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Growing the church isn’t necessarily as complicated as we often make it out
to be. People are more open to invitations than we think we are. The hard
part, perhaps, is in getting past our fear of evangelism and summoning the
courage to invite, invite, invite.

Pastor’s Page
It’s the most wonderful time of the year…TO INVITE!

H

The Christmas season offers a particularly ripe opportunity to invite
people to church. People are more open to such invitations, and we are
offering a plethora of different events and services. There’s something for
everyone! At our Youth & Family night we will be making graham cracker
nativities. What fun! We’re hosting an event called Grief and the Holidays
put on by WhidbeyHealth which can help our neighbors and friends navigate
through what can be a particularly painful season for those who are grieving.
We have our short Wednesday services during Advent with soup suppers
following. A night of no cooking? During the busy holiday season? Who
wouldn’t like that? We have the Community Band doing a
Christmas concert on December 15 that is about as nonthreatening as you can get, full of fun holiday music, both
sacred and secular. And then of course there is the Main
Event: Christmas Eve worship. Don’t think the Holy Spirit
is beyond using the nostalgia of singing Silent Night by
candlelight to get people in church to hear the gospel!

ow do we ensure our future as a congregation? How do we fill in the
“available seating” in the pews? Most importantly, how do we share
with others the hope, peace, love, and joy we have come to know in
Christ? I’ve got three words for you: Invite, invite, invite!
When we look at scripture, we see that the primary way people
came to faith in Jesus was through personal invitation. This happened
between brothers as Andrew invited his brother Simon Peter to meet Jesus.
It happened as Philip invited Nathanael, saying “come and see!” It
happened as Paul invited coworkers and clients like Priscilla and Aquila to
hear the gospel as he went about his work as a tentmaker. There are
certainly times when Jesus himself personally intervened in people’s lives
and called them to follow him, but much of the time, especially after the
ascension, people came to faith in him by being invited to “come and see”
by someone else.
This is what happened in the first centuries of Christianity as well.
I’ve been reading a fascinating book called Evangelism in the Early Church
by Michael Green, and he makes a compelling case that the exponential
growth of the church in its early years can be largely attributed to average,
ordinary Christians inviting friends, neighbors, and coworkers to hear the
gospel and participate in Christian community. In spite of much apathy,
suspicion, and even hostility to the Christian faith in the culture around
them, their invitations led to faith in Christ and growth for the church.

I encourage every member of Oak Harbor Lutheran
to pray about who God might be calling you to invite to any
or all of our events this month. Make a list. Invite
coworkers, relatives, neighbors, friends, fellow members you
haven’t seen in while, even your barista. Once our family
invited the woman who cuts our boys’ hair. And you know what? She came
to our Sunday School Christmas program! Pray over your list, and then do
the inviting. Pray for them afterwards. Make sure you connect with them
when they come. Not all will accept your invitation. Those who do might
not immediately become weekly worshipers. But in coming they will hear
the gospel and they will catch a glimpse of Christian community. The rest is
up to God.

Could this approach work today? Many modern church leaders are
looking to the history of the early church for insight and inspiration precisely
because our time is looking increasingly like what our earliest Christian
ancestors lived through. We see that same apathy, suspicion, and even
hostility today. Could reviving the practice of persistent, prayerful invitation
be the way forward for the church today? I think so!

To help you with your inviting we will have special inserts in your
worship bulletin this month. These inserts will contain the full schedule of
our Advent and Christmas events and services. You can put this on your
fridge to remind you to invite people to these events, or you can hand them
directly to those you invite. Let’s make December a month of persistent,
prayerful invitation at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. We have good news of
great joy which is for all people, and we want everyone to “come and see!”

A study by the Institute for American Church Growth asked 10,000
churchgoers how they came to attend their church. Three percent just
walked in. Another three percent liked the programs. Six percent went
because they liked the pastor. A whopping 79% percent went because a
friend or relative invited them! A similar survey by LifeWay Research
showed that 67% of those surveyed agreed that “a personal invitation from a
friend or family member would be very or somewhat effective in getting
them to visit a church,” far surpassing any other approach to evangelism.

