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Pastor’s Page: Ministry at a Distance

hall and going directly to the
parking lot. So many
opportunities for connection are
hindered at best. Many are gone
completely, at least for now.

“As for us, brothers and sisters, when, for a short time, we were made
orphans by being separated from you—in person, not in heart—we
longed with great eagerness to see you face to face.”
1 Thessalonians 2:17

But not all of them.
Pastor Hoffman’s call was a
reminder to me that phone calls can be a powerful way to connect. I’ve
made a lot of them since this pandemic started. The whole OHLC staff
has been working the phones. Just when I was starting to get
discouraged that my only way to connect with so many parishioners has
been through phone calls, e-mails, texts, and Facebook messages, the
good Lord put me on the receiving end of such a connection, inspiring
me anew.

I

’ve been frustrated lately. I ’ve felt disconnected and a bit discouraged. Stymied is a great word. As this pandemic drags on it feels like
I’ve been doing ministry blindfolded, or with one hand tied behind
my back. It has become so evident to me how much connection with the
congregation comes from small visual cues in your faces when I’m
preaching to you in the sanctuary, or during the post-worship greetings at
the door, or during those brief check-ins during fellowship time. Those
in-person exchanges, however small, mean so much. They provide so
much connection. That connection is largely lost when 80% of the
congregation is either on the other side of a computer screen or behind
the glare of a car windshield, and I’ve been feeling it lately.

I was further reminded that the early church carried on so much
of its ministry in circumstances similar to ours today. Much of Paul’s
ministry (the Apostle, not Hoffman) happened from afar. While St. Paul
frequently expressed a longing to be with his people in-person, arguably
some of his best ministry happened at a distance through letters sent from
a far-off prison cell. And then there is the way the early church faithfully
mailed in their offerings to keep the church in Jerusalem on its feet. Best
of all, as the disciples were holed up in a room, stymied, protecting
themselves from the threats outside their doors, Jesus came to them,
establishing a connection with them, giving them his peace.

I received a phone call recently from Pastor Paul Hoffman.
Pastor Hoffman is a semi-retired pastor with both a heart and a gift for
being a pastor to pastors. I was part of one of his clergy coaching groups
about a year ago. In our phone conversation he asked me about my son
in college, remembering how hard it was for him when his firstborn left
home. He asked about how things were going in the congregation. He
recalled that I sometimes struggle with mild seasonal affective disorder
and asked if I had a plan for dealing with that in the coming months. It
was so thoughtful, and I needed the prod. It was a simple ten-minute
phone call, but by the time it was over I felt so known, so cared for. I
haven’t seen Paul in person in probably more than a year, but his warm
voice and caring questions established a connection which was so very
meaningful to me.

These are difficult and sometimes discouraging times. We miss
the ways we’re used to connecting with others, especially at church. As
an embodied, communal faith, nothing will ever replace in-person
fellowship, and so we will continue to feel somewhat disconnected for a
while yet. But we do have opportunities for ministry at a distance. Early
on in this pandemic I encouraged you to call one another. I’d like to
renew that call (Pardon the pun.). Phone calls can be wonderful way to
connect at a distance. Cards and notes can be a way to connect too,
particularly for those in care facilities. (See the article on page 16 for
more about this.) Especially as winter rolls in and the holidays will
probably need to be celebrated differently this year, let’s strive to
connect with one another, so that everyone in our church family would
feel known and cared for. Because you are.

