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Pastor’s Page:

works by using our anxieties as a foothold by which to lead us into
despair. This adversary has a lot to work with these days, right?

Our Real Enemy

“For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but against
the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places.”
Ephesians 6:12

Most scholars believe Martin Luther wrote his great hymn “A
Mighty Fortress” in 1527. Do you know what happened in 1527? A
plague swept through Wittenberg. On top of this Luther was facing
fierce struggles in the church as well as his own personal demons. It was
in this context that he wrote these lyrics:

e’re in a struggle, that’s for
sure. We’re in a struggle
against a virus. This struggle is real.
We can debate all day long about just
how dangerous this virus is, but there
is no doubt it has been devastating and
deadly to many, many people. This
virus has wreaked havoc across the
globe, leaving death and despair in its
wake.

W

Though hordes of devils fill the land, all threat'ning to devour us,
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us.
Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage!
His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail!
One little word subdues him.
Luther understood well that “this world’s tyrant” was not
primarily Pope Leo or the Holy Roman Emperor. It was not first and
foremost other human beings. It was the ancient adversary, the tempter,
the deceiver, the Evil One. And what is the “one little word” that
subdues him? It is the name of Christ.

We’re in a struggle politically.
Debates about our next steps as a
society have become fiercely polarized.
A growing sense of rage is being
directed at our elected officials. For
some it is directed towards our
president, for others it is our governor. Neither are beyond criticism.

We continue to struggle against this virus, taking all kinds of
precautions to prevent its spread. Neighbor love compels us to do this.
We will continue to contend against earthly authorities of various sorts
and stripes, for various reasons. We will continue to need to carefully
discern truth in a time when there is a lot of uncertainty and plenty of
axes to grind. But our greatest struggle as Christians is against this
ancient adversary who would use all we are going through to harden our
hearts, who would turn our anger into hatred and our anxiety into
despair.

We are in a struggle for good information. Media figures have
entered the political fray, filtering facts through ideological lenses and
losing much of the public trust in the process. Into that void has swept
dangerous conspiracy theories which muddy the waters even more.

St. Paul goes on in Ephesians to encourage his readers to engage
this ancient adversary by putting on “the whole armor of God.” He
encourages us to put on the belt of truth and the breastplate of
righteousness, with the gospel of peace as shoes for our feet. He
encourages us to take up the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.

These are real struggles, and as Christians we are not somehow
above them. And yet, we also know that we are in a struggle against
another enemy.
In the Ephesians quote above St. Paul reminds us that our
struggle is not primarily against enemies of flesh and blood, but against
the spiritual forces of evil. Our enemies are not first and foremost other
human beings, but the dark forces that threaten to rule our own hearts.
This struggle is not against some global conspiracy out there somewhere,
but against the battle for our hearts and minds and souls being waged by
our ancient adversary.

Dear brothers and sisters, in this difficult time don’t lose sight of
this deeper struggle we are facing against our real enemy. Put on the
whole armor of God. Pray. Be in the Word. Don’t give in to division or
hatred or despair. Have the name of Christ always on your lips and in
your heart. That one little word is all it takes to subdue him.
Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer

This ancient adversary works by sowing seeds of division. It
works by taking righteous anger and fanning it into flames of hatred. It
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Reopening OHLC:
Some thoughts from Pastor Jeff
here is so much I don’t know about when and how we will resume
in-person worship at OHLC, but I wanted to share with you a few
of the things I do know:

T



When we do resume worship, it will NOT be for financial
reasons. Our giving has actually gone UP since we closed
down! Thank you!



We will be MORE CAREFUL than other sectors of society
as they reopen. We love our people. Why wouldn’t we be?



For the reason above, our worship practices, procedures,
possibly even times and days, will be very different from
what we were used to before the pandemic. We will be
taking baby steps back towards normalcy.



Need a visit with a pastor?
It is expected that by the time you receive this newsletter we in
Island County will be in Phase 2 of the governor’s reopening plan for
Washington state. This phase allows for groups of up to five unrelated
individuals to gather together.

Some people will be ready to come to in-person worship
right away. Some will hang back and wait a few weeks.
Some won’t be back until there is a widely available
treatment and/or vaccine. ALL DECISIONS WILL BE
HONORED. Do what is right for you.



Online worship is now standard at OHLC. Don’t worry – it
is not going away.



Decisions about all of this will not be mine alone. They will
be made collaboratively by the church council (see Council
President Donna Aspery’s letter on pg. 6 in this newsletter)
with input from public health officials, guidelines from the
synod and the ELCA, resources from our church insurance
company, and conversation with other pastors and
congregations.

