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Pastorõs Page     What unites us 
ñI therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 

patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, 

just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all 

and in all.ò                                                                            Ephesians 4:1-6 
 

ñIn essentials, unity, in non-essentials, liberty, in all things, charity.ò  

17
th
 century Lutheran theologian Rupertus Meldenius 

 

 

ast month I attended a theological conference in San Diego.  To my 

knowledge, it is the only theological conference in the country which 

includes Lutherans from the full alphabet soup of American Lutheran 

church bodies today: ELCA, LCMS, WELS, NALC, and LCMC.  There was 

even an Episcopalian and a Baptist there giving presentations, for crying out 

loud!  What could possibly bring together these disparate kinds of Chris-

tians, especially those within our own Lutheran family who are so prone to 

bitter infighting and donôt seem to do much of anything together anymore?  

Itôs simple really: our common faith.  In fact, ñThe Common Faithò was the 

theme of the gathering this year as we explored the Apostles Creed.  It was a 

delightful time of celebration, learning, and fellowship.  
 

Did we all agree about crucial matters facing the church?  Um, no.  

Did we all agree on the political crises our nation has been embroiled in for 

the past few years?  Other than to agree that it is a mess, nope. But a funny 

thing happened as we focused on the essentials of our shared faith.  We 

learned from one another.  We found reasons to rejoice together.  We 

became friends.  We were renewed by our celebration of the Good News of 

Jesus Christ.  Then we went back to our congregations and communities to 

serve God in our own ways in the freedom of the gospel. 
 

This conference reaffirmed my vision for what we are called to be 

here at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church.  I was called here nine years ago to 

build bridges and unite a divided congregation.  Iôve worked hard to do that 

by focusing on the essentials of our shared faith, centering our congrega-

tional mission efforts where there is common ground, and encouraging 

people to live out their faith according to their particular passions and 
callings in the freedom of the gospel.  While this approach is not without 

criticism, I believe it is faithful to St. Paulôs own vision for the church 

articulated in Ephesians 4 (cited above), where he encourages the believers 

in Ephesus to unite around the things that matter most: their one hope, one 

Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of them all.  
 

It is November, and we are headed into an election year.  There is a 

growing temptation in our culture, especially in election years, to make our 

political tribe the most important marker of our identity.  I hope you will 

resist this temptation ï especially at church.  The range of Christian concerns 

and proposed solutions do not fit neatly into one party or ideology.  It is 

fitting, then, that our congregation has both conservatives and liberals in it.  I 

am glad our congregation includes our stateôs newest senator, recently 

appointed by the Washington state Republican party (congrats, Ron!), and 

that we also have people who are actively involved in the Democratic party.  

It especially warms my heart to see people the world so often tries to pit 

against each other kneeling side by side at the communion rail, under-

standing that they are equally in need of the forgiveness Christ gives through 

the bread and wine.  Our political climate encourages the worst kinds of 

hubris and self-righteousness.  Kneeling together in our shared need of grace 

helps keep this in check, and it is this shared need for grace that is the true 

basis for all Christian community.  
 

Our unity as Christians is found in our common faith.  As important 

as it is to be engaged in the political issues of our day, we have one common 

hope ï and it is not in ourselves, our works, or our efforts. Our hope is in 

Christ alone.  We have one Lord, and he is not on any ballot.  We have one 

common baptism, through which we have been born into a new family and 

given an identity far above and beyond any other.  We have one God and 

Father of us all, and so we are brothers and sisters before 

we are red or blue. 
 

