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EPIPHANY
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So, I’m optimistic. Things are looking up, at least in the long
term. There will be challenges, to be sure. There was never anything
about 2020 that marked it as a uniquely cursed year. 2020 is just a set of
numbers used to designate a particular duration of time. Putting a new
calendar on the wall or trading a zero for a one will not magically make
everything right with the world once again.

Pastor’s Page:
The hope that does not disappoint us
“I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of
glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to
know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know
what is the hope to which he has called you…”
Ephesians 1:17-18

Which is why it is
important to make a distinction
between earthly optimism and
Biblical hope. Earthly optimism
is a positive outlook, usually
based on circumstances and probabilities. I am sincerely optimistic
about the future as I consider the remarkable development of vaccines
for COVID-19. I am sincerely optimistic about the future of our
congregation as I have seen our remarkable resilience in the past year.
That’s all great, but Biblical hope goes deeper. Biblical hope trusts that
Christ Jesus has ultimately conquered our enemies of sin, death, and the
devil, even though they continue to hassle us our whole lives long.
Biblical hope dares to trust that God is at work even when the
circumstances and probabilities suggest otherwise.

“…and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given
to us.”
Romans 5:5
ell, it’s a new year. 2020 is behind us as last, and I’m
optimistic. I believe 2021 will be a good year for us at Oak
Harbor Lutheran Church. At some point in the year ahead I
envision us moving to one in-person service, at least for a while, where
we can all be gathered together without masks, sitting close in a full
sanctuary, singing our hearts out and getting to know each other again.
When will this be? Easter? Pentecost? Summer? Fall? I don’t know,
but I bet it happens sometime in 2021, and I’m already excited.

W

Biblical hope is what got us through 2020. A fascinating Gallup
survey recently found that, unsurprisingly, most Americans’ mental
health declined significantly in 2020. There was only one very specific
demographic that saw mental health remain stable, and it was those who
participated in some form of weekly worship. Seriously, Google it.

Whenever it does happen, I’m looking forward to having some
new people join us for those services. There are several people who
started worshiping with us either online or in the parking lot after the
pandemic began. I’ve only seen some of these people as a name and
profile picture on Facebook, or briefly greeted them in our parking lot
through the glare of car windows. These are people who are interested in
eventually joining us in the sanctuary when the pandemic is over. I can
hardly wait to greet them face to face and linger with them in our
fellowship hall. I can’t wait for you to meet them too.

We have a way to go before this pandemic is over, and I’m sure
2021 will throw us some curveballs, but I am optimistic about what lies
ahead for our world, our country, our community, and our congregation.
But more than that, I am full of hope. I am full of hope that God will
continue to be at work among us here at OHLC, just as he has been
through the darkest days of 2020. I trust that God is faithful, that his
steadfast love for us endures forever. I live in hope because of what
Christ Jesus has done for me, for you, for us, so that we would have an
abundant life with him that begins now and continues forever.

I see 2021 as an opportunity to take a fresh look at our ministries
as a congregation. It remains to be seen what things will look like when
the dust settles from the storm of this pandemic. It will be a rebuilding
year, to be sure. We won’t simply be flipping a switch labeled “back to
normal.” However, I am confident that we will take the best of what
we’ve learned during the pandemic as well as the ministries we’re able to
take up again and move forward into the future God has in store for us
with renewed energy and enthusiasm.

This is the hope to which God has called you too, and this hope
does not disappoint us.
Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Pastor Spencer on vacation, January 4-18

Tuesday night Bible study on Zoom

Owill be preaching, while Pastor Spencer is taking a break. Tuesday

Our Tuesday night Zoom Bible study on the
Gospel of John will be taking a short break while Pastor
Spencer takes some vacation time. It will resume on
January 19. Here’s the schedule for January:

ur worship schedule will continue unchanged and Pastor Stroud

night Bible study and the Word on Wednesday video devotions will go
on hiatus until the week of January 18.

