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Pastor’s Page:

person. Bonhoeffer described the physical presence of other Christians
as “a source of incomparable joy and strength to the believer.” It is a
virus keeping us apart rather than Nazis, but the impact is the same. Our
lives are lacking what is indeed a source of incomparable joy and
strength: the physical presence of other Christians.

An In-Person Faith

The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incomparable
joy and strength to the believer.
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together
For in Christ the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.

In Colossians 2:9, St. Paul teaches us that in Christ, all the
fullness of God dwells bodily. Ours is an incarnate faith, with an
incarnate Lord. In Jesus, God came to us in-person. God didn’t mediate
the gospel to us from afar. God didn’t save us remotely. God came to us
in-person, and so Christianity is an in-person faith.

Colossians 2:9

I

’m a sucker for those social media videos showing deployed parents
surprising their children by showing up at school after a long
deployment. Those kids have likely seen their dad or mom through
Facetime or some other video-based platform, and that technology is a
wonderful blessing. However, nothing can replace that parent being
there in-person. When the mom or dad finally arrives in-person, it
doesn’t matter that they are surrounded by classmates – those kids
usually melt into a puddle of tears. Seeing that unbridled joy at being
reunited in-person usually pushes me into that same puddle. Many of
our Navy families here at OHLC have had similar experiences as
squadrons return and families are made whole again. Those long
absences are only somewhat alleviated by texts, phone calls, and online
communication. Nothing beats being together in-person.

We are beginning to take some baby steps here at OHLC
towards being together in-person once again. You can read the details in
this newsletter. It will not be quite the same kind of reunion you see in
those military family reunion videos, with long, cheek-to-cheek
embraces. We’ll still need to keep our distance. Not everyone will be
joining us, as many of our higher risk members will wisely continue to
stay apart. But our small, careful gatherings and our outdoor visits in
parking lots and on porches will indeed be an incomparable source of joy
and strength until that day when we can all safely throw our arms around
one another, fully reunited at last, in-person.

What is true for families is also true for the family of God. We
have been physically separated for coming up on four months now.
Statements like “the church has never closed” are theologically true, but
they miss the point. Our sanctuary has been closed. Our fellowship hall
has been closed. Our fireside room and prayer room and Sunday School
classrooms have all been closed. We have been unable to meet inperson. While we have adapted and have done worship and Bible study
and some measure of fellowship online, it is not the same as being
together in-person. And so this has been a very hard time for our church
family. And it isn’t over yet.

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer

Why is this so hard? Lutheran pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer served
at a time when he was unable to be together in-person with fellow
Christians after his seminary’s gatherings were forbidden by the Nazi
regime. (Please do not read too much into this comparison.) He knew
well the ache to be physically present with other Christians. While it is
most certainly true that we are one in the communion of all the saints
even while we are apart, this does not negate the importance of being
together in-person. We are not Gnostics, ephemerally joined together in
some disembodied spiritual knowledge. We need to be together in2

Worship Notes

Instructions for attending the 8:00 AM service
You will need sign up ahead of time. Please call the church
office (360-679-1561) to sign up. If a service fills up, you can sign up
for a subsequent Sunday.

Resuming in-person worship at OHLC (!)

H

You must wear a mask. If you are unable or unwilling to wear
a mask, please continue to worship online or at our drive-in service. The
only exceptions to mask wearing are: raising the mask briefly to take
communion, for worship leaders behind acrylic shields, and for children
under the age of 10 if parents are unable to apply a mask.

ere’s our Sunday morning schedule, July 5-26:
 8:00 AM; pre-recorded Service of Word and Prayer will
be posted on our Facebook page and YouTube channel
 8:00 AM In-person Worship (Details below!)

If you are sick, you must stay home. Please
take your temperature Sunday morning before church.
If it is higher than 100.4, you must stay home. If you
have a frequent cough, difficulty breathing, chills,
muscle pains, sore throat, recent loss of taste or smell, or
if you or someone you live with has been diagnosed or
exposed to COVID-19, you must stay home.

 10:30 AM Drive-in Worship
We are approaching this in-person 8:00 service as a “soft
reopening” of our sanctuary for worship. We would like to encourage
our lower risk members to consider attending this service while we get
used to new protocols and get our routines down before we expand our
in-sanctuary worship services. Higher risk members are encouraged to
continue to join us online or attend our drive-in service.

