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Pastor’s Page:

As we begin to look at Fall programming at OHLC, so much is
unknown. It is hard to say what will be allowed, what will be safe, and
what people will be willing to do.
I heard a friend once say that in
the military there is always a Plan
A, but with it there is an
understanding that you might get
through the entire alphabet before
your mission is accomplished.
That sounds about like what we
can expect in the days ahead at
OHLC as we continue to strive to
carry out our mission.

Proclaim the Message, Be Persistent

“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly
urge you: proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is
favorable or unfavorable.”
2 Timothy 4:1-2

T

hese are not “favorable” times for the church, are they? We have
been facing logistical challenges for doing ministry which are
unprecedented in modern times. While I understand and accept
public health mandates prohibiting gatherings, including church
gatherings, I have to admit it has been a little jarring to have what we do
as the church be given the ignoble designation of “non-essential” by our
government. There are challenges posed by the political climate: our
cancel culture has people so obsessed with the sins of others that they are
unable or unwilling to confess their own; people seem far more
passionate about candidates than Christ, more concerned about victory
than reconciliation. Our media churn out dire, half-baked headlines with
such ferocious volume that it is hard for people to hear the Good News
above the din.

But one thing is clear: we
will proclaim the message and we
will be persistent whether the time is favorable or unfavorable. A
colleague of mine recently reminded our clergy group that when the
Diocletian persecution started, the church didn’t put everything on pause
until conditions were more favorable. They adapted. They proclaimed
the message in other ways. They were persistent. We need to adapt as
well. We need to continue to find ways to do ministry in these
unfavorable conditions. And we will. The Word will be proclaimed.
Our children will be taught the faith. We will do Bible study. We will
serve our neighbors. God will be worshipped.

I probably sound pessimistic. I am not. Oak Harbor Lutheran
Church is doing fantastic in the midst of all this. Our giving has
remained steady and strong. Our three-fold worship opportunities,
including online, in-person, and drive-in services, have kept attendance
up and has even brought God’s Word to people who would normally not
darken the doors of our church. Our members have gone out of their
way to care for one another through phone calls and notes. I’ve had
some wonderful, meaningful, carefully distanced porch visits with folks.
I do indeed ache for more favorable COVID conditions so that we can
resume more in-person ministry, but I am not pessimistic. I am realistic,
however. These have not been favorable conditions for doing ministry.
Everything is more difficult right now.

I hope you will be persistent in proclaiming the message on a
personal level as well. Especially now when the church building is
mostly empty, this is a season for personal, one-on-one witnessing to
Christ Jesus, sharing the gospel. Though external conditions are indeed
unfavorable, in a time of pandemic, economic stress, political chaos, and
social unrest, there is nothing people need to hear more than the Good
News of a loving Savior who has overcome the world and its
tribulations, who is with us even now, forgiving us, filling us with hope,
giving us the peace beyond all understanding. Proclaim this message.
Be persistent. People desperately need to hear it.

In his letter to Timothy, the Apostle Paul encourages his young
protégé to proclaim the message persistently, whether the time is
favorable or unfavorable. He encourages this young pastor to keep at it
when times are hard, to not be discouraged or distracted by challenging
conditions. This is not only Paul’s word to Timothy, it is God’s Word to
us.

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Worship schedule for August:

A note from Pastor Jeff about August 9

N

I

ot much has changed with the COVID-19 situation in Island county
and we seem to be settled into a manageable worship schedule with
a variety of opportunities. Therefore, we will continue the same
schedule in August with the exception of August 9 (see below for
details). If you choose to attend the drive-in service and it gets too hot in
your car, know that it is perfectly fine to bring a lawn chair and sit
outside your vehicle provided you wear a mask and maintain 6’ of
distance between yourself and people who are not part of your
household.
August 2:

ONLINE WORSHIP POSTED BY 8AM
8:00AM - IN-PERSON SERVICE (registration
required)
10:30AM – DRIVE-IN SERVICE

August 9:

ONLINE WORSHIP POSTED BY 8AM
8:00AM - IN-PERSON SERVICE (registration
required)
NO DRIVE IN SERVICE THIS WEEK
(see note)

August 16:

ONLINE WORSHIP POSTED BY 8AM
8:00AM - IN-PERSON SERVICE (registration
required)
10:30AM – DRIVE-IN SERVICE

August 23:

