The light shines in the darkness…

John 1:5

OHLC Staff
Pastor:
Jeffrey Spencer

Home Phone
360-320-4041

Pastor of Care Ministries
Marc Stroud
360-632-4243

Volume 66, Issue 5

Preschool Director:
Sara Harbaugh

May 2019

O AK H ARBOR L UTHE RAN C HURCH

360-941-1484

Youth & Family Ministry
Beth Stephens
619-729-3031

a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
1253 NW 2nd Avenue
360-679-1561
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
office@oakharborlutheran.org
www.oakharborlutheran.org

IN THIS ISSUE:
The power of a
praying mother,
pg. 2
CONCERT: St. Petersburg
Men’s Ensemble,
pg. 4

Parish Secretary:
Rekann Brannon

360-969-0775

Newsletter Editor:
Martha Ellis

360-678-2264

Custodian:
Salvador Carvallo

360-675-3957

Church Phone

360-679-1561

Click on these links
for the May newsletter inserts:

New bishop to be elected
at Synod Assembly,
pg. 4

The ELCA’s monthly Prayer Ventures:
http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures

His Kids and animals –
from ladybugs to moose,
pg. 7

The Northwest Washington Synod’s insert, The Spirit:
https://www.lutheransnw.org/files/publications/spirit/may_2019.pdf

Ministry of the month
focuses on Kazan,
pg. 9

OHLC’s website:
www.oakharborlutheran.org

The Watoto Team
wants your stuff!
pg. 10

This issue was snail-mailed April 29, 2019
1

Maybe you’ve heard of Augustine. He was later canonized as a
saint and is recognized as a Church Father and one of the most important
Christian theologians in western Christianity. You see, Monica’s pastor
friend was Ambrose, the Archbishop of Milan. Ambrose had many
conversations with the young Augustine, conversations which eventually
led to his baptism into Christ. Ambrose continued to mentor Augustine
in the Christian faith, eventually passing him the mantle of theological
leadership in the church.

Pastor’s Page: The Power of a Praying Mother
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.
- Philippians 4:6-7
Pray without ceasing.

- 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Ambrose was an important figure in Augustine’s life, but after
his conversion Augustine gave primary credit to his mother, citing her
steadfastness in prayer and her kind, gentle witness. Augustine wrote
that when people met his mother, they “felt God’s presence in her heart,
witnessed by the fruits of her holy way of life” (Confessions, IX:21-22).

S

he had already endured a hard marriage. She knew when she
married him that he didn’t share her Christian faith, but she had
hoped for the best. Who doesn’t on their wedding day? He could be
sweet and tender, but she couldn’t help but notice his wandering eye as
the years went on. There were times she was painfully aware he was
sleeping with other women. He barely tried to hide it. Even the gentlest
inquiries about his whereabouts brought out his temper. She spent many
nights praying herself to sleep, asking God to change his heart. And
eventually, He did.

Monica died in 387AD, but I refer to her often here in the 21st
century as I counsel those who are grieving and anxious over the lack of
faith they see in their children, grandchildren, spouses, and other
relatives. What can they possibly do? You can always sic a pastor on
your wayward kid, but even more than that Monica shows us the power
of a praying mom. She bore witness to Christ in the way that she lived,
with patience, kindness, and love. She also prayed with persistence,
never giving up hope even when she fell asleep with tears on her cheeks.

But now there was their son. He was one of three children their
marriage had produced, but he gave her more trouble than the other two
combined. As a teenager it became obvious that he had inherited all his
father’s worst inclinations. He was always getting into trouble, chasing
his appetites. He stole fruit off the neighbors’ trees, eating some and
chucking the rest at fenceposts. In spite of her patient teaching on the
importance of chastity, she knew he was sleeping around. He hid it as
poorly as his father had. What pained her the most were his visits home
from college, when he would vociferously reject the Christianity she had
tried to impart to him throughout his childhood, claiming to have come
into a new and more sophisticated worldview. She was at a complete
loss as to what to do. She loved her son dearly, but he was breaking her
heart into a million pieces by his shameful behavior and his rejection of
Christ. When he moved out on his own she asked a pastor friend to
check in on him, which he did. And she prayed. Oh, how she prayed.

