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Pastor’s Page:

have internet access. You are supporting the ministry of our congregation by sending in your offerings. God is clearly at work among you, and
I am remembering you in my prayers with gratitude and joy.

Gratitude and Longing

“I thank my God every time I remember
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I
always pray with joy because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first
day until now, being confident of this, that
he who began a good work in you will
carry it on to completion until the day of
Christ Jesus.

Paul also writes with longing: “…I long for you all with the
affection of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:9) I long for the day when we
can be together again. I wish I had more to contribute to this newsletter,
including concrete plans for when and how we can start gathering
together in-person, but I just don’t. I have no idea when we will begin
having in-person worship services or Bible studies again, or what it will
look like when we do. Even when we do resume in-person activities,
many of you would be wise to continue to stay home until an effective
treatment for COVID-19 is widely available.

It is right for me to feel this way about
all of you, since I have you in my heart
and, whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all
of you share in God’s grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of
you with the affection of Christ Jesus.”
Philippians 1:3-9

I

It might be awhile before we are back to some measure of
normalcy at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. In the meantime, know that I
long for you all with deep affection. This time apart has made me realize
just how much I cherish the relationships I’ve developed with you all
over these past nine and a half years I have served as your pastor. I am
confident there will be more happy years together on the other side of
this, with our ministry enhanced by our renewed love for one another. I
long for that day.

will never read Paul’s prison letters in quite the same way.

Paul wrote four of his great letters – Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, and Philemon – while under house arrest in
Rome. He was stuck in a house, unable to see and serve his people. I’m
not St. Paul, and I’m not under house arrest, but life under our governor’s
“Stay Home, Stay Healthy” order isn’t terribly different from what Paul
experienced. I too am unable to see and serve my congregation, at least
in-person. The pathos with which Paul writes, particularly in the verses
from Philippians quoted above, is something I have deeply felt myself in
these days of social distancing.

Paul’s letter to the Philippians is a letter of encouragement in the
midst of hard times. This makes it a perfect letter for us to study together
this month. Let’s meet via Zoom on Tuesday nights in May to dig more
deeply into this beautiful letter. Details can be found in this newsletter. I
hope to “see” you there.
With Gratitude and Longing,
Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer

First, Paul writes with gratitude. He is proud of the way his
people have stepped up and continued their partnership in the gospel. He
remembers them in his prayers with joy and confidence, because he can
clearly see how God continues to be at work among them.

Worshipping together while staying apart
t remains to be seen what new developments with COVID-19
and our ability to gather together safely might unfold in May.
For the time being, worship services will continue to be held
online live on Facebook, Sunday mornings at 8 & 10:30, and available
on demand on our church’s YouTube channel later that day. Worship
bulletins can be downloaded and/or viewed on the church website
(www.oakharborlutheran.org) and will be included in the “Friday
Foretaste” e-mail.

I

I am so grateful for all the ways you have stepped up in these
strange, hard times. Our families are downloading Sunday School
lessons and teaching the faith at home. You are staying connected to one
another as the Body of Christ through phone calls and cards. You are
tuning in to our online worship services, either live on Facebook or on
demand on YouTube. You are reaching out to our members who do not
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Deadline approaches for OHLC’s Ferguson Scholarships

Staying connected while staying apart
The best way to stay connected to
OHLC right now is to be on the OHLC email list. Pastor Spencer is sending out emails three times a week with the latest
news, video devotions, and links to blog
posts and worship videos. If you aren’t
already on this list, please send your email address to Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.

The Theresa Ferguson Memorial Scholarship Fund
of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church offers $1,000 per
school year of higher education and is renewable
annually. Priority is given to funding new
students, then to renewing applicants. Fourth
year scholarships will be awarded on a funds-available
basis. We will try to award some scholarship money to all
eligible students. The due date for all applications is June 1, 2020.

For those who do not have internet access, we would be happy to
send you at-home worship outlines and copies of Pastor Spencer’s
sermons. If you would like to be on this mailing list, please call the
church office. You may need to leave a message, as the office staff is
largely working from home right now, but we will get you on the list as
soon as possible.

Students may use the funds to attend junior and community
colleges, 4-year colleges, technical colleges and trade schools. The
scholarship is reserved for church members who meet the application
criteria.

Online Bible study begins May 5

To apply:
1. Complete the application,
2. Attach a written a one page statement about yourself, your
activities, and your continuing education goals, and
3. Provide the scholarship committee with three (3) letters of
recommendation from non-family members.
4. Send these documents to Shanna Lundstrom; contact
information provided below.

Candidates must:
• Not abuse alcohol, tobacco, or drugs,
• Meet the scholastic requirements of the school to which they
are applying, and
• Submit a complete application.