ONLINE WORSHIP POSTED BY 8AM
8:00AM - IN-PERSON SERVICE (registration
required)
10:30AM – DRIVE-IN SERVICE

August 30:

have been reluctant to take a Sunday
off since the coronavirus crisis began.
So much has been happening so fast, with
many adaptations and technical challenges
over the past weeks. Also, it has felt like
preaching to you on Sundays – even if only
through a computer screen – has been the only
way I have had to stay connected with you. I don’t regret not taking any
Sundays off so far this summer, and I am not complaining. It is what I
have chosen to do of my own volition and without any pressure from
anyone. Don’t worry, I’m doing fine. I’m taking vacation days here and
there during the week to do fun things with my family.
However, as many of you know, my oldest son is headed off to
college at Texas A&M. My wife and I have long planned to take him
down so we can do some dorm shopping with him in Texas and get him
moved in. Because of COVID-related changes to the academic calendar,
we need to take him on August 9 so he can be ready for his move-in day
on August 11. This is a milestone trip for us that I do not want to miss.
Because I will be gone, we will not be having the drive-in
service on August 9. I have a system down for the drive-in service
which utilizes a bunch of complicated and exceedingly finicky
equipment, so much so that it is too much to ask someone else to set it up
and run it. Pastor Stroud will be preaching for the online and 8 AM inperson services that Sunday. I hope those of you who have been
attending the drive-in service will explore one of these other options for
this one Sunday.
Thank you for your patience as I do my best to navigate my
varied responsibilities and callings in this challenging time.

ONLINE WORSHIP POSTED BY 8AM
8:00AM - IN-PERSON SERVICE (registration
required)
10:30AM – DRIVE-IN SERVICE

Pastor Jeff

Devotional booklets available

Note that it is unlikely we will be having the church picnic and
worship service at the Muzzall farm this year. If conditions change and
the possibility opens up, we will let you know.

Daily devotional booklets, Christ in Our Home and Portals of
Prayer, July through September, are available in the narthex. If you
would like us to put a copy in the mail for you, contact the church office,
360-679-1561, office@oakharborlutheran.org .
3

Vacation Bible School 2020

OHLC needs a Weed & Water Brigade!

S

ummer weather prompts us to set up four
teams for weeding and watering the church
parking lot’s island areas and the flowerbeds
in front of the fellowship hall windows and out near
the fire hydrant at the street.
Each team will be assigned to one month.
It takes about one hour to weed and water as
needed. Tom Piper will guide you through the
process.
Tom will serve during the month of
August, but he needs one person to join him for that month’s duty.
Volunteers are needed for September and October – only
God knows if it’ll still be dry in November, so we’ll follow God’s call
when we get to that point.
If you can help – either as a partner for Tom in August or
willing to recruit a partner to serve during another month – please contact
Tom at 360-675-4739, tomreflexpiper@gmail.com.

The Adventures of Paul:
All Ages Family Camp (Homestyle Edition) is here!
OHLC’S Take-Home/Online
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL!

T

he 2nd of August, from 7:00 to 8:00 PM, will be our optional inperson kick-off meet-up. All those signed up; join us for some
socializing and to pick up Take Home Craft Packets and
Curriculum. We will hang out outside and enjoy a snack together.
If you can’t make it to the kick-off, don’t worry. Packet Pickup
will be available all week during office hours.
Learn more about the adventures of the Apostle Paul as your
family enjoys a unique Vacation Bible School experience. We will
provide you with printed (or e-mailed) resources along with online
videos for a custom-made, on-demand, COVID-safe, at-home VBS!
To register, contact Beth Stephens, bethasteph@gmail.com
or the church office, office@oakharborlutheran.org !

Update on Coupeville Worship Group project:
Seminary student in Papua New Guinea
We are excited to announce that Theodora
Bokun, the young woman whose seminary studies
have been supported by our congregation, is going to
graduate in November!
An e-mail from her father, Pastor Bonio Bokun,
explained that the tradition in that culture is to give gifts to
each teacher on the evening before graduation. Theodora would like to
provide a pectoral cross for each of her eleven teachers at a cost of $20
each. Pr. Bonio asked if we could provide the funds for that gift. If we
raise more than the $220 for the gift and $40 for the transfer fee, the
remainder would make a great gift for Theodora herself as she begins her
ministry.
If you would like to contribute towards this gift, please add the
Designated Fund number 2316 on your check or offering envelope.
We would like to send the funds by the end of August. If you
have questions, you are welcome to call Carol Reafs, 360-672-1232.
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OHLC Women