If you would like a visit from a pastor during this time, please
don’t hesitate to contact the church office or one of our pastors directly.
If it is more comfortable for you to meet outdoors, we’d be happy to
accommodate you. There are some nice picnic tables on the church
property where social distancing can be practiced and some measure of
privacy can be maintained. As always, phone conversations are good
alternatives for those in the highest risk categories. We are not too busy
to meet with you, so please reach out.
The doors are open at the OHLC church office
As soon as Island County enters into Phase 2 of the governor’s
reopening plan for Washington state, the church office will be reopening
at full staff and normal hours. This is expected to be the case by the time
you receive this newsletter.

It is going to take a lot of discernment and a lot of work to get us
back in the sanctuary, but it will happen. We will get there. In the
meantime, thank you for your patience as we take the time to do it right.
I look forward to being with you all in one of the most beautiful
sanctuaries in all of Christendom.

Once we are open again, feel free to come by to pick up a
devotional book, drop off an offering, or just say hi! For the safety of
our staff, please use some of our hand sanitizer in the narthex upon your
arrival and maintain social distancing while on the church property.
Thank you!
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Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Growing & Learning

Congratulations!

Online Bible study in June: Colossians

A milestone anniversary

We had such a great time
doing our Zoom Bible study in May
that we’re continuing it in June! We’ll
be going right from Philippians to the
next letter in the New Testament:
Colossians. This is another of Paul’s
prison letters. It contains some of the
highest praise of Christ, some of the
boldest claims about his identity, and
some of the most down-to-earth
guidance for the Christian life.

We are delighted to announce that Pastor
Jeffrey R. Spencer will celebrate the 20th anniversary
of his ordination on June 10. Due to the continuing
upheaval of our schedules in response to the virus, we
aren’t able to organize a full-blown celebratory bash in the near future,
but we’re certainly able to offer heartfelt prayers of thanksgiving to God
and send expressions of our love and congratulations to Jeff and Amy!

Congrats to our OHLC graduates!

Join us at 7:00 PM on Zoom as
we dig in to this fascinating letter! A
Zoom link and hand-out will be emailed the day before each class. All
participants in the Philippians class
will receive these automatically. If
you would like to join us, please e-mail Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.

We are sadly unable to have a graduate
recognition Sunday in June, but we hope to be
able to honor our high school graduates at
OHLC in worship sometime before they head
off to college in the fall.
In the meantime, we celebrate with Jenny Danielson and Luke
Spencer as they graduate from Oak Harbor High School on June 13.
Your church family loves you both and looks forward to seeing how you
will share your gifts with the world!

Here’s the schedule so you can read ahead.
Tuesday, June 2: Colossians 1
Tuesday, June 9: Colossians 2
Tuesday, June 16: Colossians 3
Tuesday, June 23: NO CLASS (Pastor out of town)
Tuesday, June 30: Colossians 4

Confirmation kudos
We rejoice with Mia, Matthew, Sophia,
Isabel, Yusuke, and Anders, who have completed
their confirmation studies and are ready to affirm
their baptism through the Rite of Confirmation.
We have postponed Confirmation Sunday
until we can all be together to celebrate with them.
In the meantime, let us pray for their continued
growth in faith!

Financial Report: April
Income
Outgo

April
$ 42,704
38,152
$ 3,553

Year to date
$ 174,224
160,960
$ 13,264
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Youth & Family Ministry

WEEKLY CHALLENGE #3:

Build the most exotic taco !!! Most exotic taco wins!

With Beth Stephens

Winner for most exotic: Hank’s dessert taco

We’ve gone digital!

J

oin us online in our new Facebook group: a virtual get together of
Oak Harbor Lutheran families to share and celebrate our faith.
Use this space to share what your family is doing at home in
your daily lives and in Homeschool Sunday School. Fun weekly
challenges will also be posted. Just search in Facebook for OHLC Youth
& Family to join.

June 7, Youth & Family Night, 6:00 PM
SIGN UP REQUIRED

Runner up: Marion’s Minecraft taco

Bonus category, most appetizing:
the George family

This month, join us on ZOOM for a lively night of trivia. Be
prepared for a variety of trivia categories from Whidbey Island facts, pop
culture, literature, games, history, space, and more!
To participate please email Beth Stephens at
bethasteph@gmail.com in order to receive an invitation link and
instructions. Access links will also be available in the Facebook group.
A smartphone, tablet, or computer with camera and microphone is
required. Mobile users will need to already have downloaded the ZOOM
app.
Sign up deadline is 5:00 PM, June 3!
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From the Council

or even a parking lot, but rather it is a body of believers no matter where
they are that share their love of God and their love for each other. I
know that brighter days are ahead and I know that as a Church we will
continue to care for one another and share God’s love any way and any
place we can.
God’s Peace,
Donna Aspery,
President, OHLC Council

Going forward with worship at OHLC
Dear Brothers and Sisters of Oak Harbor Lutheran,

I

n the coming months we are going to be
dealing with many hard decisions, most of
which still concern how to reopen the church.
What does the timeline look like; what kinds of
logistical changes will need to be made; what liturgical changes will
need to be made? As your council, we have already been grappling with
these questions as a group. It is not an easy process and we aren’t
making any decisions lightly, but I do want to share with you some of the
thought processes driving our decisions.

