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Pastor’s Page

declare both law and gospel, and as Christ’s gifts are
handed over “for you” in bread and wine. The
proclaimed Word is not just talk about God, it is
speech on behalf of God, announcing what God has
done in Christ. At the center of this proclamation is
Good News. I was taught to prepare every sermon
assuming there will be someone in worship that
morning who is desperate for hope. (After nearly 20
years of ordained ministry, I have found that to be a
pretty safe assumption.) That hope is found in
Christ, whose saving work captures hearts and
renews lives. That hope is handed over through the Word.

The Bird is a Word

“I simply taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I
did nothing. And while I slept or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends
Philip and Amsdorf…the Word did everything…I let the Word do its
work. What do you suppose is Satan’s thought when one tries to do the
thing by kicking up a row? He sits back in hell and thinks: Oh, what a
fine game the poor fools are up to now! But when we spread the Word
alone and let it alone do the work, that distresses him. For it is almighty,
and takes captive the hearts, and when the hearts are captured the work
will fall of itself.”
Martin Luther, Sermon, March 10, 1522
“A-well-a don't you know about the bird? Well, everybody
knows that the bird is a word!”
The Trashmen, Surfin’ Bird

The word is also a person! It is Jesus, the Word who became
flesh (John 1:14). Jesus literally embodied God’s Word, revealing God’s
heart for us. Through scripture and gospel proclamation, the Christ who
became flesh in Jesus is present and at work among us now, stirring our
hearts to trust in his promises and follow him in faith.

O

ctober tends to be a month of celebration for many Lutheran
Christians. Not only will you find many Lutherans at Oktoberfest festivals, following Martin Luther in enjoying a beer with
friends (see above), but the month culminates with our annual celebration of Reformation Sunday on the last Sunday of the month. While I am
certainly a fan of Martin Luther and gladly celebrate our Lutheran heritage, at the heart of what we’re about as Lutheran Christians is the Word.

The Word is the favorite tool of the Holy Spirit. When the
Spirit came upon the disciples at Pentecost, it gave them the ability to
speak of God’s deeds of power (Acts 2:2). Jesus promised he would send
his Spirit to remind us of all he has said to us (John 14:26). Luther
taught that the Holy Spirit calls us through the gospel (Small Catechism).
The Holy Spirit is often portrayed in art and iconography as a bird, so the
60s rock band The Trashmen were more right than they knew: the bird is
a Word!

What is this Word? The Word is the Bible, which is the
written Word of God. We believe scripture needs to be at the center in
the life of the church and in the lives of individual Christians. I am so
grateful for our vibrant and growing Bible study groups. As we began
our new adult study of the book of Romans, we had 15 present on
Sunday morning and 21 present on Tuesday night! That’s remarkable! I
am so proud of Gaye Rodriguey for her bravery in tackling the book of
Revelation with Deborah Circle this year. Blessings on your study,
ladies! Watch out for the dragon in chapter 12! One of my favorite parts
of our Reformation Sunday services is when parents come forward with
their 3rd graders to present them with their Bibles, in keeping with the
promise they made at their child’s baptism. What a touching moment,
and what an apt reminder of the centrality of the written Word of God.

As we seek to continue the work of the Reformation, which is
nothing more than the work of the church as a whole in making Christ
known, there are many techniques and technologies people are turning to
in the modern age. Many of these are indeed helpful. But there will be
no reformation or renewal of the church without the Word. As we teach,
hear, speak, share, learn, and celebrate the Word, it does all the work.
Let the Word do its work on you. Come to Bible study in
October. Come to worship. And wear red, the color of the Holy Spirit,
on Reformation Sunday as we celebrate the Word that sets us free.

