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neighbors in the love of Christ. All of this is important,
don’t get me wrong, but it occurred to me that maybe
we’re forgetting something more fundamental when it
comes to youth ministry. Maybe we’re forgetting to
simply kneel down to their level, meeting them where they are, and
loving them.

’
Camp Grandmas and Youth Ministry



e said he had an upset stomach, but he may have talked himself
into one. He was in his second night at Flathead Lutheran Bible
Camp (FLBC) and the reality of spending a week away from
home was now really sinking in. His camp counselor seemed to understand what was going on, because he didn’t go to the nurse on standby.
Instead he went to one of the Camp Grandmas. Camp Grandmas at
FLBC consist of older women who volunteer to spend a week at camp,
helping out here and there with crafts, games, and light chores. Often
they are called upon to provide that soothing support only grandmothers
can give.

The children in our congregation and our community have a lot
on their minds, a lot on their hearts. Many of them are hurting and
afraid. Some of the kids in our Navy families spend nine months or
more apart from a parent on deployment, usually their fathers. Navy
moms can tell you all about the anxiety and displacement their kids feel
in those seasons of separation. Other kids among us have been given
unfettered access to technology where, intentionally or not, they are
accessing information that is frightening and images that are harmful.
Children of divorce nurse wounds that most adults gloss over so as not to
offend the parents involved. Some of our youth have been touched in
one way or another by the opioid crisis. All of our kids are living in a
post-Christian society which is filling them with all kinds of ideas which
are at best ambivalent about God and more often outright hostile towards
a Christian worldview. C. S. Lewis once wrote that our longing for
peace in this broken world is evidence that we are “homesick for
heaven.” I believe kids today are especially so.

She practically leaped from the volunteer table in the middle of
dinner, thrilled to be asked to help out with this homesick camper. A few
minutes later I saw her out in a quiet corner of the dining hall deck with
this young boy. She was bent down awkwardly on one knee, but
betrayed no sense of discomfort. She intuitively met him at eye level.
She listened as he spoke. When I looked up again a few minutes later the
boy’s face had collapsed into the tears he wouldn’t dare show to his
cabin mates. I watched as he nodded his head repeatedly in response to
the sweet words of comfort spoken by his surrogate grandma, an
angel with a camp bandana instead of a halo. She hugged his
homesickness away. His stomach ache was miraculously
cured! He wiped his tears away, took a deep breath, and
then headed back to his cabin’s table to finish his dinner.

We have a great year of youth ministry lined up and I’m excited
to get it all going. I’m especially excited to be working with Beth
Stephens this year as our new Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator.
As a congregation we will provide opportunities for fun in a spiritually
healthy environment. We will teach the faith. We will serve our
neighbors.

I had this same kid later in the week in the canoeing
class I helped teach and he was having a blast. I saw him at
worship and he sang and did all the silly dances. I saw him at
the Passion Play at the end of the week as he sat engrossed in the story of
Jesus’ great love for us. I don’t think it is an exaggeration to say his
week was saved by this Camp Grandma. She loved him like he was her
own grandson, and in so doing she took some of his fears away. Her
love helped him to see Christ’s love.

But I think the Camp Grandmas remind us of something even
more important about youth ministry, something more fundamental,
which is simply for all of us to love and care for all the kids in our
community of faith. With this in mind, can you make an effort this year
to get to know a child in our congregation, learning their names? Can
you make a point of kneeling down to their level and listening to them,
really listening? Can you love them like they are your own children or
grandchildren? In doing so you may well do more than heal a stomach
ache. You just might help them to see the love of Christ.

This observation during my week at camp this summer got me
thinking about youth ministry. We often think about youth ministry in
the church as programs we put on to help kids have fun in a spiritually
healthy environment. We put a lot of emphasis on youth ministry as an
educational endeavor, forming young hearts for faith in Christ. We get
our youth to do service projects so they can learn about serving our

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
Please see the related announcement on pg. 4
about our upcoming Child Protection Policy training.
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HEADS UP!
SEPTEMBER 9 IS KIND OF A BIG DEAL!

New Bible study program
beginning at OHLC this fall!

