SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST – SEPTEMBER 20, 2020
PRELUDE
WELCOME
CONFESSION Matthew 28:19, 1 John 1:8-9
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
A brief silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,
have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
FORGIVENESS John 20:22-23

PSALM 145:1-8

setting by Sharon Erickson

The refrain is sung at the direction of the cantor.

Cantor’s verses:
I praise you, God and King, bless your name forever. Great are you Lord, greatly to be praised,
greatness beyond understanding.
From father to daughter and mother to son, proclaim the Almighty’s majesty; tell of his glory,
goodness and might, sing of his righteousness.

GREETING 2 Corinthians 13:13
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray:
Lord God, you call us to work in your vineyard and leave no one standing idle. Set us
to our tasks in the work of your kingdom, and help us to order our lives by your
wisdom; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16
The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 20th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the
usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he
saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the
vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about
noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out and
found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all
day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the
laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.’ When
those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when
the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the
usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying,
‘These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the
burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to
you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do
what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?’ So
the last will be first, and the first will be last.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY

“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
THE PEACE
ANNOUNCEMENTS
SPECIAL MUSIC

“Blessed Assurance”

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 2 Timothy 4:22, Colossians 3:1, Psalm 136

Zoe Longsinger

PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY Isaiah 6:3, Psalm 118:26, Matthew 21:9

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed...
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able;

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
PRAYER FOR USE BY THOSE NOT JOINING US IN PERSON
The following is adapted from an ancient prayer now in wide use in Lutheran, Episcopal, and
Anglican congregations during this time when many are unable to be present to receive the
Lord’s Supper. Those joining us online are invited to use this prayer at this point in the liturgy.
Please know that Eucharistic Ministers are available to bring you the sacrament. If you are
interested in this ministry, please call the church office. The Lord’s Supper is also being
distributed at our 10:30 drive-in service in a low-contact manner.
In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church where your Holy
Supper is now being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I
remember your death, Lord Christ; I proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in
glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I
beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and strengthen me with your
grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and you in
me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen.
POST COMMUNION BLESSING
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:22-27
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord!
Thanks be to God!
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