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Pastor’s Page

L

bring reconciliation and the restoration of human community. It only
makes things worse.

The Ten Commandments, Part 2

ast month I described the Ten Commandments as being like a
fence, put in place as a gift to protect us from many dangers and
creating space for us to live with God and with our neighbors. In
the first three commandments God seeks to protect our relationship with
him by commanding us to have no other gods, to use his name properly
with prayer and praise rather than abusing or neglecting it, and by setting
aside time to rest in his presence. As was noted, the sinner
in us often sees this fence as a cage, but the new person
Christ is calling out of us sees it as a gift and a joy. This
month we will be considering the next three commandments, in which God turns his attention to our relationships
with one another.

Next, God turns his attention to the very closest of human
relationships, the relationship between husband and wife. This form of
human relationship is particularly important, as it is the relationship from
which human life springs and within which it is to be nurtured. And so
this relationship gets a commandment of its own: Husbands and wives
are commanded to be faithful to one another. Once again, when Jesus
has his say about this commandment in the Sermon on the Mount, he
opens up the meaning to include even looking upon another with “lustful
intent” (Matthew 5:27-30). In the catechism, Martin Luther follows
Jesus’ lead in expanding the commandment beyond the literal committing of adultery to say that “we should fear and love God so that we lead
a sexually pure and decent life in what we say and do.” The commandment thus applies to everyone, married or not, and to all aspects of life,
calling us to lives of sexual integrity in accordance with God’s will.

Any school teacher will tell you that children who are
not taught to honor, respect, and obey their parents will rarely show
deference to others in authority. Such children can become a handful for
teachers, and if their behavior and attitudes are not corrected they can
eventually become a handful for employers and perhaps even police
departments and the legal system. Basic deference to those in authority
is an essential aspect of human community, and so God seeks to protect
human community by teaching us to honor our parents. This
commandment in no way excuses abusive or neglectful behavior by
parents or others in authority. Neither does it encourage protecting or
submitting to parents or others in authority who are engaging in harmful
or criminal behavior. In such situations other adults might need to step in
and be honored as surrogate parents as they see to a child’s best interests.
Moreover, while parents are always to be honored, marriage constitutes a
new relationship that has priority as “a man leaves his father and his
mother and is joined to his wife” (Genesis 2:24). Even with these
important caveats, however, it is clear God intends for mothers and
fathers to be honored. When they aren’t, human community begins to
fray.

B

y now you’re probably beginning to see that these
commandments are not just a fence. They are also
a mirror. As such, they reflect back to us parts of
ourselves that are painful to look at. We start to think
about the ways we have not honored our parents, or, if
you’re a parent yourself, about the ways we have made it
difficult for our children to honor us. We catch a glimpse
of the anger or sharp words we may have directed at others,
twisting the knife in broken relationships rather than
seeking to heal them. We see that sexual sin goes much
deeper than what we do with our private parts – it involves
our eyes and our thoughts as well.
The commandments are indeed a fence. They protect us by
curbing our outward behaviors. They provide us with space to live in
relationship with God and one another. They are a gift given by a loving
God who wants us to have that safe space to live the kinds of lives he
intends for us. But these commandments are also a mirror which reveals
our sin. Even this mirror is a gift, however. For each time we see our
flaws in this mirror, every time we see ourselves as we truly are and
begin to tremble, we are being driven to Christ, who forgives our sin and
raises us up to a new life where the commandments are written on our
hearts and embraced with joy.

When relationships fray to the point of ripping, we lash out
against each other. The very worst form of this lashing out is murder, of
course, which is forbidden in the fifth commandment. This commandment is not only about murder itself, however. It is about all the ways
we harm others. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us that lashing
out at others with anger and name-calling are also forbidden by this
commandment (Matthew 5:21-26). Such behaviors and attitudes don’t

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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YOUTH & FAMILY NIGHT
AT OHLC!

Mark your calendar!

Sunday, November 4, 6:00-7:30 PM
Lydia Circle invites you to their

We’re having an All Saints party,
and you’re invited!