Every worship service at Oak Harbor Lutheran 

Church is a celebration of our common faith.  We gather 

to hear the Good News we all so desperately need to 

hear, the Good News of Christ Jesus that is ultimately 

the only true hope for the world.  We rejoice in this 

Good News together, enjoying fellowship and friend-

ship.  And then we go back to our callings and our com-

munities to serve God in our own ways in the freedom of the gospel.  For 

some OHLC members, that means serving on the board at the Pregnancy 

Care Clinic.  For others it means serving on the board at SPIN Café.  For 

some it means advocating for immigrants and refugees.  For others it means 

working to strengthen marriages.  This diversity is good.  It is healthy.  And 

it becomes possible only when we realize that we are bound together by 

something far greater than our individual concerns and passions.  It becomes 

possible only when we are intentional about uniting around the things that 

matter most. 

 Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer    

L 
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YOUTH & FAMILY NIGHT AT OHLC! 
Sunday, November 3, 6:00-7:30 PM 

 

JOIN US FOR AN EPIC 

ALL SAINTS PARTY! 
W i th . . . . .  

Saintly Snacks: 
Chocolate coins for St. Matthew, the Tax Collector 

Goldfish Crackers for Sts. James, John, Peter, and Andrew, Fishermen 

Grape Soda for St. Lydia, Dealer of Purple Cloth 

Life Savers for St. Mary Magdalene, Witness to the Resurrection 

Animal crackers for St. Francis, Lover of Animals 

Candy Pumpkins for St. Isadore, Farmer 

Pretzels for Sts. Martin and Katie, German Reformers 

 

Saintly Games & Crafts 
Hurl the Halo (Ring Toss) 

Saint Paper Puppets 

Saint Bingo 
 

Saintly Family Worship 
Pastor Spencer will lead songs  

and give a brief message  

on what it really means  

to be a saint! 
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FOR ALL AGES! 

Adult Bible Study at OHLC 
 

Romans: ñThe Purest 

Gospelò 
 

ñThis epistle is really the chief part of the New 

Testament and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that every 

Christian should know it word for word, by heart, but also that we 

should occupy ourselves with it every day, as the daily bread of the 

soul.ò 

Martin Luther, Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans 
 

In November we will wrap up our study of St. Paulôs letter to the 

Romans.  This study is offered both on Sunday mornings from 9:15-

10:15 and Tuesday nights from 7:00 to 8:00.  It isnôt too late to join us!  

Hereôs a schedule for November so you can read ahead: 
 

Sunday, Nov.   3/Tuesday, Nov.   5:  Romans 10&11 

Sunday, Nov. 10/Tuesday, Nov. 12:  Romans 12 

Sunday, Nov. 17/Tuesday, Nov. 19:  Romans 13&14 

Sunday, Nov. 24/Tuesday, Nov. 26:  Romans 15&16 

 

 

 

 

NOV. 17: Holy Communion class for kids 
 

 On Sunday, November 17 from noon to 1:30, Pastor Spencer 

will be offering his ñJourney to Jesusô Tableò class.  This class is 

intended for children in the elementary grades who would like to begin 

receiving Holy Communion, as well as continuing education for children 

who are already receiving.  Those who are not yet receiving will be 

invited to receive their first communion the following Sunday (Nov. 24, 

Christ the King Sunday) or on a Sunday of their choosing.  

Lunch will be served.  Please 

RSVP and note any allergies through 

the Connection Card in your bulletin, 

or by e-mailing Pastor Spencer at 

pastor@oakharborlutheran.org. 

  

mailto:pastor@oakharborlutheran.org
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Congregation News 
23 years of membership,  

      now transferred  

to Christôs Church Triumphant 
 

 

 

ate September through mid-October 

2019 proved to be a difficult few weeks 

for our church family, as we mourned 

the loss of Marge Link  on Sept. 28, Fay 

Hanson on Oct. 13, and Rose Ann 

Herrigstad on Oct. 14.  Together, these longtime members added up to 

123 years of connection to Oak Harbor Lutheran Church.  Marge and 

Fay had been faithful servants in Blanket Workshop over the years; Fay 

had been a member of Morning Glory Choir and the 2
nd

 Wednesday 

Book Group.  Rose Ann Herrigstad was an early member of the Chancel 

Choir (at that point known as the Senior Choir).  All were regular 

worshipers and participants in Bible study. 
 