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
2

You are invited to…

Growing & Learning

Youth & Family Night
at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Sunday, December 1
6:00-7:30 PM
Make a

GRAHAM CRACKER
NATIVITY

Advent adult Bible study begins Sunday, December 1:

Hope, Peace,
Joy, Love

with marshmallow sheep
and animal crackers!

AND FEATURING OUR

EPIC HOT CHOCOLATE BAR!

T

he season of Advent brings with it a variety of rich scriptures,
timeless church traditions, and celebrations for all ages’ participation
in the worship space. Advent is the season to lavishly decorate the
sanctuary in colors of sky blues and white and gold in anticipation of the
coming nativity of the baby Jesus.

Including:
MARSHMALLOWS
WHIPPED CREAM
PEPPERMINT STICKS
PEANUT BUTTER
CARAMEL SYRUP
STRAWBERRY SYRUP
RAINBOW SPRINKLES
AND MORE!

The four Sundays of Advent are marked with a weekly theme,
taking us on a journey towards the manger, where we’ll arrive on
Christmas Eve. The four progressive themes of hope, peace, joy and
love remind us that Christ’s birth is the fulfillment of the long-expected
Savior, promised of old.

Every family attending
will receive a special nativity Advent calendar!

Please come to this series of Advent presentations in the
library during the 9:15 AM Sunday School hour on December 1, 8,
15 & 22. Part of each program will include some brilliant videos by the
presenters of The Bible Project, the same video group we watched last
year in our study of the Old Testament.
Pastor Marc Stroud

All are welcome!
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Music for a joyful season!

A desperate plea!
Munchy Monday (our afternoon outreach to students from Oak
Harbor High School across the street) really needs your help!
If you are free on Monday afternoons anytime between 1:00 and
3:00 PM, please join us in this important ministry. We’re pretty well
supplied with donations of food, but what we need are more adults
willing to serve as chaperone/shepherds.
Questions? Contact Beth Stephens, bethasteph@gmail.com.

Rejoice & Be Merry!

at 1st Reformed Church

Settle in for over an hour of pure musical magic as
Whidbey Community Chorus presents a Christmas concert,
Rejoice & Be Merry, Friday, Dec. 6, 7 PM and Sunday, Dec. 8,
4 PM, at 1st Reformed Church, 250 SW 3rd Avenue. Admission
is free; donations gratefully accepted.
This outstanding 100-voice choir is directed by Darren McCoy
and includes OHLC vocalists Mary Kay Hallen, Tom Piper, David Ridle,
and Barbara Wilson.

Sunday School news
The annual Sunday School Christmas
program will be presented as a part of the
4:00 PM worship service on Christmas Eve.
Rehearsals will take place during class time
on Sundays, Dec. 8, 15 & 22. (Please note
there’s no children’s Sunday School on
December 1.)

Community Band Christmas Concert
at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
What could be better than Sleigh Ride, performed by a
full band with actual jingle bells and wood slats to make that
cracking whip sound? At 2:00 PM on Sunday, December 15,
we will welcome the Oak Harbor Community Band for a fun
afternoon of great Christmas music. There is even a sing-along section of
the program! All are welcome! The community band is directed by
OHLC’s own Bruce Seltveit.

Questions? Give me a call in the church office, 360-679-1561,
or send me an e-mail, martha@oakharborlutheran.org.
Martha Ellis

On the horizon: Men’s Ensemble schedules rehearsals
Beginning January 12:
Galatians Bible study

The Oak Harbor Lutheran Church’s Men’s Ensemble will sing at
both morning worship services on Sunday, February 23. This is an
invitation for all men, 14 years and up (new or returning singer) to join
us. Some music-reading ability is helpful but not necessary if you think
you “can carry a tune in a bucket.”
We’ll practice songs for opening the service, an anthem, and a
new benediction response. Some great music has been selected. Please
commit to joining us!
Rehearsals begin Sunday, January 5, 9:15-9:45 AM in the choir
loft. We’ll rehearse each Sunday, same time and place, until Feb. 23.
Contact me if you plan to join us, tomreflexpiper@gmail.com. The
Connection Card will have sign-up space starting late December. Come
and make a joyful noise!
Tom Piper