On Mother’s Day we will celebrate all our praying moms here at
OHLC with a special tea (see the announcement on page 4). For you
moms and grandmas who are praying through tears and pain, I hope you
will find in Monica a source of encouragement and hope. Even more, I
hope you will be strengthened by God’s promises regarding prayer, and
come to know ever more deeply the peace of God that surpasses all
understanding.
Monica’s example and God’s promises aren’t just for praying
moms, of course. They are for all of us, male or female, parent or not.
May we all, then, turn to God in prayer in the midst of difficult
relationships, unbelieving relatives, and all the trials and tribulations of
this life. May we all be steadfast in interceding for those we care about,
ultimately entrusting them to God’s mercy. And may we all find rest in
the peace God gives us.

This vignette sounds strikingly modern, doesn’t it?
I have had many, many conversations with people who have
experienced, with minor variations, everything this woman
has experienced. But what I have shared with you is the
true story of a woman from all the way back in the 4th
century. Her name was Monica. Her son’s name was
Augustine.

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
NOTE: the day set aside on the Lutheran church calendar to remember Monica,
the mother of Augustine, is May 4.
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Growing & Learning

Adult education in May
We hope you’ll be with us as we
conclude The Bible Project, our journey
through the books of the Bible! We meet in
the Library/Fireside Room on Sundays, 9:1510:15 AM, and Tuesdays from 7:00 to 8:00
PM. If you’d like to get caught up on
previous books we’ve covered you can visit
our church website or Facebook page for videos and discussion questions
from past sessions.

May 5: Youth & Family Night

FISHING EDITION!

Here’s what’s coming up in May as we wrap up The Bible
Project:
Sunday, May 5/Tuesday, May 7:
Sunday, May 12/Tuesday, May 14:
Sunday, May 19/Tuesday, May 21:
Sunday, May 26/Tuesday, May 28:

Join us for Youth & Family Night on Sunday, May 5 from 6:00
to 7:30 PM as we enjoy some fun fishing-themed games and crafts. For
a snack, we’ll have blue Jell-O cups with Swedish fish swimming inside.
In our worship time we’ll learn more about why the fish is a symbol for
Christianity.

1, 2, 3 John
MOTHER’S DAY (no class)
Jude
Revelation

May 19 is Preschool Sunday!
On Sunday, May 19, we will celebrate His Kids
Preschool, a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church,
as we welcome our preschool families to worship at the
10:30 service. The kids will sing some of the songs
they’ve learned in chapel. A special reception will be
held afterwards, hosted by our Preschool Committee.

All are welcome. Don’t miss this wonderful evening of family,
fun, faith, fellowship – and fish!

Deadline announced for scholarship applications!

Registration now open for Camp Lutherwood

OHLC’s Theresa Ferguson Memorial
Scholarships are renewable scholarships open to
the congregation’s graduating high school
seniors and others attending college. The
deadline for first time applications and renewals
is Friday, June 14. Pick up an application in the church office
or contact Shanna Lundstrom, slundstrom64@gmail.com.

We have a wonderful camp right in our own backyard, on the
shores of beautiful Lake Samish in Bellingham. Camp Lutherwood is
currently taking registrations for summer campers. You can register
online at www.camplutherwood.org. Through designated funds from
the OHLC Men’s Group (The Brotherhood of St.
Bernard) and other sources, we are able to offer a
limited number of camp scholarships. Please
contact Pastor Spencer for more information.
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On the calendar

Northwest Washington Synod Bishop Nominee Forums
Your participation in the process to call a new bishop is desired!
Attend Saturday, May 4, 10 AM – 12 noon at First Lutheran in Bothell
or Sunday, May 5, 2:00-4:00 PM at Salem Lutheran in Mt. Vernon.
Get prepared by reviewing survey results and other information data by
visiting www.lutheransnw.org/BishopElection .

May 4: New member class
Pastor Spencer will be holding a one-session workshop on
Saturday, May 4, from 9:00 AM to Noon for those who would like to
become members of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. Lunch will be
provided. New members will be received on Sunday, May 5.
Sign up for the class via the Connection Card in the worship
bulletin, or by sending an RSVP to Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org. Please note any allergies or dietary
restrictions. Child care may be available upon request.