Fayôs memorial service was held on October 26 at 2:00 PM. 

Rose Annôs memorial service will be held at 11 AM  on November 9. 

Margeôs memorial service will be held at 11 AM on November 16. 
 

 

 Our hearts also go out to Gail Dobbyn and her husband, Zayan 

Kanjo, following the death of Gailôs mother, Jean Dobbyn, in October. 
 

 

Peace be to their memories;  

peace to those mourning their loss. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jeff and Amy Spencer 

and 

Boy Scout Troop 4059 

cordially invite you attend the 
 

Eagle Court of Honor 

for 

Luke Spencer 
 

Sunday, November 10, 2019 
2:00 PM 

Oak Harbor Lutheran Church 
 

Reception following ceremony 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

L 

       Marge Link             Fay Hanson       Rose Ann Herrigstad 
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More congregation news... 
 

 
 

 

OHLC welcomes new members! 
 

On October 27 we welcomed seven new members to 

OHLC:  
 

Drew & Erin Norman  and their kids Kerrick, Connor, 

and Emma have returned to Oak Harbor after a lengthy deployment 

took the whole family to Bahrain.  They are not only worshipping 

with us again, but decided to make their membership with us 

official!    
 

Curt and Kathleen Davis are the son and daughter-in-law 

of Carol Reafs.  They live in Coupeville and are often found at our 

Sunday evening worship services at St. Maryôs, but they have been 

worshipping frequently at OHLC as well and have decided to 

become members.   
 

Welcome to OHLC, friends! 

 

 
 

 

Please make this change in your directory 
 

 Pastor Spencerôs phone number was listed incorrectly in the 

back section of the first edition of the new church photo directory.  

The number should be listed as 360-320-4041.  (It is listed correctly 

in the staff directory in the front.)  It has been corrected in the 

newest edition of the directory, but to save paper please simply 

write the correct number in the copy you already have.  We 

apologize for any confusion this has caused. 

 

  

Coming in January: OHLC at Silvertips hockey game! 
 

 We are planning an OHLC 

 outing to Angel of the Winds 

arena in Everett on Sunday, 

January 12, to watch the Silvertips 

play hockey!  The puck drops at 

4:05 PM.  More details are still 

forthcoming.  In the meantime, 

save the date! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Camp Lutherwood Notes 
 Lutherwoodôs annual fundraiser auction is Saturday, Nov. 

16, at Our Saviorôs Lutheran Church, 215 Mukilteo Blvd, Everett.  

Tickets are $40 per person or $250 a table.  To register or for more 

information, visit www.camplutherwood.org/retreats/.   Mike Dilley is 

one of OHLCôs Lutherwood representatives as well as being a board 

member; contact him for more details!     

http://www.camplutherwood.org/retreats/


 6 

Thanksgiving Eve service is discontinued 
 

fter years of declining attendance, Pastor Jeff Spencer, Pastor Jon 

Draskovic (Whidbey Presbyterian), and Pastor David Parker (First 

United Methodist) decided together to discontinue the Thanksgiving Eve 

service.  Our congregations will look for other ways to work together and 

celebrate our full communion relationships.  
 

In related news, Pastor Jon Draskovic has accepted a new call in 

Ogden, Utah.  We give thanks for his time in Oak Harbor and wish him 

well in his new congregation and community. 
 

 

 

 

 

Fair Trade Winds at OHLC on December 1! 
 

Fair Trade Winds will be coming 

to OHLC on Sunday, December 1, 

offering goods from artisans from 

developing nations.  Visit their display in 

Herrigstad Hall between or after services 

to peruse a wide variety of gifts.  Your 

purchases directly support farmers and 

craftspeople in impoverished lands.  In 

addition, a portion of the proceeds will be 

sent to Lutheran World Relief.   
 

   A n d . . . . .   
 