Semi- annual meeting cancelled
The church council made the
decision to cancel our June semi-annual
meeting and push all business to the
January 2021 meeting. The OHLC constitution allows council members
to serve for three years, “or until their successors are elected.” We thus
gave our three outgoing council members the option to remain on council
until January. Two agreed and one chose to step down.
We give thanks for ALL our council members and their
leadership and discernment during this challenging time.

First, we have agreed that we do not want to break the law.
Some of the rules coming down from the governor’s office may seem
restrictive to us but they are being made for every congregation not just
ours. We know that at OHLC we would take every precaution with
things such as communion distribution but unfortunately we can’t know
that this would be the case in every church. I think author Brett
McCraken says it best when he says “ ...the church has an opportunity to
model love that places the interest of others above self”.
Secondly, our own Bishop has encouraged churches to
proceed with utmost caution and to listen to recommendations from
government, health officials, and the synod office. It was her letter also
that made the council realize that we could lose coverage from our
insurance company if we were not complying with the rules stated above.
To quote the Bishop “In all situations you will want to err on the side of
love for your neighbor and know that change will be inevitable.
Patience, grace, and flexibility will be necessary as you strive to make
the most appropriate decisions for the people of God in your place at this
time.”

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The
Spirit for June.
The deadline for articles for the July newsletter is Friday, June
19.
This month’s decorative font is Beffle.
The Brotherhood of St. Bernard meets via Zoom on
Tuesdays, June 9 & 23 at noon.

Lastly, the guidelines for physical distancing, speaking,
singing, and playing instruments during worship right now is
extremely restrictive according to guidelines from the CDC. Even if we
were to open the building church would not look like we would
remember or like we would want it to at this time.

Stephen Ministry meets via Zoom on Thursday, June 11, 5:15
PM.
In sympathy: Please keep Kerri Totten and her family in
your prayers as they mourn the loss of her sister, Michelle
Duchon.

In closing I want to remind you that the Church is not a building
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OHLC Women

this July; more details to follow. Support the churchwide ministries of
Women of the ELCA with a gift today.

Women of the ELCA Gathering has been rescheduled

Thank you,
Lisa Plorin, President, 2017-2020 Triennium
Linda Post Bushkofsky, Executive Director

By now, you’ve probably heard the
news. The Just Love gathering has been
postponed to August 5-8, 2021, due to the
global coronavirus pandemic.
What do you need to do about your event
registration? If you plan on joining your
Lutheran sisters its rescheduled dates, August
5-8, 2021, no action is required. All tours
and options will also be automatically
transferred to the 2021 dates.

Deborah Circle notes

D

eborah Circle will meet each Thursday in June at 10:00 AM via
Zoom. This month’s study, “Unpacking White Privilege – The
important work of making the church less harmful”, is from the January
2020 Living Lutheran magazine. If you need a copy of the magazine
article and study guide, please contact Gaye Rodriguey at
gaye@tobysuds.com.

To make one of the following actions, email info@frameworkmeetings.com or leave
a detailed message at 208-502-1150 and our registration provider will
assist you.
 If you can’t make the 2021 event, you can transfer your registration
to a friend.
 If you can’t make the 2021 event, you can donate your registration
fee and any purchases you made, providing a gift to Women of the
ELCA.
 You can request a refund, less a $20.00 processing to help cover
fixed costs.

6/ 4: Read pgs. 14&15 & Exercise 2, “Unpacking White Privilege”
6/11: Read Exercise 3, “Wide Disparities”
6/18: Read Exercise 4, “Taking the White Privilege Test;” reread pg. 14
6/25: Read Exercise 5, “Responding to Racism”

What do you need to do about your hotel reservations? Our two
gathering hotels, the Sheraton and Hyatt Regency, have cancelled all
2020 room reservations and will be refunding deposits. The hotels will
provide new online reservation links for the August 2021 dates in the
next two weeks. We will provide you with the new links and the
reservation phone numbers via e-mail, as you will need to make new
hotel reservations.

Coupeville Book Group
The Coupeville Book Group will meet at 7:00 PM on
Wednesday, June 10, via Zoom.

What do you do about your airline reservation? Because of the
coronavirus, most airlines are offering travel credits for future flights.
Click here to find out how each airline is handling changes and refunds.
If needed, contact your airline directly for assistance with flight changes
or refunds.

The group will discuss books by Nora Ephron as well as favorite
books we’ve read during the shelter at home. All are welcome.
Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com .