Mother’s Day tea
You are cordially invited to a special Mother’s
Day Tea on Mother’s Day, May 12, between 9:00 and
10:30 AM. We’ll have faux mimosas, tea, coffee, miniquiches, pastries, fruit, and other goodies. A free will
offering will be collected to support our Vacation Bible School program
coming up this summer.
Let’s show the moms of OHLC a little TLC! All are welcome as
we celebrate the vocation of motherhood.

IN CONCERT, Saturday, May 4:
St. Petersburg, Russia, Men’s Ensemble returns to OHLC

O

ak Harbor Lutheran Church
will host a special concert
of the St. Petersburg Men’s
Ensemble on Saturday, May 4, at
7:00 PM. The concert is free and
open to the public.

Baby Bottle Boomerang begins
Oak Harbor’s Pregnancy Care Clinic (PCC) is a ministry
providing care and support for women and men experiencing
unexpected pregnancies, providing free ultrasounds, counseling,
and material support in the form of diapers, clothing, strollers, and
more. OHLC member Morrie Parker serves on the board of the PCC.
This year, we are once again participating in their communitywide fundraiser, the Baby Bottle Boomerang. Those interested in
donating to our local PCC may pick up a PCC baby bottle in our narthex
on Mother’s Day (May 12). Take it home, fill it with change, cash,
and/or a check, and return it on (or by) Father’s Day (June 16).

The St. Petersburg Men’s
Ensemble includes the talents of
Kirill Sokololv, Sergey
Shapinsky, Vadim Smanster, and
Andrei Voloikov, who have
performed in church and concert
halls throughout the United
States since 2002. Their concerts
reflect their culture and heritage, with a balance of sacred songs by
Russian composers, including Rachmaninoff, and Russian folk songs.
The members of the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble bring extensive
training and experience to the presentation of their concert selections.
They have sung with many choirs including the State Academic Capella
and the Choir of Smolny Cathedral.

Synod Assembly meets May 17-19
The Northwest Washington Synod Assembly will be held at the
Lynnwood Convention Center May 17-19. Among the items of business
will be the election of a new bishop. Please keep our voting members –
Bobbi Miller, Bob Wall, Pastor Spencer and Pastor Stroud – and the
whole assembly in your prayers as they gather to worship, learn, and
engage in mission together as Lutherans in northwest Washington!

The concert is sponsored by the Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
Kazan, Russia Partnership Committee. A free-will offering will be
received to support their U.S. tour. For more information, contact Ken
Grigsby, island66@comcast.net.
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Looking farther ahead:

Marriage Encounter weekend deadline is May 15!
A Marriage Encounter weekend is 44 hours
where married couples can get away from jobs, kids,
chores, and phones—and focus only on each other. If
you’d like greater depth, growth, and enrichment in your
relationship, you’ll like the difference a Lutheran
Marriage Encounter weekend can make. Join millions
of couples worldwide who have learned how to keep
their marriage vibrant and alive.
The next Marriage Encounter weekend in western Washington
will be held May 31-June 2 in Renton. Registration is now open! To
register, go to www.godlovesmarriage.org .
Pastor Jeff and Amy will be presenters at the weekend, and they
would be happy to answer any questions you have. Whether you are
newlyweds or long-married, every marriage can benefit from a Lutheran
Marriage Encounter weekend! Pass the word around to your married
friends!
The deadline to register for this weekend is May 15, so be sure to
sign up soon!

Summer worship schedule begins June 2!
We will be moving to our summer
morning worship schedule on Sunday, June 2, at
which time we will have one service at 9:30 AM. Please make note of it,
and join us as we come together as one congregation over the summer!

100th birthday party for Tess, June 2
Help us celebrate Tess Lycksell’s 100th birthday on Sunday, June 2, with a BBQ and cake in the
fellowship hall about 11AM. No gifts please; do
bring your appetite! The BBQ will be catered by Orlando’s and music
is provided by Laurie Hansen of the Pickled Herring Band. We hope
we’ll see you there!

Semi-annual meeting set for June 23
Save the date! Our next semi-annual meeting will be held after
worship on Sunday, June 23. Remember, we’ll be on our summer
schedule, so worship will be at 9:30 AM, with the meeting beginning at
about 10:45. We will elect new council members, receive ministry
reports, and get an update on our budget.