Advent Calendars, with chocolate! 
 

During November and by popular demand, Fair Trade 

Chocolate Advent Calendars will be available from Martha in the 

church office.  The cost is $8 apiece, and checks need to be payable to 

Fair Trade Winds.  Each window of the Advent calendar reveals a 

portion of the Christmas story and yields a scrumptious, melt-in-your-

mouth milk chocolate heart.  5% of sales 

from this Advent calendar will go towards 

empowerment initiatives for the women 

cocoa farmers of Kuapa Kokoo [which 

means Good Cocoa Farmer in the Twi 

language] in Ghana. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming in December, Advent adult Bible study: 
 

Hope, Peace, 
Joy, Love 

The season of Advent brings with it a variety of rich scriptures, 

timeless church traditions, and celebrations for all agesô participation in 

the worship space.  Advent is the season to lavishly decorate the 

sanctuary in colors of sky blues and white and gold in anticipation of the 

coming nativity of the baby Jesus. 
 

The four Sundays of Advent are marked with a weekly theme, 

taking us on a journey towards the manger, where weôll arrive on 

Christmas Eve.  The four progressive themes of hope, peace, joy and 

love remind us that Christôs birth is the fulfillment of the long-expected 

Savior, promised of old. 
 

Please come to this series of Advent presentations in the library 

during the 9:15 AM Sunday School hour on December 1, 8, 15 & 22.  

Part of each program will include some brilliant videos by the presenters 

of The Bible Project, the same video group we watched last year in our 

study of the Old Testament. 

     Pastor Marc Stroud    

  

A 
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/ƭŀǊƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǿƭ 

His Kids Preschool 
A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church 

 

ctober was full of beautiful autumn colors and 

 nocturnal animals!  We focused on the letters 

O, B and X.  We made owls from paper plates 

 and cupcake liners for the letter O, and easel-painted  

orange ovals as well as circles in preparation to create  

jack-o-lanterns.  We painted brown bats for the letter B and learned that 

bats on our island are very helpful by eating lots of bugs.  We also 

created big black spiders from our hand prints cut from black construc-

tion paper, and they are spinning their webs in our classroom while 

hanging from the ceiling. 
 

As the month moved on, we talked about the importance of our 

bones as we spoke about the letter X for ñx-raysò.  We recently acquired 

a light table, and the children are able to view x-rays to see how neat it is 

for our bones to support our bodies. 
 

As we prepared for our annual open house, we talked about our 

families and ourselves as we created a book, All About Me, for this 

exciting night.  We learned that God has created each of us to be 

different and wonderful in our own way. 
 

Fall is the time for harvesting, and we helped ñharvestò some of 

the pumpkins at Case Farms at our field trip.  We were able to see their 

animals as well as some of the great produce they have available at their 

thriving family farm. 
 

Ms. Debbie, our science lady, came by and we talked about 

engineering, and then tried building houses out of straw, sticks or bricks. 

(Doesnôt that sound like it would make a good story?) 
 

During another visit with Ms. Debbie, she brought a pumpkin to 

class, completed a chemistry experiment and we watched the pumpkin  

   erupt!  Then she took us outside for a spider walk.  What fun  

                          that was! 
 

                                 We wrapped up October with a review of  

                                    all the colors, shapes and letters that we  

have covered so far this year, and ended the month with our PJ party.  

We wore our PJôs to school, played games, and had snacks with some 

great stories.  What a great way to end a busy month ï going to work and 

to school in our PJs! 

