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Pastor’s Page:

to the weak tea of so much of pop spirituality. While we celebrate and
share our Lutheran identity, we continue to partner with other Christians,
as we have done with St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, Grace
Community Church, Whidbey Presbyterian, and others.

2020 Vision

For now we see in a mirror, dimly,
but then we will see face to face.

W

In some ways the way
forward for the church, both at large
and our congregation specifically,
seems murky. There are many
challenges and the way forward
isn’t always easy to see. This isn’t
anything new. St. Paul himself
wrote that on this side of the
kingdom come, we only see things
as through a mirror, dimly. But I
don’t think having 20/20 vision for
our congregation as we look to a
new year and a new decade means
seeing things perfectly clearly.
Rather, I believe it is a matter of
staying focused on these core
purposes of why our congregation
exists.

1 Corinthians 13:12

ow. 2020. A new year. A new decade! An optometrist will
tell you that 20/20 is perfect vision. What is our vision for
our congregation in 2020? At our fall council retreat we
established five core purposes of our congregation to help us see the way
forward more clearly.
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The first core purpose is “Connecting people to Jesus Christ
through Word, Sacrament, and witness.” Worship is what
connects people to Jesus Christ, and so it is the hub of our life together as
a congregation. What we receive in worship we go out to share with
others, so they can be connected to Jesus too.
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The second is “Forming faith through Christian education.” As
our society continues to become more secular, it is increasingly
urgent to teach the faith – both to adults and to children. The culture will
not do this work for us, and poorly catechized Christians are far less
likely to endure in faith in the cultural landscape currently taking shape.

This June I will be celebrating the twentieth anniversary of my
ordination. I have a bunch of wonderful memories, a few scars, and, I
hope, some wisdom gleaned from two decades of ordained ministry. I
am increasingly aware that programs and people come and go, while the
core purposes of a congregation remain. We live in time of rapid
change. Keeping our core purposes in front of us helps keep things from
getting too blurry.
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The third is “Serving our neighbors near and far.” Whether
through Stephen Ministry, Lutheran World Relief, the ELCA
Hunger Appeal, SPIN Café, the Pregnancy Care Clinic, Help House, or
our neighboring schools (see related article on Hillcrest Elementary on
page 6), we live out our faith by serving others. Faith without works is
dead! (James 2:17)
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Our vision is most clear when we stay focused. Let’s stay
focused on the ministry Christ Jesus has entrusted to us, in 2020 and
beyond. There are plenty of new ways to live out our core purposes here
at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, and I look forward to exploring those
new ways with you in the new decade ahead of us.

The fourth is “Living together in Christ’s love while respecting
our differences.” This is an election year, and both tempers and
rhetoric are sure to run hot. Remember that “love is patient, love is
kind.” (1 Corinthians 13:4)
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The fifth is “Celebrating our Lutheran identity while partnering
with other Christians.” We have a rich theology to share with the
world. Themes in Lutheran theology such as the proper distinction
between law and gospel, justification by grace through faith in Christ,
and the theology of the cross offer important and biblical counterpoints

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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January 11: New Member Class

Youth & Family Night

P

astor Spencer will be holding a one-session new
member class on Saturday, January 11 from 9 AM
to noon for those who would like to become members of
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. Lunch will be provided.
New members will be received on Sunday, January 12. Please sign up
for the class via the Connection Card in the worship bulletin, or by
sending an RSVP to Pastor Spencer at pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.
Please note any allergies or dietary restrictions. Child care may be
available upon request.

Sunday, January 5, 6:00-7:30 PM

Join us for an Epiphany Party!