In Sympathy
hearts go out to those in our church
Ourfamily
who have recently suffered the
loss of loved ones...
...to Shawn and Amy Christensen and family, following the death of
Shawn’s mother, Eleanor Christensen.

Coming this summer: Something new for VBS!
The year we are trying something new for Vacation Bible
School. We will offer an Evening Family Camp, which will run from
Wednesday, August 21, through Saturday, August 24. We will
serve dinner each night, and spend Friday night camping
at the church. The theme will be “S’More Jesus,” so
we’ll spend time at our fire pit, too!
Details including the time are still being
worked out, but save the date and plan on joining u

...to Gerda Burk and family, following the death of her husband, John
Burk Sr. A memorial service will be held in June, time to be announced.
A memorial service for Mavis Parillo will be held at 10:00 AM on
Friday, May 17. Mavis, a longtime member of our congregation, had
moved to Texas to be closer to family. She died on February 14.

 Peace be to their memory. 
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BookMarks

In the community

Second Wednesday Book Group meets
TheWednesday,
May 8, at 1:00 PM in the church

Spring concert . . .

library for a discussion of The Revised Fundamentals
of Caregiving, by Jonathan Evison:

From Sea to Skye

After losing virtually everything meaningful in his life,
Benjamin trains to be a caregiver. His first client, a fiercely
independent teen with muscular dystrophy, gives him more than
he bargained for. Without Mom’s blessing or okay, they are soon
embarking on a road trip to visit the boy’s ailing father.
Fiction, 278 pages
Also available as e-book, audiobook CD,
large print, downloadable audiobook.

Whidbey Community Chorus
Directed by Darren McCoy
and including OHLC members
Mary Kay Hallen, Tom Piper,
David Ridle & Barbara Wilson

First Reformed Church, 250 SW 3rd Avenue

Friday, May 3, 7:00 PM
Sunday, May 5, 4:00 PM

T

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, May 14, 7:00 PM at
the Coupeville Library. Jean Congdon provides the dessert and Trudy
Decker will lead discussion of the book Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi:

Admission is free; donations are gratefully accepted.

{ | | | | | | | }

Ghana, eighteenth century: two half sisters are born into
different villages, each unaware of the other. One will marry an
Englishman and lead a life of comfort in the palatial rooms of the
Cape Coast Castle. The other will be captured in a raid on her
village, imprisoned in the very same castle, and sold into slavery.
Homegoing follows the parallel lives of these sisters and their
descendants through eight generations, from the Gold Coast to
the plantations of Mississippi, from the American Civil War to Jazz
Age Harlem. Yaa Gyasi’s extraordinary novel illuminates slavery’s
troubled legacy both for those who were taken and those who
stayed, and shows how memory of captivity has been inscribed on
the soul of our nation.
Fiction, 300 pages

A free, family event . . .

Birds of North Whidbey
Sponsored by Whidbey Audubon Society

Saturday, May 11
1:00-3:00 PM in the fellowship hall
at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Available in Print, Downloadable Audio, Audio CD and e-book.

with OHLC members
Questions about OHLC’s book groups?
Coupeville: Gaye Rodriguey, 360-678-3561,
gaye@tobysuds.com.
2nd Wednesday: Leona McKee, 360-675-5712,
bcmac68@comcast.net.

Steve & Martha Ellis
 How to identify birds in your yard
 Tips for attracting birds
 Helpful information
 Family-friendly, hands-on displays
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His Kids Preschool

This month, we asked our preschoolers what their favorite song
is. After reading what they are, we bet you will catch yourself humming
some of them!

a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Morning class:
Scott: Mickey and the Roadster Racers
Ainhara: This Little Light of Mine
Amy: the Days of the Week song
Lily: This Little Light of Mine
Cole: all the circle time songs
Logan B: Jesus Loves Me
Lawson: This Little Light of Mine
Logan Z: Jesus Loves Me

A

pril showers bring May flowers! Our class continued
discussing the weather and the signs of spring are definitely
making their way into our classroom with the painted flowers
we stamped with water bottles. We talked about insects and
created bumblebees to help “pollinate” our classroom flower
creations. Our science lady, Ms. Debbie, brought ladybug larvae
and frog eggs to our classroom for observation. We’re anticipating what each stage of their maturing will bring! This month
we welcomed the Pacific Science Center’s Science on Wheels to
the classroom. Their workshop consisted of “Incredible Insects,”
and they brought us real singing cockroaches and the use of
microscopes and magnifiers to discover the difference between
insects and other animals.