Jan. 5
Jan. 12
Jan. 19
Jan. 26

Drive-in Semi-Annual meeting set for January 24

W

e will convene our semi-annual meeting at 9:30 AM on Sunday,
January 24. We will adapt our meeting to the logistics of the
parking lot and focus on three (probably brief) items of essential
business: passing our 2021 budget, electing new council members, and
electing delegates to Josephine Home and Lutherwood, and Voting
Members to the 2021 Synod Assembly (see the related
article below).
Attendees will sign in from your cars on your
way into the parking lot. We will vote by red and
green cards and/or paper ballots. Council members
will be stationed throughout the parking lot to help
text questions or comments to the presider. We
hope you will join us!

– NO CLASS
– NO CLASS
– John, Chapter 16
– John, Chapter 17

All are welcome to join us. You need not have attended
previous sessions. This study will conclude on Tuesday, Feb. 16.

Whidbey Young Life
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church has recently
partnered with Young Life, a community-based
Christian youth ministry. While many Young Life
activities have been put on hold due to recent COVID
restrictions, there have been some fun Zoom
meetings and an occasional outdoor gathering.
Families with teens are encouraged to follow the Young Life Oak Harbor
Facebook page and visit the website at https://whidbey.younglife.org/.

OHLC candidates sought

Aahead? We are seeking candidates for the following positions for
re you interested in serving God in a new way in the new year

Youth & Family Ministry: Zoom Scavenger Hunt on Jan 3!
This month join
us in a Scavenger Hunt
on Zoom, January 3 at 6
PM. To participate
please e-mail Beth
Stephens at
bethasteph@gmail.com
or sign up through the Youth and Family Facebook group in order to
receive a Zoom invitation. Each household team will search for items
around their home and race back to the screen to share. Prepare for an
action-packed night!
A smartphone, tablet, or computer with camera and microphone
is required. Mobile users will need to already have downloaded the
Zoom app. Sign up deadline is 5:00 PM on January 3.

election at the drive-in semi-annual meeting on January 24:
Voting Members (up to 3) to the 2021 Northwest
Washington Synod Assembly. This year’s assembly will
be held entirely online on Saturday, May 15.
Delegates (2) to Josephine Home, our Lutheran nursing
home/care facility in Stanwood
Delegates (2) to Lutherwood, our camp and retreat center
in Bellingham
If you are interested in any of these opportunities, let us know by
calling the church office or contacting Pastor Spencer or a council
member.
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Please Note:

OHLC Women

Regular print editions of Christ in our Home
devotionals for January/February/March have been delayed. If you’re on
our office devotional mailing list, we’ll send your copy ASAP! Several
large print versions are available for pick-up in the narthex, as well as
regular print Portals of Prayer.

Opportunities for fellowship, study, service
Deborah Circle will meet each Thursday in January at 10 AM
via Zoom. Contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com for more
information. All are welcome!
1/ 7: Sept. 2020 Gather magazine, “Holy Time, Holy Memory,” pgs.
20&21
1/14: Sept. 2020 Gather, “Holy Time, Holy Memory,” pgs. 22&23
1/21: Sept. 2020 Gather, “Holy Time, Holy Memory,” pgs. 24&25
1/28: Oct. 2020 Gather, “Holy Time, Holy Now,” pgs. 22&23

From the Office:

Dear members & friends of OHLC,
Thank you for all the Christmas cards, gifts, and sugary treats for my
boys and me. They were much appreciated and well-received! Also,
thank you even more for the reassurance of employment in spite of
COVID this last year. It helped me remain focused on “educating” (ha
ha) my boys. I’m very blessed to be your office manager and love you
all.
Rekann Brannon

Lydia Circle meets Mondays, Jan. 4 & 18, at 6:00 PM in the
education wing, for study in Ephesians: Wholeness for a broken world,
by Andrew T. Le Peau & Phyllis J. Le Peau. All are welcome!
Questions? Contact Peg Fosnaugh, 360-675-2821, or Mary Brock,
mkb1998@comcast.net .

Coupeville Book Group
he Coupeville Book Group meets Tuesday, Jan. 12 at 7 PM via
Zoom. Judy Fantauzzi will lead the group discussion of Rules
of Civility by Amor Towles. If you’d like to join the discussion,
contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com. Everyone is invited!