 

Hereôs how our students finished the 

sentence, ñMy favorite color is...ò 
 

Morning class 

Ellie:  Blue and pink and purple  Eden: Brown 

Emily Kate:  Pink and purple  Amara:  Yellow 

Ainhara:  Green and blue  Clayton: Blue 

Owen: Blue and pink   Wes: Blue 

Amy:  Pink and purple   Levi:  Red and blue 

Abbey: Gold    Adalyn:  Purple and pink 

Stella: Pink and purple   Lily:  Pink 

Ethan: Rainbow   Liam:  Black and brown 
 

Afternoon class    Mathilda:  Pink 

Juliet:  Purple    Henry:  Purple 

Kara:  Pink    Taysom: Yellow 

Hanna: Purple and orange  Aubrey:  Pink 

Paisley: Blue    Julia:  Pink and purple 

Jasper: Green    Logan: Orange and green 

Elijah:  Yellow golden   Jaden: Black 

Jayce: Blue and green and red, yellow, and orange 

 

Godôs Peace, 

Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle and Ms. Sara 

 

 

 

 

In Appreciation 
lva McArthur , His Kids Preschoolôs lead 

teacher, and her family send their thanks to those 

who scheduled and provided meals following her 

surgery in October.  Sheôs back in class and her healing is going well. 

 Continued prayers on her behalf are very much appreciated ï she 

has follow-up appointments in November and a plan will be developed 

for further treatment.    

O 

E 
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BookMarks 
 

Coupeville Book Group... 
 

...meets Tuesday, Nov. 12, at 7:00 PM in the meeting room of the 

Coupeville Library.  Everyone is welcome!  Trudy Decker will provide 

dessert; please bring your own beverage.  Jean Congdon will lead 

discussion of Burial Rites, by Hannah Kent: 
 

Charged with the brutal murder of 2 men and awaiting execution, 
!ƎƴŜǎ aŀƎƴǳǎŘƻǘǘƛǊ ǿŀǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ŦŀǊǘƘŜǎǘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜǎΣ 
to an isolated farm in northern Iceland.  Horrified at the prospect of 
housing a convicted murderer, the farm family avoids her.  Only Toti, a 
priest she chose to be her spiritual guardian, seeks to understand her.  
!ǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ Ǉŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ !ƎƴŜǎΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƭƻƻƳǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǎŜƴǎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŀƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘΦ  ²ƛƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ōŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ 
to save Agnes? 

Hannah Kent makes exhilaratingly real the saga of a doomed young 
woman who in the early 19

th
 century became the last person to be 

publicly beheaded in Iceland.  Rich with lyricism and startling in its 
revelations, it evokes a dramatic existence in a distant time and place 
as it poses a heartbreaking question: How can one woman hope to 
endure when her life depends on the stories told by others?    314 pgs. 

Available a book form, E-book and audiobook CD 
 

 

Second Wednesday Book Group... 
 

...meets Nov. 13 at 1:00 PM in the library at church for a discussion of 

Christmas Jars Reunion, by Jason F. Wright: 
 

LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ н ȅŜŀǊǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ IƻǇŜ WŜƴǎŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǊŜǳƴƛǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ōƛƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ 
ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƻƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ ŀǘ /ƘǳŎƪΩǎ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ΨƴΩ .ƛǎŎǳƛǘǎ ŘƛƴŜǊΦ  IƻǇŜ 
has never felt so complete.  {ƘŜΩǎ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ Ŧǳƭƭ-ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ 
magazine, and with the help of her mother, Marianne, she is leading 
ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ WŀǊǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ /ƘǳŎƪΩǎ ǉǳƛǊƪȅ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΦ  {ƘŜΩǎ ƛƴ ŀ 
comfortable, long-distance relationship.  Then two men unexpectedly 
enter her life during the holidays and everything changes.        200 pgs. 

Also available as E-book 

 

Questions?  Coupeville Book Group: contact Gaye Rodriguey, 

gaye@tobysuds.com, 360-678-3561.  2
nd

 Wednesday group, contact 

Leona McKee, bcmac68@earthlink.net, 360-675-5712. 

OHLC Women 
Opportunities for fellowship, study & service 

 

 

Blanket Workshop 
 

 Blanket Workshop meets at 9 AM on 

Tuesday & Wednesday, November 5 & 6, to make 

tied quilts for Lutheran World Relief.  New 

volunteers are always welcome!   