Six-session study on Galatians begins January 12

Galatians:
Faith, Freedom, and
the Fruits of the Spirit

Kick off the new year with a six-session study of one of Paul’s
passionate letters, his letter to the Galatians. This study is offered both
on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15 and Tuesday nights from 7:00 to
8:00. Here’s the schedule so you can read ahead:
Sunday, Jan. 12/Tuesday, Jan. 14:
Sunday, Jan. 19/Tuesday, Jan. 21:
Sunday, Jan. 26/Tuesday, Jan. 28:
Sunday, Feb. 2/Tuesday, Feb. 4:
Sunday, Feb. 9/Tuesday, Feb. 11:
Sunday, Feb. 16/ Tuesday, Feb. 18:

+ We’ll enjoy King’s Cake cupcakes!
+ We’ll play Epiphany-themed games!
+ We’ll learn more about Epiphany!
In commemoration of the gifts the
Wise Men brought to Jesus, each family is
encouraged to bring a non-perishable food
item for the food bank!

Galatians 1
Galatians 2
Galatians 3
Galatians 4
Galatians 5
Galatians 6

January 12: OHLC at Silvertips hockey!
After worship on January 12, we are headed to Everett to watch
some hockey! At newsletter press time the bus may well be full, but we
might be able to get more seats in our section if you are willing to drive
yourself. Inquire at the church office. Many thanks to Lydia Circle for
chartering our bus!

All are welcome!
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Loving our neighbors – at Hillcrest Elementary!

Luth Youth fundraiser:

A

t our fall council retreat one of the goals we
established was to reach out to our kitty-corner
neighbors at Hillcrest Elementary. We found a niche
in serving our neighbors at Oak Harbor High School
with our Munchy Monday after-school program and
wanted to see if there were ways to be similarly helpful to the faculty,
staff, and students at Hillcrest. I recently met with the principal and one
of the counselors at Hillcrest to introduce myself and discuss ways we
might be of service. Three ideas emerged from our conversation.

SUPER BOWL

SUBS!
Help send our Luth Youth to the Quake youth ministry event at
Great Wolf Lodge this spring by ordering sub sandwiches for Super
Bowl Sunday!

First, they are always in need of snacks for students. Kids can’t
learn, nor are they usually in the best of moods, if they are hungry. Meal
programs make sure students have access to breakfast and lunch, but
there are times when they really need a tide-me-over. Parents know how
important it is to have healthy snacks on hand. They are needed at
school too. This is an easy way for us to help. Starting in January we
will dedicate one of our donation bins in the narthex to snacks for
Hillcrest students. Watch for sales on single-serving snacks (Goldfish
crackers, fruit snacks, etc.) and bring them to church!

Order forms for your fully customizable 6 or 12 inch subs will be
available in our worship bulletins beginning January 12. Youth will
make the sandwiches (with adult supervision) on February 1 for you to
pick up at church on Sunday, February 2.
Thank you for supporting our youth!

Second, teachers have a difficult job and always appreciate a
show of support. This might take the form of donuts dropped off to the
teacher lounge or providing lunch on teacher appreciation day. I plan on
taking Starbucks coffee boxes over on the first day back after Christmas
break. I also plan on periodically including Hillcrest teachers in our
Sunday prayers. You’ll be hearing more in the year ahead about ways
we can show our support for Hillcrest teachers to encourage them in their
important work.

Music Ministry
Men’s Ensemble begins rehearsals
The Oak Harbor Lutheran Church’s Men’s
Ensemble will sing at both morning worship services on Sunday,
February 23. This is an invitation for all men, 14 years and up (new or
returning singer) to join us. Some music-reading ability is helpful but
not necessary if you think you “can carry a tune in a bucket.”
We’ll practice songs for opening the service, an anthem, and a
new benediction response. Some great music has been selected. Please
commit to joining us!
Rehearsals begin Sunday, January 5, 9:15-9:45 AM in the choir
loft. We’ll rehearse each Sunday, same time and place, until Feb. 23.
Contact me if you plan to join us, tomreflexpiper@gmail.com. Come
and make a joyful noise!
Tom Piper

Third, they need volunteers. Having other caring adults on
campus, especially for those students who are having a hard time, is a
tremendous blessing and sorely needed. Can you spare some time to
read with a student or just be an encouraging presence? The counselor
specifically mentioned a need for male volunteers. If you are interested,
you must first fill out a volunteer application and go through an approval
process with the school district. (I’ve done it. It’s an easy process. You
even get a cool badge with your picture on it.)
As the conversation continues with other contacts I have at
Hillcrest, other ideas are emerging as well, so stay tuned. I look forward
to loving our neighbors at Hillcrest Elementary and hope you are too!
Pastor Jeff
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Coupeville Worship Group