T

Lesser Festivals & commemorations
January

On the last night of 1937, twenty-five year old Katey Kontent is in a
second-rate Greenwich Village jazz bar when Tinker Grey, a handsome
banker, happens to sit at the neighboring table. This chance encounter
and its startling consequences propel her on a yearlong journey toward the
upper echelons of New York society—where she will have little to rely
upon other than a bracing wit and her own brand of cool nerve.
Fiction, 335 pgs.

1 THE NAME OF JESUS
2 Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe,
renewer of the church, 1872
6 EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
12 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
15 Martin Luther King, Jr., renewer
of society, martyr, 1968
17 Antony of Egypt, 356, Pachomius,
343, renewers of the church
18 The Confession of St. Peter
Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity begins

Available in paperback, eBook and downloadable audiobook

In Sympathy
Our hearts go out to those in our church family who recently
suffered the loss of loved ones:
to Dave and Peg Fosnaugh and family, following the death of Dave’s
cousin, Robert Mannes.
to Bob and Lisa Yeager and family, following the death of Bob’s
father, Bob Yeager, Sr.
to Billie Tull and family, following the death of her twin brother, Gert
Golsinger.

19 Henry, Bishop of Uppsala,
martyr, 1156
21 Agnes, martyr, 304
25 The Conversion of St. Paul
Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity ends
26 Timothy, Titus, and Silas,
missionaries
27 Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe
witnesses to the faith
28 Thomas Aquinas, 1274, teacher

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for
January.
The deadline for articles for the February newsletter is Thursday,
January 21.
This month’s featured font is Broadway. Drop caps are

AC1-Star.
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Here’s how our students finished the phrase, “My Christmas gift
for Jesus would be...”

His Kids Preschool
A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

AM class
J.J.: my toy dinosaur
Ryan: a dump truck
Tristan: a candy cane
Cillian: a gingerbread man
Taysom: a Santa toy
Emma: L.O.L dolls

ecember was very busy for us, a short month jampacked with activities! We painted paper Christmas trees, and made paper ornaments that re
minded us of Advent and Christmas. The ornaments
were blue candles, red bows, candy canes, bells, lambs,
an Advent wreath, and a star! During the month, we
collected hats, gloves, scarves from our preschool
families to be donated to our giving tree in the
narthex of the church. Our preschool families donated
6 hats, 2 scarves, 35 pairs of gloves and mittens, 22 pairs
of socks, and $20 to give to families in need. Thank you so much to our
families who helped out this great cause!

D

Lila: a toy
Chelsie: a toy snowman
Bradley: a small owl
Leia: a guitar
Juliett: a snowglobe
Kara: maracas

PM class
Lizzy: a baby toy
Roslyn: a Christmas tree
Jaden: a teddy bear
Henry: a cookie man so he can eat it
Olivia: a gingerbread cookie
Lux: chocolate wrapped up

We made our own Advent wreaths out of paper plates, tissue
paper, beads and construction paper. We know that the green circle
reminds us that God’s love never ends and the candles help us wait and
anticipate for Christmas. Ms. Debbie visited us and showed us how to
make wreaths and then sent supplies home with the students to make
their own wreaths with their families.

Amelia: a gingerbread man
Keyara: a gingerbread house
Lorelei: a Christmas tree
Jaxon: a gingerbread man
Indigo: a Christmas tree

We wish our friends and family of OHLC a very Merry
Christmas and a joyous new year!
God’s Peace –
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

During the month, we sang lots of Christmas songs and
stories were read. We painted and glittered paper bells to ring
out the good news of Jesus’ birth and made angels of out
paper plates to help us remember all the important jobs they
had when Jesus was born. We laced paper stockings, and
learned if you turn candy canes upside down, each one
makes a “J” for Jesus!

In appreciation
The following thank you note was sent to the ladies of Lydia Circle:
Dear Mary, Becky, Peg, Sheila, Beth, Angela, Roberta, and Fran,
Thank you for installing the automatic
hand sanitizer outside the preschool doors. It is
the perfect height () for the children and works
nicely.
The supply of hand sanitizer that you are donating for the
continued use is so appreciated. We were just about to order more when
I got the phone call from Mary. Perfect timing for us, and that is so
appreciated. Every little bit helps us immensely to keep our doors open
and able to keep our children and staff safe.

