The light shines in the darkness…

OHLC Staff

John 1:5

Pastor:
Jeffrey Spencer

Home Phone
360-320-4041

Pastor of Care Ministries
Marc Stroud
360-632-4243
Preschool Director:
Sara Harbaugh

Volume 66, Issue 4

360-941-1484

Youth & Family Ministry
Beth Stephens
619-729-3031

April 2019

O AK H ARBOR L UTHE RAN C HURCH
a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA)
1253 NW 2nd Avenue
360-679-1561
Oak Harbor, WA 98277
office@oakharborlutheran.org
www.oakharborlutheran.org

IN THIS ISSUE:
Diverge: Report from
Quake,
pg. 2

Parish Secretary:
Rekann Brannon

360-969-0775

Newsletter Editor:
Martha Ellis

360-678-2264

Custodian:
Salvador Carvallo

360-675-3957

Church Phone

360-679-1561

Click on these links
for the April newsletter inserts:

Schedule for Holy Week
and Easter,
pg. 3

The ELCA’s monthly Prayer Ventures:
http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures

Volunteers needed!
pg. 5

The Northwest Washington Synod’s insert, The Spirit:
https://www.lutheransnw.org/files/publications/spirit/april_2019.pdf

Loving Kindness:
2019 women’s retreat,
pg. 7
Items collected for
Lutheran World Relief,
pg. 9

OHLC’s website:
www.oakharborlutheran.org

ELCA World Hunger
speaker visits on March 31,
pg. 9

This issue was snail-mailed March 27, 2019
1

Pastor’s Page:

an opportunity for an awkward but
deeply meaningful conversation and
witness to Christ’s love. Dani spoke
with passion, humility, and brilliance
about what it means to diverge from the ways of the world to follow
Christ, and we all loved her.

Report from Quake

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God,
which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern
what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:2

Our youth also were part of a service project at Quake. They
donned hair nets and latex gloves to assemble emergency food kits made
up of uncooked rice, dried vegetables, and powdered vitamins. 90% of
these kits are sent overseas for those experiencing food emergencies,
while 10% are kept in the United States to have on hand for similar
emergencies here. In one weekend they made 2,436 kits! It was
especially touching to see our youth laying hands on the stack of boxes
and praying over them when they were done.

O

n March 8-10, 12 youth (sadly, two got sick and couldn’t join us!)
and 4 adult chaperones from OHLC attended the Quake youth
ministry event at Great Wolf Lodge in Centralia. The theme was
“Diverge,” referring to St. Paul’s exhortation in Romans 12:2 (the theme
verse, quoted above) to not be conformed to this world, but to be transformed by the gospel to go a different direction, following God’s will
instead of the path of least resistance. Workshop leaders and our keynote
speaker explored what it means to “diverge”
from the ways of the world to follow Christ.

Worship was high energy and loud, led by a local worship band
made up of guitar, bass, and drums. (Either it was the loudest band I’ve
heard at Quake, or I’m just getting older.) “Campfire worship” (the fire
was on the screen) held late at night was more mellow, with acoustic
versions of the songs they learned. Several OHLC youth were tapped to
lead prayers, the Creed, and scripture readings at various services, and
they all did great. At one point we did a live group “Facetime” with a
Quake being held in Omaha, Nebraska. It was fun to interact with
another group through the large screen above the stage, and a nice
reminder that we aren’t alone as we seek to follow Jesus.

Our keynote speaker was Danielle
Tietjen, a nationally known speaker and author from Minneapolis.
(She’ll be speaking at the National Youth Gathering of the Lutheran
Church-Missouri Synod this spring.) One of the themes in Dani’s
presentations was identity. She encouraged the youth to find their
identity in Christ and not in their mistakes or in the many expectations
placed on them, sometimes by themselves. She powerfully described the
freedom and joy that comes from living in the reality of being loved and
forgiven by God rather than in our performance, looks, or achievements.
Her words about identity are so important for our youth to hear,
especially this age group, when they are wrestling so much with
questions about who they are and where they fit in this world. Believe
me, our youth listened to her with rapt attention.

Other fun moments included crazy dress up night, a dance party
(ask certain adult chaperones about their epic jitterbug demonstration),
board games, cramming all 16 of us into one room for Papa Pete’s pizza,
and, of course, the waterslides. The time and laughter we shared was a
great blessing and really strengthened our relationships with one another.
I love taking youth to Quake. It is one of very few pan-Lutheran
ministries out there, creating fellowship opportunities with youth from
the ELCA as well as other Lutheran church bodies (and even nonLutheran youth). Even more importantly, I believe they have the very
best speakers, organization, and programming, all of which are squarely
focused on bringing the gospel to youth where they are. Many thanks to
our congregation for your generous support in sending us. The next
Quake is April 17-19, 2020. We can hardly wait!