+ Our Normal Worship Schedule Resumes



+ It’s “God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday

Please note our services will once again be held at 8 & 10:30 AM!

his program year at OHLC, Pastor
Jeff will be leading a study through
the grand sweep of the Bible, from Genesis to Revelation.
We won’t cover every book, but we’ll cover most of them! We’ll be
using short videos from The Bible Project to introduce each book, and
then delve deeper into that book with select verses to study and discuss.
There will be THREE WAYS to participate in this Bible study:

Get out your yellow t- shirts as our Sunday School
students put together school kits for Lutheran World
Relief in Herrigstad Hall from 9:15-10:15 AM. This
lesson in serving our neighbors will be the first Sunday
school “class” of the year. Thank you for the generous
donations of notebooks, pencils, pens, rulers, pencil
sharpeners, crayons, erasers and scissors during our August
ingathering!

+ Sunday mornings in the library, 9:15-10:15 AM
+ Tuesday evenings in the library, 7:00-8:00 PM
+ Online at a time and place that works for you!
In September we’ll be covering Genesis and Exodus. We kick
things off on Sunday, September 9. Here’s our schedule:
Sunday, Sept. 9/Tuesday, Sept. 11:
Sunday, Sept. 16/Tuesday, Sept. 18:
Sunday, Sept. 23/Tuesday, Sept. 25:
Sunday, Sept. 30/Tuesday, Oct. 2:

Genesis, Part I
Genesis, Part II
Exodus, Part I
Exodus, Part II

+ Blessing of the Backpacks!
Kids are invited to bring their backpacks or other school bags for
a special blessing during Children’s Time at both services. Teachers are
welcome to bring their bags too!

Online versions of the study will be available at our website and
Facebook page, and will be posted each Tuesday. It is our hope that as
many members as possible can participate. Let’s make this a year of
exploring the scriptures and deepening our understanding of God’s Word
for us!

+ Adult Education Begins!
We begin a new Bible study program which will get us exploring
the Bible from Genesis to Revelation! We meet in the library from 9:15
to 10:15 AM.

Summer’s last hurrah: Youth & Family Night, September 2!

+ Child Protection Policy Training

Join us for the first Youth and Family Night of the
new program year! On September 2 we’ll say goodbye to
summer as we gather from 6:00 to 7:30 PM for summerthemed games, root beer floats, and family-friendly
devotions. All are welcome!

We will meet in the sanctuary at noon for a 30-minute training
session on our Child Protection Policy at OHLC. All members are
encouraged to attend. For those who will be working with minors at
OHLC, this session is MANDATORY. (See related announcement on
page 4.)
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Keeping our children safe at OHLC

Munchy Monday

The horrific stories coming out of the Roman
Catholic Church recently remind us all of the importance
of good practices and policies to keep children and
adults safe as they participate in the life of the church.
We have a strong policy at OHLC, but it is
only effective if everyone is trained in it and
following it diligently. Our next training session will
be offered on Sunday, September 9 at Noon. All are
encouraged to attend this 30-minute training session. Any volunteers
who will be working with minors are required to attend. It is good for all
of us to have a periodic refresher in what our expectations and procedures are for maintaining a safe, healthy environment for our kids.

Come join us at Munchy Mondays,
OHLC’s early-release outreach to Oak Harbor
High School students! We are looking for
volunteers to help in the kitchen, to hang out
with the students, to donate food items, or just
to donate! All help is needed and wanted.
Do you have a great smile? We LOVE
welcoming faces! Do you enjoy shopping? Come shop with US! Do
you like to bake? These kids LOVE to eat!
EVERYONE can help at Munchy Monday this fall, starting
September 17, 12:30 to 3:00 PM on Mondays. An orientation meeting
will be held before we get started, at noon on the 17th.
If you’re interested in participating, sign up on the opportunity
section of a your Connection Card bulletin insert or contact me at
bethasteph@gmail.com.
Beth Stephens

Sunday School resumes September 9!
We’re looking forward to another great year
of growing in faith, starting with Rally Day on
Sunday, September 9. Kids (and any parents who’d
like to join us) will meet in the sanctuary at 9:15 AM
for a meet & greet with the teachers. Then we’ll see
a short video on God’s Work, Our Hands, and move
into the fellowship hall to do our service project ( details on page 5!).
Regular classes for Pre-K through Grade 12 will resume
Sept. 16 in the education wing, with the Whirl curriculum for the
younger grades, and a new series, Feasting on the Word, for middle and
high school classes.
We’re still in need of substitute teachers for the school year!
If you’re available, please let us know!!
Angela Stone & Mary Brock