This word is also a proclaimed Word. It is an auditory
phenomenon as the announcement of forgiveness is made, as sermons

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Growing & Learning

Adult Bible Study at OHLC

Romans: “The Purest Gospel”
“This epistle is really the chief part of the New Testament

YOUTH & FAMILY NIGHT
at THE FARM STAND!

and is truly the purest gospel. It is worthy not only that
every Christian should know it word for word, by heart,
but also that we should occupy ourselves with it every
day, as the daily bread of the soul.”
- Martin Luther,
Preface to the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans

| | | Sunday, October 6 | | | 4:00 PM | | |

In October we continue our in-depth study of St.
Paul’s letter to the Romans. This study is offered both on Sunday
mornings from 9:15-10:15 and Tuesdays from 7:00 to 8:00 PM. It isn’t
too late to join us! Here’s a schedule for October so you can read ahead:
Sunday, Sept. 29/Tuesday, Oct. 1:
Sunday, Oct. 6/Tuesday, Oct. 8:
Sunday, Oct. 13/Tuesday, Oct. 15:
Sunday, Oct. 20/Tuesday, Oct. 22:
Sunday, Oct. 27/Tuesday, Oct. 29:

Members and friends of all ages are invited to join us on an
outing to The Farm Stand (K&R Farms) on Highway 20 at Dugualla
Bay! For a special group rate of $10 per person you get entry into the
corn maze, a small pumpkin, and an ice cream cone. We will meet at
The Farm Stand at 4 PM. Don’t miss this fall classic of family fun!

Romans 5
Romans 6
Romans 7
Romans 8
Romans 9

Sunday School classes service project, October 6
Our children’s Sunday
School classes (preschool through
youth) will meet in the fellowship
hall at 9:15 AM on Sunday,
October 6 to assemble school kits
for Lutheran World Relief. If you have one, remember to wear your
yellow God’s work. Our hands. t-shirt!

October 13: Bible Basics for 3rd Graders

Thank you to the congregation for the generous donations of
pencils, pens, spiral notebooks and the other elements that make up LWR
school kits, and to the women of Deborah Circle who removed all the
packaging in preparation for the assembly project.

All third graders are encouraged to
come learn how (and why!) to read the Bible.
Fourth graders who are new to OHLC are also
welcome. We will meet in the library from
12:30 to 2:00 PM. At least one parent or
guardian is expected to attend with their child.
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to Pastor
Spencer at pastor@oakharborlutheran.org .
All attendees will be presented with
their own Bible at a special ceremony on
Reformation Sunday (Oct. 27).

According to the LWR website (https://lwr.org/schoolkits),
Education is one of the strongest tools a community has for breaking the
cycle of poverty. Ensuring that girls attend school, especially in places
where their access is deprioritized, has even stronger results. School Kits
contain essential supplies to help children – and in some cases, adults –
continue learning in the face of serious obstacles. That learning leads to a
better life for them, their families and their communities.
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Congregation News

Oct. 27: Reformation Sunday dessert party!
Get your red on as we celebrate Reformation
Sunday at OHLC! Not only are you encouraged to wear
red, you are also invited to bring your favorite dessert with
red in it to share at fellowship time. What will it be? Red Velvet Cake?
Cherry pie? Rhubarb crisp? Raspberry sherbet? A life-size bust of
Martin Luther made out of red jello?
Red is the color for Reformation because it is the color of the
Holy Spirit, and we believe the Spirit was at work through the work of
the reformers to bring the gospel back to the center of the church’s life
and proclamation. Join us for a red, Spirit-filled Sunday of worship and
fellowship on October 27!

Celebrating Allan’s 90th!

A

llan Swan turns 90 years old on October 29. You’re invited to join
the celebration on Sunday, October 27, 4:00-5:30 PM at the activity
room, Regency on Whidbey, 1040 SW Kimball Drive, Oak Harbor, for
hearty hors d’oeuvres and fellowship.

Check your bookshelves

W

e occasionally receive requests for copies of OHLC cookbooks.
There have been several versions over the years, with the most
recent publication being our 75th anniversary cookbook in 2013.
Unfortunately, OHLC hasn’t had a supply available for quite some time.
If you’re downsizing your library or you have a spare copy of
Faith, Food & Fellowship for 75 Years (2013), From Heart to Hearth
(1995), or the earlier one whose title Martha in the office has forgotten,
please drop it by the church office. Signs of use are welcome – the best
recipes are often found on the most spattered pages!