As mentioned in his Pastor’s Page
article, Pastor Spencer will host a study on
Philippians on Tuesday evenings in May.
This Bible study will be done online through
Zoom. If you would like to participate, please
e-mail Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.

Application forms are available in the church office. To receive
a paper copy in the mail or an e-mailed version, contact Rekann
Brannon, office@oakharborlutheran.org.

Before each class you will receive an e-mail with a link to click
to join. Be sure you have a working camera and microphone on your
device.
Here’s the schedule so you can read ahead:
May 5 :
May 12:
May 19:
May 26:

Shanna Lundstrom, Ferguson Scholarship Fund chairperson,

Philippians 1
Philippians 2
Philippians 3
Philippians 4

1789 N Wellington Dr.
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
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360-672-1383
slundstrom64@gmail.com

Youth & Family Ministry

Runner up: Marion on the hawk block!

with Beth Stephens

Youth & Family goes digital!
Join us online in our new Facebook group: a virtual get together
of Oak Harbor Lutheran families to share and celebrate our faith. Use
this space to share what your family is doing at home in your daily lives
and in Homeschool Sunday School. Fun weekly challenges will also be
posted. Just search in Facebook for OHLC Youth & Family to join.
WEEKLY CHALLENGE #1:
Read the Bible in an interesting place. Most interesting place wins.
And the winner is: Heidi on the beach!

Other interesting entries:
Johannes’ view from the woodpile

Continued on the next page...
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Yuseke’s living room “dojo”

Youth & Family Night: May 3, 6:00 PM
SIGN UP REQUIRED by 5 PM on May 3!
This month, join us in a lighthearted game of Quarantine Bingo
on ZOOM.
To participate please e-mail Beth Stephens at
bethasteph@gmail.com in order to receive an
invitation and Bingo sheets. Bingo sheets will
also be available for download in the Facebook
group. A smartphone, tablet, or computer with
camera and microphone is required. Mobile
users will need to already have downloaded the
ZOOM app.
Questions about Youth & Family at
OHLC? Contact Beth, bethasteph@gmail.com .

Coupeville Book Group
The Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00
PM via Zoom to discuss the books and movies of Nora Ephron. Each
person is ask to read a book and/or watch a movie by Nora Ephron. And,
of course, each participant will provide their own beverage and dessert.
Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com.

Hanai camping out in the living room

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for May.
The deadline for articles for the June newsletter is Wednesday, May 20.
Stephen Ministers will meet at 5:15 PM on Thursday, May 14 via
Zoom.
Pentecost Sunday is May 31, when we celebrate the gift of the Holy
Spirit. Wherever you are that day, remember to wear red!
This month’s decorative font is Great
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Vibes.

Compassion Ministry

Outreach in the school district
OHLC members Kerri Totten and Jessica
George are actively helping families in the Oak
Harbor school district respond to the economic
stress due to COVID-19. They are executive
board members of the Broad View Elementary PTA and
have started a campaign called Wipe Away.
During challenging times, grassroots organizations like the PTA
can be a vital resource for those who are struggling. In the first week of
Wipe Away, the BVE PTA handed out surveys to Oak Harbor Public
School families that utilize the Broad View Elementary’s Grab & Go
Station, that passes out lunches, curriculum, and chrome books to school
children. Out of the surveys that were returned, 31% indicated they were
impacted financially by the COVID crisis, whether it was by job loss or
hour reduction. These folks indicated that they could use gas cards,
groceries, and essential non-food items (toilet paper, diapers, pullups,
baby wipes, cleaning products).
In response, the BVE PTA has setup a table at BVE on
Wednesdays (Wipe Away Wednesdays), and folks-in-need can take
home essential non-food items. The BVE PTA is hoping that Help
House can fulfill the need for groceries. For more information, contact
Kerri at bve.ptaboard@gmail.com.

