace. We made paper doves to remind us of
that important message.

Heads up! Registration begins next month
for the 2021-22 school year! In-house registration for
continuing students & siblings will be held March 3,
registration for members & friends of OHLC will be
March 10, and we’ll open for community registration
on the 17th.
God’s Peace, Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

January is also about community helpers and all the people who
live and work in our community and make it a better place. From the
garbage men, to the bakers, to the police offices and the fire fighters;
there are lots of jobs where people are helping us. We talked about them
all and did various activities, but we definitely missed taking our annual
trip to see the fire station and fire truck this school year, as well as our
annual visit from OHPD. (We hope we’ll be able to do those next year!)

In Sympathy

In January we learned about the letters S and D and the
numbers one through four. We also started our Star Student program
with Olivia, Taysom, Henry and Kara representing our morning and
afternoon classes. It’s always fun to see the pictures of our students, and
learn about what they like! If you happen to be in the church building,
be sure to stop by the hallway bulletin boards outside our preschool
doors and take a look.

Our hearts go out to those in our church family who recently
suffered the loss of loved ones:
...to Mike & Verna Morgan and family, following the death of Mike’s
cousin, Stacy Morgan;
...to Peg & Dave Fosnaugh and family, following the death of Peg’s
niece, Rondi Hudson;

At this time, both of our AM and PM classes are full and the PreK readiness class is up to 10 students. We are maintaining a healthy

...to the friends of former OHLC members Fred & Majken Warns
and to Majken and her family, following Fred’s death.
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illness isolated many young women from their families and communities. Many women were divorced because of this health challenge.
For example, Hawa was made whole once again; her life was fully
restored through the operation. We had to make an adjustment to our
strategy and funding allocation to address this challenge; we had to be
flexible enough to hear where God wants us to go.

Compassion Ministry: Good news in South Sudan

T

his is a closer look at work we are partnering in with the
Reconciliation Lutheran Community Center and Primary
Health Care Clinic outside Juba, South Sudan, most recently
through our January 2021 gift of $3,500 from OHLC’s Endowment. The
information was provided by Sharon Magnuson, ELCA Mission Funding
Director, who received an update in late December 2020 from Rahel
Mwiltula Williams, program fund director for Global Mission.

Regarding the 24 hrs. delivery ward: This was the other area
that was not in our strategy. We never thought we would have the
resources to run a 24 hrs. delivery ward service. Our focus was on a
Primary Health Care unit that does not require such major area of
services. Because of lack of services in the area, ELCA Global Mission
did not have any other option except to expand the clinic to include a
Maternity Ward to accommodate the surrounding communities.

Bob Wall
Church: Between 600-800 children attend Sunday School each Sunday.
Community Center offers Vocational Training:
 Women’s sewing program
 Women’s sewing co-op
 Computer training
 Study and reading space for students in the community.

With God’s help and support from synods and congregations
across ELCA, we were able to add the Maternity Ward wing to the clinic.
The Maternity Ward will be completed by mid-December. The facility
will begin its service by mid-January.

Clinic and Health Programs
 Fistula Program: “Fistula Camp” takes place 3-4 times a year at the
clinic. Holes or tears between the vagina and urethra or large
intestine can happen during difficult births and deliveries, especially
when no midwife or doctor is present. Hawa, one of the patients,
suffered from fistula problems for over 13 years until she came to
the clinic where she was operated on by volunteer doctors.
 The challenges of fistula program:
o The clinic is the only clinic in Hai Referendum area that provides
such services to the community. Most women delivered babies
at home—this had some serious implication on the health of
the mothers and their babies.
o Recently, we were forced to expand the clinic to provide 24 hrs
maternity care. This was due to high demand in the
community.

Here’s a picture of Hawa, healthy again and showing her
wonderful smile.

Summary:
When the program in South Sudan was started, we were clear
and very strategic. We never thought we would be involved in the
Fistula Program; initially it was not on our radar until we found out
there were over 60,000 girls and women suffering from this illness. This

Stephen Ministers, take note!

Our next meeting will be
Thursday, February 18 (a change from our usual 2nd Thursday of the
month), 4:00 PM via Zoom. Any questions? Contact Gaye,
gaye@tobysuds.com.
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BookMarks

SPIN Café looks forward to day shelter opening!

V

T

olunteers needed! SPIN Café is working towards opening its doors
again! As SPIN Board president, I’m pleased to announce we will
be opening a day shelter for the homeless, and need volunteers to help
welcome our guests. The format will be managed under strict COVID19 policies, and volunteers will use protective gear.
No, we don’t have a specific date for opening at this time, but
having volunteers available will help us as we make those plans a reality.
Please consider lending your support to this vital program for the homeless in our area.
Card tables needed! If you have one to spare, SPIN would be
delighted to receive it. We’ll use the tables to ensure our guests are
seated in a convenient, socially-distancing format.
Contact me to volunteer, to donate a card table, and/or if you
have questions about SPIN. You can reach me via the church office,
360-679-1561, or e-mail, mdstroud54@gmail.com.