Back by popular demand – for a limited time!
OHLC T-shirts and hoodies are available for
order from Ashley’s Design through October 31. Youth
and adult sizes are both available, as well as long-sleeve
and women’s cut options. We are once again selling
these at cost to create greater visibility for our congregation in our community. Order yours and wear it around town!
All orders will be taken online. Simply visit
https://www.ashleysdesign.com/ohlc/shop/home to place your order.
The store closes on Oct. 31, and our order will arrive approximately 2
weeks later. If you need help ordering online, the OHLC office staff can
assist. Just give us a call!

In sympathy

O

ur hearts go out to those who have recently suffered the loss of
loved ones, including Heidi Saunders and family, following the
death of her brother, Keith Baumann.

Give to OHLC with your smartphone!

A wish for fair winds and following seas

We have partnered with Tithe.ly to create online
giving options for OHLC. You can now give through your
smartphone by downloading a free app. Just download
“Tithe.ly” (the one with the green logo) from Google Play or Apple.
When it is installed you will be prompted to set up an account. You can
then search for Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. Once you’re set up you
can give one-time gifts with a few taps or set up recurring automatic
gifts. (Please note: If you already have automatic withdrawal tithes set
up through Simply Giving, there is no need to change to Tithe.ly.) An
online giving link has been added to our website as well. All electronic
gifts continue to be tax-deductible and will be recorded in your giving
statements.

W

e offer our prayers for God’s continued blessing on Mark and
Anita Needler as they begin a new adventure with their upcoming
move to Tennessee. Their last official Sunday with us was Sept. 22.

New directory!

O

HLC’s new photo directory (black & white) is available in the
narthex, so be sure to stop by and pick up your copy. Since this is
an in-house publication, Rekann will be able to make changes as needed,
and to add your photo if you hadn’t already submitted one.
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Worship & Music
Mark your calendar
There will be a Worship & Music Committee meeting on
Tuesday, Oct. 8, at 1:00 PM in the church library. If you plan to attend,
please contact Verna Morgan, islandmusicworks@cablespeed.com.

Sing or ring at OHLC!
You’re invited to join one or more of our congregation’s musical
groups – newcomers are welcome!
Jubliate Ringers, handbell choir – rehearses Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 PM
Chancel Choir – rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 PM
Morning Glory – rehearses Thursdays, 4:00-5:00 PM
Praise Team – rehearses Thursdays, 5:15-6:00 PM
Youth Choir, children ages 6 and up – rehearses Sundays, 9:15-9:30 AM

An invitation from St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Beginning Wednesday, Oct. 9, St. Stephen’s will offer Contemplative Morning Prayer services on Wednesdays at 8:15 AM in their
chapel. These midweek gatherings will provide opportunity to pause
from workweek activity and busyness and reground our hearts in God.
St. Stephen’s is located at 555 SE Regatta Drive in Oak Harbor.

Mass choir recruited for Bishop Wee’s installation service
The Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee, will be installed as bishop of the
NW WA Synod on Nov. 2, 2 PM at St. Mark’s Cathedral in Seattle. (See
the invitation to the right!) A mass choir will sing 2 anthems and some
of the liturgical music for the service. Those who wish to participate in
the choir are asked to attend at least one, if not both, of the advance
rehearsals as well as the rehearsal scheduled just prior to the service.
All music will be provided.
Saturday, Oct. 19, 10 AM, Our Savior’s Lutheran, Everett
Saturday, Oct. 26, 10 AM, Phinney Ridge Lutheran, Seattle
Saturday, Nov. 1, Noon, St. Mark’s Cathedral, Seattle

Please register your intent to sing by sending an e-mail to
carol.churchill@comcast.net and include your name, congregation, and
voice part. Additional questions may be directed to
darren@edmondslutheran.org .
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BookMarks

Reformation Day, Oct. 31

T

y the end of the 17th century, many Lutheran churches celebrated a
festival commemorating Martin Luther’s posting of the Ninety-five
Theses, a summary of the abuses in the church of his time. At the
heart of the reform movement was the gospel, the good news that it is by
grace through faith that we are justified and set free.