6th annual

Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, November 3,
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
in the fellowship hall
Set-up begins Friday, Nov. 2, 4:00 PM

Handmade gifts, wonderful crafts, wreaths,
knitted items, birdhouses, handmade dolls,
home-baked items (including lefse!),
holiday décor, Granny’s Attic,
raffle for a handmade quilt,
awesome silent auctions,
many local vendors.

We’ll have ANGEL FOOD CAKE!
We’ll do a special angel-themed craft!
We’ll play hurl-the-halo, and other games!
We’ll learn more about angels and saints!
We’ll join the heavenly chorus with song!

Don’t miss this fun evening
of faith and fellowship
with your fellow saints!
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Growing & Learning

Worship & Music

Adult Education

In Concert: Dr. Jensina Oliver

T

he Bible Project continues! We just finished up the
Torah (the first five books of the Bible) and are now into the
historical books. You can join us anytime! We meet in the
library/fireside room on Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15 AM, and Tuesdays
from 7:00 to 8:00 PM. If you’d like to get caught up on the previous
books we’ve covered, you can visit our church website or Facebook page
for videos and discussion questions from past sessions.

Saturday, November 3
7:00 PM,

Oak Harbor Lutheran Church,
Suggested contributions:
$ 5, Students up to age 18
$20, Adults
$45, Family

Here’s what’s coming up in November:
Sunday, Nov. 4/Tuesday, Nov. 6:
Sunday, Nov. 11/Tuesday, Nov. 13:
Sunday, Nov. 18/Tuesday, Nov. 20:
Sunday, Nov. 25/Tuesday, Nov. 27:

performing piano music of
Scarlatti, Mozart, Chopin,
Brahms & Gershwin

Judges
Ruth
1 & 2 Samuel
1 & 2 Kings

A well-known performer,
teacher, clinician, and adjudicator,
Ms. Oliver earned her DMA at the
University of Washington. She lives in
Seattle with her family.

Sponsored by the Whidbey
chapter of the WA State
Music Teachers
Association.

We’re making progress on the Pictorial Directory
Help us make a joyful noise to God’s glory!

Hello! We have had a great response to
the new photo directory project and are so grateful
for everyone’s cooperation and GREAT SMILES!

There’s still room for YOU in one or more of our music groups!
Harbor Bells rehearse Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 PM
Harbor Choir rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30 PM
Youth Choir (grades 2-5) rehearses Thursdays, 3:45-4:00 PM
Morning Glory rehearses Thursdays, 4:00-5:00 PM
Praise Team rehearses Thursdays, 5:00-6:00 PM

We are taking appointments for Friday,
Nov. 16 from 10 AM to 4 PM. Please call Jan
Kingham at 360-279-2715 to schedule your time
slot.
We are also planning a first-come/first-served photo shoot for
Sunday, Nov 18. We will be shooting from right after the early service
(around 9:00 AM) until 1:00 PM

Joint Thanksgiving Eve service set for November 21

Photos will be available on Google Drive, so please watch your
e-mail for your link to your photos.

There will be a combined Lutheran/
Methodist/Presbyterian Thanksgiving Eve
service held at the First United Methodist
Church (1050 SE Ireland St.), Wednesday,
November 21 at 7 PM. Pastor Spencer will
be preaching. Join us for an evening of shared
gratitude, fellowship, and Holy Communion.

If you do not have computer access, we can print your photos
for a small fee. Please call Penny 360-929-7321 to schedule an
appointment to view and choose your photos for this service.
John & Penny Fowkes
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Looking ahead

Give to OHLC with your smartphone
We have recently partnered with Tithe.ly to
create online giving options for OHLC. You can now
give through your smartphone by downloading a free
app. Just download “Tithe.ly” (the one with the green
logo) from Google Play or Apple. When it is installed
you will be prompted to set up an account. You can then search for Oak
Harbor Lutheran Church. Once you’re set up you can give one-time gifts
with a few taps or set up recurring automatic gifts. (Please note: If you
already have automatic withdrawal tithes set up through Simply Giving,
there is no need to change to Tithe.ly.) An online giving link has been
added to our website as well. All electronic gifts continue to be taxdeductible and will be recorded in your giving statements.

Good things from Fair Trade Winds
CHOCOLATE

CHOCOLATE

CHOCOLATE

NOW do I have your attention?
During November, you will be able to purchase your Fair Trade
Chocolate Advent Calendars from Martha in the church office. This
year’s cost is $8 apiece, and checks need to be payable to Fair Trade
Winds. We did this last year and it was very popular. A limited supply
of these calendars should be available by mid-November.

AND...
Emily Lynn of Fair Trade Winds will be coming to OHLC on
Sunday, December 9 with an array of goods by artisans from
developing nations. Visit their display in Herrigstad Hall between or
after services to peruse a wide variety of gifts. Your purchases directly
support farmers and craftspeople in impoverished lands. In addition, a
portion of the proceeds will be sent to Lutheran World Relief.
If there’s something particular from her website
(www.fairtradewinds.net ) you’d like Emily to bring, just send her an email at emily@fairtradewinds.net.
Carol Wall

Support OHLC as you shop at Amazon.com
Do you use Amazon.com?
Did you know you can support OHLC
at the same time? Bookmark the
following link to participate in AmazonSmile
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/91-6200388 and Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the amount of all your purchases to OHLC! It’s as easy as that!

Save the date for Warm Beach Christmas lights!
We are planning a trip to Warm Beach Christian Camp in
Stanwood on Sunday, December 9 to enjoy the spectacular display of
over a million lights. There will also be carolers and
other live entertainment, food booths, bonfires, and a
giant nativity scene. We have reserved a 46-seat bus
to transport us.
We expect to leave OHLC at 4:00 PM and
return around 9:00. More information, including
ticket prices, will be announced soon. In the
meantime, save the date!

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit
for November.

The deadline for articles for the December newsletter is
Tuesday, November 20.
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BookMarks

T

Women of OHLC

Opportunities for fellowship, study & service

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday,

Nov. 6, 7:00 PM in the home of Trudy Decker, 158
Keystone Avenue. Anni Campbell will provide
dessert and Gaye Rodriguey will lead discussion of Small
Great Things, by Jodi Picoult:

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, Nov.
6&7, beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work
on tied quilts for Lutheran World Relief.

Ruth Jefferson, a labor and delivery nurse, begins a
routine checkup on a newborn, only to be told a few
minutes later that she’s being reassigned to another
patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t
want Ruth, who is African American, to touch their
child. The hospital complies with their request, but the
next day the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth
is alone in the nursery. Does she obey orders or does
she intervene?
Fiction, 503 pages

T

You don’t have to know how to sew to help out
and we’d love to welcome new volunteers, especially
since some of our “snowbirds” have migrated south for the winter. Drop
by and take a look, or contact Leona McKee if you’d like more
information, 360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net .
If you’d prefer to sew at home, we welcome donations of allcotton quilt tops, 60x80” – please no religious, patriotic, or military
symbols.

Circle meetings in November

he Second Wednesday Book Group meets in the church

11/1, 8, 15, 29 Deborah Circle meets in the church library, 10 AM to
noon.

library at 1:00 PM on Wednesday, Nov. 14, for a discussion of
Amish Grace: How Forgiveness Transcended Tragedy, by Donald
Kraybill, Steven Nolt, David Weaver-Zercher:
An excellent coverage of the Amish reaction to the
2006 Nickel Mines school shooting. The authors remain
neutral while describing the tragedy and explaining the
Amish reaction to it. They show great understanding of
Amish theology and thinking. This is a book about
forgiveness, how it works, and why we need it in our
lives.
Nonfiction, 235 pages

11/5

Lydia Circle meets in the prayer room at 6 PM for a
wrap-up on the bazaar.

11/19

Lydia Circle meets in the prayer room at 6 PM for Bible
study.

11/20

Rebecca Circle meets for Bible study at 10 AM in the
library.

Deborah Circle notes: We’re continuing study in Philip Yancey’s book,
The Bible Jesus Read.
11/ 1 – Session 3, Job: Seeing in the Dark, pgs. 41-46
11/ 8 – Session 3, Job: Seeing in the Dark, pgs. 47-56
11/15 – Celebration of November birthdays!
11/22 – Happy Thanksgiving!
11/29 – Session 4, Deuteronomy: A Taste of Bittersweet,
pgs. 57-64

Newcomers are always welcome at book group gatherings! For
more information, contact Gaye Rodriguey (Coupeville group), 360-6783561, gaye@tobysuds.com, or Leona McKee (2nd Wednesday group),
360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net .
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Do you have a favorite color (or colors)? Here’s how our
preschoolers answered that question:

His Kids Preschool

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Morning Class
Cole: Pink
Colt: Orange and blue
Lily: Blue
Elijah: Red
Kennedy: Pink
Levi: Blue
Ainhara: Yellow
Zeke: Red and green

In October, we highlighted the letters O, B, P, and
X, and we learned about nocturnal animals. We cut
and glued paper Owls and finger-painted Brown Bats.
Our Black paper spiders hanging from their silks in the
classroom give a spooky feeling along with the painted
Ovals and circles we made into Pumpkins, and we finished up
the month with a consideration of bones as seen in X-rays.

Afternoon Class
Grey: Orange
Sharon: Blue
Avery: Purple
Alina: Pink
Sadie: Pink
Adalyn: Purple
Edwin: Red
Aiden: Blue and red

Speaking of pumpkins, our October field trip was to Case
Farms, where we got see a variety of their animals such as cows,
turkeys, kittens, peacocks, chickens, ducks and their big dog
named Mouse. We had a beautiful, sunny day to harvest some of
their very best pumpkins to take home with us.

Logan B: Blue and red
Mya: Pink
Lawson: Green and dark blue
Logan Z: Blue and green
Easton: Blue
Amy: Blue
Owen: Green and pink
Scott: Blue

Logan G: Green
Charlee: Pink
Hanna: Blue
Paisley: Pink
Naomi: Purple and pink
Kaitlyn: Pink and purple
Taylor: Purple and pink
Andi: Red and orange and purple
and yellow

God’s blessings to you as we continue to enjoy this fall weather!

October is also when we have Open House. We invited our
preschool families to our beautiful classroom, and the children
then gave their parents a tour of the different areas of the room,
as well as showing some of the projects they have been working so
hard to complete! The room was full of activity and the children
had such excited looks on their faces as they got to come to school
at night and their parents/guardians actually got to stay a little
for while. It’s a special, fun evening for everyone.

Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, and Ms. Sara

Happy Thanksgiving
from
His Kids Preschool!

The month ended with being able to come to work in our
jammies, a.k.a. our yearly PJ party! Games and stories were a
part of this fun day, as well as preparing a surprise for our
parents. Unfortunately all fun things must come to end, and
alas we must now wait another year to wear our jammies to
work again.
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Compassion Ministry

Pastor Emilio is also part of a Synod project called El Camino on
the Road, encompassing Everett, Stanwood, Salem, Freeborn, Everson,
and Peace Lutheran Churches and working with Pastor Esau Cuevas to
further develop Hispanic presence in the Lutheran church. Pastor Emilio
also serves on the ELCA churchwide Latino Ministry Association and
does pastoral care at Skagit Valley Hospital, where he’s the only
Spanish-speaking chaplain. When they need “someone who is brown
and speaks Spanish,” he’s there.

El Camino de Emaus: “If we close the door,
the Spirit comes through the window”

N

ovember’s Compassion Team emphasis is El Camino de Emaus,
a Synod-endorsed Hispanic Lutheran ministry in Burlington and
the Skagit Valley. Your donations to this ministry, given above
and beyond your regular commitment to OHLC, will be greatly
appreciated.
Pastor Emilio Benitez will be with us during worship on Sunday,
November 11. His congregation meets at Burlington Lutheran at noon
on Sundays, but his ministry is much wider than his congregation.
For the past four years, he has worked with Hispanic students in
after-school activities, and with tutoring during the summer. The project
has grown into a summer program serving over 250 students and meeting
at Skagit Valley College (SVC). The students take classes and are able
to use the theatre area. Bilingual SVC students have been recruited to
help tutor and receive payment for their work, so it’s a double win. It’s
all done with the cooperation of the president of SVC, and the City of
Burlington helps with busing the kids to the college. Some of the participating students are from El Camino de Emaus and some from the
Episcopal church, but most are simply people from the community.
Pastor Emilio gets involved in the lives of his congregation.
About 5 families worship regularly at El Camino in their quarters at
Burlington Lutheran. This year, two girls turned 15 and celebrated their
Quinceañera with their church community. The brightly-colored festival
decorations were left up in the church building afterwards, sharing them
with the regulars of Burlington Lutheran. Making connections between
the Hispanic and Anglo congregations is part of El Camino’s mission.
Maura, a single mom, was helped by OHLC’s Deborah Circle a
few years ago, making donations of quarters for laundry when she had no
washer and dryer where she lived. One of Maura’s teenaged sons died
and Pastor Emilio helped with funeral planning and grief counseling. In
another family, the father died and the mother was left with 3 children.
Pastor Emilio is helping her through grief counseling and – with his
landlord’s permission – put a trailer on his lot for her to live with her
children until she can get back on her feet. Some people have been
affected by recent immigration policies. El Camino assisted a family be
reunited when the mother and child were put in different ICE locations.

Pastor Emilio states, “We are living in a moment of progressive
transformation. The Lutheran Church is not dying. The Spirit is
pushing. If we close the door, the Spirit comes through the window.”
Carol Wall

N EWS

FROM

SPIN C AFÉ :

Volunteer celebration dinner held for SPIN volunteers

O

n Monday October 15, about 40 or more SPIN Café volunteers
(including several from OHLC) gathered at Frasers restaurant and
were honored for their service. It was a beautiful experience. Each
volunteer received a small recognition presented by Vivian Decker and
Penny Fowkes. One of the highlights of the evening was to be together
with the staff and volunteers from many different organizations and
churches who all come together to make SPIN work.

Join us for SPIN’s annual celebration, November 17
A fine-dining event will benefit SPIN Café, Saturday, Nov. 17,
6-9 PM at the Coupeville Rec Hall, 901 NW Alexander St., sponsored by
Serendipity Catering. Tickets are $100 per person and include one raffle
entry for 2 for a Best of the Island dining package, valued at $250 each.
Buy tickets at www.spincafeoh.org or call 360-682-5949 for ticket info.
This annual raffle includes dinner at places like Frasers, Rustica,
Oystercatcher, Gordon’s and Island Nosh. This year’s restaurants will be
announced and 2 prizes will be awarded. In addition June Z will do the
“regular” raffle where you will be able to buy “an arm’s length” of
tickets for $10 Maybe you’ll win one of June’s famous apple pies!
Carol Wall

Thrivent dollars for SPIN: If you have benefits, insurance, etc.,
through Thrivent Financial, you can call 800-847-4836 to designate
dollars to SPIN Café (a 501 C3). It’s worth looking into.
-- Bob Wall
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Stephen Ministry is your ministry

End of Life discussion series offered at St. Stephen’s

ak Harbor Lutheran Church is a place of fellowship and community. Here we form circles of
friends who support us in times of need.
Here we claim the compassionate love of Christ as
our model for treating one another, and when we
meet together in worship we express Christ’s love as the way in which
we should act to all people, even strangers.
Sometimes, however, we find that our compassionate circle of
friends is not enough to help us through troubled times. Sometimes it
takes more. Often, when we have suffered a failure, an accident, or the
death of a loved one, we find ourselves frustrated, isolated and
depressed. Community gatherings become a burden and we long for a
gentler, more comforting interaction with people on a one-to-one basis.
When we are going through such difficult times, we are looking
for a listening ear rather than a crowd of high-spirited friends. Stephen
Ministers are trained to provide that listening, supportive, one-on-one
relationship to help us through the hard times. Stephen Ministry is
especially a ministry that maintains confidentiality and a sensitivity to
our spiritual nourishment. if you are going through a difficult time and
feel a Stephen Minister might be of help, please contact Gaye Rodriguey,
Pastor Spencer, or Pastor Stroud through the church office, 360-6791561, or office@oakharborlutheran.org.