News from the Council

OHLC worship, Sunday evenings, St. Mary’s, Coupeville

Ron signs off as council president

Worship group announces mission project

OHLC Council and Congregation Members,
It is with reluctance that I submit my letter of resignation. It is
not realistic that I continue with my involvement on council and as
president of the congregation. Since my appointment as Washington
State senator, I have experienced more time constraints and once session
begins, I will be missing at least 3 consecutive council meetings. While
not being directly involved with the governance of our congregation I
certainly hope to represent our social values and mission in state
government. Our Lutheran tradition of dialogue and compassion are
becoming more necessary in our society all the time.

C

oupeville worship group has chosen to support the ministry of the
ELC in Papua New Guinea. Our first contribution of $300 made it
possible for Pr. Bonio Bokun and his wife, Jenny, to attend a pastors’
conference in the Highlands there.
The second contribution has been sent to Pr. John Bari and his
family. Pr. John serves four parishes that he visits on foot, a three to four
mile walk for each one. He and his wife have nine children, each of
whom requires fees for Christian school. We are sending him $200 for
that purpose and to recognize and encourage him and his faithfulness to
Christ and His church.
We are planning to support Theodora Bokun as well. She is
among the first women to be accepted into Marin Luther Seminary in
New Guinea and has completed three years of her schooling. We will
send Theodora the money she needs for tuition for her final year of
classes.
If you are interested in helping with this project, please speak to
Pastor Jay Decker or Carol Reafs.

Prayerfully, Ron Muzzall

January 26: Semi-annual meeting & potluck
We will convene our semi-annual meeting at noon on Sunday,
January 26. All voting members of Oak Harbor Lutheran are encouraged
to attend as we consider our congregational budget for 2020 and attend to
other items of business. An agenda for the meeting with the proposed
2020 budget will be made available on Sunday, January 19. Plan on
bringing a dish to share as we enjoy a potluck after our meeting!

Notes from former members
The holiday season often brings greetings from OHLC’s former
members and friends, near and far. Some of these missives have been
posted on our narthex and office hallway bulletin boards.

OHLC candidates sought
Are you interested in serving God in a new way in the new year
ahead? We are seeking candidates for the following positions for
election at the semi-annual meeting on January 26:





Kristin Ceresola was active in Sunday School and the youth group until
her family was transferred away in 2007. Currently active duty in the
Navy, Kristin wrote to say she was thinking of us and was looking
forward to an upcoming visit to Wittenberg, Germany.

Voting Members (up to 3) to the 2020 Northwest Washington
Synod Assembly. Note this year’s assembly will be a ONE DAY
event at Grace Lutheran in Des Moines (south of Seattle), Saturday,
June 6.
Delegates (2) to Josephine Home, our Lutheran nursing home/care
facility in Stanwood.
Delegates (2) to Lutherwood, our camp and retreat center in
Bellingham.

Floyd Wright, who moved to Illinois in 2006, sent a gift to OHLC’s
general fund and a note appreciating our continuing to send him the
Harbor Beacon. He’ll be celebrating his 91st birthday on January 28.
[God bless you, Floyd!]
Mike & Christine Higgins and family send word from Pittsford, NY,
that Sydney’s in her senior year of high school, Peter’s enjoying sailing,
scouts, and winter track, Sam’s playing football, lacrosse, and trumpet in
the jazz band, and Mike will be retiring from the Navy this summer.