Paul’s letter to the Galatians has
been called the Magna Carta of Christian
liberty. We will kick off 2020 with a sixweek study of this magnificent testament to
the freedom Christ has won for us. The
study will be offered both Sunday mornings
and Tuesday evenings beginning January
12/January 14.
Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
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Advent & Christmas

Fair Trade Winds at OHLC, December 1
Fair Trade Winds will come to OHLC on Sunday, Dec. 1, offering goods from artisans from developing nations. Visit the display in
Herrigstad Hall between or after services to peruse a wide variety of
gifts. Purchases directly support farmers and craftspeople in impoverished lands; a portion of the proceeds goes to Lutheran World Relief.

at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
Join us on Wednesdays during Advent!
On Wednesdays during the Advent season (Dec. 4, 11 and 18)
we will be gathering at noon and 6:00 PM for worship services, with
soup and bread served at 12:30 & 6:30 PM. Our theme for this year is:

Visit the Sharing Tree!
Starting December 1, our Sharing Tree will be on display in the
narthex, decorated with tags. Each tag includes a gift suggestion for
someone in need. These have been gathered from Josephine (a Lutheran
care community for all generations in Stanwood), El Camino de Emaus
(a Spanish-speaking Lutheran congregation in Burlington), and from our
local community on Whidbey Island. Here’s how it works:
1. You’re invited to review the tags and choose one or more to take
with you. Purchase the gift and wrap or bag it with the tag on
the outside, following any special directions that might be on
the tag.
2. Return the gifts to church by Sunday, Dec. 15 and place
under the tree; gift cards (tag attached) must be brought to
the church office.
Sharing shows caring. Thank you for helping our
friends in need this Christmas!
Skip & Judy Lycksell

HOPE
for a

HURTING WORLD
Through inspiring stories from our
ministry partners around the world, we will hear how Christ’s coming
brings hope in the midst of challenges and sorrows. We’ll go to Russia,
Peru, and Uganda during the messages, and enjoy treats from those
countries as part of our soup suppers. Holden Evening Prayer will be our
liturgy, along with a hymn from our featured country. Invite your friends
to join you for a three hope-filled Wednesdays as we prepare to
celebration the Nativity of our Lord.

Deck the halls!

Christmas worship schedule

Our chancel Christmas trees will go up on the
second week in December, and will be decorated after worship
on Sunday, Dec. 15. All are welcome to stick around after the 10:30
service to help hang Chrismons. Many thanks to Craig and Colleen
Pedlar, who deck our halls with beautiful wreaths from Boy Scout Troop
59. Craig also coordinates the acquisition and raising of our Christmas
trees and hangs the wreaths. Thanks so much!

Share the joy of Christmas! Invite your family,
friends, and neighbors to join us for worship this
Christmas!

Christmas Eve
4:00 PM: Family Service with Candlelight and featuring
the Sunday School Christmas program
7:00 PM: Traditional Service with Candlelight and
Communion
10:00 PM: Traditional Service with Candlelight and
Communion

Poinsettias!
Help us adorn the sanctuary with poinsettias this Christmas
season! Plants will be ordered through our local Greenhouse Florist.
Donations may be made in any amount; suggested amount per plant is
$24. The deadline for orders is Dec. 16; order forms will be available
in the narthex and in the church office.

Christmas Day
10:30 AM: Service of Carols and Communion
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BookMarks

December notes:

Coupeville Book Group

New Year’s Eve fun at OHLC –
Come play Bunco!

