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Pastor’s Page:

time-outs or taking away screen time. It is about discipling. It is about
teaching our kids to be disciples of Jesus – and the best way to do this is
by example. When children see their fathers confessing their sin and
receiving Christ’s forgiveness, a powerful gospel message is being sent.
When they see their fathers listening attentively to a sermon, and, better
yet, talking about it with their family after church, they are learning the
importance of God’s Word. When they see their father praying for the
church, the world, and those in need, they are learning to care for what
God cares about. When they see their fathers kneeling in humility and
reverence to receive the Lord’s Supper, they are learning where to turn
for forgiveness, life, and salvation. When your children see you
practicing the faith, visibly and regularly, they are extremely likely to
follow in your footsteps! That’s the power of a praying father.

The Power of a Praying Father

Fathers…bring your children up in the discipline and instruction
of the Lord.
Ephesians 6:4

L

ast month I wrote an article about the power of a praying mother.
This month I’d like to write about the power of a praying father. In a
word, the power of a praying father is colossal, astonishing,
ginormous. Ok, those are three words, and the last word isn’t even a real
word. But you get the picture. I need more than one of these top-shelf
superlatives because a Swiss study released in 2000 testifies to the
tremendous power of a praying father, specifically a father who attends
worship regularly. It shows that when a father is regular churchgoer, his
children are vastly more likely to become regular churchgoers
in adulthood. Conversely, if the dad isn’t attending church
with his kids, even if the children attend regularly with
mom, the likelihood of those kids becoming regular
worshippers in adulthood is drastically reduced.
The impact of a worshipping father was so profound
in their findings that the conclusion of the study
stated: “It is the religious practice of the father of
the family that, above all, determines the future
attendance or absence from church of the children.”

Great strides have been made in recognizing the gifts of women
to serve as spiritual leaders in the church. I certainly celebrate the recent
election of the Rev. Shelley Bryan Wee to serve as the first female
bishop of the Northwest Washington Synod.* Perhaps the next great
push the church needs to make is to encourage more spiritual leadership
by men in their families. As we see rates of fatherless homes go up and
rates of church attendance go down, it is hard to deny that there is a
correlation between the two. The Swiss study certainly suggests so. And
so we see an increasingly urgent need for benevolent, Christ-centered
men who will be spiritual leaders in their homes – leading not by
coercion but by example, embodying a life of worship and sacrificial
love. That is the power of a praying father, and we need it now more
than ever before.

I can already feel the cringes of all those faithful moms reading
this who dutifully bring their children to worship, often without dads
because of deployments, lack of interest, or the lure of the golf course.
Please don’t be discouraged by this study. Re-read my article from last
month, and don’t doubt the power of a praying mom. Further, know that
a more recent study by the Barna group found that worshipping mothers
are more influential in their children’s faith than this Swiss study might
suggest. You bringing your kids to worship, even without dads, is so
very important, and we want you here. Consider Saint Timothy, whose
faith was passed on to him through his mother and grandmother (2
Timothy 1:5). It can happen.

I

give thanks for all the fathers here at OHLC who
are in worship regularly with their kids. We have
a lot of them, and I look forward to celebrating
them with our “Donuts with Dads” event on Father’s
Day (June 16). For those dads who aren’t in the
habit yet, know that Christ can forgive what
you’ve left undone. Please start. It isn’t too late.
You matter. In fact, you have more power than you know.
Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer

The Swiss study does, however, show the dramatic impact a
worshiping father has on his children. Dads, part of your God-given
vocation is to be a spiritual leader in your home. As scripture teaches us,
fathers are tasked with bringing up our children “in the discipline and
instruction of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4). This discipline is not just about

*See the June insert, The Spirit, for more about the May 17-19 Synod
Assembly.
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Take note!

Confirmation celebrated on June 9
Join us on Pentecost Sunday, June 9, as we celebration the
Affirmation of Faith of Natalie Stone and Johannes Christensen!

Beginning June 2:
One morning worship service, 9:30

AM

Semi-annual meeting & potluck set for June 23

Please note we’re starting our summer worship
schedule a little earlier this year. Join us as we come
together as one congregation for the summer season!

Everyone’s invited to a BBQ after worship on June 2, about 11
AM, to celebrate Tess Lycksell’s century birthday. No gifts, please. The
BBQ is catered by Orlando’s, and music is provided by Laurie Hansen of
the Pickled Herring Band. See you there!