Another important theme in Dani’s presentations was having
eyes to see as God sees, particularly when it comes to the most
vulnerable people around us. She spoke of Moses’ mother, a nameless
Hebrew slave through whom God worked to set in motion the events that
would lead to the Israelites’ deliverance out of slavery. She told a story
about a Haitian bus driver she came to know and love over the course of
several mission trips there whose faith in Christ was evident in powerful
ways. She spoke of an encounter with a humiliated waitress which led to

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Schedule for Holy Week & Easter

April 7: Youth and Family Night

PREZTELS & PRAYER
Join us from 6:00 to 7:30 PM as we make
homemade pretzels and then enjoy them fresh out of
the oven with all kinds of delicious dipping sauces. Then we’ll move
into the sanctuary for a time of prayer with kid-friendly prayer stations.
We hope to see you for this special Lenten-themed evening of
faith and fellowship!

APRIL 18, 7:00 PM:
Maundy Thursday Worship

W

e will commemorate Jesus’ last night with his
disciples and the institution of the Lord’s Supper
with a special evening service including foot washing
and Holy Communion.

Midweek Lenten services continue, April 3 & 10

W

e continue through the Lenten season with Wednesday gatherings
for worship and soup suppers. Services are held at Noon and 6:00
PM, followed immediately by simple meals of soup and bread. Join us
for skits, Holden Evening Prayer, and responsive readings from Luther’s
Small Catechism.

APRIL 19, Noon & 7:00 PM:
Good Friday Worship

G

ood Friday services will be held at noon and 7:00
PM. This powerful service includes the reading of
the Passion of our Lord Jesus, punctuated by song and
the progressive extinguishing of candles. Easter joy is
that much sweeter when you make it a priority to
commemorate the crucifixion.

Forty Days
in the

Wilderness

APRIL 21:
Easter Sunday Worship

with Luther’s Small Catechism

J

oin us Easter Sunday as we celebrate the resurrection
of our Lord with festival worship services at 8:00 &
10:30 AM, and at St. Mary’s church in Coupeville at
6:30 PM. Invite your friends and neighbors for this day
of celebration!

New banners to grace the sanctuary

O

n Easter Sunday we will unveil the first of several new banners for
our sanctuary. Other new banners will be seen this summer, during
the long “Sundays after Pentecost” season, as well as on Trinity Sunday,
during the Epiphany season, and on Christmas. These banners were
purchased with memorial funds given in memory of the following saints:
Harry Achziger
Esther Kneale
Lou “Ski” Michalski
Helen Brandt
Dorothy Lukins
Linda Rhodes
Leota Copstead
Aase Malones
Don Sorenson
Harvey Herrigstad Bill McNae
As you see the new banner on the southern wall of our sanctuary
this Easter, remember and give thanks for these saints who have gone
before us in the promise of the resurrection!

APRIL 21:
Easter Sunday Breakfast

P

lan on joining us on Easter Sunday for a delicious
Farm Breakfast this year – biscuits and gravy,
gluten-free scrambled eggs, and mixed fruit – served
by the Muzzall family in Herrigstad Hall from 9:00 to
10:30 AM. (Thanks, Muzzalls!!)
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The Bible Project in April

Movie review from Pastor Jeff: Indivisible

Join us as we continue our journey
through the books of the New Testament! We
meet in the Library/Fireside Room on Sunday
mornings from 9:15 to 10:15, and Tuesday
evenings from 7:00 to 8:00.