 If youôd prefer to sew at home, we welcome donations of all-

cotton quilt tops, 60x80ò ï please, no religious, patriotic, or military 

symbols. 

For more information, contact Leona McKee, 360-675-5712, 

bcmac68@earthlink.net. 

 

 

 

 

 

Circle meetings in November 
 

11/4, 18 Lydia Circle  meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room. 
 

11/7, 14, 21 Deborah Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library. 
 

11/19  Rebecca Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library. 
 

Deborah Circle notes:  Weôre continuing study in Breaking the Code, 

Understanding the Book of Revelation, by Bruce M. Metzger.  All are 

welcome to attend!  If you have any questions, contact Gaye Rodriguey, 

gaye@tobysuds.com. 
 

11/  7 ï Chapter 5, pgs. 59-68, Johnôs Vision of God and the Lamb; 

Revelation 4:1 ï 5:14 

11/14 ï Chapter 6, pgs. 69-78, Opening the Seven Seals of Godôs Scroll; 

Revelation 6:1 ï 8:5 

11/21 ï Celebration of November birthdays 

11/28 ï No meeting ï Happy Thanksgiving! 

 

       

mailto:gaye@tobysuds.com
mailto:bcmac68@earthlink.net
mailto:bcmac68@earthlink.net
mailto:gaye@tobysuds.com
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Compassion Ministry 
 

November is Josephine month 
 

ur ministry focus for the month is 

the intergenerational support and care 

system of Josephine Caring Community in Stanwood.   
 

 With deep Lutheran roots in Stanwoodôs Norwegian immigrant 

community, ñJosephine Old Peopleôs Homeò was dedicated Sept. 1908 

on land donated by John Hals, a local shingle mill owner, in memory of 

his wife Josephine, who had died in childbirth three years earlier.  At the 

dedication, Mr. Hals addressed the gathering of over 1,000 people, 

charging them to ñCare for others as God has provided for us.ò [see the 

History section of the Josephine website for more info!] 
 

 Over the years since then, Josephine Caring Community has 

expanded to provide childrenôs day care, preschool, ECEAP, Montessori,  

kindergarten, and before and after school programs, assisted living and 

long-term care, rehab opportunities including physical therapy, occupa-

tional therapy, and speech and swallowing therapy, and in-home care  
 

As a Social Ministry Organization of the ELCA, Josephine is 

required to have partner churches as corporate members, and currently 

partners with 19 area Lutheran congregations.  Oak Harbor Lutheran 

Churchôs delegates to Josephine are Mary Brock and Peg Fosnaugh.  

 

 

Dear Partner Churches, 
 

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Your partnership in ministry is a rich gift as we continue a 

caregiving community for all generations.  Thank you. 
 

As the seasons turn and we head towards the liturgical season of 

Advent, our thoughts are turning towards Christmas preparations.  

Planning has begun for the Christmas Giving Tree. 
 

Like the rest of us, folks at Josephine delight in knowing they are 

remembered.  For the past few years, this community has offered gifts to 

each of our nursing home, rehab, and assisted living residents.  With you, 

we approach the task of acquiring and delivering over 200 personal gifts, 

thoughtfully wrapped in love, prayer, and connection.   
 

It takes some time to do this well.  A volunteer coordinator from 

your church will work with you to decide if and how many gifts your 

congregation would like to contribute.  Our activities staff provide you 

with 2-3 ideas for gifts (under $20) that the residents youôve óchosenô 

would be glad to receive.  You decide what to give, then acquire the 

presents; we then distribute them to the residents at Christmas with your 

well-wishes. 
 

My request of you at this time is to pray about your participation. 

As Paul reminds us in Acts, Jesus said ñIt is more blessed to give than to 

receive.ò  May you find blessing in your generosity of prayer and 

presence and presents with Josephine! 
 