Ferguson Scholarship awards $8,000 for the school year



ak Harbor Lutheran Church’s Teresa Ferguson memorial
Scholarships have been awarded for the 2018-2019 school year.
Each student received $1,000 for higher education pursuits.
Congratulations to them all!
Recipients and their schools are:
Juliet Aspery – Washington State University
Lauren Aspery – Johnson & Wales University
Ben Danielson – St. Olaf College
Will Danielson – Washington State University
Mariah Harbaugh – Western Washington University
Hayley Lundstrom – Washington State University
Joshua Margraf – Gonzaga University
Ethan Marx – Eastern Washington University

Confirmation kick-off BBQ set for September 16
Confirmation students (those in 7th & 8th grades) and their
families (siblings welcome) will meet on Sunday, September 16 at 5:00
PM for a BBQ potluck to kick off the new year and distribute schedules
and materials. Burgers and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side
dish to share.

All monies available for the 2018-2019 school year have been
awarded; applications for this renewable scholarship are now closed until
spring of 2019.
Shanna Lundstrom
Scholarship Committee
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Communion bread-bakers needed!
Our thanks to the two faithful
bakers who kept us supplied with
communion bread the entire summer! Now
it’s time to recruit a few more volunteers!
The recipe is provided, and expert coaching
is available.

Make a joyful noise – join a choir!



njoy the special fellowship that comes from making music with
fellow Christians and share your gifts in worship to the glory of
God. OHLC has 5 regularly-meeting music groups – 4 vocal and
1 instrumental – and all are welcoming to newcomers! Rehearsals are
just beginning; now’s a great time to get involved!

Bakers are needed for the 3rd & 5th Sundays in September (Sept.
16 & 23) and the 1st & 3rd Sundays in October (Oct. 7 & 21). If you can
help on any of those days, contact Leona McKee, 360-675-5712,
bcmac68@comcast.net, make a note on a bright yellow Connection Card
found in your Sunday bulletin, or leave a message in the church office,
360-679-1561.

Rehearsals begin Wednesday, September 5:
Harbor Bells: rehearses Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 PM
Harbor Bells is our handbell choir
and rings occasionally at both services
Director – Jan Ernst
Jan says... Calling all ding-a-lings! It would be great to use all 3 octaves
of our handbells. New ringers are always welcome, high school age and
above – you should have “basic” note recognition and counting skills for
this group. Come join us; we’ll hand you a bell (and show you what to
do with it). It’s fun! Contact me if you have questions.

There will be a Worship & Music meeting on Tuesday, Sept. 18,
9:00 AM in the library.
Cynthia Fletcher’s new address is 2883 Blooming Alamanda
Loop, Kissimmee, FL 34747.

Harbor Choir: rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00-8:30-ish PM
Sings regularly at our 10:30 AM services
and on other special occasions
Director – Ron Ernst
Ron says... Harbor Choir starts the fall season with a new director (me),
and my pianist wife, Jan. Now IS the time for you to join the choir
family to help us sing praises to our Lord! New music! New director!
WOW!!! What a time to join! We have room for you!!!!!


Our hearts go out to those in our church family who have
recently suffered the loss of loved ones...

Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 13:
Youth Choir: rehearses Thursdays, 3:45-4:00 PM

...to Sharon Erickson, following the death of her stepfather, Nick
Pisani.

For grades 2-5, sings periodically at both services
Director – Verna Morgan

... to Frank Moore, one of our Coupeville service regulars, following
the death of his wife, Pesky;

Morning Glory: rehearses Thursdays, 4:00-5:00 PM
Sings at our 8:00 AM services
Director – Verna Morgan

... to Katie Zimmerman, following the death of her brother, Charles
Kallestad.

Praise Team: rehearses Thursdays, 5:00-6:00 PM

+

Sings contemporary music periodically at both services
Director – Verna Morgan
5

+





Manuel, Sharon Mayer, Taylor Tallman, Kaitlyn Williamson.
(Underlined students are in families that are members or friends of
OHLC). Please keep our staff and the children in your prayers as we
start a new year, as well as everyone who is returning to school.

25




ctivity is starting to happen within the His Kids Preschool walls!
Ms. Elva and Ms. Michelle are making lists of supplies, parents
are being contacted about conference times, and the handbook
has been updated. Soon His Kids will open its doors for its 25th year, on
September 10! 25 years of children coming through these doors is a little
hard to comprehend – especially for Ms. Sara, the mother of an almost21-year-old who attended His Kids – but it does make us aware of how
time moves quickly when you’re not looking.