You must maintain 6’ of social distancing. Procedures to
ensure proper distancing include: entering by one door and exiting by
another (these will be well marked); no more than two people in a
bathroom at the same time, with distancing in the hallway should there
be a line; worshippers will be dismissed from the sanctuary by name,
beginning from the back; visiting will take place outdoors in the parking
lot.

Our 8:00 service will be limited to 40 people. You will need to
sign up ahead of time to attend. Masks are expected of all attendees.
Those unable or unwilling to wear masks are encouraged to continue
worshipping online or at our drive-in service. Music will be instrumental
and/or led by a cantor, at least at first. (See full instructions for attending
the 8:00 service elsewhere in this newsletter. Feel free to e-mail Pastor
Spencer with any concerns or questions.)

These are far from ideal circumstances for worship and Christian
community, but these are the best known practices to prevent the spread
of COVID-19 at this time. Worship services have been known to
become “super spreader” events, particularly when these practices are
not diligently followed, and so must be handled with great care. We are
all missing our familiar routines and we look forward to the day when we
can go back to gathering and worshiping like we used to. In the
meantime, however, we will follow these procedures out of an
abundance of caution, concern for the health of others, and love for our
neighbors and especially our fellow church members. Thank you!

We realize there are conflicting reports about the efficacy or
necessity of some of these practices, but out of love for our neighbors we
will be erring on the side of caution until the science is more clear.
We will be carefully evaluating our next steps based on COVID19 conditions in Island County in the weeks ahead. However, we are
excited about this step and hope it leads to more in-sanctuary services in
the near future.
We know it may be a long time before some of our members will
be joining us in the sanctuary. We understand. We love you. We will
be praying for you. Please stay home for as long as you need to in order
to be safe, and know that you remain a cherished part of our congregation, even at a distance. We will do our best to continue to find ways to
connect with you.
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Porch prayers with Pastor Jeff

Home communion is available through Eucharistic Ministry

Dear OHLC family, I would love to spend some time
reconnecting with you this summer, in-person if possible. I believe we
can do this safely if I were to come visit you on your porch or in your
yard. I’ll bring my own chair and my own iced tea. I’ll wear a mask.
Let’s catch up with a visit and pray together. If you would like to meet
on a trail or at a beach somewhere on Whidbey Island, that would be
great too! I’ll be calling around to set up appointments, but if you don’t
hear from me (remember, there are a lot of you!), feel free to call, text, or
e-mail me to set something up (360-320-4041,
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org ). I will be taking a
few days of vacation here and there for some weekday
adventures with my family, but would
love to visit as many of you as
possible while we have nice weather
and can be outside.
See you on the porch!

s the Oak Harbor Lutheran community, we live
out our faith in many ways. This time of
sequestration from COVID, however, has
deprived us of so much of our usual experience
of Christian life.

A

A major expression of our faith is our
worship and at the center of the worship
service is the sharing of the peace and
partaking of the communion meal.
Although it’s still some way off when we will be able to join
together in what we think of as normal Christian worship – including
touching hands as we share the peace and receiving the elements of holy
communion in the manner we so fondly remember – we can still
participate in certain aspects of prayer, praise, and thanksgiving.

Pastor Jeff

The sharing of communion with the homebound has been an
aspect of our worship for a very long time. Now that social gathering
guidelines have relaxed enough for people to meet in small groups, we
have the opportunity to bring the Eucharist to OHLC members whose
health concerns limit their socializing. Would you like to have a visit
from a Eucharistic Minister?
OHLC-trained Eucharistic Ministers make in-home visits,
bringing the elements of holy communion in sanitized communion kits.
They will have a shortened service with you, with prayers, the reading of
the Gospel, and communion. They will meet with you in your home, or
outside in a comfortable place of your choosing. They will wear a mask
and gloves in accordance with current caregiver practices.

In-person confirmation gathering set for July 19
Confirmation families,
both from the 2019-2020 class
and those who are incoming
students this fall, are invited to
an outdoor, socially distanced
gathering on Sunday, July 19,
at 7:00 PM on the back lawn and fire pit area at Oak Harbor Lutheran
Church.

If you would like to receive such a visit, please contact Pastor
Marc Stroud through the office of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, 360679-1561.

We’ll enjoy some in-person fellowship along with a variety of
prepackaged ice cream and popsicle treats. We’ll discuss options for
celebrating our postponed Rite of Confirmation for our confirmands who
have completed the program. We close with a time of prayer.