I

O

n the month of November, Hospice of the Northwest is partnering
with St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church in Oak Harbor to offer a 4-part
interactive series on End of Life planning. Featuring medical professionals, legal counsel and final arrangement experts, this promises to be
an exceptional opportunity to learn and speak with presenters about the
information we all should have as our life draws to a close.
This event is free and open to the public, and refreshments are
provided each week. This will be a combined discussion and panel
format with plenty of opportunities for attendees to learn about aging in
place, legal documents needed for advanced care planning, end of life
caregiving, and final arrangements.
St. Stephen’s is located at 555 Regatta Drive, Oak Harbor; the
series is offered on the Wednesdays in November, 11:00 AM to 1:00
PM. If you have questions or plan to attend, contact the Rev. Dennis
Taylor, 360-661-1551.
Nov. 7 – Introductions and overview; aging in place, with Kaaren
Flint, Education Liaison at Hospice of the Northwest
Nov. 14 – Legal documents and introduction to forms, with Andy
Schuh, Attorney-at-Law, and Dana Brothers, Hospice of
the NW
Nov. 21 – End of life disease progression and social worker panel,
Hospice of the Northwest and WhidbeyHealth Hospice
Nov. 28 – After death: panel discussion for arrangements with Paul
Kuzina, Whidbey Memorial, and Jason Easton, Evans
Funeral Chapel

Stephen Ministry classes begin in January
Plans are underway for a new training of Stephen Ministers at
OHLC. We already have a healthy list of interested members, but we
can always take on more. We’re seeking men and women from within
the congregation who feel called to a ministry of compassionate, active
listening to those who are enduring pain and isolation in their lives.
Here is what is required of volunteers:
40 hrs. of training (about 2 ½ hours per week), beginning in January.
Availability to help others within the limits of time commitments.
Continuing supervision with a Stephen Ministry Leader and other
commissioned Stephen Ministers.
2 years’ commitment to the congregation to assist as a Stephen
Minister (includes training time).
If you’re interested, contact Gaye Rodriguey or Pastor Stroud
through the church office, 260-679-1561, office@oakharborlutheran.org.

Memory loss? Reconnect using scrapbooks

S

crapbooks can help if you’re experiencing memory
loss or if you have a loved one with trouble
recalling events. Join us in learning how to use a combination of photos and journaling to jog your memory or reconnect with
a loved one (this can be especially helpful if you’re visiting someone!).
OHLC’s Debbie Reetz will offer a class on Friday, Nov. 9, 5:00
PM in the library at church; supplies will be available to make a onepage layout and get you started on your album. The cost is by donation.
If you have questions or plan to attend, text Debbie at 360-632-6413, or
leave a verbal message at 360-679-4426.

Pastor Marc Stroud
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A time to laugh

we find laughter in a 75-year old comedian named, Jeanne Robertson
(one of these days, I would love to get a collection of her DVDs to have
on hand here), who once joking with one of her Baptist friends about
playing the slot machines said: “It’s not gambling, because gambling
would mean that you would actually have the chance to win—if those
dials happen to come up as “7-7-7,” and money
started pouring out of those holes, that’s not gambling;
that would be called a miracle!” And can you hear the
laughter and joy as I bring my English Bulldog to
work with me, complete with her cute wrinkly face
and stubborn personality?

- Josephine Caring Community
Stanwood

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under
heaven...a time to laugh; a time to mourn…
- Ecclesiastes 3:1, 3

A

s you can imagine, my work at Josephine will see people
through to the end of their earthly lives. Today, I am mourning
the death of one of my colleagues. It was her time to pass into
God’s loving arms, but we will truly miss this child of God.
What I would like to focus on here, though, is what we do up until
then. Death will come on its own, with or without our help. We have
become sort of experts on mourning and focusing on losses – sometimes
for very good reasons, especially when our bodies are in ill health. What
we may need to spend more energy on, though, is finding times of life
and laughter in between. As much as I believe that God is present when
we pass, and I truly believe that – I also believe God is present during
times we laugh – really laugh, that belly kind of laugh, that laughing out
loud kind of laugh. I think it was for this that we were also made.

Pray that Josephine would not only be a place where folks might
die well, but also a place where folks might discover laughter in the
meantime and live! May our hard work in social justice also have this as
a goal for all of God’s children. We pray that you may also find time to
laugh as well—and laugh out loud!
Chaplain Andy
Josephine Caring Community

Did you catch the divine humor in the creation text we had a few
weeks ago? As God was trying to find a partner for Adam, I could
picture each animal coming up to Adam to present themselves: “Moo?”
...Nah, that’s not going to work… “Chirp?” ...Mmm, no… “Neigh?”
...Yeah, right, try again… “Meow”... I thought we were trying for a
partner, not a pet!... Also imagine the joy and laughter when Adam
finally met Eve: “At last, bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh.”

Congregation news
Another daughter for Whidbey’s Three Sisters Farm family!
Congratulations to Jen & Tom Jones following the birth of their
daughter, Molly! She joins her almost-2-year-old sister Cora. Molly’s
proud grandparents are Ron & Shelly Muzzall and her delighted aunts
are Jessica Hart and Roshel Donwen.

I am also inspired by my colleague who just passed away. As she
lived more than a year longer than the doctors originally gave her, there
were certainly times of deep sadness as she faced the realities of her own
mortality, but she also spent most of that time looking for life and
laughter among her family and friends.
It is in that spirit that you will find me walking with folks both in
their sorrows AND as I
encourage them to discover
times of joy and laughter.
We laugh at worship as I find
humor in reflecting about my
own life in my sermons. Up
in the Assisted Living Suites,

In sympathy
Our hearts go out to Barbara Wilson, following the death of her
brother, Alfred Bothum, Jr.
We also received word of the death of former OHLC member
Glenn Eckard.
Peace be to their memories;
peace to those mourning their loss
10

Worship assistants

Financial Report

November 4
8:00 AM
Healing
Prayer:

10:30 AM
Healing
Prayer:

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Georgette Anglum
Communion Asst.:
Ushers: Fosnaugh family
Music: Praise Team

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer: K. or M. Brock

Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger
Communion Asst.: Rita Carter
Music: Harbor Choir

Acolyte: Ryleigh Bruce
Computer: Luke Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst

Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Assist. Min/Comm. Asst: Gisela Hawley

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Ushers: Margraf family
Music: Morning Glory
10:30 AM Assisting Minister: Rita Carter
Communion Asst.: Rita Cline
Music: Harbor Choir
6:30 PM Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Assist. Min/Comm. Asst: Carol Snoble

September
$ 42,818
39,181
$ 3,638

Income
Outgo

Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

Year to date
$ 322,847
337,403
$ (14,555)

Worship Attendance

Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

Date
8:00 AM
Sept. 30
74
Oct. 7
74
Oct. 14
63
Oct. 21
73
Oct. 28
82
Average Att.
73

November 11
8:00 AM

September

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Choir Accompanist: Kim
Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Cantor.: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

October
10:30 AM
110
139
109
91
118
113

Coupeville
24
19
26
22
21
22

Nursery
4
1
0
3
3
2

Average Sunday attendance: 210

November 18
Acolyte: Natalie Stone
Computer: Donna Aspery
Choir Accomp.: Kim; Verna
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Rees Myers
10:30 AM
Computer: Anders Spencer
Choir Accomp.: Kim; Verna
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Cantor: Carol Reafs
6:30 PM Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Assist. Min/Comm. Asst: Margaret Anderson Piano: Kris Bruland
8:00 AM