What are some of the challenges facing military
marriages? “Indivisible” tells the true story of Army chaplain Darren
Turner and his wife Heather as they endure the challenge of his deployment, and the even bigger challenge of his return. The film stars Sarah
Drew (“Gray’s Anatomy,” “Mom’s Night Out”), whose fine acting
makes this one of the best Christian movies I’ve seen. Co-star Justin
Bruening (also from “Gray’s Anatomy”) is equally compelling as
Chaplain Darren Turner, who experiences difficult situations on
deployment which take a heavy toll on both his marriage and his faith.
The story is more complex than many in the Christian genre, and
brings to life some of the very real situations soldiers and their spouses
experience. Especially moving is the way the real-life Darren and
Heather are woven into the film at the end.
If you are one of the many military families at OHLC, I believe
you will find this film encouraging. If you are not part of a military
family, you will find it to be an eye-opening account of what some of our
friends and neighbors go through. I therefore heartily recommend it to
everyone at OHLC. To that end, Amy and I have purchased a copy of
the DVD and donated it to the church library for you to check out. We
hope you will!
Pastor Jeff

If you’d like to get caught up on previous books we’ve covered
you can visit our church website or Facebook page for videos and
discussion questions from past sessions.
Here’s what’s coming up in April:
Sunday, Mar. 31/Tuesday, April 1: 1 Timothy
Sunday, April 7/Tuesday, April 9: Hebrews
Sunday, April 14/Tuesday, April 16: James
Sunday, April 21/Tuesday, April 23: EASTER (No class)
Sunday, April 28/Tuesday, April 30: 1 Peter

May 4: New Member Class
Pastor Spencer will hold a one-session
workshop on Saturday, May 4, from 9:00 AM to
12:00 noon for those who would like to become
members of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. Lunch
will be provided. New members will be received
on Sunday, May 5.
Sign up for the class via the Connection Card in the worship
bulletin, or by sending an RSVP to Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org. Please note any allergies or dietary
restrictions for lunch. Child care may be available upon request.

Marriage Encounter weekend set for May 31-June 2
A Marriage Encounter weekend is 44 hours where
married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores,
and phones, and focus only on each other. If you’d like
greater depth, growth, and enrichment in your relationship,
you’ll like the difference a Lutheran Marriage Encounter
weekend can make. Join millions of couples worldwide who
have learned how to keep their marriage vibrant and alive.
The next Marriage Encounter weekend in western Washington
will be held May 31 - June 2 in Renton. Registration is now open! To
register, go to www.godlovesmarriage.org.
Pastor Jeff and Amy will be presenters at the weekend, and
they would be happy to answer any questions you have. Whether you
are newlyweds, long-married or somewhere in between, every marriage
can benefit from a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend! Pass the
word around to your married friends!

Harbor Bells begin rehearsals!
With the return of our snowbird musicians, Ron &
Jan Ernst, Harbor Bells will return to regular rehearsals,
starting Wednesday, April 24 at 5:30 PM in the sanctuary.
New ringers are encouraged to join the group – all you need is
basic music-reading skills. Need more information? Contact Jan, 360672-0292.
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From the Council: Volunteers needed!

Sanctuary painting

T

A

he OHLC sanctuary will be painted the
week of April 22. It should be a 4-day
project. Please make note of this as you
come and go during this time frame. It will
all be done and aired out by the time we gather for worship on Sunday,
April 28.

t the March 2019 council meeting we
discussed the need for volunteers in
our church life. It would seem we
have grown comfortable with allowing
others to accomplish the tasks necessary to
run a church. I believe there are several reasons why.

Surely everyone is interested in the colors: The Church Council
decided to match the sanctuary wall colors with the trim and wall colors
everyone has enjoyed in the narthex and fellowship hall. Thus, the west
wall which is currently dark purple, will be painted the taupe color used
as trim in the narthex and on the contrast wall in the fellowship hall.
The walls in the sanctuary which are currently yellowish-gold will be
painted the light beige color you see on the rest of the walls in the
fellowship hall.

1. Secular society has been struggling with volunteerism for years. Our
society has changed. Many organizations that rely on volunteers have
ceased to exist. This is not an option in this family of Christ.
2. Sometimes when we have done a job long enough, we believe only we
can accomplish it to the proper degree of perfection. That is a fallacy!
With a 2-year-old granddaughter around the house I’m constantly
reminded of the importance of inclusion. I have to force myself to slow
down and allow Cora to help, and also to compliment her on the level of
accomplishment that she is capable of.

We expect these neutral colors will help show off our liturgical
banners a little better, as well as tie these areas of our building together
with a common color scheme. A fresh coat of paint in the sanctuary is
long overdue, and we think you’ll love these colors! Thank you for your
gifts to the Capital Campaign, which are making this project possible.

We need volunteers in many areas of our congregation. Ushers,
altar guild, the kitchen and coffee hour are just a few areas. In
conclusion: volunteer! Ask if you can help. If you see that someone has
been doing something for a long time, volunteer to help. If you have
been doing something for a long time and are burned out, maybe it’s time
to try something else. If you are asked to help, take a leap of faith and
say “Yes.” Nobody said it has to be forever. However the quickest way
to destroy volunteerism is to criticize the job they are doing. Be patient,
be kind, be Christ-like. Some of the best times in my life have been
while volunteering.
Ron Muzzall, Council President

Thank you!