If you are healthy and feel led to become a Eucharistic
Minister yourself to aid our homebound members, contact Pastor Stroud
via the office, 360-679-1561. He’ll meet with you for a short training
session and assign a care-receiver to you.
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OHLC Women

Youth & Family Ministry

Deborah Circle notes:

W

with Beth Stephens

e’re taking Deborah Circle’s re-entry into the church building one
week at a time, gathering input from the rest of the group as we
find out about specific guidelines regarding distancing and masks
and the possibilities of returning to our usual space in the library/fireside
room. In the meantime, Deborah Circle will continue to meet via Zoom
on Thursdays at 10:00 AM. For further information, please contact Gaye
Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com.

J

oin us online in our Facebook group: a virtual get together of Oak
Harbor Lutheran families to share and celebrate our faith. Use this
space to share what your family is doing at home in your daily lives
and in Homeschool Sunday School.
Fun weekly challenges will also be posted. Just search in
Facebook for OHLC Youth & Family to join.

COMING IN AUGUST:
The Adventures of Paul: All Ages Family Camp
(Homestyle Edition)
August 2 is tentatively scheduled
for our in-person kick off meetup. Join us
for some socializing and to pick up Take
Home Craft Packets and Curriculum. This
is still a work in progress as community
guidelines constantly update. The idea is
to provide lessons, activities, and crafts,
along with online supplements for you and your family to learn about the
Ministry of Paul together.
Further information will be announced as soon as possible.

July 2

Unpacking White Privilege, January 2020 Living Lutheran
magazine, pgs. 4-6 in the study guide.

July 9

Just Love, June 2020 Gather magazine, Session One, “In the
Family: What’s love got to do with it?” pgs. 20-22.

July 16

Just Love, June 2020 Gather magazine, Session One, “In the
Family: What’s love got to do with it?” pgs. 23-25.

July 23

Just Love, July/August 2020 Gather magazine, Session Two,
“In the Community: From tree to we” pgs. 20-22.

July 30

Just Love, July/August 2020 Gather magazine, Session Two,
“In the Community: From tree to we” pgs. 23-25.

Coupeville Book Group
The Coupeville Book Group meets via Zoom at 7:00 PM on
Tuesday, July 14. Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey,
gaye@tobysuds.com. The book for discussion is The Soul of an
Octopus: A Surprising Exploration Into the Wonder of Consciousness, by
Sy Montgomery:

Contact Beth through the Youth and Family Facebook group or
bethasteph@gmail.com to sign up. Sign up deadline is July 26.

Scientists have only recently accepted the intelligence of dogs, birds,
and chimpanzees but now are watching octopuses solve problems and are
trying to decipher the meaning of the animal’s color-changing techniques.
With her “joyful passion for these intelligent and fascinating creatures,”
Montgomery chronicles the growing appreciation of this mollusk as she
tells a unique love story.
By turns funny, entertaining, touching, and profound, The Soul of an
Octopus reveals what octopuses can teach us about the meeting of two
very different minds.
Nonfiction: 261 pages

Congratulations!
We received word that former OHLC member Sydney Higgins,
(daughter of Mike & Christine; sister of Peter &
Sam) is graduated from Pittsford Sutherland High
School, Pittsford, NY. Sydney will attend the
University of Notre Dame in the fall.

Available in hardback, paperback, e-book and downloadable audiobook
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In the community

News from Camp Lutherwood

Pregnancy Care Clinic
June 25, 2020

Bellingham, WA
June 25, 2020
Lutherwood Friends,

The Pregnancy Care Clinic still needs our help!
Sara Wroblewsky, executive director, sent an update on the Baby
Bottle Boomerang, their annual fundraiser, this year held in ‘virtual’
format due to coronavirus concerns. Sunday, June 28, was the deadline,
but – as always – they will continue to collect Baby Bottle money
throughout the year. That means there’s still time to donate.

First and foremost, we hope that you and your loved ones are
doing well. All of us are living through an unprecedented and
concerning time.
As the COVID-19 pandemic has unfolded, we continually work
with our health department to monitor the situation. The Lutherwood
Board of Directors and Leadership have gathered as much information as
possible to aid in our decision-making process relating to offering
summer camp.

Sara writes:
Currently, this year’s Baby Bottle Boomerang event has brought in
$14,381. We are so grateful for every penny given but we are still almost
$21,000 short of our $35,000 goal. We set the goal high due to the
cancellation of our first fundraising event of 2020 and with the hope that
Baby Bottle giving would help sustain us enough in the coming months to
resume full services at the Clinic without putting a heavy financial strain on
the ministry.

After much consideration of all the options before us, it is with
great sadness to inform you that Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center
has decided to suspend our summer camp programs for the 2020
summer.