We made paper antlers and learned that animals with antlers
shed them each year but animals with horns just keep growing and they
don’t fall off. We made our own paper antlers, and wore them one day
when we met our parents in the parking lot and sang “Rudolph the RedNosed Reindeer” for them. Each of us even had our own very shiny red
nose.
We wrapped up the month with our Happy Birthday, Jesus Party
and gave our students their story Bibles at the final chapel for the year
before going home for Christmas break. We will be off for two weeks
and will return in January to start learning about winter things.

Love, Sara Harbaugh
Director, His Kids Preschool
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Endowment Committee

2021 brings new opportunities to provide services to people in
need. The Board of Directors has developed several levels of services to
provide meals and/or day shelter, depending on financial support. At a
minimum we will continue to provide sack lunches at Hal Ramaley Park.
Our goal, however, is to provide a day center, sack meals 7 days a week
and hot meals 3 days a week with an annual budget of $200,000. This
budget includes the aforementioned services and the accompanying staff
and supplies as well as overhead. We are coordinating with local
churches to re-open the day center and resume hot meal service.
We continuously seek out grants and work with our network of
churches and volunteers, but also rely on the generous financial support
from individuals. There are several ways to donate:
Send a check to SPiN Café, PO Box 2438, Oak Harbor, WA 98277
Contribute by PayPal or a credit/debit card via the Donate button on
our website, https://www.spincafeoh.org/donate.html
Set up a reoccurring donation on our website to contribute regularly
We are also in need of volunteers and are looking to add to our
Board of Directors. We adhere to strict COVID-19 guidelines to protect
our staff, volunteers, and guests.
Thank you so much for your past financial support. SPiN’s
long-term goal is to have our own facility where we can provide these
services. In 2021, we want to resume expanded services to the most
vulnerable in our community. Food insecurity is a real human condition.
Michele Chapman, Executive Director, SPiN Café

January’s disbursements are announced
s the 2020 year end was approaching, OHLC’s Endowment
Committee reviewed distributions from our Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church Endowment. As of October 31, 2020, our
endowment value was $219,284. Having received the church Council’s
approval, disbursements will be made in January 2021.

A

We will be distributing a total of $16,000.. Per the guidelines of
our Endowment we are disbursing the following:
$2,500 SPiN Café
$2,500 Lutherwood Camp
$3,500 ELCA Hunger Appeal/missions - Reconciliation Lutheran
Church and Clinic in Juba, Sudan
$2,500 OHLC’s His Kids Preschool
$2,000 Lutheran Youth (Young Life)
$2,000 Washington Farm Bureau for disaster relief in Eastern
Washington
$1,000 Scholarship for Lutheran Military Chaplain program
As you review your estate plan, please consider putting the Oak
Harbor Lutheran Church Endowment in your will/trust to continue your
stewardship. As you can see, it serves well.
Mark your calendars: We will be sponsoring a Will seminar with
our friendly Lutheran attorney, Brock Stiles, on Zoom on Feb 14, 2021 at
noon. Contact the church office to sign up as soon as you can and we
will get a Zoom invite out to you for the seminar.

We’re SPiNning over the sock collection!
Many thanks to the members of the congregation
who made contributions of socks for SPiN Café guests. It’s
looking like we’ll have a cold winter, and the wool socks we
collected will go a long way to keeping the homeless warm in
the inclement weather.
It was amazing, the number of socks we received.
All told, we collected 116 pairs of wool socks and 71 pairs
of heavy cotton blend, as well as a dozen pairs of gloves. This was
enough to provide a couple pairs of new socks for each of the SPiN
guests, with some left over to contribute to the warm clothing drive for
El Camino de Emaus.
Once again, thank you for your generosity!

In His Service, Bob Wall
Endowment Committee members are: Mike Dilley, Kelly Brock, Gail
Dobbins, Tom Coe Sr., and Pastor Jeff; Chair: Bob Wall.

Compassion Ministry
Update from SPiN Café
The Board of Directors of SPiN Café
would like to extend our heartfelt gratitude for
your support these past years. We could not have
served as many people in need as we have without your financial and
volunteer support, encouragement, and prayers.