We wish everyone a blessed September,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, and Ms. Sara





he Coupeville Book group will meet at Gaye Rodriguey’s

house, 228 Rhodena Drive, 360-678-3561, on Tuesday,

Our schedule from last year remains the same, as many parents
liked the extended time for their children. Our classes are Monday,
Tuesday & Wednesday from 9:00 AM to 12:00 noon and 12:45 to 3:45
PM. The Pre-K Readiness program is offered Thursday & Friday from
9:00 AM to 12:00 noon.

September 4 at 7:00 PM. Dessert is provided by Judy
Fantauzzi, and Jean Congdon will lead the discussion of Dog Years (a
memoir), by Mark Doty:
When Mark Doty decides to adopt a dog as a companion for his
dying partner, he brings home Beau, a large, malnourished golden
retriever in need of loving care. Joining Arden the black retriever to
complete their family, Beau bounds back into life. Before long, the
two dogs become Doty’s intimate companions, and eventually the
very life force that keeps him from abandoning all hope during the
darkest days.
Dog Years is a poignant, intimate memoir interwoven with
profound reflections on our feelings for animals and the lessons they
teach us about living, love, and loss.
Nonfiction, 216 pages

During the first week of September, parents and children will be
coming in for their conference times to meet Ms. Elva. New students
will receive book bags, returning students will pick up their t-shirt, and
they all will get their cubby and special drinking glass for snack time.
During the first few weeks of school, the children will get acclimated to the classroom and their routines, as well as get to know one
another! In addition, they’ll learn colors, shapes, and the letters
C, A, and O. At the end of the month, the children will
go to the Oak Harbor public library on their first
field trip of the year. Many of these little ones will
be receiving their first library card!

church library on Wednesday, September 12 for a consideration of
he Second Wednesday Book Group meets at 1:00 PM in the

We have a few openings left in the afternoon program. If you
know of a family looking for a preschool for their 3- to 4-year-old child
who would benefit from a play and learn environment, please have them
contact our church office.

The Girl Who Wrote in Silk, by Seattle-area author Kelli Estes:
Inara Erickson’s discovery of an elaborately-stitched piece of
fabric in her deceased aunt’s island estate leads her to the century-old
story of Mei Lien and a difficult truth about her aunt. Inspired by true
events, the setting is Puget Sound, Washington Territory in 1886 and
modern-day Seattle and Orcas Island.
Fiction, 372 pages
Also available in E-book and Audiobook CD

Join us as we welcome our 2018/19 HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Cole Baldwin, Zeke Barnhart, Lily Barajas, Owen
Brannon, Logan Brown, Amy Carvallo, Elijah Cavell, Colt Evans,
Kennedy Fierro, Scott Hardy, Lawson Lankhorst, Easton McKeown,
Levi Pawlak, Ainhara Ramirez, Mya Williams, Logan Zinzani,
Naomi Bahn, Charlee Crusoe, Avery Diaz, Andi Eller, Logan
Graystone, Adalyn Hope, Paisley Jorden, Hanna Kolasch, Alina
STUDENTS:

For information about the Coupeville group, contact Gaye
Rodriguey; gaye@tobysuds.com ; Leona McKee’s the one to contact about
the 2nd Wednesday group, bcmac68@comcast.net .
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NW Washington Synodical Women’s Organization



Retreat

Circle meetings in September
Women’s circles meet regularly for Bible study,
fellowship, and occasional service projects. Newcomers are welcome!
9/6, 13, 20, 27 Deborah Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
9/10,24
Lydia Circle, bazaar workshop, 6 PM, education wing
9/17
Lydia Circle, Bible study, 6 PM in the prayer room
9/18
Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library

September. 21-23, 2018
Warm Beach Conference Center, Stanwood

Attitudes are Contagious

Deborah Circle notes: Our circle meetings last until noon. This month,
we’ll begin a new study by Philip Yancey, The Bible Jesus Read.
9/ 6: Session 1, Is the Old Testament Worth the Effort?, pgs. 9-15
9/13: September birthday celebrations
9/20: Session 1, Is the Old Testament Worth the Effort?, pgs. 16-22
9/27: Session 2, Understanding the Old Testament?, pgs, 23-31



f attitudes are contagious, are yours worth catching? Retreat speaker
Barbara Bell will consider the importance of cultivating right attitudes in all the places where women engage today. Recognized for
her humor, biblical insight, and clear and engaging presentation, she
speaks from her passion for friendships among women and for refreshing at the feet of Jesus from a biblical perspective. As she shares on a variety of
topics of particular interest to women, she
seeks to encourage women to become more
com-mitted to the Savior and more
connected to one another as they serve
Him.