Peace, 

Helen McPeak, Interim Spiritual Care Director,  

Josephine Caring Community 
 

NOTE:  Gifts for residents of Josephine Caring Community will be 

included on OHLCôs annual Sharing Tree.  See the related note on pg. 

20. 

 

 

 

OHLC Russian partner St. Katharina Church 

celebrates 250
th

 anniversary in 2021 
 

An invitation has been extended to attend the 250
th
 Anniversary 

of OHLC Russia partner church, St. Katharina Lutheran Church in 

Kazan, Russia, during August 2021.  The congregation is planning a 

grand event dedicated to the 250
th
 anniversary of the construction of the 

church.  Interest in attending has already been expressed by the ELCA 

NW WA Synod Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee, and OHLC members.   

One of the requirements to travel to Russia is a Russian visa.   I 

have traveled to Russia three times and Iôve 

worked with Alexander Vilkevich at East 

West Tours in Bothell.  Alex suggested 

starting to organize for the trip in Feb. 2021, 

and to start getting a Russian visa three 

months prior.  It is too early to estimate air 

fare.  For Russia visa information go to 

https://www.east-west-tours.com/  and click 

on the link for visa information, or telephone 

Alex at toll-free: (800)776-3341.  Be 

thinking about possible side trips to Moscow 

and St. Petersburg. 
 

Ken Grigsby     

O 

https://www.east-west-tours.com/
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Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for 

November. 

 

The deadline for articles for the December newsletter is Tuesday, 

Nov. 19. 
 

Updates on..... 
 

Watoto: 
A big THANK YOU for all your support and encouragement and 

for helping to make our Watoto Childcare Ministries benefit 

Octoberfest a success.  We raised about $7,000. 
 

OHLCôs annual Coat Drive: 
We will continue our annual warm coat and other warm clothing 

drive through November.  All sizes are appreciated ï menôs, 

womenôs, childrenôs.  Please place clean, new or gently used 

coats, and other warm items in the designated bin in the narthex.  New 

socks in all sizes are also very much appreciated.  Thank you for sharing. 
 

Sharing Tree: 
OHLCôs Sharing Tree will be in place in the narthex on Sunday, 

December 1.  As you read on the previous page, weôll 

incorporate items for some of the residents of Josephine Caring 

Community in Stanwood.  If you or someone you know is in need of 

items that could be requested on the Sharing Tree, please contact Pastor 

Spencer or Pastor Stroud. 

More information will be available on December 1! 
 

Skip & Judy Lycksell 
 

SPIN Café: serving days updated!  
SPIN will be closed on Thanksgiving Day, which would have 

been one of our regular, last-Thursday serving days.  Food is 

available elsewhere that day, thanks to the Community 

Thanksgiving dinner. 

Weôre also adjusting our monthly volunteer schedule to serve on 

the 3
rd

 Thursday of the month rather than the 2
nd

.  Please note Novem-

berôs days will be Thursday, the 21
st
 & Wednesday, the 27

th
. 

 

   Carol Wall & Val Friedell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Always thankful 
artin Rinkart, a German Lutheran minister, wrote the hymn 

ñNow Thank We All Our Godò in 1636.  At the time, the 

Thirty Yearsô War was ravaging central Europe, claiming 

millions of lives.  Rinkart served as pastor in Eilenburg, a walled town 

that became a crowded refuge for starving fugitives.  Although Rinkart 

was struggling to provide for his own family, he opened his own home to 

people in need. 
 

After the plague entered Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted up to 50 

funerals a day ð including services for his wife and the only other two 

pastors in town.  Amid the despair, he wrote many hymns, including 

ñNow Thank We All Our God.ò  Originally intended as a table prayer, 

itôs now sung at Thanksgiving to remember Godôs ñcountless gifts of 

loveò ð even during hardships. 
The Newsletter Newsletter, November 2016    
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