If you have any questions about these opportunities, don’t
hesitate to ask Pastor Spencer. Nominations are currently being accepted
via the bulletin insert Connection Card.
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Greetings from Russia
OHLC’s companion synod congregation is
St. Katharina’s Lutheran Church, Kazan
From:evamader@aol.com
Sent: Sunday, December 22, 2019 2:59 PM
Subject: Merry Christmas from Archbishop Dietrich Brauer and Dean Lena
Bondarenko from Russia

Dear friends of the Lutheran church in European Russia,
Just yesterday in snail mail I received greetings from Archbishop
Brauer, which I am forwarding to you herewith, as well as a Christmas email from Pastor Lena Bondarenko, who was last with us this year at our
synod assembly. Allow me, on behalf of our synod’s Team Russia, to
join them in wishing you all a blessed Christmas and clear vision in
20/20! (And may Pastor Lena’s wish be not only for a Hapy New Year,
but also for a Happy one :)
Eva Mader

Dear brothers and sisters, we heartily congratulate you with the feast of
Christ’s Nativity! We wish you God's blessings in all your plans and
initiatives! Merry Christmas!
Dean Elena Bondarenko, pastors and preachers of Central Deanery
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What’s ahead for YOU in 2020?

BookMarks

T

So, have you made any resolutions for the
New Year? (Ones you actually might even get
around to keeping?) If you thought you’d like to try
something different in 2020, or get involved in an
interesting group at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church,
here are some opportunities for you to consider!

he Second Wednesday Book Group meets
Wednesday, January 8, at 1:00 PM in the church library for a
discussion of The Baker’s Secret, by Stephen P. Kiernan:
After her kind mentor is arrested because of his Jewish heritage, Emma,
a young baker’s apprentice, becomes engaged in discreet resistance
activities. Set during WWII in a small town on the Normandy coast of
occupied France, the story follows the challenges and ingenuity of the
people in the village as they struggle to survive under a capricious and
brutal occupation.
Historical fiction, 309 pgs.

Help people keep warm around the world! Or provide shade or a
room divider or give someone a handmade item that’s colorful and
comforting. Blanket Workshop meets at church on the 1st Tuesday and
following Wednesday of each month to make quilts for Lutheran World
Relief. (It’s also a great fellowship group!)

Available as e-book, audiobook CD, large print, and downloadable
audiobook.
Questions about the 2nd Wednesday Book Group? Contact
Leona McKee, bcmac68@comcast.net, 360-675-5712.

Provide some supervised and welcoming hospitality for our Oak
Harbor High School neighbors from across the street. Munchy
Monday is offered on Monday afternoons during the school year, giving
students a safe place for snacks and fellowship between early release
from class (when they’re required to leave the campus) and after school
activities such as sports practices. We especially need adults to serve as
shepherd/chaperones between 1:00 and 3:00 PM. Questions? Contact
Beth Stephens, bethasteph@gmail.com.

T

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, January 14, at 7:00
PM at the Coupeville Library. Please bring your own covered
beverage; Jean Congdon will provide dessert. Gail Dobbyn will lead the
discussion of A Gentlemen in Moscow, by Amor Towles:
When, in 1922, thirty-year-old Count Alexander Rostov is deemed an
unrepentant aristocrat by the Bolshevik tribunal, he is sentenced to
house arrest in the Metropol, a grand hotel near the Kremlin. An
indomitable man of erudition and wit, Rostov must now live in an attic
room as some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history
unfold. Unexpectedly, the Count’s reduced circumstances provide him
entry into a world of emotional discovery as he forges friendships with
the hotel’s denizens. But when fate puts the life of a young girl in his
hands, he must draw on all his ingenuity to protect the future she
deserves. Hailed for its humor, intrigue, and beautifully rendered
scenes, this singular novel casts a spell as it relates the Count’s
endeavor to become a man of purpose.
Historical Fiction, 462 pgs.

Help keep our “Little Lutherans” occupied during worship
services! Little Lutheran bags contain crayons, coloring pages related to
the day’s themes, and other supplies and activities. Volunteers are
needed during the week to take out any hopelessly crumpled pipecleaners
and used coloring pages and replenish the supplies for the next Sunday.
Everything’s provided. Volunteers usually cover a month at a time; we
have people to take care of January and February, but the rest of the
months are available. Sign up via a bulletin insert Connection Card or
talk to Leona McKee, bcmac68@comcast.net, 360-675-5712.
Take a look through this newsletter, peruse the weekly info sheet and
Connection Card included in our worship bulletins, look at the items
posted on the narthex bulletin boards, and check OHLC’s website and
Facebook page for updates on a wide range of Bible studies, fellowship
opportunities, and areas of service in the community and beyond. These
are just some of the ways we can share God’s love. As the Lycksells say
in their note on page 21, it’s what we do at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church.