Owen: The B-I-B-L-E
Levi: Jesus Loves Me
Easton: Jingle Bells
Kennedy: Let It Go
Elijah: Jesus Loves Me
Colt: Jingle Bells
Mya: The B-I-B-L-E
Zeke: Puppy Pals

Afternoon class
Alina: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
Kaitlyn: the Clean-up song
Andi: I Have a Dream, by ABBA
Hanna: Mary Had a Little Lamb
Grey: Old MacDonald Had a Farm
Sadie: Hannah Had the Hiccups
Adalyn L: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star Taylor: Let It Go
Aiden: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
William: Jingle Bells
Naomi: Angels We Have Heard on High Avery: Let It Go
Paisley: Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star
Charlee: We Wish You a Merry Christmas
Sharon: Rudolph the Red-nosed Reindeer

We have been studying the letter “E” and we had Ms. Martha,
our resident OHLC bird watcher extraordinaire, visit our classroom to
share with us about the bald eagles on our island. We then made our
own paper eagles, and their magnificent wingspans were made out of the
students’ cutout handprints. We’re also studying the letter “M”, and our
project with that letter was a moose with the students’ handprints
forming the antlers. Isn’t it wonderful what little hands can create?

Registration continues for the 2019-2020 school year of His
Kids Preschool! Our morning class is full and there’s a waiting list, but
space is still available in our afternoon and Pre-K Readiness classes.
Stop by the church office if you need more information!

Our April field trip was to the famous Sea Lab at Ft. Casey.
Keith, our Ft. Casey guide, always gives a delightful presentation of
creatures collected from our Salish Sea waters (including sea stars,
a wolf eel, and a giant Pacific octopus!). Hands-on demonstrations
to touch some of the living sea life in the cold waters are
always a hit, and we even got squirted with water by
the sea cucumbers.

God’s Peace,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

On May 19, we will be having our annual Preschool Sunday
during the 10:30 AM worship service. Please join us as we celebrate
the children that make up His Kids and honor the families and our
congregation that help support this wonderful ministry. The preschool
staff and committee will be hosting the fellowship hour after the service,
and we hope you can join us for this celebration.

\Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for
May.

\We’ll have a combined June & July newsletter again this year.

April’s Star Students were Easton, Owen, Amy and Ainhara
in the AM class, and Sadie, Andi, Adalyn H, and Hanna in the PM.

The deadline for articles will be Tuesday, May 21.
7

OHLC Women

Women of the ELCA meet for a Region 1 Gathering
Region 1 of the ELCA comprises Alaska, Washington, Oregon,
Idaho, and Montana. The 2019 regional women’s gathering is hosted by
the Oregon Synodical Women’s Organization.
OHLC’s own Gaye Rodriguey is a member-at-large of the
Northwest Washington Synod Women’s Organization Board and she’s
happy to answer any questions you might have about this event. Contact
her at gaye@tobysuds.com .

opportunities for fellowship, study & service
Blanket Workshop

B

lanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, May 7&8,
beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied quilts
for Lutheran World Relief. Our most recent quilts were displayed in
the sanctuary on April 28 before being packed for shipping on May 2.

Circle meetings in May
Women’s Circles meet for study, fellowship and occasional
service projects. Newcomers are always welcome!
5/2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Deborah Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.
5/6, 20

Lydia Circle meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room.

5/ 21

Rebecca Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.

Deborah Circle notes:
5/ 2 40-Day Journey with Joan Chittister, Day 31-35, pgs. 82-91
5/ 9 40 Day Journey with Joan Chittister, Day 36-40, pgs. 92-103
5/16 May 2019 Gather magazine, From Generation to Generation: 2way Blessings, pgs. 24-26
5/23 May 2019 Gather, pgs. 27-29
5/30 June 2017 Gather magazine, For Such a Time as This: Lessons
from Esther
Deborah Circle meets weekly, 10 AM to noon. All are welcome! If you
have questions, please contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com .