Sack lunches at Flintstone Park - SPIN Café UPDATE
The churches where we have been serving meals
are currently unavailable for that use, but here is the
good news: sack meals are available! Volunteers from
across the community make sandwiches on Mondays
through Thursdays for our SPIN guests, who are
among the most vulnerable in our local population.
Whidbey Presbyterian volunteers serve on alternate
Fridays, and we are recruiting for the other Fridays.
The Sack Lunch teams make up the lunches at a location they
arrange. Food and supplies can be provided by SPIN (Laurel Fagan,
SPIN Volunteer, coordinates getting food products at SSEC where it is
stored) or the teams take care of it themselves. Teams can deliver the
lunches to Flintstone Park or arrangement can be made for others to do
that part if you prefer.
Sack meals are distributed in front of Flintstone Park at 12:30
PM. Those who use this service are asked to practice social distancing of
6 feet from each other while in line.
Those serving will follow enhanced sanitary practices, wearing
protective clothing as precautionary measures. If you are interested in
helping, contact Pastor Marc or Tom Saunders or Carol Wall.
The generous response of our Oak Harbor community has
yielded help for those in need during the pandemic. Through the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) Hunger “Daily Bread
Grant” program, SPIN received nearly $3000 from members in our
community and a $500 direct grant from the ELCA Hunger Program.
• The ELCA Hunger Daily Bread Grant was offered through the local
ELCA to help congregations work with feeding ministries they support.
SPiN worked through Oak Harbor Lutheran Church and received help
from many churches and groups in the community.
• In addition, the Whidbey Community Foundation Grant yielded $2500.
These funds will allow us to continue the Sack Lunch Program.

Photo from Kerri Totten

In their March 25th issue, The Whidbey News-Times printed a
cover page photo of OHLC’s Fran Leukhardt delivering food and
educational materials from an OHSD bus. Thank you, Fran!

Carol Hage Wall, carolhage@gmail.com
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His Kids Preschool

we will be able to provide once social distancing is lifted.
And yes, we are looking ahead to the future! Registration is
underway for the 2020/2021 school year, with openings available in the
afternoon preschool class and Pre-K Readiness program. A waiting list
has been started for the morning preschool class. Please share the news if
you know of a family that might be interested! If you’d like to register
your child or would like more information, please contact Martha Ellis,
preschool secretary, martha@oakharborlutheran.org, or contact the
church office.

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
pril was just not what we’d expected, with the early closure of
the 2019/2020 school year of His Kids Preschool! We had
nearly two months to go, with many fun adventures yet to do.
But – as for many of us – we are making the most of what’s
been given to us.

A

We’re so looking forward to being together once again!

As a staff, we brainstormed to see what we could offer the
students for the remainder of the school year, with the concept of
distance learning. We prepared the monthly calendar, gathered materials
for the projects scheduled to be completed in the classroom, and mailed
them off to our preschool families. With positive
feedback and encouragement to continue, we
decided to take our ideas a bit farther. Pastor Jeff
kicked things off by sending a special Easter chapel
video to the children. We followed up with videos
of circle time, to help the students continue learning
the months, days, letters and numbers, along with
story time.

God’s Peace,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

In sympathy

We offer prayers for our Lord’s comforting
presence with Elva McArthur and her family,
following the death of her father, Bob
Nelson, in mid-April.

Deborah Circle

Soon we’ll be completing
science projects and recording field
trips, and Ms. Martha has provided an
informative “looking for birds” pdf
with links to sound and videos for the
students’ learning enjoyment. It takes
many talented hands and hearts to
continue the ministry of His Kids
Preschool – whether we’re in or out of
the classroom.

Deborah Circle meets via Zoom on Thursdays at 10:00 AM. The
Bible study for the first 2 weeks is in the May 2020 Gather magazine.
Study materials for the remaining 2 weeks will be sent to you. Please
contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com, if you are interested in
joining the discussion.
5/ 7, May Gather magazine, pgs. 24-25, “Plenty good room”
5/14, pgs, 26-27, “Plenty good room”
5/21, January 2020 Living Lutheran, “Unpacking White Privilege,
Exercises 1 & 2
5/28, Exercises 3 & 4

Dear preschool families, we can’t
express how much we appreciate you!
You’ve donated the remainder of your
March tuition to our program so we can
continue to plan the distance learning
and figure out ways to stay connected in the lives of the preschoolers.
Your generosity helps us continue to navigate this unknown territory.
This also allows us more of a stable future as we look forward to the care

Brotherhood of Saint Bernard
The Old Dogs will meet for Bible study through Zoom at noon
on May 5 and May 12. It is BYOL (Bring Your Own Lunch), so make a
sandwich, grab your Bible, and let’s enjoy some fellowship! Pastor
Spencer will send out an e-mail for you to click to join the meeting
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Companion Synod News
Evangelical Lutheran Church - European Russia
Eva Mader, Secretary/Treasurer of our Northwest Washington Synod’s
Team Russia, and now living on Mercer Island, sent the following note,
along with the message from Bishop Brauer:
April 10, 2020
Dear friends of Russia,
On this Good Friday I’d like to share with you this wonderful image sent
by Pastor Lena Bondarenko [Dean of the Central Deanery, Moscow].
No doubt many are pondering the implications of the present world
crisis. Perhaps it lends new perspectives to Jesus’ suffering and death and
allows us to see the light at the end of the tunnel as we look forward to
Easter.