The Pregnancy Care Clinic (PCC) is an outreach of Christ and
His church and is committed to the sanctity of all human life from
conception until natural death. PCC’s mission is to encourage lifeaffirming decisions to ensure each pre-born baby is carried to term by
offering the hope that is found exclusively in the Gospel of Jesus Christ
and through providing for tangible needs before, during, and after
pregnancy. PCC has been serving Whidbey Island and the surrounding
area for 33 years.

Lutherwood is where kids can get outdoors, learn lots of new
skills, grow in their faith, have fun with peers, and develop
independence. But, as always, the safety of all our members, volunteers,
and employees is our top priority.
The Lutherwood Board of Directors and Leadership are offering
alternative ways you can spend time in the outdoors at Lutherwood this
summer. Congregations are invited to have their own outdoor morning
or evening worship. Our campground and lodges are also available for
family groups. Please visit our website and social media to learn more,
www.camplutherwood.org.

Here's how to help:
Visit their website, www.islandspcc.org/donations/bbc to make
an online donation; mail a check to PCC; PO Box 1675, Oak Harbor,
WA 98277, or drop off directly at the clinic during their open hours, 670
SE Midway Blvd., Oak Harbor.

Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you
as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be
afraid.
John 14:27

PCC is solely funded through fundraising and monthly donors;
They do not accept government funding.
PCC is a 501(c) (3) Christian non-profit
organization. All donations are tax
deductible with name and address noted
on your contribution.

God Bless,
Robert K. Gillespie
Executive Director
Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center
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Financial Report
Income
Outgo

In Sympathy

May
$ 42,939
36,436
$ 6,503

May
Year to date
$ 217,163
197,395
$ 19,768

Our hearts go out to Luke & Heather Myers and family
following the death of Luke’s uncle, Ote Jones,
quite unexpectedly on June 25.
Peace be to his memory.



Lesser Festivals
& Commemorations

Included in this newsletter
are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for July.

1 Catherine Winkworth, 1879; John
Mason Neale, 1866; hymn
translators
4 Thomas, Apostle
6 Jan Hus, martyr, 1415
11 Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte
Cassino, c. 540
12 Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of
Uppsala, 1931
17 Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary
to the Indies, 1566

Stephen Ministry meets via Zoom
At 5:15 PM on Thursday, July 9.

The Brotherhood of St. Bernard,
OHLC’s men’s study & fellowship group
a.k.a. “The Old Dogs”
meets via Zoom at 12:00 noon
on Tuesdays, July 14 & 28.

The deadline for articles
for the August newsletter
(hopefully to include more activities
taking place at and in the church building!)
is Tuesday, July 21.

22 Mary Magdalene, Apostle
23 Birgitta of Sweden, 1373,
renewer of the church
25 James the Elder, Apostle
28 Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750,
Heinrich Schütz, 1672
George Frederick Handel,
1759, musicians
29 Mary, Martha and Lazarus of
Bethany; Olaf, king of
Norway, martyr, 1030

This month’s decorative fonts are

Sundown and Windz.
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July

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

As we progress to different phases;
things are apt to change at a moment’s notice.
For updates, please check the church website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org,
or call the church office, 360-679-1561.
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Pre-recorded worship
posted at 8:00
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WEDNESDAY
1
11:30 OHLC Staff

7

8
11:30 OHLC Staff

9
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

15

5:15 Stephen Ministry,
via Zoom
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
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11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

10:30
7:00 North Whidbey NA

12
Pre-recorded worship
posted at 8:00

13

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
Drive-in worship

14
9:30 Stamping Group
on-site!

7:00 North Whidbey NA

7:00 Coupeville Book
Group, via Zoom

Confirmation

20

21 Newsletter Deadline

22

23

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

10:30
7:00

26
Pre-recorded worship
posted at 8:00

10

11

17

18

24

25

6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

7:00 North Whidbey NA
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In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
Drive-in worship 10:30
Deadline to sign up for
VBS – see pg. 7 for info!

SATURDAY
4 INDEPENDENCE DAY

6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
Drive-in worship

Church office closed

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

10:30

19
Pre-recorded worship
posted at 8:00

FRIDAY
3

6:00 Knitting Group

In-person worship 8:00
advance sign-in required
Drive-in worship

THURSDAY
2
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

28
9:30 Stamping Group
on-site!

29

30

11:30 OHLC Staff

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom
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HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Registration
for the 2020-2021
school year is underway!

6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

7:00 North Whidbey NA
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