Available in hardback, paperback, large print, e-book, audiobook
CD, and downloadable audiobook.
Questions about the Coupeville Book Group? Contact Gaye
Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com,360- 678-3561.
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OHLC Women

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, January 7 & 8,
beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied quilts for
Lutheran World Relief.. You don’t need to know how to sew in order to
participate, and newcomers are always welcome! For more information,
contact Leona McKee, bcmac68@comcast.net, 360-675-5712.

Opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Circle meetings in January
Women’s circles meet regularly for Bible
study, fellowship, and occasional service projects.
Free-will offerings go towards a number of areas both
within and beyond the congregation as chosen by the
circles themselves. (Deborah Circle, for example, makes regular
contributions to such groups as Habitat for Humanity, Mighty to Save, El
Camino de Emaus, and the Northwest Washington Synod Women of the
ELCA).

Announcements
and reminders
Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit
for January.

Come join us! All are welcome!

The deadline for articles for the February newsletter is Tuesday, Jan.
21.

Jan. 2, 9, 16, Deborah Circle meets in the library, 10 AM to noon,
23, 30 continuing Bible study in Revelation and the reading of
Breaking the Code by Bruce M. Metzger. For more
information, contact Gaye Rodriguey, 360-678-3561,
gaye@tobysuds.com.
Jan, 6 & 20

Lydia Circle meets at 6 PM in the prayer room for Bible
Study #15. For more information, contact Mary Brock
mkb1998@comcast.net, 360-240-8706, or Peg Fosnaugh,
360-675-2821, davidf@peoplepc.com.

Jan. 21

Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library. For more
information, contact Colleen Pedlar, 360-675-8967,
ccpedlar@comcast.net.

2020’s flower chart has lots of open spaces! If you’d like to enhance
our Sunday worship services with a bouquet of flowers presented to the
glory of God and in honor or in memory of a person or an occasion, sign
up on the chart posted beside Pastor Spencer’s study door. Peg
Fosnaugh, our flower coordinator, will contact you regarding specifics
for the order through The Greenhouse florist (preferred colors, etc.) and
the wording you’d like printed in the bulletin.
Boxed sets of offering envelopes for 2020 are alphabetized and
waiting for pick-up in the narthex. If you have not had a set of envelopes
and would like a number assigned to you, please contact Rekann in the
church office.

Deborah Circle notes:
Jan. 2 & 9
Chapters 9 & 10, pgs. 99-116; Revelation 14:6 — 18:24

Giving statements for 2019 will be mailed in mid-January.

Jan. 16 & 23 Chapters 11 & 12, pgs. 117-136, Revelation 19:1 —22:21.
Jan. 30

Did you know you can give to OHLC with your smartphone?
Download the free “Tithe.ly” app from Google Play or Apple; set up
your account; find “Oak Harbor Lutheran Church”; give a one-time gift
with a few taps, or set up recurring automatic withdrawal tithes from
your credit card or directly from your bank account. For more
information, contact Rekann in the church office.

Gather magazine, January 2020 issue, We Are Called!,
Session 1, “Hearing God’s Voice,” pgs. 24-31.
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His Kids Preschool

Ellie: a gingerbread man
Lily: a doll
Levi: a candy cane and a Christmas tree Clayton: a monster truck
Amara: a gingerbread man
Ainhara: a blanket
Stella: A Christmas tree if they didn’t have one
Adalyn: My Mr. Moose toy and my toy puppy
Ethan: a gingerbread man with a candy cane in his hand
Liam: a tiny baby toy truck or something, a Santa Claus pickup truck
with Santa Claus in it

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

T

he month of December was all about Advent. As
we waited for Christmas, we decorated the classroom with brightly painted paper bells, glittery, beautiful
angels, and candy canes with red and white painted stripes
that we turned upside down and found that they made the
letter “J” for Jesus!