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, Feb. 9 at 7 PM
on Zoom. Margaret Anderson will lead the group in a discussion
of the book Untamed by Glennon Doyle. To join in the discussion, contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com. All are welcome!
In her most revealing and powerful memoir yet, the activist, speaker
and bestselling author of Love Warrior and Carry On, Warrior explores
the joy and peace we discover when we stop striving to meet the
expectations of the world and start trusting the voice deep within us.
For many years, Glennon Doyle denied her own discontent. Then,
while speaking at a conference, she looked at a woman across the room
and fell instantly in love. Three words flooded her mind: There She Is.
At first, Glennon assumed the words came to her from on high; soon she
realized that they came from within. Glennon was finally hearing her
own voice – the voice that had been silenced by decades of cultural
conditioning, numbing addictions, and institutional allegiances. This was
the voice of the girl Glennon had been before the world told her who to
be. She vowed to never again abandon herself. She decided to build a
life of her own – one based on her individual desire, intuition, and
imagination. She would reclaim her true, untamed self.
Soulful and uproarious, forceful and tender, Untamed is both a
memoir and a galvanizing wake-up call. It offers a piercing, electrifying
examination of the restrictive expectations women are issued from
birth; shows how hustling to meet those expectations leaves women
feeling dissatisfied and lost; and reveals that when we quit abandoning
ourselves and instead abandon the world’s expectations of us, we
become women who can finally look at our lives and recognize: There
She Is. Untamed shows us how to be brave. As Glennon insists: The
braver we are, the luckier we get.
Memoir, 352 pages.

Pastor Marc Stroud

The power of love
By comparing love to everything from oxygen and fire
to wind and war, songs and poetry emphasize its immense
power — for good or for ill. Christian author Patrick Morley
uses metaphors that focus on love’s practicality in everyday
life: “Love is the glue that holds us together and the oil that
keeps us from rubbing each other the wrong way.” He also calls love
“the WD-40 of relationships” because it “can seep into tight places
where logic, threats and even promises just can’t seem to penetrate.”
St. Augustine, who predated WD-40 by centuries, knew that love
not only eases friction in personal interactions but, with God’s help, can
change hearts and lives. “Love all [people], even your enemies,” he
advises. “Love them, not because they are your brothers, but that they
may become your brothers. Thus you will ever burn with fraternal love,
both for him who is already your brother and for your enemy, that he
may by loving become your brother.”

Book, eBook, Downloadable Audiobook, Large Print, Audiobook CD

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations:
2 The Presentation of our Lord
3 Ansgar, Bishop of Hamburg,
missionary to Denmark &
Sweden, 865
5 The Martyrs of Japan, 1597
14 Cyril, monk, 869; Methodius, bishop
855; missionaries to the Slavs

The NewsletterNewsletter, February 2021

Included in this newsletter are February’s Prayer Ventures & The Spirit.
February’s featured fonts are Adastra Royal & Adastra Black.
The deadline for articles for the March newsletter is Thursday, Feb. 18.
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February

18 Martin Luther, renewer of the
Church, 1546
23 Polycarp, Bishop of Smyrna,
martyr, 156
25 Elizabeth Fedde, deaconess,
1921

SUNDAY

MONDAY

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1

2

3

4

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 Lydia Circle

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John
9
12:00 Old Dogs,
via Zoom
5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Coupeville Book
Group, via Zoom
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John
16

10

7:00 North Whidbey NA

7
8
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube

7:00 North Whidbey NA

14
15 Presidents Day
In-person worship/
Church office closed
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube
6:00 Lydia Circle
Will Seminar via Zoom
7:00 North Whidbey NA
12:00

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John
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2:30 Bell Group

6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA

17 Ash Wednesday

18 Newsletter Deadline

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

2:30 Bell Group

4:00 Stephen Ministry,
via Zoom

7:00 Ash Wednesday
worship, livestreamed

12:00 Old Dogs,
via Zoom

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

2:30 Bell Group

6:00 Knitting Group

Worship video on YouTube

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 Lenten midweek
worship, livestreamed

7:00 North Whidbey NA

Worship video on YouTube

19

20

26

27

10:00 Deborah Circle
11:30 OHLC Staff

24

28
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30

13

7:00 North Whidbey NA

23

7:00 North Whidbey NA

12

6:00 Knitting Group

21
22
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
6:00

SATURDAY
6

2:30 Bell Group

6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
25

Confirmation

FRIDAY
5

Love doesn’t make the world go round.
Love is what makes the ride worthwhile.
Franklin P. Jones

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
8:45-11:45 AM
1:00-4:00 PM
Pre-K Readiness Class, Th, F:
8:45-11:45 AM
No classes on Monday, Feb. 15
Registration for 2021-22 begins in March!
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