B

he Coupeville Book Group meets at 7:00
PM in the Coupeville Library meeting room
on Tuesday, October 8. Margaret Anderson will
provide dessert and Judy Fantauzzi will lead the
discussion of The Book That Matters Most, by
Ann Hood:

Although the names most often associated with the Reformation
are male, women also played key roles in maintaining the integrity of the
church. “Most were wives and mothers,” professor Justin Holcomb
writes. “Some were also authors, apologists, ex-nuns and queens. All
were faithful servants of Jesus.” Women who made notable
contributions include:

After joining a book group, Ava rediscovers a
mysterious book from her childhood – one that
helped her through the traumas of the untimely
deaths of her sister and mother. Meanwhile,
Ava’s troubled daughter Maggie goes missing
while living in Paris. The Book That Matters
Most is an enthralling novel about love, loss, secrets, friendship, and
the healing power of literature.
Fiction, 358 pages

• Katherine von Bora, the former nun who married former-priest
Martin Luther
• Argula von Grumbach, a Bavarian noblewoman who published
letters and debated with university faculty

Also available in paperback, large print, e-book and audiobook

• Olympia Fulvia Morata, an Italian scholar who lectured on the
teachings of Luther and Calvin — and was persecuted and
imprisoned

T

he Second Wednesday Book Group meets at 1:00 PM in the
church library on October 9 for a discussion of Lilac Girls, by
Martha Hall Kelly:

• Jeanne d’Albret, queen of Navarre and a leader in France’s
Huguenot movement, who tried to peacefully resolve tensions
between Catholics and Protestants

Inspired by WWII heroines – one an actual person and another based
on real life – this novel reveals an incredible story of love, redemption
and terrible secrets that were hidden for decades. The women in this
novel were truly amazing. If you enjoyed Kristin Hannah’s The
Nightingale, this is a must-read for you
Historical fiction, 487 pages

• Marie Dentière, an aristocrat who left an Augustinian monastery to
speak in public — even on street corners! — about church reform
From Sundays & Seasons, 2019 and The Newsletter Newsletter, Oct. 2017

Also available in e-book, audiobook CD,
downloadable audiobook
Questions about OHLC’s two book groups? New participants
are always welcome! For more information about the Coupeville group,
contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com, 360-678-3561. Leona
McKee can tell you everything you need to know about the Second
Wednesday group, 360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net.
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His Kids Preschool

asked the students what they especially liked about their first month of
His Kids Preschool. We hope you enjoy their responses:

a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Morning class:
Ethan: I like everything
Abbey: I like chapel
Eden: I like playing
Amara: I like coloring
Wes: I like going to chapel
Amy: I like to make a house with blocks
Liam: I like all the things at preschool
Owen: I like playing with the acrobats
Levi: I like the wooden blocks and eating snacks
Adalyn: I like going to chapel and eating snack
Clayton: I like playing with the acrobats
Stella: I like snack time with the yummy snacks and playing with friends

W

e have been in class for a few weeks now, and the rhythms
of class routines are being learned. While walking to
chapel, the waving of little hands to Martha and Rekann in
their offices are becoming a habit, as well as trying to stay in a straight
line. Pastor Jeff and his first chapel story for the school year provided an
entertaining aspect of how we hope the year is going to progress for the
preschool program.
Speaking of hands, the students’ fingers have
been busy cutting out paper moons as Ms. Elva and
Ms. Michelle spoke about circles, and they’ve made
collages with different sized squares and rectangles.
We celebrated the beginning of autumn by tracing the
students’ forearms and hands to make trees and
decorating them with brightly-colored torn paper
‘leaves’ on the outspread finger ‘branches.’ Our
annual apple day is always an autumnal highlight –
the classes voted on which apple tasted better – green, yellow, or red?
(The morning class preferred red apples; yellow won out in the afternoon.) We then proceeded to make some fresh applesauce, which
always makes the classroom smell so good!