Lydia Circle checks in
Wow! What a summer! Our little group continues to grow and
rejoice in God’s abundant love. We have been meeting on Mondays at
6:00 PM for Bible study and bazaar crafting.
In September, we won’t meet on Labor Day, but we will gather
for crafting in one of the education wing classrooms on the 10th & 24th.
Bible study will be in the prayer room on the 17th to begin our new
series, Self-Study Bible Course by Derek Prince. Copies of the book are
still available if you’d like to come check us out and share fellowship.
Towards the end of September, Peg Fosnaugh will once again
endeavor to make calls to one and all, asking for donations for the
bazaar, which will be held on November 3. She will be asking for baked
goods, craft items, auction items, and gently-used but well-loved items
for Granny’s Attic. All proceeds stay at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
and we welcome your gifts of generosity. Thank you in advance!

Cost is $150 if registered before Sept. 6; $165 afterwards. The
site at Warm Beach has rooms that sleep 2-3 people, with private bath.
All rooms have a queen bed plus 2 sets of bunk beds or a trundle. Friday
check-in is 4:00 PM. NO dinner will be served that night, so it’s
suggested you eat a late lunch.
A portion of our offerings will go to Skagit County Coalition
Against Trafficking. They are providing someone to give us a briefing
of our I-5’s onslaught (we’re not talking car congestion) and a description of their work. Offering checks can be made out to NWWA SWO
and sent to Jan Hunter, 3802 James St. #57, Bellingham, WA 98226.
For more information, visit
https://gallery.mailchimp.com/fead1c761763dffd0668ccf98/files/02b490
f3-8b38-448e-9fbf-8b5e1e2627b4/ECHO_JULY_Issue2018.pdf .

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, Sept.
4&5, beginning at 9 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied
quilts for Lutheran World Relief. You don’t need to know how to
sew to help out. Come join us! If you prefer to sew at
home, we welcome donations of all-cotton quilt tops, 60x80”,
(please, no religious, patriotic, or military symbols).

Gaye Rodriguey, board member,
Synodical Women’s Organization
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The people we serve are as much a blessing to us as we
are to them; our ability as human beings to love one another in
all circumstances is paramount to our civilization. It is my
hope that we will make the difference which our founder
Vivian Decker has seen, and that each of us will feel the joy
that comes from a job well done.

September’s focus is SPIN Café



PIN Café (Supporting People In Need) is our September emphasis at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. This congregation has enthusiastically and generously supported
ported SPIN for the past several years, and we provide a regular
team of volunteer servers and order-takers during mealtimes on the last
Wednesday and Thursday of each month.

We’re looking for kitchen volunteers to work with our
awesome Chef Tangiler in the kitchens at Oak Harbor
Methodist Church and Oak Harbor Presbyterian. She is a joy
to be around, and cooking these meals is a great experience.
It reminds me of growing up – big family dinners at my Aunt
Lois’ house, everyone pitching in, playful conversations, a
really great time! These opportunities are on Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 12:30-4:30 PM; as usual, the more the merrier!
We’re looking for 2 to 3 regular helpers, 1 day or more a
month, so we can fill up our schedule.

Many homeless and low-income people in our area use SPIN
services to stretch their budgets so they don’t have to make a choice
between paying rent and having a hot meal. Since we’re on duty at the
end of the month, when budgets are especially tight, we often serve 60 to
70 guests in an evening. Our volunteers provide a friendly, compassionate and familiar presence for our guests. Last month, it was a particular delight to see one of OHLC’s young grade-school-age students
making his way around the tables, taking orders and serving food to
guests as if he were a seasoned restaurant waiter. You’ve got to be proud
of this, folks! He represented all the best of Christian hospitality as he
served SPIN’s customers that evening.

Dinner service is Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday,
3:30-6:30 PM, and we can always use an extra hand or two.
We’re so happy to have regulars from different organizations,
church teams, club teams, etc., that take 1 or 2 days a month
as a regular outreach to the community. I’d love to have a few
more, so if you have a group that’s interested, please contact
me!