T

he Coupeville Book Group will meet on Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 6:00 PM
in the home of Gaye Rodriguey, 228 Rhodena Drive, Coupeville,
360-678-3561. Each person is ask to bring an appetizer. Beverages will
be provided. The group will share their favorite passage(s) from Ruth
Bader Ginsberg in her book, My Own Words:

You’re invited to a New Year’s Eve Bunco
Party in the fellowship hall, Tuesday, December 31,
starting at 6:30 PM and continuing to when the game is done.
We’ll have space for 40 people, and the organizers have claimed
the first 6 spots. You can reserve your place by completing an RSVP on
an upcoming Connection Card in a December Sunday bulletin.
Please bring hors d’oeuvres or snacks to share, as well as a
“white elephant” prize (something fun and fanciful but not costly!).
We’ll play Bunco, stop for snacks and socialization, get back to
the game, and end with prizes... if everyone brings a prize, then everyone
wins.
Bob & Carol Wall, Kelly & Mary Brock, Dave & Peg Fosnaugh

The first book from Ruth Bader Ginsburg since becoming a
Supreme Court Justice in 1993, this is a witty, engaging, serious and
playful collection of writings and speeches from the woman who has
had a powerful and enduring influence on law, women’s rights, and
popular culture. My Own Words offers Justice Ginsburg on wideranging topics, including gender equality, the workways of the
Supreme Court, being Jewish, law and lawyers in opera, and the value
of looking beyond the US shores when interpreting the US
Constitution.
Throughout her life Justice Ginsburg has been (and continues to
be) a prolific writer and public speaker. The book’s sampling is
selected by Justice Ginsburg and her authorized biographers Mary
Hartnett and Wendy W. Williams. This is a fascinating glimpse into the
life of one of America’s most influential women. Nonfiction, 372 pgs.
Available in large print, Audiobook CD, Downloadable Audiobook and ebook.

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
December
3 Francis Xavier, missionary to
Asia, 1552
4 John of Damascus, theologian,
hymnwriter, c. 749
6 Nicholas, Bishop of Myra, c. 342
7 Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, 397
13 Lucy, martyr, 304

Second Wednesday Book Group
2 Wednesday Book Group meets Wednesday, Dec. 11, 11:30 AM
Theat China
City for a discussion of The Day the World Came to Town:
nd

9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland, by Jim DeFede:
When the United States closed all airports on Sept. 11, 2001, 38
jetliners were forced to land in Gander, Newfoundland, Canada. The
citizens of the town met the stranded passengers with an
overwhelming display of kindness and compassion. Over the course of
four days, many passengers and residents formed friendships they
expect to last a lifetime. A genuine story of kindness that touched the
lives of thousands or people, providing an example of humanity and
goodwill.
Nonfiction, 244 pgs.
Available as Ebook and downloadable Audiobook

14 John of the Cross, renewer of the
church, 1591
20 Katharina von Bora Luther,
renewer of the church, 1552
26 Stephen, Deacon and Martyr
27 John, Apostle and Evangelist
28 The Holy Innocents, martyrs

Little Lutheran Bags in December: Dave & Peg Fosnaugh
This month’s decorative fonts are

Kingthings Christmas and Kingthings Petrock.
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OHLC Women

Circle meetings in December
Deborah Circle:
Dec. 5: 10 AM in the Oak Harbor Library’s meeting room; Breaking
the Code, Understanding the Book of Revelation, Bruce M.
Metzger, Chapter 7, “Sounding the Trumpets;” Revelation 8:3
– 11:9.
Dec.12: 10 AM in the church library to discuss Chapter 8, “The Satanic
Trinity: The Dragon and the Two Beasts;” Revelation 12:1 –
14:20.
Dec. 19 Annual Christmas Brunch & gift exchange. Bring your
December issue of Gather magazine for the devotional, “Wait,
Watch, Create,” pgs. 20-25.

Opportunities for fellowship, study & service
Wrap-up on the Holiday Bazaar

L

ydia Circle of OHLC thanks our congregation
for the generous gifts of time, talents, crafts,
baked goods and auction items provided for
our 8th annual Holiday Bazaar on November 2.
God blessed us with a beautiful, sunny day,
and there was much joy and laughter inside among
the twinkling Christmas lights and table after table
of beautiful, crafty items. An angel among us was the anonymous lady
from the community who donated a dozen gorgeous, hand-crocheted
animals, and another angel provided lunch for the workers. Thank you,
too, to everyone who made purchases, to the local vendors who
participated, and especially to our spouses and other volunteers who
worked tirelessly to make this bazaar a success.
As always, all proceeds benefit our Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
(including the upcoming January event mentioned on page 10!).