Afternoon class:
Clarity: I like to sing songs
Logan: I like eating snack
Jasper: I like playing with the toys
Norah: I like playing at school Julia: I like the toys and the clay
Jayce: I like playing outside
Taysom: I like playing outside
Aubrey: I like eating snacks
Jaden: I like playing with toys
Kara: I like playing
Henry: I like to play outside
Elijah: I like to play outside
Paisley: I like playing
Mathilda: I like playing with people and making friends
Hanna: I like playing with the blocks and cars and letters
God’s Peace –
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

As a staff, we have been hit with the sobering
news of Ms. Elva’s cancer diagnosis. We ask that you
please keep Elva in your hearts and in your prayers as
she starts this chapter of treatment, recovery and
healing. We have an awesome church staff to support
the preschool program, whether it’s with substitute
teaching, keeping an upbeat attitude, or providing a
gentle hand for reassurance or an ear for listening. We appreciate the
continued support and guidance from the OHLC congregation. Elva is
and has been an important part of our preschool program, and we will
help her as much as we can to support her during her treatment and
everything else she will be going through.

Included in this newsletter
are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit
for October.
The deadline for articles
for the November newsletter
is Tuesday, October 22.

Even though we’ve had this setback with our staff, we’ve had a
great start for our 2019/20 school year, and we’re looking forward to
what this year will bring for all of us! Towards the end of September we
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OHLC Women

Opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, Oct. 1 & 2,
beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied quilts for
Lutheran World Relief.

Circle meetings in October
10/3, 10, 17. 24, 31

Deborah Circle, 10 AM – noon in the library.

10/7, 14, 21, 28

Lydia Circle meets at 6 PM in the ed. wing.

10/15

Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library.

Deborah Circle notes:
10/ 3 Meet in the fellowship hall to organize LWR school kit items
and celebrate September & October birthdays.
10/10 Breaking the Code, Understanding the Book of Revelation, pgs.
9-12, “Introducing the Book of Revelation.”
10/17 Breaking the Code, pgs. 26-36, Revelation 1:1-20.
10/24 Breaking the Code, pgs. 37-48, Revelation 2:1-29.
10/31 Breaking the Code, pgs. 49-58, Revelation 3:1-22.
Lydia Circle notes:
10/ 7 & 10/21: Self-study Bible Study, meets in the prayer room.
10/14 & 10/28: Bazaar workshop, meets in the education wing. Bring a
craft of your own or work on something with the group in the Sunday
School classrooms.

2019 Convention & Gathering
Women of the ELCA Northwest Washington Synod:

Footsteps of Our Foremothers, An Immigration Story
Saturday, October 5, First Lutheran Church
10207 NE 183rd St., Bothell
Keynote Speaker is Sigi Helgeson of Lutheran Community Services NW.
Closing worship will be led by Pastor Cara Tanis.

Set up is Friday, Nov. 1, 3:00-7:00 PM in the fellowship hall!
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October’s mission focus is LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF (LWR);

Compassion Ministry

F

ounded by Lutherans in the U.S. at the end of World
War II, grounded in Lutheran theology and building
on decades of experience, Lutheran World Relief
tackles global poverty by helping people adapt to the challenges that
threaten livelihoods and well-being [LWR website].
LWR works in countries worldwide, helping with agricultural
development, climate challenges, natural disasters and conflict-driven
emergencies, and in areas of technology. Africa, Asia, the Middle East,
and Latin America are all touched by the work of LWR. Recently combining operations with IMA World Health, a faith-based public health
agency headquartered in Washington, D.C., will allow a dramaticallyincreased impact. LWR and IMA World Health have been working
together for more than 50 years.
On Sunday, Oct. 20, Jon Buuck, Associate Director of LWR,
will visit OHLC, to bring greetings to both morning services and give a
presentation after the 10:30 service. Join us in the library at noon to
meet Jon and hear updates on their vital, life-changing work! A light
lunch will be served; RSVPs via the Connection Card are appreciated.
At Oak Harbor Lutheran, your dedicated donations to LWR will
first go toward shipping expenses incurred to deliver the quilts, personal
care kits, and school kits put together by our Blanket Workshop group
and individuals from the congregation. Donations above these costs will
be sent directly to LWR for their work around the world.
Carol Wall, Compassion Team