The relationship that OHLC has with SPIN goes beyond
volunteering for meal service. Half of the SPIN board of directors are
OHLC members, who provide guidance and expertise to ensure the
program’s success. Our own Penny Fowkes has joined the staff as
Volunteer Coordinator at SPIN, working to guarantee volunteers are
available for many SPIN services. Penny schedules people helping with
the food prep at two local churches and the sale of our popular shopping
bags at the Coupeville Farmers Market, as well as food service
volunteers at SPIN on other days of the week. Let’s hear from Penny
herself:

Keep your ears and eyes peeled for more
information about a new location for SPIN Café! As
we move into next year, SPIN is poised to upgrade its
facilities to provide a permanent kitchen for meal
services, training and drop-in services as well as onsite showers and laundry facilities. Watch for information on our Capital Campaign Program!
Remember, September is your opportunity to
learn more about SPIN and to give a donation above and beyond your
regular OHLC support – just indicate SPIN Café in the memo line of
your check. If you’d like to volunteer as part of OHLC’s monthly
serving team, see the sign-up sheets in the narthex on the Compassion
Team area of the bulletin board. If you have questions, contact Carol
Wall, 360-320-9466, or carolhage@gmail.com.

Allow me to introduce myself. I am Penny Fowkes,
Volunteer Coordinator for SPIN Café. I am very excited to be
here at SPIN and working with some awesome volunteers!
After participating with the OHLC group for the past few
years, I started working at SPIN on February 22, 2018, and I
am doing my best to meet each of our volunteers personally,
putting names and faces together and enjoying the enthusiasm
everyone has shown me.

Carol Wall, Judy Fantauzzi, Marc Stroud, and Penny Fowkes
contributed to this article.
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more from Compassion Ministry

Deadline approaches for ELCA statement on Women & Justice:
The ELCA Task Force on Women and Justice:
One in Christ has released “Draft of a Social Statement
on Women and Justice.” Your voice is needed and
the deadline is Sunday, September 30, so there’s
still time to make your response!
The draft is in two sections: basic theses and
fuller explanations, which speak about how sexism
harms us all in church and society. The task force
wants to hear from you and your community about the
content of the draft and this innovative format. Find the draft,
supplementary materials, information on ordering a paper copy, and the
response form at www.elca.org/womenandjustice . Respond to the draft
on your own, study it with a group or attend a synod hearing.
Our church believes the Spirit speaks through a community of
moral discernment. What are we being called to say? “We recognize
patriarchy and sexism are ‘a mix of power, privilege, and prejudice.’
They prevent all human beings from living into the abundant life for
which God created them,” the social statement draft says.
Gaye Rodriguey

Stephen Ministry:
A long history at OHLC, and a new class starting in January



tephen Ministry is a one-to-one lay ministry, founded in 1975 by
Dr. Kenneth Haugk, a pastor and clinical psychologist. The
ministry began with just 9 people trained in his own church and
quickly spread around the world. Today, Stephen Ministers provide an
international support system for churches in over 170 denominations.
The ministry is named after St. Stephen, the first layperson
commissioned by the Apostles to provide caring ministry to the early
Christian community (Acts 6). Following the example of Stephen,
trained ministers serve as compassionate, faith-filled, skilled, and
confidential supporters of the pastor and their church.
The Stephen Ministry logo is a cross with
two figures. The cross reminds us of Christ in our
caring relationship. The broken figure behind the
cross reminds us how we all are broken by our own
sin and imperfections. The whole figure in front of
the cross reminds us of the wholeness we can
encounter through the transforming power of Jesus
Christ crucified. Jesus is the one who heals us through his love; Stephen
Ministers are the representatives of Christ’s healing and support within
the Christian community.

Game night fundraiser supports local ministry
Mighty To Save Ministries is a
local non-profit organization formed to
assist young adults wanting to transition
from a life of addiction to one of
sobriety. They’ve announced their first
ever MtSM Game Night fundraiser, featuring a Family Feud tournament,
Friday, Oct. 26, 7:00-9:00 PM at the Elks Lodge, 155 NE Ernst St.,
Oak Harbor.
Come watch the live action (general admission is $10) or create
a team ($100). Teams are made up of 5 players. MtSM encourages
teams made up of families or organizational members, to create a healthy
atmosphere of local competition and the chance to win bragging rights.
See the poster on the narthex bulletin board for
information or visit their website, www.mightytosaveministries.org and
click on Events.