M

idweek worship services during Lent and
Advent are always a highlight at Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church, especially since they’re
followed by meals of soup and bread!
Thank you to those who have been
volunteering this Lenten season to make these
fellowship meals run so smoothly – those who
share their culinary skills by providing soup,
bread, and fruit, and the wonderful youth and adults who are helping
with set up beforehand and clean-up afterwards.

Lawn mowing volunteers needed for the summer!

A

re you at home on a riding lawnmower? OHLC needs volunteers who can use the church mower and keep our grass
under control this summer. Training is provided!

Are you interested in tracking down a particular soup recipe you
enjoyed at one of these meals? Anita Needler might be able to help.

Talk to Dave Fosnaugh if you’d like more information or make a note on a Connection Card in your
Sunday bulletin.

OHLC’s Table Fellowship
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BookMarks

Mark your calendar!

C

St. Petersburg Russia Men’s Ensemble returns to OHLC

O

oupeville Book Group meets Tuesday, April 9 at 7:00 PM in the
meeting room of the Coupeville Library. Please bring your own
beverage; Marge McNae will provide dessert. Judy Fantauzzi will lead
the discussion of The Opposite of Everyone, by Joshilyn Jackson:

ak Harbor Lutheran Church will host a
special concert of the St. Petersburg
Men’s Ensemble on Saturday, May 4,
at 7:00 PM. The concert is free and open to
the public.
The St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble
includes the talents of Kirill Sokololv,
Sergey Shapinsky, Vadim Smanster, and
Andrei Voloikov, who have performed in
church and concert halls throughout the
United States since 2002. Their concerts
reflect their culture and heritage, with a balance of sacred songs by
Russian composers, including Rachmaninoff, and Russian folk songs.
The members of the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble bring extensive
training and experience to the presentation of their concert selections.
They have sung with many choirs including the State Academic Capella
and the Choir of Smolny Cathedral.
The concert is sponsored by the Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
Kazan, Russia Partnership Committee. A free-will offering will be
received to support their U.S. tour. For more information contact Ken
Grigsby, island66@comcast.net.

Born in Alabama, Paula Vauss spent the first decade of her life
on the road with her free-spirited young mother, Kai, an itinerant
storyteller who blended Hindu mythology with southern oral
tradition to reinvent their history as they roved. But everything,
including Paula’s birth name, Kali Jai, changed when she told a story
of her own – one that landed Kai in prison and Paula in foster care.
With the two of them separated, each holding her own secrets, the
intense bond they once shared was fractured.
These days, Paula has reincarnated herself as a divorce attorney
with a successful practice in Atlanta. She hasn’t seen Kai in 15 years.
Then Kai’s most treasured secret literally lands on Paula’s doorstep,
throwing her life into chaos and transforming her from only child to
older sister. Desperate to find her mother before it’s too late, Paula
sets off on a journey of discovery that will take her back to the past
and into the deepest recesses of her heart.
Fiction, 291 pages

S

econd Wednesday Book Group meets Wednesday, April 10 at 1:00
PM for a discussion of Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and
Redemption, by Bryan Stevenson:
In this moving memoir, Stevenson describes his work as the
founder of the Equal Justice Initiative in Montgomery, Alabama.
Stevenson tells of his experience as a lawyer working to assist those
desperately in need – the poor, the wrongly condemned, and
women and children trapped in the farthest reaches of our criminal
justice system – reflecting on his pursuit of the ideal of compassion
in American justice. Reading this book may make you upset at
times, but it also brings hope.
Nonfiction, 336 pages

Peace be to their memory
Our hearts go out to those in our church family who
have recently suffered the loss of loved ones...
...to Agnes Bos, following the death of her sister, Florence Berglund,
on February 25 in Lacey, WA;

Also available as e-book, audiobook CD, and downloadable audiobook

...to Erwin & Bobbie Dugin, following the death of their son Doug
Dugin on March 14 in Oak Harbor.

Need more information about OHLC’s book groups?
Gaye Rodriguey is the contact person for the Coupeville Book
Group, 360-678-3561. Leona McKee will happily answer your questions
about the Second Wednesday Book Group, 360-675-5712,
bcmac68@comcast.net .