Help wanted for roadside clean-up event
When: Saturday, Oct 12, 2019
Where: Meet at the church at 8:30 AM to carpool to our
stretch of State Highway 20, north of Oak Harbor
As always, for those with kids in high school
this is a good opportunity to get 2-3 hours of volunteer
time which can count towards graduation volunteer requirements! (Per
the state rules, the minimum age is 15 – sorry for the younger tykes that
might be interested!)
Unfortunately, I cannot guarantee the weather, but it has been
more than four months since our last event so we should give it a go, rain
or shine. Contact me with questions or to let me know you’d like to
participate. You can also sign up via a Connection Card in your Sunday
bulletin.
Jeff Margraf, 360-682-5421
OHLC Roadside Clean-up Coordinator

Companion Synod: Kazan committee announces silent auction

T

here will be a
silent auction on
Sunday, Oct. 13, to
help OHLC’s companion Russian
congregation, St. Katharina Lutheran Church in Kazan, celebrate their
250th anniversary in August 2021. The silent auction will be held in the
fellowship hall between services and after the 10:30 AM service on Sunday, Oct. 13. Items include wooden bowls made by Dale Zimmerman,
Russian items donated by Billie Tull and Anita Needler, donations from
Gerda Burk, and hand-engraved crystal by the late Latvian artist Albert
Arnits of Longview WA (I went to school with his son).

SPIN Café continues meal service... and needs your help
You’ve heard that SPIN has lost some funding, but continues to
serve meals to clients on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays.
OHLC’s continued support of serving on the 2nd Thursday, the
last Wednesday, and the last Thursday of each month is of great value.
Sign up on the “calendar” in the Compassion Team area in the narthex.
When you volunteer, it is important that you arrive at 3 PM and
work until 6. Volunteers will now be responsible to set up for the
service, including preparing drinks and other prep for the meal in addition to serving. We have done that before, and if you have any questions
just ask Val or Carol or one of our other experienced volunteers.
SPIN Café will be closing the drop-in center to adjust to budget
needs. We’re saddened they’re not able to serve the many clients who
depend on this service. We will share more as SPIN deals with this
change.
OHLC’s Compassion Team

A recent e-mail from Kazan announced this celebration and
asked for help with some of the costs. They also said they’d like to see a
delegation from OHLC for the event.
Ken Grigsby
Kazan Committee
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to live in an intentional community, and even through the struggles of the
children trying to figure out how to share their toys. In faith, we have
walked together, discovered God together, and celebrated when God
actually found us!

Watoto Team news: See you at Octoberfest!

T

his is a busy time for our Watoto Team.
In September we had a wonderful visit
and concert with the Watoto Children’s
Choir. Thank you for your support in hosting
and welcoming them. It was truly a joy to see
and hear them as they proclaim God’s love!

I hope that I have also not hid our gratitude from you, our partner
churches, for your support to this ministry and for giving us the privilege
to do this ministry on your behalf. This year, Josephine Caring
Community celebrates its 111th birthday. You have not only supported
this ministry financially and prayerfully but have supplied us with most
capable board members, your gifts in volunteer hours, and allowed us to
care for those you love. As I have said in your congregations when I
have visited you: “We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.”

Next, this month on Friday, October
11, we will be having our getting-to-be-annual
Watoto Octoberfest Dinner/Auction held at
the Oak Harbor Elks Lodge. The auction
preview will be 5:30 PM, with Watoto and African fair trade crafts
available for purchase. A Bavarian dinner is at 6:30 PM, with special
entertainment by Lori Hansen of the Pickled Herring Band, and a nohost bar. Tickets are $25 per person. 100% of proceeds go to support
health care and scholarships benefitting vulnerable children and women
in Uganda. We have been generously gifted with another beautiful quilt
that we plan to raffle off. Tickets will be available at the dinner.