It’s a season for new growth!
It only takes a glance out the window to show that spring and
summer are times of tremendous growth. As you plan your time in
your yard, whether you’re nurturing plants in your garden,
mowing the lawn or trimming back Whidbey’s rampant
salmonberries, remember to give yourself the gift of time
for nurturing your spiritual growth as well. Why not visit one
of our Circles this month for great Bible study,
fellowship and fun?
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MAY’S MINISTRY OF THE MONTH:
St. Katharina Lutheran Church, Kazan, Russia

Compassion Ministry

I

Help load the bus for Lutheran World Relief!
LWR items heading for Seattle ingathering

OHLC celebrates our continuing Russian partnership

n 2003, OHLC partnered with Evangelical Lutheran St. Katharina
Church in Kazan, Russia. In 2005 nine members of OHLC traveled
to Kazan to meet our brothers and sisters in Christ, as the city
celebrated its 1000th anniversary.

Can you help us load the bus? Meet in the fellowship hall at
7:00 PM on Thursday, May 2!
Sincere thanks to Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle for the use of the
bus and to OHLC’s Rita Carter, bus driver, who will deliver our
boxes of quilts, personal care kits, and baby care kits along with the
shipment from Concordia Lutheran, to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church
in Seattle for the spring ingathering.

Evangelical Lutheran St. Katharina Church continues to recover
from years of nonexistence and from 83 years of secular use and misuse
of the church building itself. They work with parishioners in many ways
– services, spiritual conversations, Bible study, seminars, lectures,
children’s Sunday School, etc. Deacons help people in difficulties, an
important part of the community’s practical life. A congregation with
German roots, they presently have a German-Russian pastor.

2nd Annual Old Dogs - Young Pups Cancer Relay Team

W

Since 2003, through the generosity and support of OHLC in various fundraisers, money has been sent for building and furnace repairs,
youth, devotional books, hymnals, architect fees, work towards reconstruction of the building, audio visual equipment, moving and installation
of the organ, repair and furnishing of the kitchen, building of a new entrance, help to furnish the Pastor’s
flat, and help with a children’s room
and sound system.

hidbey Island Relay for Life 2019 starts at 5:00 PM
on Friday, May 31, and continues until 12:00 noon on
Saturday, June 1. It takes place at North Whidbey
Middle School, right off Highway 20 in Oak Harbor.
Please consider walking and/or donating to the
American Cancer Society as part of the “Old Dogs and Young Pups”
team. Let me know when you can walk (tomreflexpiper@gmail.com).
Donations can be made by check to the American Cancer
Society - be sure to write Old Dogs and Young Pups team in the
memo part of your check. NOTE: do not write checks to the church.
You can also go online to American Cancer Society at
www.relayforlife.org, type in Whidbey Island Relay for Life, then type
in Old Dogs - Young Pups, then enter your donation and send. Many
thanks in advance for all of you who are gearing up to participate again
this year with us, either by walking or donating.

“Christ is risen! He is
risen indeed!” is the greeting we
shared with fellow worshipers on
Easter Sunday. Archbishop
Dietrich Brauer sent us that same
joyful proclamation in German:
“Christus ist auferstanden! Er ist
wahrhaftig auferstanden!” along
with his wishes for all of us for “ein
helles und gesegnetes Osterfest!” –
a bright and blessed Easter.

Tom Piper

Bead for Life jewelry available in early May
Gaye Rodriguey will have Bead for Life bracelets, necklaces and
earrings available for sale on Sunday, May 5&12. This paper bead
jewelry is created by Ugandan women. Each purchase enables women to
support themselves and their children, and allows children to attend
school while mothers attend business school. Gift your mother, wife,
sister and friend on Mothers’ Day with a
beautiful piece of jewelry that’s also a gift to
our Ugandan friends.

Our Mission of the Month
fundraiser will include a raffle
during May, featuring Russian
items including plates, pictures, and
a Russian egg. There will be a
display in the fellowship hall.
Ken Grigsby
9

Josephine Caring Community, Stanwood

Stephen Ministry makes a difference
What kind of person would receive
the care of a Stephen Minister?