So far this article probably sounds like just a bunch of violins
wailing for the mopey pastor, but that’s not why I’m bringing all of this
up. You see, I suspect that many of you have been feeling stymied and
disconnected too. I’ll bet many of you are in the throes of pandemic
fatigue. We are all missing the connections we make with brothers and
sisters in Christ when we gather in-person as the body of Christ. Even
those who have been attending our 8 AM in-person service have been
limited in making connections as we pass the peace from afar and are
expected to exit the sanctuary six feet apart, bypassing the fellowship

Christ’s peace be with you.
Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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have guidelines and recommendations from our local bishop and churchwide offices which are valuable and taken into careful consideration (see
Bishop Wee’s article in The Spirit insert), but we are free to take local
conditions into consideration. Of course, we have regulations from the
governor’s office and Island County Public Health. In addition, Pastor
Spencer has consulted with church members, our church insurance
company, other ELCA congregations located in phase three counties,
neighboring congregations of other denominations in Oak Harbor, and
even our furnace company with questions about air circulation in our
sanctuary. Pastor Spencer brings recommendations to the church
council, which further discerns together and makes a decision. What can
seem arbitrary and odd has been passed through many layers of
discernment.

WORSHIP AT OHLC:
NOVEMBER AND BEYOND

F

or most of November we will be keeping the same worship
schedule:

8:00 AM In-person service (Sign-up required)
8:00 AM Livestream on Facebook
10:30 AM Drive-in service
Worship video available on YouTube

However, beginning Sunday, November 29,
(the first Sunday of Advent)
we have tentative plans
to move the 10:30 service into the sanctuary.
Watch for updates!

Our current situation can be seen as a “fog of war” moment.
We’re doing the best we can in the midst of a chaotic time, with
confusing and sometimes contradictory information. Future studies
might show that some of our practices have been unnecessary. Or they
might not. Until some of this fog clears, we have cobbled together what
seems to be a set of best practices based on the best current information.

For those who would prefer to continue to worship in the parking
lot, we will be broadcasting all the audio from the sanctuary into the
parking lot on our FM channel and livestreaming the service so people
can continue to listen and/or watch in their cars. We will have parking
lot ushers who can bring bulletins and communion to you. Those who
would like to come into the sanctuary must sign up by calling or emailing the church office and follow all COVID-19 protocols. No sign
up is necessary for those who will remain in the parking lot.

Thank you for your continued patience as we strive to both
worship God and keep people safe.

Thanksgiving Eve online mini-service, November 25

P

astor Spencer will
be providing a
special online Service of
Word and Prayer for
Thanksgiving Eve on
Wednesday, November
25. Watch for it in the
“Word on Wednesday” email. If you are not receiving our “Word on
Wednesday” or “Friday
Foretaste” e-mails, check your spam folder and mark any messages from
OHLC as “safe.” If they aren’t there, e-mail Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.

We will be leaving the hay wagon “chancel” there in case we
end up needing to return to the parking lot, and for use with a special
drive-in Christmas Eve service we are planning.

How are decisions about worship being made?
Our worship practices right now can seem confusing, particularly when other congregations in our community are doing more, or
less, than we are at OHLC. Some congregations have a top-down polity
which mandates whether a church is worshipping in-person or not. The
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is not organized that way. We
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Growing & Learning

YOUTH & FAMILY ADVENT KICK OFF!

Tuesday night Bible study continues on Zoom

Sunday, November 29
After the 10:30 AM service (approximately 11:15) until 12:15

It isn’t too late to join us as we continue to work our way
through John’s gospel. If you are interested, just e-mail Pastor Spencer
and he’ll send you the link.

Congratulations to our Confirmands!

O

ur OHLC families with kids are invited to join us as we kick
off the Advent season with an outdoor gathering under our
canopy tents in the courtyard. We will distribute Advent
wreath kits and a special book for families to use for devotions and
prayers throughout the Advent season. We will also have some time for
visiting. We will wear masks and practice social distancing.
For those who can’t attend, we will deliver your kit and book to
you!
Contact the church office or Beth Stephens
(bethasteph@gmail.com) to indicate either delivery or your attendance
preference.