As Josephine continues to try to walk towards the future in faith,
I’d like to ask you to continue to walk with them. Continue to pray for
them, guide them, and support them. This is your ministry, too – it’s my
ministry – it is our ministry together! May we keep walking faithfully
together.
As many of you have already heard, I will be taking a new call
with our Synod beginning October 1. It was not an easy decision
because I poured a lot of myself into this ministry. However, as I walk
forward in faith, I do believe that God is calling me into this new call and
to share my gifts in a different way right now. Even though I will be
“leaving” Josephine as the Director of Spiritual Care, I would also like to
think that I not really leaving (because we are still in the same synod
together). This ministry will continue to have a place in my heart even
as I continue to serve Josephine, and the congregations in this synod, in a
different capacity.

We hope you will join us for a fun evening! There will be a
presentation about our work to help the people of Uganda and you’ll be
able to hear about our upcoming trip in January 2020.
Thank you for truly caring and sharing!
OHLC’s Watoto Mission Team

This ministry has been a gift for me and my family these past
nine years. It has been a gift from you and from God. As I have told the
residents and children at Josephine, when
something has been given to you as a gift there is
only one response that is appropriate, and that is:
“Thank you!” Thank you from the bottom of my
heart and may you keep walking in the faith!

The Rev. Andrew Yee, Director of Spiritual Care
Josephine Caring Community, Stanwood

Keep walking in the faith!
Dear Ones:

Warmly, Chaplain Andy

This month, I celebrated my ninth year of service at Josephine
Caring Community. I know that I haven’t kept it a secret just how
meaningful this ministry has meant to me. I have loved seeing God
through the eyes of those facing the ends of their lives, through the
voices of those who have Alzheimer’s, with staff trying to figure out how

Pastor Yee accepted the call to serve as our Northwest Washington
Synod’s Assistant to the Bishop. Besides his tenure at Josephine, he has
served congregations in Bellevue, Bellingham, and Bainbridge Island.
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Worship assistants

Financial Report

October 6
Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan
Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Communion Asst.: Tracey Tomlin
Computer: Donna Aspery
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Healing Prayer: M. Stroud, G. Rodriguey
Acolyte: John Totten
10:30 AM Assisting Minister: Ron Ernst
Computer: Luke Spencer
Communion Asst.:
Music: Youth Choir; Chancel Choir
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Healing Prayer: M. Stroud, T. Piper
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
6:30 PM
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland
Communion Asst.: Trudy Decker
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Tom Piper
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Music: Miria Stephens
Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Chancel Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Margaret Anderson

August
$ 35,076
36,869
$ (1,793)

Income
Outgo

Year to date
$ 304,718
310,345
$ (5,627)

Worship Attendance
Date
Sept. 1

October 13
8:00 AM

August

9:30 AM
126

Date
8:00 AM
Sept. 8
58
Sept. 15
60
Sept. 22
55
Average Att.
58

Acolyte: Logan Stone
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Sam Richards
Computer: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Margaret
Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

September

Coupeville
17

10:30 AM
105
91
105
100

Nursery
0

Coupeville
21
21
14
18

Nursery
0
0
0
0

Sept. 29 will be included in next month’s statistics.
Average Sunday attendance: 168

October 20
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Moira Bartrand
Communion Asst.: Amy Bruce
Music: Chancel Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Carol Snoble

Acolyte: Lucas Stone
Computer: M. Ackerman
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Debbie
Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
October
4 Francis of Assisi, renewer of the
Church, 1226; Theodor Fliedner,
23
renewer of society, 1864
26
6 William Tyndale, translator, martyr,
1536
7 Henry Melchior Muhlenberg,
pastor in North America, 1787
28
15 Teresa of Avila, teacher, renewer
31
of the church, 1582
17 Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, martyr, c. 115

October 27 Reformation Sunday
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.: Mike Fankhauser
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Rita Cline
Communion Asst.: Ken Grigsby
Music: Chancel Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: D. Wysomierski