Afternoon class
Hanna: a gingerbread man
Henry: a paper heart
Aubrey: baby books
Kara: a baby maraca
Mathilda: a candy cane
Paisley: a crib
Taysom: a Buzz Lightyear
Luxlyn: a candy cane
Clarity: a big baby doll
Jayce: a gingerbread man
Elijah: a paper Christmas tree
Logan: a crib
Jasper: a gingerbread man
Juliet: a paper Christmas tree
Jaden: a gingerbread man and a paper heart and a paper Christmas tree
Julia: cupcakes and a gingerbread man that can run, run, run

We also created Advent wreaths, and we painted four of our
handprint fingers to make the candles. The green circle wreath reminds
us God’s love never ends. We decorated foam gingerbread men and
created Christmas trees out of paper and glue.
Earlier in the month, we had special chapel where we invited our
Preschool families to join us. At that time, they enjoyed the children
singing, heard a story from Pastor Jeff and then watched the children
receive their Christmas gift of story Bibles – a truly a special gift for our
students during the season of Advent.

God’s Peace –
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

We even had time to paint some pottery ornaments from Paint
Your World. This local business generously helped us with getting the
supplies together so we could paint the ornaments in the classroom.
They were done just in time for the children to take home with them to
place on their trees, and they turned out beautiful. The ornaments, along
with their Bibles, are something to hold on to and to cherish as the
children get older.

Prayer concerns
Our hearts go out to those mourning the
loss of loved ones in December, including...
...Dave Fosnaugh and family, following the death of his mother, Ruth
Fosnaugh;
...Shawn Christensen and family, following the death of his brother,
Robert Johnson.

During the month, we decorated our classroom tree with hats,
mittens and scarves, which were then donated for OHLC’s Sharing Tree.
Our totals were 17 pairs of gloves, 9 hats, 3 pairs of socks, and 2 scarves.
Thank you to our families who gave these gifts to share with those who
need it the most.
As we ended 2019 and started our Christmas break, we asked the
children “What gift would you give to Jesus?” Here’s how they
responded:
Morning class
Abbey: a gingerbread man
Emily Kate: a gingerbread man
Owen: Voltron

We rejoice with those who welcomed the birth of children in
December, including...
...Amanda Reetz & Caleb Miller, following the birth of their daughter,
Harper Ann Reetz-Miller, who was born prematurely but is home from
the hospital and doing fine. Grandparents are Debbie & Roland Reetz.

Amy: a blanket
Eden: a candy cane
Wes: a gingerbread man
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Compassion Ministry

Stephen Ministry provides care to people who are hurting
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the
law of Christ.
- Galatians 6:2, NRSV

Update: SPIN keeps on spinning, even in transition

A

SPIN has now vacated our location in downtown Oak Harbor.
We are excited to share that meals are now being served at local
churches:
Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 4:00-6:00 PM
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, 555 Regatta Drive

re you looking for a place to stretch your
spiritual gifts? Stephen Ministers have
been an essential part of Oak Harbor Lutheran
life for many years. These trained lay ministers
have maintained an active listening ear to
members of the church and community who are
going through various struggles in their lives.
They are there to support, show compassion, and
model a Christ-like love to those in need.

and
Thursdays, 4:00-6:00 PM
Church on the Rock, 1780 SE 4th Ave
(The church faces Regatta, 1 block N of St. Stephen’s)

Those who show interest in becoming Stephen
Minsters receive training to better understand the dynamic of
communication that goes on between two people. Listening, asking the
right questions, and refraining from judgment or giving advice are skills
that help in the development of a healthy relationship between the
Stephen Minster and the care receiver.