Stephen Ministry has been active at OHLC for over 24 years.
Care has been offered to scores of individuals, both in the congregation
and in the community. Stephen Ministers have been there for people
enduring grief, death, loneliness, health issues, and other difficulties.
The number of commissioned Stephen Ministers at OHLC has
varied from 6 to 12 active-duty members at any given point, but the
church itself has been blessed with many members who have received
the training and then go on to use these listening techniques in other
aspects of ministry.
Gaye Rodriguey and I are the current leaders of OHLC’s
Stephen Ministry. If you’re interested in being trained in this marvelous
ministry, please contact one of us. We’ll be forming a new class in
January 2019.
Pastor Marc Stroud
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“conversation” that I stopped her in the hallway later that day and made sure
I let her know that she had a real gift. And lastly, another time I heard a
Suites resident coming to me and telling me to check in on her tablemate
because she ate very little during dinner. No doubt that there are many more
times of special care that my one pair of eyes are not privy to but I thought
that I’d share these few with you as they registered with me this month.
Peace to you all!
Chaplain Andy, Director of Spiritual Care
Josephine Caring Community

A caring community

home from a Yee (my family name)
s I am writing today, I am coming

Association gathering in San Francisco where our U.S. headquarters is located. When the Chinese came to this country, Family Associations were
established to help foster family ties in foreign lands where families lived
much more spread out. However, my main reason for this article is not to
talk about family associations but to share a particular experience during this
trip.
You see, my parents are experiencing some health issues. My dad
has Alzheimer’s and my mom has a spine issue that causes her balance
problems while standing and walking. I like to support our Family Association gatherings but one of my main reasons for going on this trip was to
give my parents assistance. The problem came on the second day of the
gathering when my parents had to be in two places at the same time. Dad
had to be at a delegates’ meeting and Mom wanted to take a tour of San
Francisco with the other non-delegates. How was I supposed to keep both of
them safe? I can’t express how blessed I felt when a group of women, on
two separate occasions, offered to take care of and guide my mom - helping
her on and off the bus and holding her hand when she needed to walk during
the tour on this day and the next. This allowed me to be with Dad at his
meetings to help him get where he needed to be at the right time and to not
get lost in the process. Everything went tremendously smoothly, Dad was
able to fulfill his duties as a delegate of our NYC Family Association
chapter, Mom had a great experience on the tours while making some really
good acquaintances, and I was able to allow both of my parents to
participate in an Association that has meant so much to them for so many
years.



mur from behind the couch cushions or from under

ave you been hearing voices at home lately? A mur-

your favorite reading chair? If the whisper is saying,
“Take me home,” then it’s most likely a book that needs to
be returned to the church library! [Please note the Library Committee is
not the group to contact about any other voices you may be hearing...]
OHLC’s library is a great place to find reference and background
materials for Bible study and helpful publications on issues such as caregiving and other challenges in life, as well as nonfiction and fiction for
all ages. We have a good selection of children’s books and several
shelves devoted to large print.
We appreciate your book donations but may not be able to
accept them all for our shelves. Please contact Leona McKee (360675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net) before you drop them off!
The Library Committee

My heart is warmed when I see this same caring community surface
at Josephine. I noted, just before I left for that San Francisco trip, the care of
one therapist guiding one of our rehab folks down the hall, pushing them to
stretch their abilities, because everybody wants to “go home yesterday,”
while at the same time having their hands ready behind them in case they
would happen to lose strength. In another occasion, while I listened in on
one of our volunteers conversing one-on-one with one of our memory loss
residents, I noted how patient she was in the conversation, all the time
looking with loving eyes, and staying focused in the conversation until she
found something to joyfully connect with in the shared experience. Another
time, I noted how another volunteer had the ability to see one of our Suites
residents with so much respect that he is taking the time to learn Norwegian
from her. And still another time, I was so moved by one of our childcare
daycare workers at how lovingly she was able to sit among our kids,
beautifully smiling, actively listening to them and engaging them in

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit
for September. This issue of The Spirit includes some
thoughts from Kirby Unti as he looks towards the end of his 5year term as Bishop of the Northwest Washington Synod.
The deadline for articles for the October newsletter is
Thursday, September 20.
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September 2
Assisting Minister: G. Rodriguey
Acolyte: J. Christensen
9:30 AM
Comm. Assts.:Hawley/Fankhauser Computer: Luke Spencer
Healing Prayer:
M. Stroud, T. Piper
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs
6:30 PM
Assisting Minister: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland
Communion Asst.: Ben Bruland

Income
Outgo

July
$ 32,015
33,280
$ (1,265)

Year to date
$ 251,038
260,952
$ (9,914)