.
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Josephine Caring Community

April 22, 2020

Fro m the arch iv es

I read it in the Harbor Beacon…
Ten years ago : May 2 010
Prayer for Pentecost
O Holy One of Blessing,
By the wind of your Spirit
Blow away all that clouds our vision.
Breathe fresh new breath into our souls.

…Prepare your minds for action; discipline yourselves; set all your hope
on the grace that Jesus Christ will bring you when he is revealed.”
1 Peter 1:13

Revive us,
Refresh us,
Redirect us.

s I read Peter’s first letter, a playful image came: Jesus shoving
some big, solid grace out as he shows up, and all my hope
sprinkled on top of what Jesus has brought me. (See above –
I’m not a good artist and I mean no disrespect by having Jesus
remain a stick figure.) It is silly and graphic and a way of taking God’s
Word seriously.

Grant us patience with our differences,
Calm us to listen when we’d rather defend.
Gentle us to speak with kindheartedness
That we may be one in Your Holy Name,
And bear witness to the Life You give.

Taking the Word of God seriously is a source of strength and
stability in these chaotic times. As Peter exhorted the leaders of the early
church, “love one another deeply from the heart. You have been born
anew…”.

Through the wind-rattling, bone-shaking power of your spirit.
Amen.

A

Rev. Karen L. Hanson, OHLC’s Interim Pastor before Pastor Spencer

Deep love from the heart abounds here at Josephine:
- the echoes of a toddler’s delight ringing down the entry hall,
- the quiet murmurs of a grieving son by a father’s deathbed,
- the disoriented resident kindly invited yet again to return to their room.

___________________________________________________________

Five yea rs ago: Ma y 20 1 5

Your prayers are felt and appreciated, friends; we hold you in
ours. It helps us to walk the heartbreaking privilege of ministry in this
time. I look forward to being able to gather with you, born anew to
praise and worship God.

On Pentecost Sunday, May 24, 2015, we welcomed Ben &
Emily Richards’ triplets, Anna, Elizabeth, and Matthew, as
brothers and sisters in Christ through the sacrament of Holy Baptism.
The triplets were born in mid-December following a quick trip for
Emily by helicopter to the UW Hospital in Seattle. The Richards
family also included a note of thanks in the May newsletter for the
outpouring of congregational support, including time, food and
prayer.

May the risen Christ shove lots of grace your way during this
odd season of social distancing.
Easter blessings to you,
Helen McPeak, Director of Spiritual Care
Josephine Caring Community, Stanwood
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SUNDAY
3
Live-stream worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

MONDAY
4

TUESDAY
5
12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

WEDNESDAY
6
11:30 OHLC Staff,
via Zoom

THURSDAY
7
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

Zoom coffee hour, 11:30
Monica, mother of
Augustine, 387
11

Live-stream worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

7:00 Philippians study,
via Zoom

12
12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

13
11:30 OHLC Staff,
via Zoom

14
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

Zoom coffee hour, 11:30

7:00 Coupeville Book
Group, via Zoom

5:15 Stephen Ministry,
via Zoom
Matthias, apostle

17

7:00 Philippians study,
via Zoom
19

18

Live-stream worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

20 Newsletter Deadline

11:30 OHLC Staff,
via Zoom

Zoom coffee hour, 11:30

25

21

SATURDAY
2
Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria, 373

Julian of Norwich,
renewer of the church, c.
1416
15

9
Nicolaus Ludwig von
Zinzendorf, renewer of
the church, hymnwriter,
1760
16

22

23

29

30

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom
Helena, mother of
Constantine, 330

7:00 Philippians study,
via Zoom
24
Live-stream worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM

Philip & James, Apostles
8

Youth & Family Night,
Quarantine Bingo on
Zoom
6:00
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FRIDAY
1

26

27

28

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

11:30 OHLC Staff,
via Zoom

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

Zoom coffee hour, 11:30
Nicolaus Copernicus,
1543; Leonhard Euler,
1783, scientists
31 Day of Pentecost
Live-stream worship
8:00 & 10:30 AM
Zoom coffee hour, 11:30
The Visit of Mary to
Elizabeth

7:00 Philippians study,
via Zoom

John Calvin, renewer of
the church, 1564

Jiri Tranovsky,
hymnwriter, 1637

This is the “pandemic version” of the May calendar, and things are apt to change at a moment’s notice.
For updates, please check the church website, www.oakharborlutheran.org,
or call the church office and leave a message, 360-679-1561.
As soon as we’re able to worship together again and gather for activities, we’ll get the word out!
(Names & dates included in this calendar are the Lesser Festivals & Commemorations for the month)
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HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL

Registration
for the 2020-2021
school year is
underway!