We will continue to depend on volunteers to serve meals. Oak
Harbor Lutheran’s ongoing commitment of monthly service is the
3rd Thursday as well as the last Wednesday & last Thursday. We
like to have at least four people each time. Sign ups will be on the
narthex bulletin board as usual; look to the right of the sanctuary doors.
Volunteers need to serve from 3:30 to 6:30 PM.

We are looking to train a new group of Stephen Ministers in the
first half of 2020. If you are interested in learning some of the most
essential lessons of clear communication you can find, please contact
Gaye Rodriguey or Pastor Marc Stroud, or just call the church office,
360-679-1561, and leave a message.

Unfortunately we cannot continue the SPIN Café drop in center,
therefore our guests will not have an opportunity to “get in out of the
cold” during the day. We continue to seek a location for that portion of
SPIN’s ministry.
Thanks for your ongoing support for this important work in our
community. Ask me if you have any questions, or talk to OHLC
members & SPIN board members Bob Wall and Tom Saunders.

In appreciation...

Carol Wall

A big THANK YOU for the wonderful outpouring of gifts and
support for our Sharing Tree this Christmas! Thank you, too, to those
who helped with the process – from assembling the tree itself and putting
up the tags, to those who sorted and re-labeled the gifts, and those who
delivered them. Also very appreciated were all the donations of gloves,
hats, scarves and socks from our preschool students and families.
Thank you to all of you who took tags from the tree, purchased
gifts, packaged them and returned them in time for delivery. You have
made Christmas brighter and more joyful for many people and showed
them Christian love, sharing and caring. It’s what we do at Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church!
Skip & Judy Lycksell

Notes from Camp:
Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center, Bellingham
January 1: Registration opens for camp! Elementary School
retreats are March 20-21 and 27-28, the perfect opportunity to
try out Lutherwood without committing to a week.
January 25: Annual meeting, 10 AM. Each associate
member congregation (such as OHLC!) can send 3 delegates
– 1 clergy, 2 lay persons.
Visit their website for info, https://www.camplutherwood.org/events.
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Worship assistants

Financial Report

January 5
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan
Communion Asst.: Gaye Rodriguey
Ushers: Dave & Peg Fosnaugh
Music: Morning Glory
Healing Prayer: M. Stroud, M. Moore
Assisting Minister: Moira Bartrand
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Chancel Choir
Healing Prayer: M. Stroud, B. Wall
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Margaret Anderson

Acolyte: Don Lesetmoe
Computer: Donna Aspery
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Tom Carey
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Ushers: Jeff Margraf,
Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
Communion Asst.: Bobbi Miller
Music: Chancel Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Carol Snoble

Date
8:00 AM
Dec. 1
74
Dec. 9
86
Dec. 15
70
Dec. 22
70
Average Att.
75

Assisting Min.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

Acolyte: Sam Richards
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

10:30 AM

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Ushers: Steve & Martha Ellis
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Amy Bruce
Communion Asst.: Rita Cline
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley

6:30 PM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.: Tracey Tomlin
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger
Communion Asst.: Carol Reafs
Music: Chancel Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: D. Wysomierski

10:30 AM
102
91
98
117
102

Coupeville
14
21
16
22
18

Nursery
0
0
0
0
0

Christmas Eve attendance: 4 PM – 248; 7 PM – 142; 10 PM - 64
Christmas Day attendance: 29
Average Sunday attendance: 195
December 29 will be included with next month’s statistics.

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer: S. Kristoffersen
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
January

Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Computer: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

1 THE NAME OF JESUS
2 Johann Konrad Wilhelm Loehe,
renewer of the church, 1872
6 EPIPHANY OF OUR LORD
12 BAPTISM OF OUR LORD
15 Martin Luther King, Jr., renewer
of society, martyr, 1968
17 Antony of Egypt, 356, Pachomius,
343, renewers of the church
18 The Confession of St. Peter
Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity begins

January 26
8:00 AM

December

Midweek Advent worship averages: 12 noon -27; 7 PM - 47

January 19
8:00 AM

Year to date
$ 419,844
431,440
$ (11,569)

Worship Attendance

January 12
8:00 AM

November
$ 36,786
38,435
$ (1,649)

Income
Outgo

Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Luke Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

November

Acolyte: Logan Stone
Computer: Kelly Brock
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Debbie
Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

19 Henry, Bishop of Uppsala,
martyr, 1156
21 Agnes, martyr, 304
25 The Conversion of St. Paul
Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity ends
26 Timothy, Titus, and Silas,
missionaries
27 Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe
witnesses to the faith
28 Thomas Aquinas, 1274, teacher

This month’s featured font is Clarendon.