Pastor Marc Stroud
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Sharing Tree 2020 bears a bumper crop

Companion Synod Christmas greetings
St. Katharina’s Lutheran Church, Kazan, Russia

OW – What a response! Our 2020 combined Sharing Tree
project and coat drive was a success! Your sharing
brightened Christmas for many people, including local
families, El Camino de Emaus families in the Skagit Valley, and seniors
at Josephine Caring Center in Stanwood. All felt your caring through
your sharing. In addition to the various gift suggestions and requests,
approximately $2,100 was donated in gift cards, along with many warm
new coats, hats, gloves, scarves, and pairs of socks.
Thank you to those who put up the tree in the narthex and
decorated it with all the tags. Thanks also to our His Kids Preschool kids
and families for donations of gloves, hats, and socks (see their totals in
the article on page 5). Thank you to our knitters for wonderful
handmade hats and scarves.
Especially to all who took the tags and brought those gifts and
gift cards to the church, and to those who delivered them,

W

THANK YOU

a very BIG
for caring and sharing!
Blessings to you in 2021. Keep caring!
The Sharing Tree Committee

News from PNG: Theodora Bokun has her first call!

“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.”
- Luke 2

O

ur friend, Pastor Bonio Bokun, sent us news about Theodora, his
daughter. She graduated with her seminary class and has received
her first pastoral call! We are thrilled about her success and her commitment to sharing the Gospel with folks in a very remote area of Papua
New Guinea. His letter is printed below.
Theodora receives support from OHLC, especially through our
Coupeville Worship Group. Contact me if you need more info.
Carol Reafs, wiggle2butt@yahoo.com

Dear friends and partners,
Covid challenges us, but Covid can’t tear us apart.
The community of St. Katharina in Kazan
and the communities of Volga and Kama
wish you Merry Christmas and blessed year 2021.
Many thanks for the help and spiritual support.
On behalf of the community and church council,
Sergey Gundin and Pastor David Gorn

To Great Friends on Whidbey Island,
Theodora got the call to serve in the remotest area of Karimui in
Chimbu province, bordering 3 provinces, Gulf, Jiwaka, Southern
Highlands and Eastern Highlands. She will go by plane, so waiting for
church hierarchy to raise ticket for MAF plane. The place is very
remote; I worry a lot and am having sleepless nights. Susa Carol, I am
more grateful to you and the great friends on Whidbey Island for
prayers and generous giving of dollars that made her through the
theological education.
With love in our Lord, Jesus Christ, Bonio Bokun

Financial Report
Income
Outgo
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November
$ 30,849
37,177
$ (6,328)

November
Year to date
$ 416,426
419,947
$ (3.531)

SUNDAY

MONDAY

3
4
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube
6:00 Lydia Circle
Youth & Family Zoom
7:00 North Whidbey NA
Scavenger Hunt 6:00
10
BAPTISM
11
OF OUR LORD
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube

7:00 North Whidbey NA

17
18
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30 6:00 Lydia Circle
Worship video on YouTube

Confirmation

6:00

7:00 North Whidbey NA

24
25
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in Semi9:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
annual Cong. Meeting
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube

31
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube

TUESDAY
5

WEDNESDAY
6

EPIPHANY

2:30 Bell Group

THURSDAY
7
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Boy Scouts
12
12:00 Old Dogs,
via Zoom
5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Coupville Book
Group, via Zoom
7:00 Boy Scouts
19

26
12:00 Old Dogs,
via Zoom
5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John

NEW YEAR’S DAY
Church office closed

SATURDAY
2

8

9

15

16

22

23

29

30

7:00 North Whidbey NA
13

14
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

2:30 Bell Group

4:00 Stephen Ministry
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
21 Newsletter Deadline

20
11:30 OHLC Staff

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John

FRIDAY
1

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

2:30 Bell Group
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
27

28

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

2:30 Bell Group
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

Like the light of the star that guided the magi to Jesus,
the light of Christ reveals who we are: children of God
who are claimed and washed in the waters of baptism,
sent out to be beacons of the light of Christ,
sharing the good news of God’s love to all people.
Sundays & Seasons, Year B, Augsburg Fortress, © 2
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The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
8:45-11:45 AM
1:00-4:00 PM
Pre-K Readiness Class,
Th, F:
8:45-11:45 AM