Lydia Circle:
Dec. 9: 6:00 PM in the fellowship hall for our Christmas party!
Dec. 16: Bible study at 6:00 PM in the prayer room
Rebecca Circle will take a break in December. See you on January 21!

2019 Offerings: Help us finish in the black!

Your Lydia ladies,
Amy, Andrea, Angela, Becky, Beth,
Fran, Mary, Peg, Roberta, Sheila

Help us wrap up the fiscal year in the black by making a special yearend gift to OHLC! In order to count towards your 2019 taxes, all
financial contributions must be received by 12:00 noon on Sunday,
December 29.

Boxed sets of offering envelopes will be available for 2020. If
you have not had a set of envelopes and would like a number
assigned to you, please contact Rekann in the church office.
(Numbered envelopes help facilitate our offering recording process.)

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, December
3&4, beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on quilts for
Lutheran World Relief.
New volunteers are always welcome – sewing experience isn’t
required! Questions? Contact Leona McKee, bcmac28@comcast.net,
360-675-5712.
See page 9 for the report about our recent shipment of quilts (and
more!) for Lutheran World Relief.

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit
for December.

The deadline for articles for the January newsletter is Tuesday,
December 17.
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Here’s how our students finished the sentence, “My heart is
thankful for...”
AM class
Liam: My whole family
Adalyn: My mom and my dad and Abby Stella: My brother
Lily: My mom and dad and sister
Levi: My house
Clayton: My monster trucks
Amy: My mom
Wes: Presents from Santa
Ainhara: My mom and dad
Amara: My mom and dad and sister
Ellie: My sisters
Owen: The [toy] horse I got for Christmas Eden: My family
Ethan: My puppy and mom and dad and brother
Abbey: My grandma because sometimes she helps me sew
Emily Kate: My family, my mom and dad and brothers

His Kids Preschool

N

a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

ovember at His Kids was all about thankfulness and nutrition. We
focused on our food groups, and we started the month by making a
cow puppet that reminded us about some of things that are provided
in the dairy group. Along with that, we used chocolate pudding to
finger-paint a paper milk jug. When we talked about protein, we easelpainted walnuts, and with our discussion about the fruit and
vegetables group we made a cornucopia. During class time,
we also made a “pizza” with all five of the food groups
represented. (We wished we could really eat it!) We’re not
sure which food group it fits into, but Miss Debbie did a
science experiment with us in the parking lot and showed
what happens when Mentos go into a bottle of diet soda. Finally, we cut
out construction paper slices of bread that reminded us that Jesus is the
Bread of Life.

PM Class
Paisley: Presents
Juliet: My sister Lainey
Luxlyn: Paper
Henry: My birthday and Christmas
Elijah: My friends
Kara: My mom and dad and Clark
Jasper: My dogs
Julia: my mom and my cousins
Clarity: Trees
Aubrey: My sister
Jaden: Toys
Mathilda: Food and my toys and all the stuff I like
Jayce: My mom and my dad and my sister and my grandma
Logan: My dad because he plays baseball with us a lot
Hanna: My mom and dad and grandma and grandpa and toys
Taysom: Halloween and pumpkins and going to school

We wrapped up our nutrition unit with our yearly field trip to our
local Haggen grocery store. Susan, our host at Haggen, greets us every
year and gives us a tour of each of the departments. We leave there with
our own little bag of goodies to take home, and a hot chocolate to end the
visit.
While discussing our food groups, we spoke to the class about all
of God’s gifts to us and how we can share them with others in the
community. Throughout the month, we collected 131 food items to be
given to our local Help House. Thank you to our families of His Kids for
helping us with this focus on giving to others.

May we all be reminded of the blessings we have, no matter the
size, and let us continue to be thankful for them.
With God’s peace, Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, and Ms. Sara

Since November is known for election time for us adults, we
decided to have our own voting in class. Our poll was to decide which
drink to have with snack: milk or juice. Juice won in both classes by a
landslide. (If only it were that easy for the other stuff!)

In Sympathy

O

We wanted to update you on Elva, and her ongoing care. She is
recovering nicely after her surgery, with small bouts of tiredness after
being in the classroom all day. She will be getting her schedule soon
with her radiation treatment timeline and we will all continue to pray for
her strength, well-being, and continued healing. She is thankful for the
support she has been receiving from the church staff, the preschool
families and the congregational members of OHLC. She definitely feels
thankful and loved.

ur hearts go out to those in our church family who are mourning the
loss of loved ones.
Donna Scully died on Nov. 2. She and her late husband, Bob,
had joined OHLC in 1988. Her memorial service was held Nov. 11.
Kendall Gibbons has returned from a trip to Texas following the
death of her father. Please keep her in your prayers, along with her
husband, Zach, and their three small children.
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Compassion Ministry

Lutherwood Camp & Retreat Center, Bellingham:
December 1, Wreath Making, 1:00-4:00 PM. Supplies are provided,
along with snacks, hot chocolate and conversation in the dining hall. No
registration required! Free-will offering helps support the camp.
January 25, Annual Meeting, 10 AM, with updates and plans
for the year ahead.

December 9: Grief and the Holidays
When you are grieving the death of a loved
one, the holidays can be a particularly difficult time.
On Monday, December 9 from 1:30-3:30 PM, Oak
Harbor Lutheran Church will welcome Bereavement
Coordinator David Bieniek from WhidbeyHealth
Hospice Care for a two-hour gathering to gain ideas for navigating the
season more comfortably. There will be time to create a keepsake in
memory of your loved one. The event is free and open to the public.

Do you have questions about
Camp Lutherwood? Would you like
information about 2020 elementary
school retreats in March and the high school retreat in May? Visit their
website, https://www.camplutherwood.org/ or talk to OHLC’s Lutherwood board member Mike Dilley.

Update from SPIN Café:
SPIN Café will be moving from its current location by the end of
December, and we will begin moving things out earlier in the month.
The SPIN Board is still working on various options we have for another
location. Meal Servers, be aware that you may be called on to serve... or
you might be asked to help us move.
We have a potential location for Thursday meals. We’re looking
for a garage where we can plug in refrigerators and a freezer and be able
to access them during our time of transition.
There’s an ongoing need for the following supplies: heavy socks,
travel-sized shower supplies, toothpaste, disposable razors, and deodorant. We’re also in need of first aid items such as gauze pads, adhesive
bandages in various sizes, scissors, tweezers, burn cream, antiseptic
spray or ointment, alcohol pads, finger splints, etc. These may be put in
the SPIN donation bin in the narthex.
Everyone at SPIN appreciates your support during this time of
change. Please join us on Facebook or our
webpage, https://www.spincafeoh.org/, for
Giving Tuesday on December 3. Your
donations will keep us “spinning.”
While you’re visiting the website,
click on the SPIN Café Blog for “Where to
from here?” from SPIN Board spokesman
(and OHLC’s own) Tom Saunders.
Carol Wall

OHLC crew delivers items for Lutheran World Relief

A

big hand for Kelly Brock, Mike Dilly, Dave Peattie and Tom Piper
who delivered our LWR shipment to Our Redeemer’s Lutheran
Church, Ballard, on November 1, and for those who helped load all
the boxes into the two vehicles.
Thank you, too, to Trudy Decker and the rest of the women of
Deborah Circle for organizing the school kit items, so the Sunday School
kids and teachers could assemble 144 kits (our most ever!) and prepare
them for shipping as a service project. What a great job all of you did!
We also shipped 62 personal care kits that an unnamed angel
donated to our cause. Blanket Workshop made 63 tied quilts, and again
an unnamed angel donated 18 quilts her mother had made, for a total of
81 quilts. Altogether we shipped 1004 pounds of goodies to help people
around the globe. Total bill was $1004, which the congregation covered
through the generous donations to the shipping fund for LWR. There’s
enough to cover our 2020 Spring shipment as well.
As has become our tradition, members of Concordia Lutheran
Church brought over their boxes of quilts and other projects, and we
were happy to transport those items down to the ingathering along with
OHLC’s.
Leona McKee
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Coat drive’s generosity warms our hearts

Coming in January:

Thank you for your generous October & November donations of
coats, hats, gloves and socks! (Our talented knitters contributed a
veritable rainbow of beautiful things!) Everything is very much
appreciated and will enable many people to keep warm this winter.