While the gathering is postponed, our ministry continues. We’re still
mobilizing women to act boldly on their faith in Jesus Christ. Visit
welcatg.org for updates. Stay tuned for a virtual gathering experience
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Compassion Ministry

Update from Peru

Nick & Shannon Kraft and family

Munchy Monday wrap up
unchy Monday, OHLC’s early-release Monday outreach to Oak
Harbor High School students, ended earlier than expected this
year. Although we had to say goodbye suddenly and without our usual
end of year bash, I know we still made a difference each week in these
kids’ lives.
Thank you so much for your support, enthusiasm, delicious
homemade and store-bought donations, and the giving spirit that makes
this all possible. A special thank you to the volunteers who so graciously
gave of their time and talents every week in order to make this a warm
and welcoming sanctuary. In addition, a huge thanks to Deborah Circle
and Men’s Ministry for their monthly support.
The High School kids appreciate this safe haven so much on
early-release days; their smiles, gratitude, and positive energy liven up
our hearts. It is a pleasure to provide this place of safety and fellowship.
We will be back.
See you all soon for the next school year of Munchy Monday!

M

N

ick & Shannon Kraft, along with their four children, are working
as missionaries in Chiclayo, Peru, through their organization, Go
Missions International.
Visit this link, https://youtu.be/mHTkK7dhvww , for a YouTube
video, Go Missions International Quarantine, May 2020 Update, and see
below for news and photos from their most recent e-mail.

Beth Stephens, bethasteph@gmail.com

Virtual Baby Bottle Boomerang!

Go Missions International,

Pregnancy Care Clinic

This year the Baby Bottle Boomerang for our local Pregnancy
Care Clinic (PCC) is going online! Normally, you get to take home a
baby bottle to fill with your spare change, cash, or check to support the
life-saving work of PCC. With this year’s COVID health restrictions in
place, PCC has created an opportunity to participate without leaving your
house! (Unless you want to!) Here are three ways you can participate:
1. Visit the PCC website: www.islandspcc.org/donations/bbb to make
an online donation through your bank account or credit card.
2. Mail check or cash along with your name and our church
name to PCC, PO Box 1675, Oak Harbor, WA 98277.
3. Drive by the PCC weekly Wednesday Diaper Drive-Thru,
10 AM – 12 PM, to drop off your donation.
These donations will allow PCC to continue providing free
services to our community including pregnancy testing,
limited OB ultrasound, parenting classes, Bible studies, and
material support such as diapers, wipes, formula, and more!
Questions? Call 360-675-2096 or e-mail them at info@islandspcc.org.

More on the next page
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SUNDAY
HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL

MONDAY
1

Registration
for the 2020-2021
school year is
underway!

TUESDAY
2

WEDNESDAY
3
11:30 OHLC Staff

7:00 Colossians study,
via Zoom
The Martyrs of Uganda,
1886;
John XXIII, Bishop of
Rome, 1963

Justin, martyr at Rome,
c.165

7
8
Drive-in worship
8:00
Facebook live
9:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Zoom coffee hour 11:30
Youth/Fam on Zoom 6:00

9

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

7:00 Coupeville Book
Group, via Zoom

10
11:30 OHLC Staff

16

11
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

12

13

19 Newsletter Deadline

20

26

27

Barnabas, Apostle

17

18

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

23

24

25

12:00 Old Dogs, via
Zoom

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

7:00 Colossians study,
via Zoom

Basil the Great, Gregory of
Nyssa, Gregory of
Nanzianus, Macrina

21
22
Drive-in worship
8:00
Facebook live
9:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Zoom coffee hour 11:30

(No Colossians study
this evening)
The Nativity
of John the Baptist

Onesimos Nesib, translator,
evangelist, 1931

28
29
Drive-in worship
8:00
Facebook live
9:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Zoom coffee hour 11:30
Iraneus, Bishop of Lyons, c.
202

SATURDAY
6

Boniface, Archbishop of
Mainz, missionary to
Germany, martyr, 754

Columba, 597; Aidan, 651,
Bede, 735, renewers of the
church

14
15
Drive-in worship
8:00
Facebook live
9:00
Drive-in worship 10:30
Zoom coffee hour 11:30

FRIDAY
5

5:15 Stephen Ministry,
via Zoom

7:00 Colossians study,
via Zoom

Seattle, chief of the
Duwamish Confederacy,
1866

THURSDAY
4
10:00 Deborah Circle,
via Zoom

30

Presentation of the
Augsburg Confession, 1530;
Philipp Melanchthon,
renewer of the Church, 1560

Cyril. bishop of Alexandria,
theologian, 444

This is a “pandemic version” of the calendar; things are apt to change at a moment’s notice.
For updates, please check the church website, www.oakharborlutheran.org,
or call the church office, 360-679-1561.

7:00 Colossians study,
via Zoom

(Names & dates included in this calendar
are the Lesser Fesitvals & Commemorations for the month)

Peter & Paul, Apostles
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