Dignity in cleanliness
Dear Partners:

A

Someone like Adam, who was cast out of
the garden and lost everything that gave
meaning to life. He needed someone to
remind him of God’s love and forgiveness.
Or someone like Noah, who witnessed the destruction of
nearly everything and everyone he knew. He could have used
someone to sit and wait with him, looking forward to a new
day and the rebirth of the earth.
Or someone like Abraham, who had to leave everything he
knew and loved and journey to a foreign land. He could have
used a good friend to accompany him on the journey.
Or someone like Moses, who faced great opposition from the
Israelites whom he brought out of slavery. He could have used
someone to support him and speak on his behalf.

seminary professor of mine once shared with
us his all-time, least favorite word: “just.” He hated when students
said, “I’m just a student” or “I’m just a freshman.” From his
standpoint, God made us uniquely us and with our special set of gifts, so
why do we use words that play down what God has created and given?
I’d like to offer a similar thought from a slightly different direction. I deeply believe God’s light can shine in every place, every circumstance, and through every gift. I remind our folks at Josephine about this
all the time. As you can imagine, with the folks we have facing longer
and longer lives along with the difficulties of getting older, there are
times that can be quite hard and even quite dark for them. During those
times, we are invited to hear the good news from St. John: “The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it” (John 1:5).
The point, dear friends, is that no matter how we might look at it,
God can work and shine through everything – beautifully and brilliantly!
This is the backdrop in which I would like to share a recent loss to our
Josephine community, the death of our Director of Housekeeping,
Joanne. This was a totally unexpected and sudden loss to our community
– and quite hard news to take particularly for many in our staff. Your
prayers are certainly requested.

In each case, it was God who stood by their side to support,
honor and encourage these patriarchs. That is the mission of a Stephen
Minister as well. They are called through the love of God to support,
honor, encourage and pray with people who are going through conflict
and to remind them that God is present in their lives.
If you would like to know more about how Stephen Ministry
offers care for you, please contact Gaye Rodriguey through the OHLC
office, 360-679-1561, or talk to Pastor Stroud or Pastor Spencer.

The hardest piece of the loss, though, might be the loss of the
tremendous gift that Joanne was to this community. I’m not simply
talking about her knowledge of how to clean things or even the good
tone that she set for her housekeeping staff, although she certainly did
these things very well. The thing I will miss the most is her attitude in
which she did her work. I believe that her approach to cleanliness was
with a full sense of giving dignity to those she served. Housekeeping is
not care work like nurses, aides, and chaplains, but that had no bearing
on Joanne being able to fully treat people with a sense of love and
dignity through her work. I don’t think she would ever, ever say that she
was just a housekeeper – or even just a Director of Housekeeping. She
embraced her role and let the light of God shine through it. For that, I
give thanks to Joanne for her ministry and proclamation in this place.
May God’s light find a place to shine in every place, circumstance, and
role/gift that God has given you, too.
Warmly, Pastor Andy

The annual Watoto Garage Sale, June 15:
WE WANT YOUR STUFF!
Drop off donations on Friday, June 14,
from 3:00 to 7:00 PM. Remember, no electronics,
clothing or exercise equipment. See a team member for large items.
Then come and buy on Saturday, June 15 from 9 AM to 3 PM!
We do this for the women and children of Watoto in Uganda. Thank you
for your support of this ministry!
Skip & Judy Lycksell
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Worship assistants

Financial Report

May 5
Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Acolyte: Natalie Stone
8:00 AM
Communion Asst.: Tracey Tomlin
Computer: Donna Aspery
Healing
Ushers: Dave & Peg Fosnaugh
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Prayer:
M. Stroud,
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir
T. Piper
Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
Acolyte: John Totten
10:30 AM
Communion Asst.: Ken Grigsby
Computer: Luke Spencer
Healing
Music: Harbor Choir; Youth Choir
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Prayer:
B. Wall,
J. McCullough
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Assisting Min.: Charles Wardle
6:30 PM
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

Income
Outgo

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Tom Piper
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Ushers: Jeff Margraf, Tom Carey
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister: Craig Pedlar
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Sheila Ryan