Acolyte: Marion Christensen
Computer: Brock
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

18 Luke, Evangelist
James of Jerusalem, martyr
Philipp Nicolai, 1608;
Johann Heermann, 1647;
Paul Gerhardt, 1676;
hymnwriters
Simon & Jude, Apostles
Reformation Day

The public is invited to a nordic culture day:
Saturday, October 5, 11 AM to 3 PM at the Nordic Hall,
63 Jacobs Rd., Coupeville. Free admission! Explore
Scandinavian culture and history through displays of
food preparation and crafts. Includes demonstrations of
Viking crafts, skills and weaponry. Lunch is available.

Little Lutheran bags in October – Amy Bruce
This month’s decorative font is Solemnis
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M.T, W:
9:00 AM -Noon;
12:45-3:45 PM
Pre-K Readiness
Th, F: 9:00 AM-Noon
6
Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:15
Sunday School
9:15
Adult study: Romans 9:15
Worship
10:30
Den meetings
3:00
Youth & Family Night
corn maze 4:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
13 Kazan silent auction
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:15
Sunday School
9:15
Adult study: Romans 9:15
Worship
10:30
Bible Basics/3rd Gr.12:30
Den meetings
3:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
20
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:15
Sunday School
9:15
Adult study: Romans 9:15
Worship
10:30
Den meetings
3:00
Confirmation
5:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
27 Reformation Sunday
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:15
Sunday School
9:15
Adult study: Romans 9:15
Worship
10:30
Den meetings
3:00
A. Swan’s 90th@Regency
4:00-5:30
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

7
World Hunger event,
Trinity/Lynnwood,
7:00-9:00 PM
12:30 Set up
for Munchy Monday
6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Lydia Circle study
7:00 North Whidbey NA
14
12:30 Set up
for Munchy Monday
6:00 Lydia Circle
Bazaar workshop
6:00Arrow of Light
7:00 North Whidbey NA
21
12:30 Set up for
Munchy Monday

TUESDAY
1
9:00 Blanket Workshop
6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 Adult study: Romans
7:00 Boy Scouts
8
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
1:00 Worship & Music

WEDNESDAY
2
9:00 Blanket Workshop
10:30 HEART
11:30 OHLC Staff
5:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Chancel Choir
9
10:30 HEART
11:30 OHLC Staff/lunch
1:00 Book Group

7:00 Adult study: Romans
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts

5:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Chancel Choir

15

16

10:00 Rebecca Circle
12:00 Whidbey Island
Genealogical Searchers

10:30 HEART
11:30 OHLC Staff

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 Adult study: Romans
7:00 Boy Scouts
22 Newsletter Deadline
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

5:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Chancel Choir
23

THURSDAY
3
10:00 Deborah Circle –
school kit item sorting
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
10 OHLC at SPIN Café

FRIDAY
4

11

10:00 Deborah Circle
1:00 Kazan Committee
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:15 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
17

5:30 Watoto Octoberfest
event, Oak Harbor
Elks Lodge

SATURDAY
5
Women of the ELCA:
NW WA Synodical
Women’s Convention,
1st Lutheran Church,
Bothell
12
8:30 Roadside clean-up,
meet at OHLC to carpool

10:00 Fellowship Hall
in use

OHHS home game
OHLC parking lot in use
18

19

10:00 Deborah Circle

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
24

10:30 HEART
11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
31 Reformation Day
OHLC at SPIN Café
10:00 Deborah Circle

OHHS home game
OHLC parking lot in use
25

26

5:00 Pack 4098 Spookerie
6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Lydia Circle study
7:00 North Whidbey NA

7:00 Adult study: Romans
7:00 Boy Scouts

5:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Chancel Choir

28

29

30 OHLC at SPIN Café

12:30 Set up for
Munchy Monday
6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Lydia Circle
Bazaar workshop
6:00 North Whidbey NA

10:30 HEART
11:30 OHLC Staff
7:00 Adult study: Romans
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board/Review

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:30 Jubilate Ringers
6:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Chancel Choir
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6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 LWR loading