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Ushers: Ellis family
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Amy Bruce
Music: Harbor Choir; Youth Choir

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
1 All Saints’ Day
3 Martin de Porres, renewer of
society, 1639
7 John Christian Frederick Heyer,
1873, Bartholomaeus
Ziegenbalg, 1719, Ludwig
Nommensen, 1918, missionaries
11 Martin, Bishop of Tours, 397,
Søren Kierkegaard, 1855, teacher
17 Elizabeth of Hungary, 1231,
renewer of society

November 25
Assisting Minister: Tom Piper
Acolyte: Lucas Stone
Computer: K. or M. Brock
Communion Asst.:
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
10:30 AM Assisting Minister: Mark Needler
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Music: Carol, Miria & Tom
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Cantor: Kim
6:30 PM Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Assist. Min./Comm. Asst.: D. Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland
8:00 AM

23 Clement, Bishop of Rome,
c. 100, Miguel Austin Pro,
1927, martyr
24 Justus Falckner, 1723,
Jehu Jones, 1852,
William Passavant, 1894,
pastors in North America
25 Isaac Watts, hymnwriter, 1748
30 Andrew, Apostle

This month’s decorative fonts are
Adastra Royal and Adastra Black.

Little Lutheran Bags in November – Jodi Kirko
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November

SUNDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

Not what we say about our blessings,
but how we use them,
is the true measure of our thanksgiving.
- W.T. Purkiser

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

4 Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30
Den meetings
3:00
Youth/Fam. Night 6:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
11
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30

TUESDAY

6

12:30 Munchy Monday

9:00 Blanket Workshop

5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
bazaar wrap-up
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 North Whidbey NA

6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts

12 Veterans Day
Church office closed

13
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
2:00 Coping Through The
Holidays/WhidbeyHealth
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts
20 Newsletter Deadline

14

15

11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Book Group

10:00 Deborah Circle

10:00 Rebecca Circle

11:30 OHLC Staff

Den meetings
3:00 6:00 SPIN Café Board
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
18
19
Worship
8:00
Directory photos, 9AM-1PM 12:30 Munchy Monday
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15 5:30 Girl Scouts
Worship
10:30 6:00 Lydia Circle
Bible study
WSMTA Recital
1:30
Confirmation
5:00 6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
25
26
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15 12:30 Munchy Monday
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts
27
9:30 Stamping Group

8
10:00 Deborah Circle

9:00 Blanket Workshop
11:30 OHLC Staff
5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
21

3:45 Youth Choir
4:00 Morning Glory
5:00 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
22 Thanksgiving Day
Church office closed

29 OHLC at SPIN Café

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts

3:45 Youth Choir
4:00 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:15 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council

7:00 Thanksgiving Eve
Worship at 1st United
Methodist Church
7:00 Overeaters Anon
28 OHLC at SPIN Café

5:30 Harbor Bells
5:30 Girl Scouts
6:00 North Whidbey NA
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

3:45 Youth Choir
4:00 Morning Glory
5:00 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Bus loading for
Lutheran World Relief

5

5:30 Girl Scouts

7

THURSDAY
1
10:00 Deborah Circle

7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

12

3:45 Youth Choir
4:00 Morning Glory
5:00 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

FRIDAY
2

SATURDAY
9 AM – 2 PM
Lydia Circle’s

3

HOLIDAY BAZAAR
4:00 Set up for bazaar

9

7:00 PIANO CONCERT:
Dr. Jensina Oliver
Daylight Savings ends –
turn clocks BACK
one hour tonight!
10

5:00 Scrapbooks for
memory loss
16
10 AM – 4 PM
Directory picture day;
call Jan Kingham for
appts., 360-279-2715

17

23

24

30

2:00 Pack 4098
Thanksgiving potluck

HIS KIDS
PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
12:45-3:45 PM
Th, F
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
No classes on
Nov. 12, 21, 22, 23