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Ushers: Steve & Martha Ellis
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir
Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger
Communion Asst.:
Music: Harbor Choir; Youth Choir
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs

Acolyte: Marion Christensen
Computer: Logan Stone

Assisting Minister: Orion Gudgell
Communion Asst.: Candi Amarelo
Ushers: Lenita Forster
Assisting Minister: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Bobbi Miller

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer: Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Samuel Richards
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Assisting Min.: D. Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

March
$ 37,018
41,018
$ (4,000)

Year to date
$ 117,550
122,237
$ (4,687)

Worship Attendance
Date
8:00 AM
Mar. 31
51
Apr. 7
58
Apr. 14
72
Apr. 21 Easter 128
Average Att.
77

May 12
8:00 AM

March

Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Curt Davis
Piano: Kris Bruland

April

10:30 AM
95
119
110
162
122

Coupeville
18
11
18
17
16

Nursery
0
0
0
1
1

April 28 will be included in the next newsletter’s statistics
Average Sunday attendance: 216

May 19
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Computer: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

1 Philip & James, Apostles
2 Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria, 373
4 Monica, mother of Augustine, 387
8 Julian of Norwich, renewer of
the church, c. 1416
9 Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf,
renewer of the church, hymnwriter,
1760
14 Matthias, apostle
18 Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, 1160

May 26
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs

21 Helena, mother of
Constantine, 330
24 Nicolaus Copernicus, 1543,
Leonhard Euler, 1783
scientists
27 John Calvin, renewer of the
Church, 1564
29 Jiřī Tranovský, hymnwriter
1637
31 The Visit of Mary to Elizabeth

This month’s decorative font is
Little Lutheran bags in May: Sheila Ryan
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May

Floral Latin.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

Easter is more than a day,
an event, a remembrance.
It is a way of life.
- Michael K. Marsh

The church calendar
is updated regularly on
OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

5
Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:10
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30
Recital
1:30
Den meetings
3:00
Youth & Fam. Night 6:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
12 Mothers Day
Worship
8:00
Mothers Day Tea
9:00-10:30
Youth Choir
9:10
Worship
10:30
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
19 Preschool Sunday
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:10
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30
Den meetings
3:00
Confirmation
5:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
26
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:10
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30

TUESDAY

6

7
9:00 Blanket Workshop

9:00 Stephen Ministry
Training
12:00 Munchy Monday

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

1
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study

2
10:00 Deborah Circle

11:30 OHLC Staff

1:30 Kazan Committee
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Bus loading, LWR

5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Harbor Choir
8
9:00 Blanket Workshop

9

FRIDAY
3

7:00 IN CONCERT:
St. Petersburg
Men’s Ensemble
10

1:00 Birds of
North Whidbey
Whidbey Audubon event

6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts

5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Overeaters Anon
7:00 Harbor Choir

14
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

15

16

17

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

10:00 Memorial service,
Mavis Parillo

5:30 Girl Scouts
7:00 North Whidbey NA
20

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts
21
Deadline for
June/July newsletter

5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Overeaters Anon
7:00 Harbor Choir
22

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
23
10: Deborah Circle

9:00 Stephen Ministry
Training
12:00 Munchy Monday

10:00 Rebecca Circle

13
9:00 Stephen Ministry
Training
12:00 Munchy Monday

5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
7:00 North Whidbey NA
27 Memorial Day
Church office closed
9:00 Stephen Ministry
Training

5:30 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 6:00 North Whidbey NA

11
8:30 4-H training

10:00 Deborah Circle
11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Book Group
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:15 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council

5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
7:00 North Whidbey NA

SATURDAY
4

18

NW WA Synod Assembly, Lynnwood, May 17-19

24

25

31

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL

11:30 OHLC Staff

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts
28
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board of Rev.

5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Overeaters Anon
7:00 Harbor Choir

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Compassion Team
7:00 Recital

29 OHLC at SPIN Café

30 OHLC at SPIN Café

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Overeaters Anon
7:00 Harbor Choir

12

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

M, T, W:
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM;
12:45-3:45 PM
Th, F
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Preschool Sunday, 5/19
Last day, 3-day: 5/29
Pre-K all day: 5/30