All voting members of Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church are encouraged to attend our
semi-annual meeting, which will be held on
Sunday, June 23 after our 9:30 AM worship
service (about 10:30). We’ll elect council and
endowment committee members, hear a budget update, and receive
reports from our ministry teams. Printed reports will be available in the
narthex on Sunday, June 16. Bring a dish to share on the 23rd for our
potluck after the meeeting!
The deadline for the Annual Report is June 7! Please send
articles and reports to Rekann, office@oakharborlutheran.org.

June 16: Father’s Day at OHLC

Stephen Ministers commissioned

Help Tess celebrate her 100th birthday on June 2!

Stephen Ministry is an important part of OHLC’s caring
outreach. We rejoiced on Sunday, May 26 when four new Stephen
Ministers were commissioned: Kathleen Davis, Mike Dilley, Bobbi
Miller, and Dusty Rhodes.
For more about Stephen Ministry, please contact Pastor Marc
Stroud or Gaye Rodriguey, or leave a message in the church office.

“When a father goes ahead and washes diapers
or performs some other mean task for his
child… God, and all his angels, is smiling.”
- Martin Luther
This Father’s Day, we will celebrate all
the dads, grandpas, and father figures of
OHLC with a special fellowship hour after
worship. We will have DONUTS! Lots and
lots of donuts. Some might even have bacon on them! Come celebrate
dads with us!

Monthly opportunities for healing prayer
Healing prayer is offered at morning worship services on the first
Sunday of every month, available in two stations in the sanctuary as you
make your way back from the altar following communion. All prayer
requests are welcome. Please feel free to offer joys or sorrows,
thanksgivings or other concerns, health issues or beyond, for yourself, on
behalf of others, or for our world.

Boomerang those baby bottles!
Those who picked up baby bottles on Mother’s Day to fill
with cash, change, and/or checks as part of the fundraiser for the
Pregnancy Care Clinic (PCC) in Oak Harbor are reminded to bring
them back to OHLC on or by Father’s Day, June 16. Thanks to all
who participated! If you have any questions about our local PCC or
would like to get more involved in their ministry, talk to OHLC member
Morrie Parker, who serves on the PCC board.

Address corrections are appreciated!
Are you anticipating changes in your mailing address, e-mail, or
phone number? Please remember to contact the church office! Give us a
call, 360-679-1561, e-mail, office@oakharborlutheran.org, or slip a retro
paper message under Rekann’s or Martha’s office door. Thank you!
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Growing & Learning

Congregation News
Application deadline approaches for scholarships
OHLC’s Theresa Ferguson Memorial Scholarships are
renewable scholarships open to OHLC’s college students. The deadline
for first-time applications and renewals is Friday, June 14. Pick up
an application form in the church office or contact Shanna Lundstrom,
slundstrom64@gmail.com .

Munchy Monday winds up the school year

M

unchy Monday, OHLC’s early-release Monday outreach to Oak
Harbor High School students, is coming to a close. We’ll
celebrate our end of the year barbeque for the kids, graciously
hosted by the Men’s Ministry on the 10th of June.
Thank you so much for your support, enthusiasm, delicious
homemade and store-bought donations, and the giving spirit that makes
this all possible. A special thank you to the volunteers who so graciously
gave of their time and talents every week in order to make this a warm
and welcoming sanctuary. In addition, a huge thanks to Deborah Circle
and the Men’s Ministry for their monthly support.

Artistic endeavor

The High School kids appreciate this safe haven so much on
early-release days; their smiles, gratitude, and positive energy liven up
our hearts. It is a pleasure to provide this place of safety and fellowship.
See you all in the fall for the 2019-2020 school year of Munchy Monday!
Beth Stephens
bethasteph@gmail.com

Welcome home, travelers!

Many of you may have noticed the inlay wooden
crosses and hearts that Dusty Rhodes has been wearing lately.
Handcrafted by Dusty himself, these are now available at His Place
Christian Bookstore in Oak Harbor, along with his wooden crosses and
hearts in other forms.
Welcome home to OHLC’s snowbirds, including Dale & Katie
Zimmerman, Pete & Karen Pedersen, Donna Rieb, David & Candi
Amarelo, and Ron & Jan Ernst!

In Sympathy
ur hearts go out to the Bakke family following the
O
death of Oscar Bakke on May 20. He had celebrated his 89 birthday in April. Oscar, a member of

Thank you, Sunday School teachers!
Our last day of Sunday School for the
program year was May 26. We want to thank
all the teachers who have put in so much time and effort to teach God’s
Word to our children and youth this past year:

th

OHLC since 1959, is survived in our congregation by
his wife, Lori, and cousins Phyllis Rollag and Candi
Rollag Amarelo. He is also survived by his children,
stepchildren, and their families. A memorial service for Oscar will be
held at OHLC at 11:00 AM on Saturday, June 8. Pastor Marc Stroud has
fond memories of good conversations with Oscar and Lori, since “their”
pew was just in front of the Strouds’ usual spot.

Directors: Angela Stone & Mary Brock
Pre-K-K: Peg Fosnaugh & Jodi Kirko
1st& 2nd: Karen Lesetmoe & Heather Myers
3rd-5th: Kerri Totten & Luana Kim
6th-8th: Martha Ellis & Beth Stephens
High School: John & Penny Fowkes
Substitute: Amy Spencer
Education wing bulletin board: Jan McCullough

e also pray for our Lord’s comforting presence with Kerri Totten
W
and her family following the death of her father, John Duchon, in
late April.

 Peace be to their memory 

Thanks for a great year of learning together!
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OHLC Women
opportunities for fellowship, study & service
Blanket Workshop

B

lanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, June 4&5, and July
2&3, starting at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. See the item on pg. 19 for the
report on our most recent shipment.
Newcomers are always welcome, and you don’t have to know
how to sew to help out. Feel free to drop by and take a look, or contact
Leona McKee if you’d like more information, 360-675-5712,
bcmac68@comcast.net

Circle meetings in June & July – newcomers always welcome!
LYDIA CIRCLE
meets the 1st & 3rd Monday of the month, 6:00 PM in the prayer
room. Questions? Contact Mary Brock, mkb1998@comcast.net.
REBECCA CIRCLE
meets on the 3rd Tuesday of the month, 10 AM in the library.
Questions? Contact Colleen Pedlar, ccpedlar@comcast.net .
DEBORAH CIRCLE
meets every Thursday (but not July 4), 10:00 AM in the library.
Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com .
Deborah Circle notes:
6/ 6 June Gather magazine, For Just Such a Time As This, pgs. 22-25
6/13 June Gather magazine, pgs. 25-27
6/20 July/August Gather - For Just Such a Time As This, pgs. 20-22
6/27 July/August Gather magazine, pgs. 23-25
7/ 4 Happy birthday, USA! No meeting
7/11 July/August Gather magazine, pgs. 22-30
7/18 July/August Gather magazine, pgs. 31-33
7/25 Jan./Feb. Gather magazine, Meetings With Jesus, pgs. 22-24

For information, contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com or visit
https://mailchi.mp/7f60bca1538d/2019-region-onegathering?e=f8bf127478.
5

Coming to OHLC in August
August 9: Piano concert – A Gift of Love
ianist Miloy Canete will be performing a concert at OHLC on Friday,
P
August 9 at 7:00 PM. Miloy is the music director at Christ
Evangelical Lutheran Church, where David and Candi Amarelo worship
when they are in Arizona.
In describing his motivation for performing, he writes: “I have
found a new desire to share my love for classical piano music – one that
combines my life story, poetry, pictures, and stories about love and
grace. My hope is that I can open new eyes, new ears, and hearts for
classical music especially among the younger generation while at the
same time sharing life lessons.”

August 21-24: VBS reimagined

S’MORE JESUS!
All-Ages Evening Family Camp,
August 21-24

Faith Action Network (FAN) is a statewide interfaith advocacy 501(c)(3)
nonprofit organization through which thousands of people and over 140 faith
communities across Washington State partner for the common good, working
to build a more just, peaceful, and sustainable world. FAN came into being in
2001 at the union of the Washington Association of Churches, a historical
ecumenical agency, and the Lutheran Public Policy Office, the highly effective
advocacy arm of the state’s largest Protestant denomination.

Dinner served at 5:00 PM

Program from 6:00 to 8:00 PM

year our Vacation Bible School program is being reinvented as an
Tstylehisall-ages
evening family camp. We’ll start each night with a familydinner, continue with multigenerational faith formation activities,
games, and crafts, and conclude each night out at our fire pit with
s’mores and closing worship. On Friday night, those who wish can camp
out on the back lawn of the church and enjoy a pancake breakfast on
Saturday morning. Registration forms are available in the church office
and will be posted on the website. All ages are welcome! (Minors must
be accompanied by a family member, unless other arrangements are
made with Pastor Spencer or Beth Stephens.)

{{Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The
Spirit for June. For the July issues, please visit the following
websites:
Prayer Ventures:
http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
The Spirit: http://www.lutheransnw.org/publications ;
scroll down to read the current issue or issues from
the archives.

August 25: Outdoor worship service & picnic
ark your calendars for our church picnic at the Muzzall farm! We’ll
have worship in the barn at 11 AM, followed by a barbecue potluck,
M
games, and fellowship. Directions and more information will be coming

{{The deadline for articles for the August newsletter
(which is the run-up to September activities!!) is Friday, July 19.

later this summer.
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His Kids Preschool

Here’s how our students finished the sentences “I love my mom
because...” and “I love my dad because...”

a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

AM Class

H

Lawson: She bought me an electric toothbrush
He reads me a bedtime story
Mya: She buys me toys
He helps me brush my teeth when we get ready for school
Colt: She helps me brush my teeth
He helps me clean my room
Logan B: She gives me toys
He takes me to the park
Zeke: She brings me to school
He does my bedtime stuff with me
Cole: She helps me brush my teeth
He takes me to Alfy’s
Lily: She reads me stories
He reads with me
Elijah: She takes me to the carnival
He has breakfast with me when I ask
Kennedy: She reads to me, plays with me, helps me pick up toys and I
bake with her
He puts movies on for me in my room
Easton: She plays with me
He wrestles with my brother and me
Levi: She reads me the mouse chapter book
He plays with me when we wrestle
Owen: She takes me to ride trains
He takes me to McDonalds to play and also makes me pancakes
Amy: She helps me brush my teeth
He takes me to the park
Ainhara: She helps brush my teeth
He plays with me
Scott: She gives me baths
He takes me to the park

ere we are on the final stretch of the school year. It’s hard to
believe we are preparing to say goodbye to the children for the
summer!

The month flew by with a flurry of activities and events. Our
calendar, to say the least, was packed full. We finished the year with
studying and reviewing our letters and numbers, and we wrapped up the
Star Student program with Scott in the morning class and William and
Adalyn L. in the afternoon. We celebrated our mothers and fathers, and
we also invited them to our final chapel time as the children received
their year-end certificates. During this special chapel time, Pastor Jeff
led the children in songs that they have learned over the course of the
year, and of course he had a great message for the day. There were
plenty of photo ops for our parents!
Our Pre-K Readiness class visited Ms. Hwang’s kindergarten
room at Broadview Elementary. She had them join her children at circle
time – a familiar experience since it resembles our own. She encouraged
our students to participate with her class and discussed the centers
throughout her classroom. At the end of the visit, she gave us a final tour
of her room, and gave a great pep talk to these future kindergartners.
Our May field trip was to Three Sisters Farm, where we saw
many different animals in their happy habitats. We were thankful that
the weather was beautiful for our visit to see the baby lambs, piglets, and
chicks. The Muzzall ladies were great hosts as always, and made the
field trip memorable for all.
Preschool Sunday was May 19, a fun celebration with the
children singing at several points during the 10:30 AM service. Afterwards, we had cake, punch and other yummy treats in the fellowship
hall, which was decorated with rainbows and Noah’s arks the children
had made themselves. Preschool Sunday is our way to honor our
children and their families, since His Kids would not be an active
ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church without them. Thank you to
our students and families for making it a great year! We’d also like
to extend a big thank you to Preschool Committee member
Angela Stone along with Natalie, Logan and Lucas, and
to Sadie Harbaugh for all the help before and after the
celebration.

PM Class: Charlee: She takes me to the store
He plays with me
Aiden: She helps me get stuff that is too high
He gets the games that are high up on the shelf
Avery: She takes me to school
He makes breakfast for me and my brother and my mom
Continued on the next page!
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BookMarks

Kaitlyn: She makes me breakfast when daddy and brother are still asleep
He makes me and Collin breakfast and takes us to school
sometimes
Grey: She makes really yummy food
He reads to me and plays Minecraft with me sometimes
William: She plays outside with me
He takes me to the store
Alina: She helps me do the dishes
He helps me with the roses
Paisley: She takes me to the park
He takes me to the store
Taylor: She reads me the Frozen story
He plays with me
Naomi: She fixes my hair
He does the laundry
Sadie: She takes care of my flower pot
He plays with me and paints with me and he draws for me if I
can’t draw the princess
Adalyn H: She helps me brush my teeth
He takes care of me when I get hurt
Andi: She sometimes helps me brush my teeth
Sometimes we roughhouse together with my sister
Hanna: She combs my hair and brushes my teeth
He takes me to McDonalds
Adalyn L: She sometimes brings me to the store
He reads me a book
Sharon: She plays with me
He helps me clean my bedroom

Coupeville Book Group,
meets 7 PM in the Coupeville library, 788 NW Alexander St.
June 4: Discussion led by Carolyn Kroon, dessert provided by Gail
Dobbyn, and the book is Sing, Unburied, Sing, by Jesmyn Ward:
Drawing on Morrison and Faulkner, The Odyssey and the Old Testament, Ward creates a journey through Mississippi’s past and present
that is both intimate portrait of family and epic tale of hope and
struggle. When the white father of Leonie’s children is released from
prison, she packs her kids and a friend into her car and sets out across
the state for Parchman farm, the Mississippi State Penitentiary, on a
journey rife with danger and promise. Sing, Unburied, Sing grapples
with the ugly truths at the heart of the American story and the power
– and limitations – of the bonds of family.
Fiction, 285 pages
Available in paperback, large print, Audio CD, e-book, downloadable audio.

July 9: Discussion led by Jan Heideger, dessert provided by Gaye
Rodriguey, and the book is Madame President: The Extraordinary
Journey of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, by Helene Cooper:
The harrowing but triumphant story of Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, leader of
the Liberian women’s movement, winner of the Nobel Peace Prize,
and the first democratically-elected female president in African
history. Nonfiction, 320 pages; available in print, audiobook, kindle

Second Wednesday Book Group,
meets at 1:00 PM in the church library.

wrap up the year, we had our annual all-school bowling party at Oak
TsayoBowl,
as well as the end-of-the-year picnic at Fort Nugent Park. As we
goodbye to the school year and to a few of our preschool families,

June 12: As Good as Gone, by Larry Watson:
th

By the author of Montana 1948 and his 10 novel, this is a rich story
about family, trust and reliability, told in Watson’s resolute yet
touching style. Expect suspense and drama. Fiction, 341 pages
Available in e-book and downloadable audiobook

we are already looking forward to welcoming back established His Kids
families who will be returning for the fall along with the new families
who will be joining our preschool program. 2019-2020 is going to be a
great year!

July 10: LaRose, by Louise Erdrich:
North Dakota, summer of 1999. Landreaux Iron is horrified when he
accidentally shoots Dusty, his best friend’s 5-year-old son and his own
son’s playmate, while hunting for deer. According to the ancient
Indian tradition of retribution, Landreaux gives away his own son,
LaRose, to the grieving family. Multifaceted characters give this
eloquent Native American saga a haunting and poignant perspective.
Fiction, 373 pages
Also available as audiobook

As we look to the fall, we’re happy to announce that our
morning class is full and the afternoon class registrations are slowly
building up. Please keep our families in your prayers as they start their
summer and that they will return to us healthy and excited for the fall
school year.
God’s peace, Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara
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Compassion Ministry

Compassion Ministries of the Month: June

D

uring June, we’ll focus on Lutherwood Camp and Retreat
Center as part of OHLC Compassion Ministry’s effort to keep the
congregation fully aware of the variety of outreach ministries
available. As our youth gear up for a week at camp, we appeal to our
OHLC community to provide scholarship funds to send our kids to
Lutherwood.

Help wanted for OHLC’s next roadside cleanup!
What: It’s time to clean up our 2-mile stretch of SR20 north of town
When: Saturday, June 8, at 8:30 AM
Where: Meet at the church to carpool to the site
For those of you with kids in high school, this is a good opportunity to get 2-3 hours of volunteer time which can count towards
graduation volunteer requirements! (Per the State rules, the minimum
age is 15 – sorry for the younger tykes that might be interested!)
It will be June so we should have good weather! Please contact
me at jeffamargraf@aol.com or 360-682-5421 to sign-up or if you have
any questions.
Jeff Margraf

Camp Lutherwood is a ministry that flows in both directions.
Not only does OHLC stand with other area Lutheran churches to support
this wonderful outreach ministry, but we also receive the opportunity for
congregation members to make use of this fine retreat center.
Lutherwood Camp and Retreat Center is a gem of a camp that
highlights the splendors of Northwest Washington’s outdoor life, poised
on the shore of Lake Samish and adjacent to the wild woods of Larrabee
State Park. There is plenty of hiking, water skiing, water sliding,
swimming, wall climbing, zip lining and Frisbee Golf for our youth to
enjoy as part of their summer experience. Recreation and group sports
will remain a defining experience of church camp, and group studies in
scripture are important building blocks of childhood faith development.

We want your stuff!

But Lutherwood is more than just that. It’s an adult center and
spiritual retreat as well, a year-round center for church groups to
strengthen faith through Bible fellowship weekends. As a charter
congregation, OHLC is afforded the discounts that make a weekend
retreat a sweet deal.

It’s that time of year again, GARAGE SALE
TIME! and OHLC’s Watoto Team wants your
stuff! The annual Watoto Garage Sale will be
held at church on Saturday, June 15, 9:00 AM
to 2:00 PM. You may drop off your donations
on Friday, June 14, 3:00-7:00 PM. Please,
NO electronics, clothing, or exercise equipment. Talk to a team member
for information regarding large items. We also hope to see you shopping
for BARGAINS on the 15th

Lutherwood also offers tent and trailer camping at minimal cost
during the summer. This is the place that will bring your family closer
together in the setting of God’s great outdoors.
It’s easy to reach the camp – it’s just off I-5, about five miles
before you get to Bellingham. Check out the camp and see how you can
make Lutherwood a regular stop for fun and recreation.

Proceeds from the garage sale go to support Alfred, our 3rd year
medical student who is currently serving in a surgical rotation, as well as
to procure medicine for local Ugandan people when our team visits and
holds clinics there.

Pastor Marc Stroud

Please note we’re planning a medical mission trip in January
2020. Contact Skip (lycksell@comcast.net) if you’re interested in going.
Heads up for September! We’re working on plans for a visit by
the Watoto Children’s Choir and we’ll need host homes for 1 adult and 2
or 3 children each for overnight after the concert. Watch for updates!
Joyfully, Skip & Judy Lycksell
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Compassion Ministries of the Month: July

Details from our spring shipment for LWR

July is Help House month at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church.

congregation’s spring shipment in early May for Lutheran World
OurRelief
was made up of the following:
50 quilts

For I was hungry and gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in...
– Matthew 25:35

99 personal care kits
19 baby care kits
OHLC’s total shipment cost was $371.80
Deep appreciation and a huge round of applause go to OHLC’s
own Rita Carter and to Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle for their service. They
have made 16 trips down to Seattle to deliver our shipments since May
2012. That is faithful commitment. Rita’s hanging up her keys as a
shuttle driver, so our May shipment was their last one. (Yes, this means
we’ll need to recruit other drivers and vehicles by this fall, so please
keep that in your minds and in your prayers.)

T

he words of Jesus, quoted above, are spoken within the Parable of the
King as Jesus is addressing his disciples, encouraging them to look at
all their acts of kindness in the world and see that God – the king of
the parable – is present in those acts of kindness.
We miss the point of the parable if we spiritualize it and relate
our personal search for a hidden God in humble acts of piety. No, what
Jesus was trying to convey to his disciples was a sense of serving God,
prioritized by the basic need to help God’s creation, which includes all of
humanity. Literally, a relationship with God is found in feeding the
hungry of the world.

A huge thanks to Deborah Circle and the women’s retreat ladies
for assembling the kits and preparing them for shipping.

Help House is Oak Harbor’s center
of activity for doing God’s work by helping
the hungry and underprivileged of our
community. The very act of simply
offering food items from our own home
pantries to the Help House food bank is an
act of discipleship. We should be familiar
with that. Regularly dropping off a few cans of beets or tuna or some
mac and cheese packages in the Help House bin in the narthex is the act
of a pious Christian who cares about what Jesus cared about.

Last, but not least, thank you to all who participated by donating
towels, toothbrushes and soap for the kits and cash to purchase other
items as needed. Our generous congregation continues to amaze us all
when we ask for your participation.
Leona McKee

World Hunger donations total nearly $6,800!
The Compassion Team thanks you all for your
generosity. Our congregation’s gifts to ELCA World
Hunger during our Lenten season emphasis in March
and April totaled $6,799.41.
In her letter of acknowledgement, the Rev.
Robin Brown, Mission Funding
Director/Congregations, writes about this gift “enabling
transformative works of love here in the United States
and in 60 countries around the world, providing what is needed to end
hunger and poverty: access to clean water, health care, agriculture,
livestock, education, and peace and justice. Together, we are creatively
and courageously working toward a just world where all are fed.”
Thanks be to God!
Carol Wall

This is one part of OHLC’s ministry that our full congregational
community can be engaged in. It is so appropriate that the narthex – the
entry to our worship space – has bins set up for various donations. One
way our abundant worship of God is made physically manifest is in the
overflowing bins of food destined to help the hungry through our weekly
deliveries to Help House
On July 21, we’ll hear a presentation about the food bank’s
progress and its current needs. I’d like you to remember that day as a
particular target to open your pantry and bring as much as you’re able.
Let’s have our bins overflow with our gifts of loving care for this part of
God’s creation. Join us as we help Help House continue its mission to
serve the needs of our Oak Harbor community.
Pastor Marc Stroud
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Worship Attendance

Save the date
at Josephine!

Date
8:00 AM
Apr. 28
57
May 5
73
May 12
90
May 19
85
May 26
61
Average Att.
73

The Josephine Caring Community
Annual Picnic & BBQ
9901 272nd Place NW, Stanwood
July 19, 2019
4:00-7:00 PM

May

10:30 AM
151
94
95
124
96
112

Coupeville
15
22
16
16
21
18

Nursery
0
1
1
2
3
1

Average Sunday attendance: 204

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations

Dear Partners in Christ,

L

June

et me draw your attention to a new section we added to our website,
www.josephinecc.com. We now have an “Events” section that
intends to keep folks informed of events that are significant to life
here at Josephine Caring Community. I invite you to check it out and
participate in the event there with us! I would like to highlight one of
these events right now so that you can get in on your calendar early.

1 Justin, martyr at Rome, c.165
3 The Martyrs of Uganda, 1886;
John XXIII, Bishop of Rome, 1963
5 Boniface, Archbishop of Mainz,
missionary to Germany, martyr, 754
7 Seattle, chief of the Duwamish
Confederacy, 1866
9 Columba, 597; Aidan, 651, Bede, 735,
renewers of the church
11 Barnabas, Apostle
14 Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea,
379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, c. 385
Gregory of Nanzianus, Bishop of
Constantinople, c. 389;Macrina,
teacher, c. 379

Yes, mark it down right now and make arrangements to join us
at Josephine on July 19. It is always loads of fun to celebrate our
communal relationships together. There will be food, a bouncy house,
face painting, vender booths, a beer garden, and music!
Let me also mention why this is particularly important to me.
The model of our denominational tie has always been that we are better
as church/ministry/mission when we are church/ministry/mission
together. Josephine might be able to do this ministry alone but Josephine
believes that it is better together with others – we are better in community
– and it’s so important that the word community made it into our name
and our mission statement. This picnic and BBQ helps us explore and
live into that mission. It is not the only way that we explore and live into
it, but it is certainly one way. So, we invite you to join us and to check
out our website for other ways in which to engage in our ministry and the
ministry that we do here on your behalf. Blessings, my friends in Christ!

21 Onesimos Nesib, translator,
evangelist, 1931
24 The Nativity of John
the Baptist
25 Presentation of the Augsburg
Confession, 1530; Philipp
Melancthon, renewer of the
Church, 1560
27 Cyril. bishop of Alexandria,
theologian, 444
28 Iraneus, Bishop of Lyons,
c. 202
29 Peter & Paul, Apostles

July
1 Catherine Winkworth, 1879; John
Mason Neale, 1866; hymn
translators
4 Thomas, Apostle
6 Jan Hus, martyr, 1415
11 Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte
Cassino, c. 540
12 Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of
Uppsala, 1931
17 Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary
to the Indies, 1566

Warmly,
Chaplain Andy
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22 Mary Magdalene, Apostle
23 Birgitta of Sweden, 1373,
renewer of the church
25 James the Elder, Apostle
28 Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750,
Heinrich Schütz, 1672
George Frederick Handel,
1759, musicians
29 Mary, Martha and Lazarus of
Bethany; Olaf, king of
Norway, martyr, 1030

Financial Report
Income
Outgo

April
$ 53,291
41,566
$ 9,725

Worship assistants - July

April

July 7

Year to date
$ 170,841
165,803
$ 5,038

Assisting Minister: Moira Bartrand Acolyte: Anders Spencer
9:30 AM
Computer: Spencer
Healing
Communion Assistants:
Tracey Tomlin, Carol Reafs
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Prayer:
To be
announced
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
6:30 PM
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Worship assistants - June

July 14

June 2

9:30 AM

Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger
Acolyte: Don Lesetmoe
9:30 AM
Computer: Donna Aspery
Healing
Communion Assistants:
Tracey Tomlin, Peg Fosnaugh
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Prayer:
To be
Music: Combined Choir; Harbor Bells
announced
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
6:30 PM
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

6:30 PM

June 9 – Pentecost Sunday/ Confirmation

9:30 AM

9:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Ministers:
Natalie Stone & Johannes Christensen
Communion Assistants:
Confirmation students
Music: Combined Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs

6:30 PM

Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

Assisting Minister:
Communion Assistants:
Marge Moore, Jan McCullough
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Sam Richards
Computer: Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Assisting Min.:
Charles Wardle
Piano: Kris Bruland

Assisting Minister: Bobbi Miller
Communion Assistants:
Ron Ernst, Rita Cline
Music: Come Sunday Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Lucas Stone
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst

Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

July 21

Acolyte: Marion Christensen
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

6:30 PM

Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

July 28
9:30 AM

June 16
9:30 AM

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Assistants:
Peg Fosnaugh,
Music: Praise Team
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Acolyte: Logan Stone
Computer: Ackerman
Communion Assistants:
Marge Moore,
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Music: Combined Choir; Harbor Bells
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Assisting Min.: D Wysomierski
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

6:30 PM

Assisting Min.:
Debbie Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

June 23
9:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Carol FItzgerald
Communion Assistants:
Music: Praise Team
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs

Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

Little Lutheran Bags in June – Roberta Koster
Little Lutheran Bags in July – Sheila Ryan

Assisting Min.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

This issue’s decorative font is Mona Lisa Recut

June 30
9:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Amy Bruce
Communion Assistants:
Gisela Hawley, Mike Fankhauser
Music: Miria Stephens & Becky Peattie
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs

with a little Old

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer: Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Assisting Min.: Curt Davis
Piano: Kris Bruland
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Glory.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

2

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

Healing prayer
3
9:00 Stephen Ministry
at the morning service
Training
Summer schedule begins
Worship
9:30
BBQ for T. Lycksell’s
12:00 Munchy Monday
100th birthday 11:00
5:00 Girl Scouts
Den meetings
3:00 6:00 Lydia Circle
Piano recital
4:00 7:00 North Whidbey NA
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

4
9:00 Blanket Workshop

5
9:00 Blanket Workshop

6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Cpvl Book Group

7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

9

12

12:00 Munchy Monday
Worship/Confirmation
9:30
Year-end BBQ

11
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

Recital
Den meetings

7:00 Boy Scouts

Pentecost Sunday

10

2:00
3:00 6:00 Lydia Circle event
7:00 North Whidbey NA
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
16
17
Worship
9:30
Donuts With Dads 10:45
Baby Bottle Boomerang
ends!
5:00 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 6:00 Lydia Circle
OHHS using OHLC for
7:00 North Whidbey NA
Srs. grad. trip staging area
23
24
Worship
9:30
Semi-annual
congregational meeting
10:30

6:00 North Whidbey NA
30
Worship

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team

13
10:00 Deborah Circle

1:00 Book Group

19

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:30 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
7:00 North Whidbey NA
20

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

25
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

26 OHLC at SPIN Café

27 OHLC at SPIN Café

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board/Review

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 Boy Scouts

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

3:00 Set up for
garage sale
21

11:00 Memorial Service:
Oscar Bakke
15
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Watoto Garage Sale
OHHS Graduation –
OHLC parking lot
in use!
22
11:00 Memorial Service:
John Burke Sr.
2:00 Eagle Scout project
1:00 set up for concert
3:00 Concert: Whidbey
Island Horn Club

28

7:00 Piano Recital
29

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

- John Steinbeck, The Winter of Our Discontent
MSE

Deadline for applications
for Theresa Ferguson
Memorial Scholarships

SATURDAY
1
Noon: Relay for Life
closing event,
North Whidbey
Middle School
8
8:30 Roadside clean-up

10:00 Deborah Circle

In early June
the world of leaf and blade and flowers explodes,
and every sunset is different.

9:30

14

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:00 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

FRIDAY
7
Deadline for items
for the Annual Report

7:00 North Whidbey NA

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

18
10:00 Rebecca Circle

THURSDAY
6
10:00 Deborah Circle

13

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

Summer Break!
Registration for 2019/20
is underway! Contact the
church office for
information.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

2

www.oakharborlutheran.org

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
7:00 North Whidbey NA

6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 Boy Scouts

7

8

9
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

Healing prayer
at the morning service

Worship

9:30

WEDNESDAY
3

THURSDAY
4

Independence Day
Church office closed

10

11
10:00 Deborah Circle

7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

14

16

17

18

10:00 Rebecca Circle

10:30 HEART

10:00 Deborah Circle

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

24

25 OHLC at SPIN Café

10:30 HEART

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

9:30

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
21
Worship

22
9:30

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 Boy Scouts
24
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

5:00 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA

7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

298

30

31 OHLC at SPIN Café

29

Come Sunday Choir 8:30
Worship
9:30

5:00 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 6:00 North Whidbey NA

10:30 HEART
6:00 CADA Parenting
Class
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board/Review

12

13

19 Newsletter Deadline

20

26

27

1:00 Book Group

5:00 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA

Worship

SATURDAY
6

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

5:15 Praise Team
5:30 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 North Whidbey NA

15

FRIDAY
5

Summer afternoon, summer afternoon;
to me those have always been the two most
beautiful words in the English language.
- Henry James

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

14

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Summer Break!
Registration for 2019/20
is underway! Contact the
church office for
information.