BookMarks

Opportunities for fellowship, study& service

T

Deborah Circle notes:
Deborah Circle will meet every Thursday in August, from 10
AM until noon via Zoom. All are welcome! Contact Gaye Rodriguey
for more information at gaye@tobysuds.com .
August 6:

“Just Love,” July/August 2020 Gather magazine, page 20,
“In The Community: From Tree to We”

August 13:

July/August 2020 Gather magazine, page 23

August 20:

July/August 2020 Gather magazine, page 34, “In the
Nation: Giving Birth to Justice”

August 27;

July/August 2020 Gather magazine, page 37

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, August 11 at 7:00
PM via Zoom. Gail Dobbyn will lead the discussion of the book,
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng:

In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of
Cleveland, everything is planned—from the layout of the
winding roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful
lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies
this spirit more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding
principle is playing by the rules.
Enter Mia Warren—an enigmatic artist and single
mother—who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenage
daughter, Pearl, and disregard for the status quo that
threatens to upend this carefully ordered community.
Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is determined to
uncover the secrets in Mia’s past. But her obsession will
come at unexpected and devastating costs.
Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the
nature of art and identity, the ferocious pull of motherhood—
and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert
disaster.
Fiction, 396 pages
Available as book, eBook,
Downloadable Audiobook, Audiobook CD and Large Print

Yes, there will be a bazaar this fall!

T

he women of Lydia Circle are delighted to announce the annual
fall bazaar will be held on Saturday, Nov. 7. Safety measures
will be observed. Due to the COVID-19 limitations, there will
not be any vendors this year, nor will they be able to accept baked goods.
Donations of handcrafted items will be needed, as well as
gently-used items for Granny’s Attic; the deadline to bring in these
items is Saturday, Oct. 17. Questions? Need more information? Please
contact Peg Fosnaugh, 360-675-2821.

If you are interested in joining the discussion,
please contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com .

Free to good homes: books available!
Trudy & (retired pastor) Jay Decker are
downsizing their personal library as they
prepare to move from Coupeville to Oak
Harbor. If you’re in the church building, stop
by the library and take a look through the boxes
for a wide selection of sacred and secular
works.

Attention, knitters!
The Knitting Group meets on Thursdays
starting at 6:00 PM in the comfy chairs in the prayer
room. Questions? Contact Becky Peattie, 360-9293938, beckypeattie@yahoo.com .
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Compassion Ministry
Home communion
is available through Eucharistic Ministry

A

s the Oak Harbor Lutheran Church community, we live out our faith in many ways.
This time of sequestration from COVID, however, has deprived
us of so much of our usual experience of Christian life.
A major expression of our faith is our worship and at the center
of the worship service is the sharing of the peace and partaking of the
communion meal.
Although it’s still some way off when we will be able to join
together in what we think of as normal Christian worship – including
touching hands as we share the peace and receiving the elements of holy
communion in the manner we so fondly remember – we can still
participate in certain aspects of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.
The sharing of communion with the homebound has been an
aspect of our worship for a very long time. Now that social gathering
guidelines have relaxed enough for people to meet in small groups, we
have the opportunity to bring the Eucharist to OHLC members whose
health concerns limit their socializing. Would you like to have a visit
from a Eucharistic Minister?
OHLC-trained Eucharistic Ministers make in-home visits,
bringing the elements of holy communion in sanitized communion kits.
They will have a shortened service with you, with prayers, the reading of
the Gospel, and communion. They will meet with you in your home, or
outside in a comfortable place of your choosing. They will wear a mask
and gloves in accordance with current caregiver practices.
If you would like to receive such a visit, please contact Pastor
Marc Stroud through the office of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, 360679-1561.
If you are healthy and feel led to become a Eucharistic
Minister yourself to aid our homebound members, contact Pastor Stroud
via the office, 360-679-1561. He’ll meet with you for a short training
session and assign a care-receiver to you.

Maycol, also quarantined, is part of an indigenous Peruvian autonomous group. His family, in a
relatively isolated area, had been exposed to the
the virus and his mother was near death. Her recovery – following much prayer by
the GO Missions community – has led to the family confessing Christ.