...to former OHLC member Marianne Face following the death of
her husband, Ned, on March 16.
...to Anabelle Mitchell, following the death of her dear friend (and
early OHLC member), Grace Jennerjohn Moody, March 21 in Arizona.
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OHLC Women
opportunities for fellowship, study & service

We’d love to see YOU at the

2019 Women’s Retreat:

Blanket Workshop

Friday, April 26 – Sunday, April 28

Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, April 2 & 3,
beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. No experience needed; newcomers are always
welcome! Drop by and see how you can help, or contact Leona McKee,
360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net.

at Quaker Cove Retreat Center, Anacortes
The theme is

Loving Kindness,
based on Ephesians 4:32:

Circle meetings in April

Be kind and compassionate to one another,
forgiving each other,
just as in Christ God forgave you.

Women’s Circles meet regularly for study, fellowship, and
occasional service projects. Newcomers are always welcome!
4/1 & 15

Lydia Circle meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room.

Retreat leaders

4/4, 11, 18, 25 Deborah Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.
4/16

are
Pastor Cara Tanis, St. John’s Lutheran Church, Bellingham,
cehtanis@hotmail.com,
and OHLC’s own Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com.
Contact Cara or Gaye if you have questions.

Rebecca Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.

Deborah Circle notes:
4/ 4 40-Day Journey with Joan Chittister, Day 11-15, pgs. 42-51.
4/11 Day 16-20, pgs. 52-61.
4/18 Day 21-25, pgs. 62-71.
4/25 Assemble LWR personal care kits & celebrate April & May
birthdays.

Registration forms and fees
are due by Friday, April 12.

Need more information about the Circles?
Lydia Circle: contact Mary Brock, mkb1998@comcast.net, or Peg
Fosnaugh, 360-675-2821.
Deborah Circle: contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com.
Rebecca Circle: contact Colleen Pedlar, ccpedlar@comcast.net.

Full weekend (lodging + meals): $105
Saturday only (2 meals): $50.
Need scholarship information?
Contact Gaye Rodriguey,
gaye@tobysuds.com,
or leave a message
in the church office,
360-679-1561.

HELP NEEDED for LWR spring shipment!
We’ll be loading the bus with boxes of items for Lutheran
World Relief on Thursday, May 2, beginning at 7 PM in the fellowship
hall. Questions? Contact Rita Carter, miss_rita75@hotmail.com.
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Since March was a month of transportation, here are our
students’ responses to “My favorite thing to ride is...”

His Kids Preschool
a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church`

AM Class
Colt: My bike
Zeke: a police car
Elijah: ferries and trains
Levi: trains
Owen: my dad’s horse, Jett
Lawson: my bike
Amy: bicycles
Kennedy: a school bus when I grow up

P

lanes, trains, boats, automobiles, and the Whidbey SeaTac Shuttle –
can you tell that March was transportation month here at preschool?
OHLC’s own Rita Carter swung by in one of the Whidbey SeaTac
shuttles, and picked up the children and took them to Whidbey Coffee
for a yummy hot chocolate beverage. Don’t worry; no one was onboard
who needed to get to the airport! Earlier in the month, North Whidbey
Fire and Rescue came by the parking lot
with their rescue boat and shared with us
about water safety. We made craft projects
for the classroom to help us learn more
about transportation such as school buses,
sail boats and paper airplanes.

Logan Z: a bike
Logan B: a super jet
Lily: an airplane
Easton: bicycles and scooters
Mya: a bike
Ainhara: cars
Scott: a race car
Cole: an airplane

PM Class
Sharon: a train
Aiden: a car
Avery: a scooter
Alina: my dad’s car, it’s blue
William: a bus
Kaitlyn: a train
Paisley: a car
Grey: a bike and a scooter
Taylor: an airplane
Naomi: a car
Adalyn H: a scooter
Adalyn L: my bike
Sadie: a bicycle
Hanna: a train
Charlee: a car
Andi: my mommy’s car because it’s smaller than our van

In addition to transportation, we have been learning about
weather and the daily changes that it brings to us. Our children help give
daily meteorologist report to Ms. Elva and Ms. Michelle what the
forecast is, and is the day like a “lion” or is
it more like a “lamb”? Some of our classroom projects were paper plate lambs with
cotton balls, lions with their manes made
from their hand print – which is a favorite
craft of ours – and finally umbrellas with
rain drops that remind us Jesus is always
ours.

As we close out March and look forward to April, we are
reserving spots for the 2019/20 school year! We still have spots
available; please contact the church office for further information. Our
classroom will be closed the first week of April in observance of spring
break.
God’s Peace – Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle and Ms. Sara

We also had pictures done this month. Our preschool parent
Desmond, of S.Y.E. Photography, graciously gave his time and talent to
take our class and individual photos. The children did so well for the
class photos; we were done in no time at all! What a great memory
keeper for our families as well as an addition to our archives here at His
Kids Preschool.

Included in this newsletter
are Prayer Ventures & The Spirit
for April.

March’s Start Students were Elijah, Kennedy, Levi and Colt
for the morning class, and Naomi, Charles, Aiden and Grey for the
afternoon class. We hope you’re remembering to check the bulletin
board outside our classroom to see their great posters and read the “All
About Me” pages.

The deadline for articles
for the May newsletter
is Wednesday, April 17.
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Compassion Ministry

Hunger Appeal continues this month
During April, we’re continuing our emphasis on ELCA World
Hunger. Remember that we’ll have the opportunity to visit with Sharon
Magnuson, Hunger Appeal Associate Director Sharon Magnuson, on
Sunday, March 31 during the Sunday School hour and following the
10:30 AM worship service.
Please continue to support the Hunger Appeal by your offerings
at our Lenten soup suppers on April 3 & 10, and by making an extra gift
above and beyond your usual offering to Oak Harbor Lutheran Church.
Carol Wall, Compassion Team

Personal Care Kits will be assembled for LWR

D

uring April, we’ll be collecting items for Personal Care Kits, to be
distributed through Lutheran World Relief.

From the LWR website:
Every day, Lutheran World Relief quilts and kits give families around the
world some of life’s essentials, as well as a reminder that they are not
alone. From chronic poverty and conflict to drought and typhoon, the
intensity of humanitarian needs continues to increase.
Cleanliness may not actually be next to godliness, but it certainly helps a
person feel more human. When families find their homes destroyed, or
must flee for their safety, soap and a towel rarely make the cut for what
they can carry. Arriving in a refugee camp or other place of safety, they
are scared, vulnerable, and dirty from the travel. The simple items
included in a Personal Care Kit provide much-needed self-care, critical
germ fighting, and the chance to regain dignity amidst situations of fear
and uncertainty.

Watoto Notes:
Spring cleaning? Start saving! OHLC’s annual Watoto Garage
Sale will be held in June (date to be announced), and we’ll want your
stuff! And don’t forget the Watoto Children’s Choir will be here for a
concert in September (date to be announced)!
Watoto Child Care Ministries in Uganda builds villages with
schools, churches, medical centers, and homes, populating them with
new families built from orphans and widows. Thank you for your help
as OHLC continues our longtime support of this important ministry!
Skip & Judy Lycksell

Donations of the following items are needed:
4- or 5-oz bars of soap, any brand, in original wrapper. Check the
weight carefully – we cannot accept soap smaller than 4-ounce bars.
Adult-sized toothbrushes in original packaging. Toothbrush multipacks may be used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a businesssized envelope.
Dark-colored bath-sized towels, 20-27” wide and 40-52” long.
Light-or medium-weight towels are preferred because they dry out more
efficiently after use, and dark colors are more practical.
Heavy duty combs and nail clippers have already been ordered in
bulk. Please do not donate any items decorated with a US flag, patriotic
or military symbols, or reference to the armed forces, including
camouflage. All items should be new and in good condition. Put
these items in the marked bin in the narthex.
Monetary donations will help cover the cost of bulk items and
whatever else is needed to make up the kits. Put these contributions in
the offering plate or drop off an envelope in the church office.

GO MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL: Update from Peru

N

ick & Shannon
Kraft sent
word their annual
2-month CORE
discipleship
training program
went very well,
especially the
mission trip to
several villages in
a Quechuaspeaking area.
More photos are
posted on the narthex bulletin board.

Rita Carter has scheduled the bus loading of boxes of quilts
and other LWR projects for 7 PM on May 2. See the note on page 14!
Leona McKee
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I forgot what the third “B” was but I do remember the first two.
The second “B” was “Bible;” as a pastor, this not only confused me but
offended me, too. Our weekly Bible studies are doing very well and
seem to be meaningful to our residents, thank you. The one that confused me was the first “B,” though, and that was “Bingo.” My experience is that there are a lot of folks at Josephine who love to play Bingo.
We’ve tried several game-type activities but from what I see, none of
them draws as many as Bingo. Folks at Josephine like Bingo in the day,
at night, Bingo at special occasions, super-mega Bingo, you name it. For
some people, it’s one thing that they look forward to every single week.

Stephen Ministry provides a listening ear
The body is a unit, though it is made of many parts; and though all its
parts are many they form one body. So it is with Christ.
1 Cor. 12:12
The Stephen Minister is an ear, a listening ear. As a part of the
body, the goal of a Stephen Minister is always to listen, say little, pray
for and with others, and journey with those who are suffering during
difficult times.
Sometimes the question comes up, “Is Stephen Ministry pastoral
ministry?” The answer is, “No!” Stephen Ministry instead expands the
pastor’s ministry by providing more trained workers to minister
effectively to the needs of a large congregation.
The pastor’s job is to “equip the saints.” That means that all of
the members of the congregation play a role in the whole body of the
church, each part providing aid and support of every other part. When a
pastor empowers and trains members of the church to work as one
supportive body rather than trying to take on pastoral ministry
singlehandedly, the pastor greatly multiplies the ability to provide
caregiving opportunities to all the church members who are in need.
If you think you could use a listening ear and would like a
caregiver from the Stephen Ministry Team to visit with you, please
contact Gaye Rodriguey, our Stephen Ministry Coordinator, or talk to
me, as OHLC’s Visitation Pastor. Call the church office, 360-679-1561,
to make this connection.
Pastor Marc Stroud

This is also, then, the reason why I am writing this article for you
this month. Going against the trend of staying away from that first
deadly “B,” I would love to attempt to make this game as available as
possible to as many people as possible. This is where you might come
in. We have some people who would love to play but find it difficult to
play because of their mental capacity— and then when they try to play,
some of the people who know how to play get frustrated at them because
they can’t play correctly.
My “ask” this month is for some volunteers who might be
willing to sit alongside some of those who are having trouble playing
and to help them play the game. We like this solution better than
setting up two different Bingo sessions based on mental capabilities.
Would you be willing? The Suites Bingo is every Thursday beginning at
2 PM and lasts no more than an hour. The Meadows (nursing home)
Bingo begins a half hour earlier on Thursday as well. This might be a
perfect opportunity for those who may have said in the past that they
don’t think they could volunteer at Josephine because they wouldn’t
know how to relate to “old people.” Let us know if you might like to try
and help out in this way. I can promise you that it will be very helpful
for the community and a meaningful experience for yourself.

Josephine Caring Community, Stanwood

Bingo!
Dear Partners:

I

There are lots of ways to engage in the life here, so we invite you
to just talk with us. As the weather gets warmer and the sun begins to
shine some more, walking groups outside will begin to resume. We
could always use more helpers in the gift shop. I would love to see art
classes come back. We have some interested folks wanting to knit for
those who are homeless. Or maybe your church has a volunteer project
that you need more hands for and it could be done here at Josephine?
Let’s talk about it and be creative so that we can help the folks here
continue to discover some of the joys of life! God bless you always.

went to an elder care
conference one day and there
was an off-the-cuff comment
about three deadly “Bs” that
facilities should stay away from
because they were overdone or
are passé. It wasn’t the main
points of the presentation so I
didn’t take the time and energy
to have this clarified, but I was, at the least, confused by it.

Warmly, Pastor Andy
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Worship assistants

Financial Report

April 7
Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan
Acolyte: M. Christensen
8:00 AM
Communion Asst.: Tracey Tomlin
Healing
Computer:
Ushers: Dave & Peg Fosnaugh
Prayer
Stroud/Piper
Music: Morning Glory; K. Raasina solo
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: John Totten
10:30 AM
Assisting Minister:
Computer: Luke Spencer
Healing
Communion Asst.:
Music: Harbor Choir; K. Raasina solo
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Prayer
Stroud/Hawley
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
6:30 PM
Cantor:
Assisting Min: Debbie Wysomierski
Piano: Luana Kim

Income
Outgo

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

April 21:
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Gaye Rodriguey
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Ushers: Jeff Margraf, Tom Carey
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Moira Bartrand
Communion Asst.: Carol Reafs
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Assisting Min: Gisela Hawley

Acolyte: Lucas Stone
Computer: Sheila Ryan

Date
8:00 AM
Mar. 3
71
Mar. 10
31
Mar. 17
77
Mar. 24
58
Average Att.
59

Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Matthew Ackerman
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst

Assisting Minister: Ron Ernst
Communion Asst.: Mike Fankhauser
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister: Bobbi Miller
Communion Asst.: Jan McCullough
Music: Praise Team; Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Assisting Min: Margaret Anderson

Acolyte: Don Lesetmoe
Computer: Brock

Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

March

10:30 AM
102
78
120
90
98

Coupeville
14
14
18
20
17

Nursery
0
1
1
1
1

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations April
4 Benedict the African, confessor, 1589
6 Albrecht Dürer, 1528,
Matthias Grünewald, 1529,
Lucas Cranach, 1553, artists
9 Dietrich Bonhoeffer, theologian, 1945
10 Mikael Agricola, Bishop of Turku, 1557
19 Olavus Petri, priest, 1552, Laurentius
Petri, Archbishop of Uppsala, 1573,
renewers of the Church

April 28
8:00 AM

Year to date
$ 80,528
81,219
$ (691)

March 31 will be included in next month’s statistics
Average Sunday attendance: 175

Easter Sunday
Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Ushers: Steve & Martha Ellis
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Trudy Decker
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Assisting Min: Trudy Decker

February
$ 42,850
38,359
$ 4,491

Worship Attendance

April 14
8:00 AM

February

Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Cantor: Carol Wardle
Piano: Kris Bruland

21 Anselm, Archbishop of
Canterbury, 1109
23 Toyohiko Kagawa,
renewer of society, 1960
25 St. Mark, Evangelist
29 Catherine of Siena,
theologian, 1380

This month’s decorative font is

Little Lutheran bags in April: Roberta Koster
11

Willow.

SUNDAY

MONDAY
1
9:00 Stephen Ministry
Training

The church calendar
is updated regularly on
OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

7

Lent 5
Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:10
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30
Youth & Fam. Night 6:30
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
14 Passion/Palm Sunday
Worship
8:00
Youth Choir
9:10
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30

TUESDAY
2
9:00 Blanket Workshop

5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
7:00 North Whidbey NA

7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts

8
9:00 Stephen Ministry
Training
12:00 Munchy Monday

9
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

7:00 North Whidbey NA

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts

15

16

5:30 Girl Scouts

9:00 Stephen Ministry
Training
12:00 Munchy Monday
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
Den meetings
3:00 7:00 North Whidbey NA
Confirmation
5:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
21 The Resurrection
22 Easter Monday
of our Lord
Church office closed
Worship
8:00 9:00 Stephen Ministry
Easter Breakfast
Training
9:00-10:30 12:00 Munchy Monday
Worship
10:30
5:30 Girl Scouts
Den meetings
3:00 7:00 North Whidbey NA
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
28
29
Worship
8:00 9:00 Stephen Ministry
Youth Choir
9:10
Training
Sunday School
9:15 12:00 Munchy Monday
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30
WSMTA Recital
1:30 5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 North Whidbey NA
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

3
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study
9:00 Blanket Workshop

4
10:00 Deborah Circle
10:30 HEART

12:00 Midweek worship
12:30 Soup & Bread
6:00 Overeaters Anon.
12:00 Midweek worship
12:30 Soup & Bread
10
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study

1:30 Kazan Committee
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

23
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

7:00 Boy Scouts

SATURDAY
6

12

13

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:15 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
18 Maundy Thursday

19 Good Friday

20

10:00 Deborah Circle
10:30 HEART

12:00 Worship

11
10:00 Deborah Circle

1:00 Book Group
12:00 Midweek worship
12:30 Soup & Bread
6:00 Overeaters Anon
6:00 Midweek worship
6:30 Soup & Bread
7:00 Harbor Choir
17 Newsletter Deadline
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study

10:00 Rebecca Circle

7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts

FRIDAY
5

6:00 Overeaters Anon
7:00 Harbor Choir

24 OHLC at SPIN Café
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study
11:30 OHLC Staff

5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Overeaters Anon
7:00 Harbor Choir

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
7:00 Worship

7:00 Worship

25 OHLC at SPIN Café

26

27

10:00 Deborah Circle

4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

Women’s Retreat, 26, 27, 28
Quaker Cove, Anacortes

30
The Easter message tells us that our enemies — sin, the
curse and death — are beaten. Ultimately they can no
longer start mischief. They still behave as though the
game were not decided, the battle not fought; we must
still reckon with them, but fundamentally we must
cease to fear them anymore.
—Karl Barth, Dogmatics in Outline

7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts

12

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM;
12:45-3:45 PM
Th, F
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
Spring Break:
April 1-5