On Reformation Sunday (October 25) we had five young people
affirm their baptism to become confirmed members of Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church:
Matthew Ackerman
Mia Ackerman
Sophia Kristoffersen
Anders Spencer
Yusuke Zakimi
Congrats and blessings, Confirmands! And on behalf of each of
them, thank you to those who sent them cards and notes of
encouragement!
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OHLC partners with Young Life

Pastor Stroud brings vision to the help of SPiN Café
Excerpted from the Sept. 29, 2020, newsletter of SPiN Café

C

ouncil has approved a new
relationship between OHLC and
Young Life of Whidbey Island.
Young Life is an interdenominational,
community-based (rather than
congregation-based) youth ministry
organization with an active presence in Oak Harbor.
We will still have our own Luth Youth events, but will
supplement our youth ministry by inviting our youth to attend Young
Life events and by opening our facilities to host Young Life events at
OHLC. With the ending of our Munchy Monday program we are
looking forward to partnering with Young Life to develop ministry
opportunities for our neighbors across the street at Oak Harbor High
School when things open up again to more in-person activities.
In the meantime, our youth and their families are invited to visit
www.whidbey.younglife.org and the Young Life Oak Harbor Facebook
page to learn more and for listings of current activities. Our office
manager Rekann Brannon is a Young Life alum and gave it a ringing
endorsement, and the Spencer boys have attended Young Life events
recently and have found them to be a meaningful and fun way to connect
with other Christian youth in our community.

Pastor Marc Stroud knows SPiN Cafe well. He served as our Board
President until two years ago. After reassuming the role from Bob Wall, he’s
excited to face 2020’s latest challenges and bring a new direction that
redefines the way SPiN serves our community.
Marc Stroud brings new leadership to SPiN in uncertain times.
Asked about SPiN’s future, Pastor Stroud pauses to contemplate a
worldwide pandemic and the vast changes it has brought to our local
Whidbey Island scene. Just last January, SPiN was without a home,
struggling to provide three hot meals a week at two local churches. But
“we’ve found something we do well, really well,” he says. “We serve
lunches. We’re doing a great job at it, and it has been an important service
for homeless people and other hungry folks. Our lunch service also provides
a great opportunity for those who want to help us with our mission of
Serving People in Need.”
Stroud comes to SPiN’s mission with deep commitment to working with
those in extreme poverty. When living in Portland, OR, he helped establish
“Bread and Prayer” to feed and serve at Union Gospel Mission. And, at
Luther Place in Washington, DC, Stroud worked at the edge of the “Great
Burnout” section devastated by the riots of the late 1960s. He saw “great
poverty... and great anger” there in those times, and he understands the rage
and despair that naturally arise from a constant struggle to survive. He sees
clear parallels to those days in current unrest and protests across the country.
“After the end of COVID,” Stroud says, “of course we want to continue
to provide the lunches we’ve discovered we do so well.” Beyond that, he and
the Board envision a return to a regular evening meal program with a
reliable and warm indoor day center “where people can get a cup of coffee,
stay out of the weather, and talk to each other.” Like people do in a
community.
SPiN Executive Director [and OHLC’s own] Tom Saunders is excited
to have Stroud back at the wheel. “It has been great working with Marc the
past few weeks,” Saunders says. “His organizational skills will do well at
building the foundation for SPiN Cafe's growth for the future.”
Pastor Stroud sees a great opportunity to build consensus and support
among businesses and institutions in Oak Harbor, “to let them know that
we’re still here, we’re part of the community, and we want to collaborate
with them. We want to build synergy and work together.”
In 2018, for a previous article, Pastor Stroud was happy to discuss the
strong work his Lutheran parishioners brought to SPiN Cafe. Today, he’s
back behind the wheel, bringing solid leadership in uncertain times.
Many thanks to Pastor Marc Stroud for your devotion to SPiN Cafe.

In Appreciation
Many thanks to Kelly Brock for being our rock again with the
farm chores, to the Margrafs for the homemade meal (including
homemade ice cream!), and for the many cards and calls we’ve received
as we’ve been recuperating – Dave following knee surgery and Peg from
pneumonia. We are truly blessed to have such wonderful friends in our
church family.
Dave & Peg Fosnaugh

Thanks to Lydia Circle!
We are grateful to the ladies of Lydia Circle for providing
funding for two canopy tents and a propane patio heater to help facilitate
outdoor gatherings here at OHLC. These have already proven very
helpful in COVID times, and will be a blessing here at OHLC for years
to come. Thank you!
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BookMarks: Coupeville Book Group

T

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, November 10 at
7:00 PM via Zoom. Lisa Margraf will lead the group discussion
of the book Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the
Universe, by Benjamin Alire Saenz. You are responsible for providing
your own beverage and dessert. Contact Gaye Rodriguey at
gaye@tobysuds.com for more information.

Lydia Circle invites you to their

8th annual

Dante can swim. Ari can’t. Dante is articulate and self-assured.
Ari has a hard time with words and suffers from self-doubt. Dante
gets lost in poetry and art. Ari gets lost in thoughts of his older
brother who is in prison.
Dante is fair skinned. Ari’s features are much darker. It seems
that a boy like Dante, with his open and unique perspective on life,
would be the last person to break down the walls that Ari has built
around himself.
But against all odds, when Ari and Dante meet, they develop a
special bond that will teach them the most important truths of their
lives, and help define the people they want to be. But there are big
hurdles in their way, and only by believing in each other – and the
power of their friendship – can Ari and Dante emerge stronger on
the other side.
Fiction, 359 pages

Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 7,

Available in paperback, eBook, Audiobook CD,
downloadable AudioBook

9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Set-up begins Friday, Nov. 6, 3:00 PM

OHLC Women
Opportunities for fellowship, study, service

Handmade gifts, wonderful crafts, knitted items,
holiday décor, Granny’s Attic,
and more!

Deborah Circle news:
Deborah Circle will meet the first three Thursdays in November
at 10 AM via Zoom. If you are interested in joining the discussion of the
book Be the Bridge: Pursing God’s heart for racial reconciliation,
please contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com.

Face masks required.

Nov. 5: Chapter 8, Righting the Wrong: Making Amends, pgs.149-170
Nov. 12: Chapter 9, Relationships Restored: Reconciliation and
Restorations, pgs. 171-192
Nov. 19: Chapter 10, Building More Bridges: Reproduction, pgs.193-221

CDC Guidelines are being followed.
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His Kids Preschool

What’s your favorite color? Here’s how our students answered
that question:

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

I

Morning class
Lila: Purple
Tristan: Blue
Cillian: Red
Taysom: Rainbow
Leia: Pink and purple
Chelsie: Pink and brown

n late September, Ms. Debbie, our science lady, took us on a nature
walk, where we observed the outdoors and found interesting things to
catch with our sticky packing tape “bracelets”. She also left us a
walking stick insect terrarium to observe.
We started off October with a focus on the letter O,
the color orange, oval shapes, and making paper owls to
decorate our classroom. Then we continued the month with
the letters B, P and X, which led us to learn about bats,
pumpkins and our bones (x-rays).

Ryan: Red
Bradley: Red
Kara: Pink
Juliett: Pink
Emma: Pink and purple

Afternoon class
Olivia: Pink
Jaxon: Red
Jaden: Red and blue
Amelia: Purple
Henry: Pink
Lux: Blue
Indigo: Red
Roslyn: Pink
Keyara: Purple and black and dark blue
Lizzy: Purple, pink, red, and blue
Lorelei: Pink and purple and blue

This was the first year we had to miss our annual field trip to
Case Farm to visit Mr. and Mrs. Pumpkin, harvest some pumpkins and
see all their animals. Fortunately, Ms. Debbie came to the rescue again!
She picked up our pumpkins from Case Farm and created a “patch” in
the play area behind the fellowship hall, where the students could pick
out their own pumpkins. She also brought some animals from her farm
for us to see. It was a good day and a great alternative to be able to offer
the children.

God’s Peace,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

We had a friend of Ms. Elva’s come into the classroom for
several days after school to paint some fall scenes on our windows for
the children’s enjoyment. There are swirling
leaves, a bat and an owl in flight, and pumpkins,
corn stalks, and sunflowers. The different
vibrant colors for the children to look upon are
an added treat in our classroom. As an extra
interest, they’re “interactive” pictures, where
our students have been able to add their own
paper cutout petals to the sunflowers, leaves for
the apple tree branch, and ears of corn in the
harvest basket. She plans to come again and do
a winter scene for us later on. Thank you to
Elva’s friend, Crystal!

Happy Thanksgiving
from the students & staff
of His Kids Preschool!

We wrapped up October with our
annual PJ party, where fun was had by all.
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Reaching out to our brothers and sisters in care centers

Ways to participate:

e have several OHLC members in care
centers, which are under particularly
strict protocols to prevent outbreaks in
their facilities. Even where in-person visits are
allowed, they are hard to arrange, awkward, and
usually brief. A good way to reach out to these
friends is through the mail. In the weeks ahead, please
consider sending a card or note to some of our members listed below.
Consider adding them to your Christmas card mailing list too!

Option 1: Bid or donate! Register and get a Bid Number to bid on
great items. If you have anything you’d like to donate, give us a call at
360-734-7652, or e-mail adventure@camplutherwood.org.
Option 2: Lutherwood’s fun box. In this box we will have items for
you to create the Lutherwood auction ambience for you or a sociallydistanced, masked group in your home. Items include decorative
tablecloth, centerpiece, cloth leaves, and hymn candle votive. We’ve
included a mocha latte mix and a hot fudge brownie in a cup (mug
included), as well as 4 raffle tickets for a chance to win in our basket
drawing. For the kids, we’ve included coloring sheets, tree cookies,
sharpies, canteen items, and stickers. This will get put in the mail or
delivered before the auction! Also includes a recipe if you want to
participate in Option 3 but are joining us from a couple hours outside of
Lutherwood.
Option 3: Lutherwood’s fun and food box. Includes all items from
Option #2 and everything you’ll need for dinner! We’ll start with a
delicious appetizer plate with a variety of fruits, cheese and crackers, as
well as a bottle of wine and/or apple cider. Next, Chef Rob and staff will
show you how to have fun while cooking an easy-to-make but elegant
dinner of rolled chicken cordon bleu, roasted potatoes, and green beans
with slivered almonds. For dessert we’ll finish with a mocha latte tube
and cake in a cup (mug included). This box will be delivered the Friday
before the auction.

W

Tom Coe Sr.
Summer Hill Assisted Living
165 SW 6th Avenue
Oak Harbor, WA 98277

Sande Mulkey
Phyllis Rollag
Arta Sandstrom
Regency on Whidbey
1040 SW Kimball Drive
Oak Harbor, WA 98277

Abby Chromy
Helen Grigsby
Billie Tull
Home Place Special Care
171 SW 6th Avenue
Oak Harbor, WA 98277

Willard & Dottie Krigbaum
Meridian at Stone Creek
1111 S 376th Street
Milton, WA 98354

We’re thrilled this year to be able to expand to our friends all
over the country. If you live within a couple hours of Lutherwood, we’re
happy to deliver your winnings and boxes. Otherwise, we ask you to
plan to pay for shipping.

Notes from Lutherwood
Camp & Retreat Center, Bellingham

Thank you for continuing to support us!
Robert K. Gillespie, Executive Director
Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center

2020 Virtual Auction: You are the light of the world
We are excited to announce Lutherwood’s Annual Auction will
be held virtually! Be a part of Lutherwood’s journey during this time of
change.

charityauction.bid/Lutherwood2020Auction
Bidding begins November 7, 4:00 PM, and ends November
14 at 5:15 PM. Many items are already in the catalog, but come back
soon to check for more! November 14, 4:00-5:30 PM will include a
cooking demonstration, highlighted auction items, and fun.
8

Please take note!

For the fruit of all creation,

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit
for November.

thanks be to God.
For the gifts to every nation,

The deadline for the December issue of the newsletter is Friday, Nov. 20. If your article will be a little late, please contact
Martha in the church office and she’ll do her best to save you a space.

thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,

OHLC’s men’s group, the Brotherhood of St. Bernard (aka
The Old Dogs) meets for lunch on Tuesdays, Nov. 10 & 24 at
noon via Zoom. Have your own lunch at hand and join in the fellowship
and discussion! If you’re interested in participating and you’re not
already on his list, contact Pastor Marc Stroud, mdstroud54@gmail.com,
and he’ll send you the link.

future needs in earth’s safekeeping,
thanks be to God.
In the just reward of labor,
God’s will is done.

This month’s featured fonts are Copperplate Gothic

In the help we give our neighbor,

Light and Copperplate Gothic Bold.

God’s will is done.

Financial Report
Income
Outgo

September
$ 39,041
37,783
$ 1,258

In our worldwide task of caring

September

for the hungry and despairing,
in the harvests we are sharing,

Year to date
$ 349,894
341,296
$ 8,598

God’s will is done.
For the harvests of the Spirit,
thanks be to God.

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
November

For the good we all inherit,

1 All Saints’ Day
3 Martin de Porres, renewer of
society, 1639
7 John Christian Frederick Heyer,
1873, Bartholomaeus
Ziegenbalg, 1719, Ludwig
Nommensen, 1918, missionaries
11 Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397,
Søren Kierkegaard, 1855, teacher
17 Elizabeth of Hungary, 1231,
renewer of society

For the wonders that astound us,

thanks be to God.

23 Clement, Bishop of Rome, c.100
Miguel Austin Pro, 1927,
martyr
24 Justus Falckner, 1723,
Jehu Jones, 1852,
William Passavant, 1894,
pastors in North America
25 Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, 1748
30 Andrew, Apostle

for the truths that still confound us,
most of all, that love has found us,
thanks be to God.
Evangelical Lutheran Worship , Hymn 697
Text by Fred Pratt Green , 1903-2000
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SUNDAY
1
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30

MONDAY
2

Worship video on YouTube

7:00 North Whidbey NA
8
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In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube

7:00 North Whidbey NA
15
16
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube

7:00 North Whidbey NA
22
23
In-person worship/
livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Worship video on YouTube

7:00 North Whidbey NA
29
Advent 1
30
In-person worship/livestreamed on Facebook
8:00
Tentative schedule:
In-person worship/broadcast to parking lot 10:30
Worship video on YouTube
7:00 North Whidbey NA

TUESDAY
3

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John
10
12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom
5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Coupville Book
Group, via Zoom
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John
17

5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John

WEDNESDAY
4

THURSDAY

11:30 OHLC Staff

5
10:00 Deborah Circle
via Zoom

2:30 Bell Group

6:00 Knitting Group

FRIDAY

2:30 Bell Group

18

12
10:00 Deborah Circle
via Zoom

11:30 OHLC Staff

2:30 Bell Group

6:00 Knitting Group

HOLIDAY
BAZAAR!

3:00 Begin set-up
for the bazaar

13

4:00 Stephen Ministry
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
19 Newsletter Deadline
10:00 Deborah Circle
via Zoom

7
Lydia Circle’s annual

7:00 North Whidbey NA
11 Veterans Day
Church office closed

SATURDAY

6

9:00 AM to 3:00 PM
Online Lutherwood
auction begins, 4 PM
14

Online Lutherwood
auction ends, 5:15 PM
20

21

27

28

7:00 North Whidbey NA

24

25

26 Thanksgiving Day
Church office closed

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom
5:30 Al Anon
6:30 Cub Scouts
7:00 Zoom study:
Gospel of John

11:30 OHLC Staff

2:30 Bell Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
8:45-11:45 AM
1:00-4:00 PM
Pre-K Readiness Class, Th, F:
8:45-11:45 AM
No classes 11/11; 11/25-27

Youth & Family Advent
kick-off
11:15
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