Little Lutheran Bags in January: Dave & Peg Fosnaugh
11

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M.T, W:
9:00 AM -Noon;
12:45-3:45 PM
God gives us
Pre-K Readiness
a free trip around the sun each year.
Th, F: 9:00 AM-Noon
Enjoy the ride!
No classes: Dec. 23 – Jan. 5; Jan. 20
5 Healing prayer
6 The Epiphany of
7
9:00 Blanket Workshop
at the morning services
Our Lord
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:00 12:30 Set up
Men’s Ensemble
9:15
for Munchy Monday 6:00 Tigers/Bears
Sun. School/Adult Ed. 9:15 5:00 Harbor Brass/
6:00 Patrol Leaders
Worship
10:30
Penn Cove Brass
Den meetings
3:00 6:00 Lydia Circle
7:00 Boy Scouts
Youth/Family Night 6:00 6:00 Arrow of Light
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
12
13
14
Worship
8:00
9:30 Stamping Group
Youth Choir
9:00 12:30 Set up
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Men’s Ensemble
9:15
for Munchy Monday
Bernard
Sun. School/Adult Ed. 9:15
6:00 Tigers/Bears
Worship
10:30 5:00 Harbor Brass/
6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
Silvertips game
Penn Cove Brass
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
6:00Arrow of Light
7:00 Galatians study
Den meetings
3:00 7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 Boy Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
19
20
21 Newsletter Deadline
Worship
8:00 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR.
12:00 Whidbey Island
Church office closed
Youth Choir
9:00
Genealogical Searchers
Men’s Ensemble
9:15
1:30 Living with Loss/
Sun. School/Adult Ed. 9:15 5:00 Harbor Brass/
Grief Support
Penn Cove Brass
Worship
10:30
6:00 Tigers/Bears
6:00 Lydia Circle
7:00 Galatians study
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 Boy Scouts
26
27
28
Worship
8:00
9:30 Stamping Group
Youth Choir
9:00 12:30 Set up
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Men’s Ensemble
9:15
for Munchy Monday
Bernard
Sun. School/Adult Ed. 9:15
1:30 Living with Loss/
Worship
10:30 5:00 Harbor Brass/
Grief Support
Semi-annual congregaPenn Cove Brass
6:00 Tigers/Bears
tional meeting 12:00
7:00 Galatians study
Confirmation
5:00 7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 Boy Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
7:00 Scout Board/Review

WEDNESDAY
1

NEW YEAR’S DAY
Church office closed

8
9:00 Blanket Workshop
11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Book Group

6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 CADA Parenting
7:00 Chancel Choir
15
11:30 OHLC Staff

THURSDAY
2
10:00 Deborah Circle,
4:00 Morning Glory
5:00 Chancel Choir
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
9

11

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Stephen Ministry
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
16
OHLC serves for SPIN
at Church on the Rock
10:00 Deborah Circle

10:00 Michelle’s group

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 CADA Parenting
7:00 Chancel Choir
29
OHLC serves for SPIN
at St. Stephen’s
11:30 OHLC Staff

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
30
OHLC serves for SPIN
at Church on the Rock
10:00 Deborah Circle

12

10

9:00 New Member class

22

6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 CADA Parenting
7:00 Chancel Choir

SATURDAY
4

10:00 Deborah Circle

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Compassion Team
7:00 North Whidbey NA
23

6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 CADA Parenting
7:00 Chancel Choir

FRIDAY
3

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

17

18

24

25
WITS Seminar Bridging the Testaments:
Intertestamental Period
8:45-Noon,
Coupeville Rec Hall

31

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