Stephen Ministry will meet via Zoom
on Thursday, August 13 at 5:15 PM.
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Financial Report

In Sympathy
Our hearts go out to Moeko Seim, her son Roger Seim and the rest of the
family, following the death of Gerald Seim on July 6.
Gerry, Moeko, and their five children joined OHLC in February of 1976.
We also extend our sympathy to Barbara Wilson
following the death of her cousin, Arlowyn Kramer,
on July 24 in Texas

Income
Outgo

June

June
$ 38,613
35,255
$ 3,358

Year to date
$ 255,860
232,777
$ 23,083

Lesser Festivals

 Peace be to their memory. 

August

8 Dominic, founder of the Order
of Preachers (Dominicans), 1221
10 Lawrence, deacon, martyr, 258
11 Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, 1253
13 Florence Nightengale, 1910, Clara
Maas, 1901, renewers of society
14 Maximilian Kolbe, 1941,
Kaj Munk, 1944, martyrs

His Kids Preschool notes:
Registration continues for our 2020-2021 school year!
As of this writing, we are planning on in-person classes, with appropriate
precautions taken. Registered families will receive a letter in August
with further information, as well as the schedule for
parent/student/teacher conferences in early September.
It’s going to be a great year for His Kids!

15 Mary, Mother of our Lord
20 Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux,
1153
24 Bartholomew, Apostle
28 Augustine, Bishop of Hippo,
430, Moses the Black,
martyr, 405

When God crosses our paths
Pastor and martyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer
wrote, “God will be constantly crossing our paths
and canceling our plans by sending us people with
claims and petitions.”
Last spring, the whole world had plans
canceled, first by COVID-19 and then with God
“sending us people with claims and petitions.”
Some needed prayers for healing or for coping
with grief. Medical staff, teachers, pastors and
others serving long hours needed support: meals,
check-in calls, “thinking of you” cards. Parents working remotely while
helping kids with distance-learning needed encouragement. Crucial
nonprofit work still required donations.
Pre-pandemic, you may not have realized that staying home or
wearing a face mask could be a ministry. Or that sending a card
expresses love in Jesus’ name. Or that buying takeout from a local
restaurant can be a gift to the owners. When our calendars empty, God
“crosses our paths” in new ways – both to be with us and to nudge us
toward others (even if virtually, or six feet apart!).

The Brotherhood of St. Bernard,
OHLC’s men’s study & fellowship group
a.k.a. The Old Dogs,
meets via Zoom at 12:00 Noon
on Tuesdays, August 11 & 25.

Included in this newsletter
are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for August.

The deadline for articles for the September newsletter
is Thursday, August 20.

The Newsletter Newsletter, September 2020

This month’s featured font is Garamond.
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SUNDAY
2
Online worship
posted by 8:00

MONDAY
3

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
Drive-in worship

10:30

9
Online worship
posted by 8:00

16
Online worship
posted by 8:00

10:30

THURSDAY
6
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

FRIDAY
7

SATURDAY
1

8
7:00 North Whidbey NA
10

7:00 North Whidbey NA
11

12

13
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

19

5:15 Stephen Ministry,
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
20 Newsletter Deadline

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

5:30 Al Anon
7:00 North Whidbey NA
17

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
Drive-in worship

WEDNESDAY
5

5:30 Al Anon

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
NO drive-in service
today

TUESDAY
4

7:00 Coupeville Book
Group, via Zoom
18

5:30 Al Anon

14

15

21

22

28

29

6:00 Knitting Group

7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 North Whidbey NA

23
Online worship
posted by 8:00

24

25

26

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

Drive-in worship

5:30 Al Anon

Confirmation

30
Online worship
posted by 8:00

10:30

6:00 Knitting Group

7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 North Whidbey NA
31

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
Drive-in worship

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:30
7:00

27

Island County
Sheriff’s Department
Assessments

7:00 North Whidbey NA

Rest is not idleness,
and to lie sometimes on the grass
under trees on a summer’s day,
listening to the murmur of the
water, or watching the clouds float
across the sky,
is by no means a waste of time.
– John Lubbock 1834-1913
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As we progress
to different phases;
things are apt to change at a moment’s
notice. For updates, please check the
church website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org,
or call the church office,
360-679-1561.

HIS KIDS
PRESCHOOL
Registration
for the
2020-2021
school year is
underway!