January 11: New Member class
Pastor Spencer is offering a new member
class on Saturday, January 11, from 9:00 AM to Noon.
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP via the
Connection Card or by e-mailing Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.

Skip & Judy Lycksell

Ministry of the Month
December’s ‘official’ ministry of the month is
our annual Sharing Tree (as you read in the article on
pg. 5). We’ll also have a bulletin board display in the
narthex, noting all our Ministries of the Month since
last January. As you’ll see, we’ve highlighted local
needs and efforts as well as the big picture challenges
of ELCA World Hunger and Lutheran World Relief.

January 12: OHLC at Silvertips hockey!
We are planning an OHLC outing to
Angel of the Winds arena in Everett on Sunday,
January 12 to watch the Silvertips play hockey!
The puck drops at 4:05. We have a block of seats
reserved in section 219 for $15 each.
You can place your order via the Connection Card in the
worship bulletin, or by calling the church office. Payment can be made
directly to OHLC. Please put “Silvertips” on the memo line.
Lydia Circle is reserving and paying for a bus to get us to the
game! Reservations and payment are due by December 26.

We’ve had financial appeals on behalf of some of these organizations and ministries, while others have been informational. Our thanks
to all for taking an interest, for making occasional financial contributions, and for the vital work of prayer support as these various ministries
work to be a tangible sign of God’s love around the world.
Join us as we look ahead to a new year with new opportunities
for outreach!

January 26: Semi-annual meeting and potluck
\

Mark your calendars for our semiannual meeting! All voting members of Oak
Harbor Lutheran are encouraged to attend as
we consider our congregational budget for
2020 and attend to other items of business.
An agenda for the meeting will be made available on Sunday,
January 19. Plan on bringing a dish to share as we enjoy a potluck after
our meeting.
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December 24 – Christmas Eve

Worship Assistants
December 1
Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.:
Ushers: Dave & Peg Fosnaugh
Healing Prayer: M. Stroud, G. Rodriguey
Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
10:30
Communion Asst.: Amy Bruce
AM
Music: Chancel Choir
Healing Prayer: M. Stroud, G. Hawley
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
6:30 PM
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Trudy Decker
8:00
AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Ushers: Tom Carey, Dave Fosnaugh
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Ron Ernst
Communion Asst.: Ken Grigsby
Music: Chancel Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: D. Wysomerski

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Music: Praise Team; Piano duet
Ushers: Steve & Martha Ellis
Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger
Communion Asst.: Bob Wall
Music: Chancel Choir; Piano duet
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Curt Davis

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Tom Piper
Communion Asst.: Wendy Wilson
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Bobbi Miller
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Chancel Choir; Jubilate Ringers
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Charles Wardle

Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
Communion Assts.: Louis Bartrand,
Rita Cline
Music: Chancel Choir; Jubilate Ringers
Assisting Minister: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Mary Brock

December 25 – Christmas Day
10:30 AM Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
December 29
Assisting Minister: Tom Carey
8:00 AM
Communion Asst.: Mike Fankhauser
Ushers: Glenn Cornelius,
10:30 AM Assisting Minister: Craig Pedlar
Communion Asst.: Trudy Decker

Assisting Min.: T. Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

Acolyte: Logan Stone
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Sam Richards
Computer: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Debbie
Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley

Acolyte:
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Organ/Piano: Jan & Verna
Acolyte:
Organ/Piano: Jan & Verna
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer: S. Kristofferson
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: G. Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

Financial Report

Acolyte: Lucas Stone
Computer: M. Ackerman
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Curt Davis
Piano: Kris Bruland

October

October
$ 33,145
42,025
$ (8,879)

Income
Outgo

Year to date
$ 382,834
393,006
$ (10,171)

Worship Attendance

December 22
8:00 AM

7:00 PM

10:00 PM

Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Computer: Luke Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst

December 15
8:00 AM

Assisting Minister: Tom Carey

Acolyte: Don Lesetmoe
Computer: Donna Aspery

December 8
8:00 AM

4:00 PM

Acolyte: Marion Christensen
Computer: Kelly Brock

Date
8:00 AM
Nov. 3
77
Nov. 10
66
Nov. 17
60
Nov. 24
72
Average Att.
69

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: C. Wardle
Piano: Kris Bruland

10:30 AM
86
79
78
86
82

November
Coupeville
20
19
26
24
22

Average Sunday attendance: 173
11

Nursery
0
0
0
0
0

SUNDAY

MONDAY

1

ADVENT 1
Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:15
Adult Ed.
9:15
Worship
10:30
Den meetings
3:00
Youth/Family Night 6:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
8
ADVENT 2
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:15

2

TUESDAY
3
9:00 Blanket Workshop

12:30 Set up
for Munchy Monday

7:00 Boy Scouts

9
12:30 Set up
for Munchy Monday
Sun. School/Adult Ed. 9:15 1:30 Grief & the Holidays
Worship
10:30
Piano recital
1:00 6:00Arrow of Light
Den meetings
3:00 6:00 Lydia Circle
Karate party
4:00
Christmas party
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
15 ADVENT 3
16
Deadline for
12:30 Set up for
Sharing Tree gifts
Worship
8:00
Munchy Monday
Youth Choir
9:15

10 9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
6:00 Tigers/Bears
6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
6:00 Cpvl Book Group,
Gaye Rodriguey’s home
7:00 Scout Board/Review
7:00 Boy Scouts
17 Newsletter Deadline

Sun. School/Adult Ed. 9:15

6:00 Tigers/Bears

10:30 6:00 Piano recital
All Island Comm.Band2:00 6:00 Arrow of Light
Confirmation
5:00 6:00 Lydia Circle
Pack 4098
6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
22 ADVENT 4
23
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:15

12:00 Whidbey Island
Genealogical Searchers

Worship

Sun. School/Adult Ed. 9:15

Worship

10:30

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
29
Worship

8:00

30

Worship

10:30

NOON – Deadline for
year-end offerings to
count for 2019 giving

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

5
7 AM – 5 PM Island Co.
Sheriff’s Dept. exams

6
7 AM – 1 PM Island Co.
Sheriff’s Dept. exams

12:00 Midweek Worship
12:30 Soup & bread
6:00 Tigers/Bears
6:00 Patrol Leaders

6:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 North Whidbey NA

WEDNESDAY
4 9:00 Blanket Workshop

7:00 Boy Scouts

24 CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Eve worship
4:00: Candlelight &
Christmas program
7:00: Candlelight &
Communion
10:00: Candlelight &
Communion
31

4:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 Midweek Worship
6:30 Soup & bread
7:15 Chancel Choir
11 11:30 Book Group at
China City
12:00 Midweek Worship
12:30 Soup & bread
4:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 Midweek Worship
6:30 Soup & bread
7:15 Chancel Choir
18
12:00 Midweek Worship
12:30 Soup & bread

4:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 Midweek Worship
6:30 Soup & bread
7:15 Chancel Choir
25 CHRISTMAS DAY
Church office closed

SATURDAY
7

11:00 Navy Respite event
10:00 Deborah Circle,
OH Library mtg. room
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
12
10:00 Deborah Circle
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Stephen Ministry
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
19 OHLC at SPIN Café

13

14

3:00 NA Christmas event
Council Christmas party,
Muzzalls’
20

5:00 OHLC Staff
Christmas party, Strouds’
21

10:00 Deborah Circle
Christmas brunch

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
26

Harbaugh family event

27

28

Christmas Day worship
10:30 AM - Service of
Carols and Communion
7:00 North Whidbey NA
The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

6:30 New Year’s Eve
Bunco Party

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment

6:00 North Whidbey NA

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

12

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M.T, W:
9:00 AM -Noon;
12:45-3:45 PM
Pre-K Readiness
Th, F: 9:00 AM-Noon
Christmas Break:
Dec. 23 – Jan. 5