September 9 B a c k t o t w o m o r n i n g w o r s h i p s e r v i c e s !
8:00 AM

Assisting Minister: Ron Ernst
Communion Asst.: Wendy Wilson

10:30 AM

Assisting Minister: Rita Cline
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Assisting Minister: Margaret Anderson
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

6:30 PM

Acolyte: Natalie Stone
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland


Date
9:30 AM
July 29
154
Aug. 5
130
Aug. 12
130
Aug. 19
(Picnic) 162
Aug. 26
141
Average Att.
143

September 16
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Bobbi Miller
Communion Asst.: Jan McCullough
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Assisting Minister: Curt Davis
Communion Asst.: Curt Davis

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

Coupeville
25
27
26
27
26
26

Nursery
3
0
0
—
0
1

Average Sunday attendance: 170

September 23
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.: Candi Amarelo
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister: Keith Yeager
Communion Asst.: Carol Reafs
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Assisting Minister: Carol Snoble
Communion Asst.: Carol Snoble




Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Mary Brock
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

2 Nicolai Frederik Severin Grundvig,
bishop, renewer of the Church, 1872
9 Peter Claver, priest, missionary to
Colombia, 1654
13 John Chrysostom, Bishop of
Constantinople, 407
14 The Holy Cross

September 30
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: K. Krotz-Sperry
Communion Asst.:
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir
Assisting Minister: Craig Pedlar
Communion Asst.: Bob Wall
Music: Harbor Choir; Youth Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Assisting Minister: Charles Wardle
Communion Asst.: Charles Wardle

Acolyte: Kenzie Mathieu
Computer: Kelly Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: John Totten
Computer:
Organ/Piano:
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

17 Hildegard of Bingen,
abbess, 1179
18 Dag Hammarskjold,
peacemaker, 1961
21 Matthew, Apostle
& Evangelist
29 Michael and All Angels

This month’s decorative font is .
Little Lutheran bags in September: Jan McCullough
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SUNDAY
Healing prayer
at the morning service
Worship
9:30
2

Youth & Family Night
6:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
9
Rally Day
Backpack/book bag blessing

Worship
8:00
God’s Work, Our Hands:
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30
Child Protection Policy
Training
12:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
16
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30

3

MONDAY
Labor Day
Church office closed

TUESDAY
4
Preschool Conferences
9:00 Blanket Workshop

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 North Whidbey NA
10

6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts
11

His Kids Preschool:
First day of classes
for the new school year!
5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
bazaar workshop
6:30 SPIN Café board
7:00 North Whidbey NA
17

12:00 Munchy Monday
orientation
12:30 Munchy Monday
5:00 Girl Scouts
Confirmation
5:00 6:00 Lydia Circle
Bible study
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 North Whidbey NA
23
24
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15 12:30 Munchy Monday
The Bible Project
9:15
Worship
10:30 5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
bazaar workshop
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 6:00 North Whidbey NA
30
Worship
Sunday School
The Bible Project
Worship

WEDNESDAY
5
Preschool Conferences
9:00 Blanket Workshop
11:30 OHLC Staff
5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
12
11:30 OHLC Staff

9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

1:00 Book Group

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

18

19
11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Library Committee

9:00 Worship & Music
10:00 Rebecca Circle

7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts
25
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
7:00 The Bible Project
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board/Review

THURSDAY
6
10:00 Deborah Circle
10:30 CADA Support
Group

13
10:00 Deborah Circle
10:30 CADA Support
Group
3:45 Youth Choir
4:00 Morning Glory
5:00 Praise Team
5:30 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council
20 Newsletter Deadline

SATURDAY
1

OHHS home game –
church parking lot in use

8

14

15

6:00 Knitting Group

1:00-8:30 PM
Council Retreat

OHHS home game –
church parking lot in use

21

22

28

29

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon

3:45 Youth Choir
4:00 Morning Glory
5:00 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

26 OHLC at SPIN Café

27 OHLC at SPIN Café

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
.

FRIDAY
7

3:45 Youth Choir
4:00 Morning Glory
5:00 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

OHHS home game –
church parking lot in use

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
8:00
9:15
9:15
10:30

By all these lovely tokens

Conferences, Sept. 4&5
Classes begin Sept. 10!

September’s days are here,
With summer’s best of weather

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

And autumn’s best of cheer.
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

- Helen Hunt Jackson

www.oakharborlutheran.org
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M, T, W:
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
12:45-3:45 PM
Th, F
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM

