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Pastor’s Page

I hear God’s Word, I am reminded that I am forgiven
and loved. As I receive the Lord’s Supper, I am
fed with that forgiveness and love. All of this
works together to give me a sense of wholeness,
making me complete, sound. It roots me once
again in right relationship with God, moving my
heart to greater openness to seeking right
relationship with all those around me. The peace
I receive in church isn’t so much about my
emotions, which vary. It is about my identity in
Christ, which makes me whole.

Why Church? Part Two: Peace

[Jesus said:] “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid.” John 14:27
“And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7

T

his article is the second in a three-part series seeking to articulate
specific tangible reasons for being active, participating members of
the church. These are my personal reasons for why I find church
life so meaningful, not only as a pastor but as a Christian. In offering
them, I hope you will be prompted to reflect on your own reasons for
participating in the life of the church, and in so doing be better equipped
to share your reasons with others. These three articles are not an
exhaustive list of my reasons – more like my top three. Last month I
wrote about community. This week, in at number two, is peace.

Our Sunday worship concludes with the sending: “Go in peace,
serve the Lord.” The latter exhortation changes seasonally – but not the
former. We always say, “Go in peace.” Gathering with God’s people
around Word and Sacrament shapes how I live the rest of the week as a
whole person. Having been “righted” by Christ Jesus, I go with the
assurance of his gracious and loving presence throughout the week. The
inevitable struggles of human life are ever-present, but they are put in
proper perspective. They wield less power over me. Knowing who and
whose I am brings a measure of contentedness no matter what is going
on around me. I do indeed go in peace.

Peace, biblically speaking, is much more than the common
understanding of peace as the absence of strife or hostilities or anxiety.
The biblical concept of peace (Hebrew: shalom) includes a sense of
wholeness. It means being in right relationship – first and foremost with
God, but also with others. It means to be complete, to be sound.

Why church? Because it is at church – through immersing
oneself in the life of the church – that Christ Jesus gives his peace, peace
that the world cannot give. It is through regular, consistent, ideally
weekly worship that we are shaped by the peace that surpasses all
understanding. It is at church that we are reminded of who and whose
we are. This is much more than a peaceful, easy feeling (Sorry, Eagles).
It is the ongoing process of being swept up in God’s shalom.

I find peace at church. This doesn’t mean I’m never anxious . In
fact, on Sunday mornings my mind is usually racing rather than restful.
There are so many details to tend to! And
even after more than 18 years of preaching, I
still get nervous about it. Leading worship on
Sunday morning is always deeply meaningful
For me, finding
to me, but it isn’t a calm, relaxing experience.
peace at church has

I hope you “Go in peace” on Sunday mornings. I hope you will
share that peace with others by inviting them to join us. So very many
people are searching for a peace the world cannot give them. They can
find it at church, but they’ll never know that unless they come – and they
probably won’t come unless they are invited.

more to do with
being reminded by
God of who, and
whose, I am.

For me, finding peace at church isn’t a
matter of being lulled into a calm emotional
state, though prayer, scripture readings, choir
anthems, and Holy Communion often help
calm my Sunday morning jitters. For me,
finding peace at church has more to do with
being reminded by God of who, and whose, I am. As I see the font, I am
reminded that I am a baptized child of God, joined to Christ forever. As

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Growing & Learning

Adult Education in June: A Study in Christian Character
Pastor Marc Stroud is leading a 3-session series, A Study in
Christian Character, A look at Paul’s 2nd Letter to the Corinthians,
Chapters 4-6, which began on Sunday, May 27. It’ll continue on June 3
& 17 (with time off on June 10 for the congregational meeting), 9:15 AM
in the library.

Everyone’s invited...

YOUTH & FAMILY NIGHT
AT OHLC
Sunday, June 3, 6:00-7:30 PM

Thank you, Sunday School teachers!
We want to thank all the teachers who have put in so much time
and effort to teach God’s Word to our children and youth this past year:

Join us out back at the fire pit for roasted hot dogs,
s’mores, outdoor games, and closing prayer time around
the fire! All are welcome!

 Angela Stone - Director
 Heather Myers, Peg Fosnaugh, and Jodi Kirko - PreK-K
 Karen Lesetmoe - 1st&2nd Grade
 Kerri Totten and Jan Kingham - 3rd&4th Grade
 Martha Ellis and Beth Stephens - 5th&6th Grade
 John & Penny Fowkes – Luth Youth (7th-12th Grade)
 Mary Brock, Heather Quick, and Amy Spencer – Substitutes
 Jan McCullough - Bulletin board artist

Order your OHLC t-shirts & hoodies!
OHLC T-shirts and hoodies are available for
order from Ashley’s Design through June 15. Youth
and adult sizes are both available, as well as longsleeve and women’s cut options. We are selling
these at cost to create greater visibility for our
congregation in our community. Order yours and
wear it around town!
All orders will be taken online. Simply
visit: www.ashleysdesign.com/ohlc to place your order. The store
closes on June 15, and our order will arrive approximately two
weeks later. If you need help ordering on-line, the office staff at OHLC
can assist you. Just give us a call!

On Sunday, June 10, we will honor our Sunday School teachers
during worship, and the classes will finish off the year with a potluck
party at 9:15 in the education wing.

Registration now open for Camp Lutherwood
We have a wonderful camp right in our own
back yard, on the shores of beautiful Lake Samish
in Bellingham. Camp Lutherwood is currently
taking registrations for summer campers. You can
register online at www.camplutherwood.org.
Through gifted funds from the
OHLC Men’s Group (The Brotherhood of St. Bernard)
we are able to offer a limited number of partial camp
scholarships. Please contact the church office if you are interested.
Check out the large bulletin board in the narthex this month for more
Lutherwood information!
Still. have questions about Lutherwood? OHLC’s Mike Dilley is
a member of the board and he’s the go-to guy for answers.

Grad Sunday will be celebrated June 10
Join us as we celebrate Grad Sunday on
Sunday, June 10. We will bestow upon Will
Danielson his very own quillow (a custom-made
quilt that folds into a pillow), as well as a blessing
and our prayers as he marks this milestone. We will have a cake
reception after the 10:30 AM service.
Oak Harbor High School’s Class of 2018 Baccalaureate will be
Sunday, June 10, 3:00 PM at Family Bible Church, 2760 Heller Street.
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more from Growing & Learning...

Boomerang those baby bottles!
Those who picked up baby bottles on Mother’s
Day to fill with cash, change, and/or checks as part of the
fundraiser for the Pregnancy Care Clinic (PCC) in Oak Harbor
are reminded to bring them back to OHLC on or by Father’s
Day, June 17. Thanks to all who participated!
If you have any questions about our local PCC or would like to
get more involved in their ministry, talk to OHLC member Morrie
Parker, who serves on the PCC board.

VBS day camp news!

W

e had a wonderful time at the Muffins
with Moms event for Mother’s Day.
Thank you to all who attended and
donated towards Vacation Bible School. Thank
you to the Brotherhood of St. Bernard for preparing muffins for this
event, serving, and cleaning up afterwards. You are much appreciated!
VBS Day Camp is approaching! Here are two reminders:
Volunteer space is still available for 6th graders and above,.
including junior counselor opportunities for those who have
completed 7th grade and up. The volunteer board is located in the
narthex. You may also contact me at christianeeve1@yahoo.com for
questions and sign-ups.

1

June 17: Father’s Day at OHLC
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Your vocation as a Christian father is
so very important, not only to your family
but to the church and to society as well.

“When a father goes ahead and washes diapers or performs some other
mean task for his child…God, and all his angels, is smiling.”
Martin Luther
Hey Dads! You matter!

Please sign up your children (completed K - completed Grade 5)
for day camp early! In order to have an accurate headcount, we are
pre-registering this year. Please have all registrations in by June 18.
Tell your friends!

This Father’s Day we want to
celebrate you with a special Fellowship Hour
after both worship services. We will have
DONUTS! Lots and lots of donuts. Some
might even have bacon on them. All are welcome and encouraged to join
us as we celebrate the dads, grandpas, and father figures of OHLC.

Here is the new donation list for Day Camp. Take a look and see
what’s on the list!
 Dish soak tub/foot soak tub  Baby shampoo
 Cornstarch
 Slip ‘n’ Slides
 Large tarps
 Dixie Cups (small; not hard plastic)
 Food coloring (any colors you have to spare around your kitchen!
These items are for water day games and activities. The games
look like great fun and I hope we can gather all the items so we can play
all of them!

Scholarship applications are due!!
OHLC’s Theresa Ferguson Memorial
Scholarships are open to the congregation’s
graduating high school seniors and others
attending college. The deadline for firsttime applications is Friday, June 1; the
deadline for renewals is Friday, June 15. Pick up an
application in the church office or contact Shanna Lundstrom, 360-6721383, the5lranch@comcast.net .

Any questions or comments may be directed to Pastor Spencer,
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org, or to me, christianeeve@yahoo.com.
Christiane Weber
VBS coordinator
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Worship & Music

Important items for your calendar

Summer worship schedule begins June 24:

Sunday, June 10

ONE SERVICE – 9:30 AM
June 24 - September 2

Semi-annual congregational meeting

All voting members of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church are
encouraged to attend our semi-annual meeting, which will be held on
Sunday, June 10 from 9:15 to 10:15 AM. We will be electing council
and endowment committee members, hearing a budget update, and
receiving reports from our ministry teams. Written reports will be
available in the narthex before the meeting.

Our summer worship schedule was so popular
last year that we’re doing it again. Join us as we come
together as one congregation during the summer season!

Praise Band thanks!
Thank you to participants in our Praise Band on Pentecost
Sunday: Sophia Lesetmoe, Mackenzie Mathieu, Luke Spencer, Peter
Spencer, Anders Spencer, Tom Piper, Bruce Seltveit, Lousie MuellerO’Meara, Marj McNae, John Miller, David Ridle , Luana Kim. Thanks,
too, to Peter Spencer and his baritone for helping Pastor Spencer
illustrate ‘the sound of a mighty wind’ for the children’s message!
Verna Morgan

Tuesday, June 26

Brotherhood of St. Bernard, 4th annual
Who Let the Dogs Out? lunch & meeting

On Tuesday, June 26, the Old Dogs & Young Pups of the
Brotherhood of St. Bernard will gather at Ft. Ebey State Park picnic area.
This is the fabulous location of our first such summertime gathering;
directions will be posted later. Start time is 11:30 AM; bring Bibles and
an appetite.
Yes, literal old dogs and young pups may come too if
they’re on a leash.
Once again, there will be recreational activities: this year’s we’re
adding scuba diving, hang gliding, tree climbing, surfboarding [ED.
NOTE: Tom, if you provide the photos we’ll put them in the next
newsletter] and power naps after lunch. Regular attendees are
encouraged to invite someone new to join us.

CREDO
St. Petersburg
Men’s Ensemble
returns to
Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

Friday, June 8, 7:00 PM

Tom Piper

T

he Russians return! OHLC’s Russian Partnership Kazan Committee
will host a special concert of Credo St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble
on Friday, June 8, at 7 PM. The concert is free and open to the public.
Featuring fantastic Russian male singers, the ensemble includes the
talents of Kirill Sokolov, Sergey Shapinsky, Vadim Smanster, and
Andrei Volikov, who have been performing in churches and concert halls
throughout the US since 2002. Their concerts reflect their culture and
heritage, with a balance of sacred songs by Russian composers and
Russian folk songs. A free-will offering will be received to support their
US Tour.
Ken Grigsby

Sunday, August 19

Church picnic set for Aug. 19

Mark your calendars for our church picnic at the Muzzall farm!
We’ll have worship in the barn at 11 AM, followed by a barbecue
potluck, games, and fellowship. Directions and more information will be
coming later this summer.
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Second Wednesday Book Group

Book Marks

June’s gathering is Wednesday, June 13, 1:00 PM in the
library, for a discussion of Without You There Is No Us, by Suki Kim:

Coupeville Book Group
June’s meeting is Tuesday, June 5, 7:00 PM in the home of
Trudy Decker, 158 Keystone Avenue (360-678-5301). Jean Congdon
will provide dessert and Gaye Rodriguey leads the discussion of Station
Eleven, by Emily St. John Mandel:

It is 2011 and all universities in North Korea have been shut down for
an entire year. The students are sent to construction fields except for
the 270 highly rated in their studies. These students become the classes
of Pyongyang University of Science and Technology or PSTU. In the
walled compound, portraits of Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il look down on
the students in every room. Suki Kim, a volunteer American teacher,
offers a moving, incalculably rare glimpse of life in the world’s most
unknowable country and these young men she calls soldiers and slaves.
Kim taught at PSTU for one year.
Nonfiction, 291 pages
Also available as downloadable audiobook and e-book

Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the
famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack onstage during a production
of King Lear. That was also the night when a devastating flu pandemic
arrived in the city, and within weeks, civilization as we know it came to
an end.
Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the
altered world with a small troupe of actors and musicians. They call
themselves the Traveling Symphony, and they have dedicated
themselves to keeping the remnants of art and humanity alive. But
when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter a violent
prophet who will threaten the tiny band’s existence. And as the story
takes off, moving back and forth in time, and vividly depicting life before
and after the pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all
will be revealed.
Fiction, 333 pages

July’s meeting is Wednesday, July11, 1:00 PM in the library,
to consider Hidden Figures: The American Dream and the Untold Story
of the Black Women Mathematicians Who Helped Win the Space Race,
by Margot Lee Shetterly:
Before John Glenn orbited the earth or Neil Armstrong walked on the
moon, a group of dedicated female mathematicians (known as “human
computers”) used slide rules, pencils, and adding machines to calculate
the numbers that would launch the rockets - and astronauts - into space.
Among these problem-solvers was a group of exceptionally talented
African American women, who had taught math in the South’s
segregated public schools. These women were called into service during
the labor shortages of World War II.
Hidden Figures follows the interwoven accounts of four African
American women who participated in some of NASA’s greatest
successes, as they faced challenges, forged alliances, and used their
intellect to change their own lives and their country’s future.
Nonfiction, 346 pages
Also available as e-book and DVD

July’s gathering is Tuesday, July 3, 7:00 PM in the home of
Donna Rieb, 1011 Summit Loop (360-678-6185). Trudy Decker will
provide dessert and Jan Heideger leads the discussion of Lilac Girls, by
Martha Hall Kelly:
New York socialite Caroline Ferriday has her hands full with her post at
the French consulate and a new love on the horizon. But Caroline's
world is forever changed when Hitler's army invades Poland and then
sets its sights on France.
An ocean away Kasia Kuzmerick, a Polish teenager, senses her carefree youth disappearing as she is drawn deeper into her role as courier
for the underground resistance. In a tense atmosphere of watchful eyes
and suspecting neighbors, one false move can have dire consequences.
For the ambitious young German doctor, Herta Oberheuser, an ad for
a government medical position seems her ticket out of a desolate life.
Once hired, though, she finds herself trapped in a male-dominated realm
of Nazi secrets and power.
The lives of these three are set on a collision course when the Kasia is
sent to Ravensbrück, the notorious Nazi concentration camp for women.
Their stories cross continents as Caroline and Kasia strive to bring justice
to those whom history has forgotten.
Historical fiction, 487 pages

Would you like more information
about OHLC’s book groups? For the
Coupeville group, contact Gaye Rodriguey,
360-678-3561, gaye@tobysuds.com.
Leona McKee can tell you everything about
the 2nd Wednesday group, 360-675-5712,
bcmac68@comcast.net .
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His Kids Preschool

Our class picnic was held at Ft. Nugent Park. The bubble maker
was going, children were playing, and memories were made. What a
beautiful year it was! Here’s how the children finished the sentence,
“My favorite preschool memory was…”

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

W

hile His Kids Preschool was wrapping up the school year, we
were having a more difficult time wrapping that around our
minds! Didn’t we just begin?!

AM class:
Enelia: Playing at the rice table
Grayson: Eating snacks
Joshua: Going to chapel
Wren: Playing at the rice table
Graham: Going on all the field trips
Colton: Singing songs
Mya: Playing at the rice table
Lawson: Playing outside
Cole: Playing outside
Elijah: Eating snacks
Logan: Eating snacks
Paisley: Playing outside
Victoria: Bringing home the books from Pre-K
Cesar: Coming to school and playing with the toys
Brenden: Going outside and playing at the Creation Station
Connor: Going on field trips like to Dairy Queen and eating ice cream

We had beautiful weather when we visited Ms. Debbie Reetz
and our classroom rabbit Little Blue at their farm for our May field trip.
While there, we saw and learned about sheep, goats, chickens, ducks,
cows, turkeys, rabbits, and horses! We helped her plant onions, fed some
of the animals, and even roped a steer! It was a practice
one, mind you. No steers or children
were harmed during this field trip.
Our month, in and out of the classroom, was fun-filled and
action-packed. We had our annual bowling party at The Oak Bowl and
Mario’s Pizza. The children were able to bowl, eat pizza, and have fun
with their friends that they have made over the course of the school year.

PM class:
Aaron: Going to chapel
Elizabeth: Going on field trips
Abigail G: Playing outside
Oliver: Eating snacks
Solomon: Playing outside
Mallory: Playing outside
Taylor: Eating snacks
Soraya: Eating snacks
John Michael: Playing at the playground
Collin: Going on a field trip to the fire station
Sharon: Playing with friends and playing outside
Abigail H: Playing with the toy food and having a picnic

Preschool families were invited to the last chapel time for the
year. Our students received their certificates for all the hard work,
smiled for photo opportunities, and sang for their families. For some of
our children, they will be heading off to kindergarten, but others we are
anticipating their return in the fall. Either way, it’s sad to know that our
hallways will be quiet for a few months in the summer.

God’s Peace and we wish you a happy summer!
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

Our Pre-K Readiness Class enjoyed
having a whole school day with Ms. Elva and
Ms. Michelle. This opportunity allows them to
take in what it would be like in a classroom
setting for an entire day, and help them prepare
for what kindergarten may be like next year.
This class also paid a visit to Broadview
Elementary, and we met one of Sara Harbaugh’s favorite kindergarten
teachers, Ms. Hwang. She invited our children to their circle time, read
to them, and then gave them a tour of what a kindergarten class looks
like.

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for June.
For the July issues, please visit the following websites:
Prayer Ventures: http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
The Spirit: http://www.lutheransnw.org/publications ; scroll down to
read the current issue or issues from the archives.
The deadline for articles for the August newsletter (which is the runup to September activities!) is Thursday, July 19.

The Star Students for May were Paisley, Cole, Mya, Elijah,
Lawson, Colton and Taylor.
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OHLC Women

Women’s circles meet regularly for study,
fellowship and occasional service projects.
Newcomers are always welcome! For more
information, contact the church office or one of the
following:
Lydia Circle: Mary Brock, mkb1998@comcast.net,
Peg Fosnaugh, 360-675-2821
Deborah Circle: Gaye Rodriguey,360-678-3561, gaye@tobysuds.com
Rebecca Circle: Colleen Pedlar, 360-675-8967

Opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday,
June 5 & 6, beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to
work on tied quilts for Lutheran World Relief. Sewing experience isn’t
necessary; newcomers are always welcome! For more information,
contact Leona McKee, 360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net.
Please note there will be NO Blanket Workshop in July.

Circle meetings in June
Quilts and more delivered for LWR shipment
Thank you to the volunteers who helped load the bus last month
for OHLC’s and Concordia Lutheran’s shipment of quilts and other items
for the Lutheran World Relief ingathering in Seattle. Sincere thanks to
Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle for the use of the bus, and to OHLC’s Rita
Carter, bus driver, along with her support crew, Michelle Tull, Beth
Stephens, and Miria Stephens.
OHLC’s totals for this shipment included:
62 quilts,
weighing 186 pounds
108 personal care kits, weighing 187 pounds
373 pounds total weight

6/4 & 18

Lydia Circle meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room.

6/7, 14, 21, 28

Deborah Circle meets at 10 AM in the library

6/19
Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
Deborah Circle notes:
6/ 7: Introduction to the ELCA Draft of the Social Statement on
Women and Justice, Our Common Foundation, pages 1-2
6/14: Core Convictions, pages 2-3 and pages 11-20
6/21: Analysis of Patriarchy and Sexism, pages 3-5 and pages 21-27
6/28: Resources for Resisting Patriarchy and Sexism, pages 5-6 and
pages 27-37

You’ll notice this is the first shipment in many years which has
not included baby care kits. Karen Bowers, our layette maven, moved
to Arizona with her husband and we have yet to find someone to take on
that project. Over the years, Karen assembled more than 3,500 baby care
kits for Lutheran World Relief. God bless you, Karen, for this
tremendous and loving service!
Leona McKee

Circle meetings in July
7/2 & 16

Lydia Circle meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room.

7/5, 12, 19, 26

Deborah Circle meets at 10 AM in the library

7/17
Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
Deborah Circle notes:
7/ 5: Response to God’s Work: Call to Action and New
Commitments in Society, pages 6-8 and pages 37-48
7/12: Response to God’s Work: Call to Action and New
Commandments Regarding Church, pages 8-9 and pages 49-56
7/19: Gather magazine (June issue), “Let us pray”, Session One,
“The paradoxes of prayer”, pages 20-21
7/26: Gather magazine (June issue), “Let us pray”, Session One,
“The paradoxes of prayer”, pages 22-23

Thoughts from three wise women
Birds sing after a storm; why shouldn’t people feel as free to delight in
whatever remains to them?
– Rose Kennedy
Always be joyful. That is the only truly saintly state.
– Teresa of Avila
We plant seeds that will flower as results in our lives, so best to
remove the weeds of anger, avarice, envy and doubt, that
peace and abundance may manifest for all. – Dorothy Day
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OHLC’s own Penny Fowkes has been hired to be the Volunteer
Coordinator and our new cook is Tanglier Howard. Several people from
OHLC now serve on the SPIN Board including Pastor Marc Stroud, Bob
Wall, Val Friedell and Karola Cornelius

Compassion Ministry
We want your stuff!

I

t’s that time of year again, GARAGE
SALE TIME! and Watoto is the
Ministry of the Month for June
(Coincidence? We don’t think so!). The
Watoto Garage Sale will be held at church
on Saturday, June 16, 9:00 AM to 3:00
PM. You may drop off your donations on Friday, June 15, 3:00-7:00
PM. Please, NO electronics, clothing, or exercise equipment. See a
team member for info regarding large items.

OHLC’s volunteers are on duty the last Wednesday & Thursday
of the month, 3:00-6:00 PM. At 3 we begin serving beverages to guests,
and once we know the menu we begin to take food orders. Our goal is to
have 4 people serve each time. Sometime on Thursday we have 5.

Watch for our informational bulletin board in the narthex! Also
in June, we’ll be hosting coffee hour after both services on Sunday, June
10, and after the one service on Sunday, June 24. Future events include
the annual Oktoberfest in October!

Last but not least…and in fact quite exciting, we have an
investor who has purchased the “Sweet Rice” building on Pioneer. He
will be “leasing” the lower level of the building to SPIN Cafe for 15
years for a minimum amount. Our next step is to upgrade the building
area and put in a commercial kitchen so food can be prepared on-site. It
will also give SPIN some better options of service that meet with the
original goals and will involve some major fundraising.

Once you’re there, be sure you sign-in using the new time clock
in the back room. It’s important for SPIN to track volunteer hours so
they can apply for grants and for other reports. And as long as I’m
talking about “paperwork,” double check that your food server permit is
up to date and be sure you have a volunteer form on file at SPIN.

All money received from Watoto fundraising goes to support
women and children in Uganda, meeting education and medical needs. It
also helps support our 3rd-year medical student in Uganda.
Remember...

With summer upon us, please do remember we serve during
these months, too. So please do sign up in advance so we know we have
workers lined up. And if you’ve not signed up before, please give it a
try. Sign up sheets are posted in the Compassion Team area of the
narthex bulletin boards.

WE
WANT
YOUR
STUFF!!
We also hope to see you shopping for BARGAINS at our sale!

Any questions feel free to call me (Carol Wall),360-320-9466, or
Judy Fantauzzi, 518-210-1538.
Carol Wall

Joyfully, Skip & Judy Lycksell

Whidbey Island Cancer Relay for Life event
New adventures with SPIN Café – Let’s keep SPINning!

F

Oak Harbor Lutheran Church sponsorship/participation in the
cancer Relay for Life Event begins June 1, 6 PM at the track at North
Whidbey Middle School for the opening ceremony and continues
through June 2 at noon for the closing ceremony. Even if you didn’t sign
up, please plan to come by and support our Old Dogs-Young Pups team
and stop by for a delicious brownie at OHLC’s booth. Thank you in
advance for all who donated time, energy, brownies, and
money to support this great American Cancer Society
fundraiser.
Tom Piper

irst of all thanks to each of you who has volunteered at SPIN
Cafe for Oak Harbor Lutheran this year. As you may
have heard change is the name of the game at SPIN lately.

Jon Coble is serving at each of the meal times and is the
overall coordinator and go to guy if you have questions. In addition,
John picks up the food, frequently has drinks prepared, and stays to
do all the clean up. That means you don’t have to do that and can easily
get out of there by 6:00 PM.
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choice but must face life as it happens. I’d like to take a moment to acknowledge this right off the bat. I respect the folks I work with too much
to minimize that in any way shape or form. Getting older is often not an
easy journey!

more from Compassion Ministry

End of Life Washington seminar motivated us to act
n April 14, Bob and I attended the End of Life
O
seminar offered at church that helped us look at
what can sometimes be a difficult discussion.

However, that being said, I wonder if there is a part of the life of
faith that we should also not allow to simply be dictated just by a life that
happens to us. Hear the voice of the Jews who would have such a strong
faith in God that they would expect God to show up in every moment in
their lives, especially in their times of suffering. Their expectation
would be so strong that they would be so bold as to argue with God when
they didn’t see God showing up! I love that spirit. I’m inspired by that
spirit. It’s a faith that expects that with God there can be no moment in
life that can be “ordinary.”

We all know that we will eventually
face the “end of our lives” and our faith can give us peace about that.
This program is about making crucial decisions about how you want to
be treated medically when you may not be able to make those decisions.
We had previously completed Health Directives as part of our
Will and Trust preparations. This program gave us more in-depth information and motivated us to update our previous decisions, giving more
options and choices and helping us to understand today’s legal climate.
We looked at things like ‘what quality of life do you want and at
what expense?” “Do you want to be at home?” and who should care for
you. Who do you want to make those decisions for you if you are unable
to do so yourself?

“Carpe diem!”–“Seize the day!”– or even “Seize
your moment!” (from the movie Coco), all phrases that
move us to see that each moment can be pregnant with
God’s spirit. Once we are able to name the some times extremely
difficult parts of life that just happen to us, I wonder if our life of faith
then has the capacity and boldness to expect that God will also come?

The class was taught by two women who are dedicated to this
program. As a result of what we learned, we updated our Health Directives and added directives related to Dementia/ Alzheimer’s. With God’s
help, we plan to be around for many years, and this gives us a sense of
peace and closure. I urge you to ask the church to invite End of Life
Washington to return and give another seminar. Do you have a preferred
day of the week or time? Let your ideas be known.

Let’s take an example. If Martha has memory loss, might she
have the capacity to name that loss, not be embarrassed about it, and
acknowledge that her value is based on how God looks at her and not by
her disease? If Martha’s disease will no longer allow her to do that, can
she count on her caring community to help her? If she feels useless
because she can’t remember things, could her caring community help her
“seize the day” and find ways for her to be useful again?

Carol Wall

A volunteer named Dawn is stepping forward as Martha’s caring
community to help. By visiting Martha in the Memory Care twice a
week, she is pronouncing that she is worth hanging around with. By
leading an adult coloring session with Martha, Dawn helps her “seize the
day.” By framing those colored pictures and hanging them up on the
wall when they are done, she is opening the opportunity up to Martha
that with a little creativity she can be useful again.

from Josephine Caring Community, Stanwood

D

ear Ones:

For Lenny, we built a hat rack together. For Judy, I’m thinking
about hooking her up with our laundry staff to help fold clothes. For
Jack, I would love to have his help writing a book of original short
stories. What might you or your church have that might help folks here
also “seize the day?” We’d love see your creativity and hear what you
might have!
Warmly, Chaplain Andy

Greetings to you in the name of Christ and blessings as we begin the
long Pentecost season, sometimes referred to as Ordinary time. Granted
the word used here as ordinary is not used the way many of us use it, but
nevertheless I’d still like to use it in that sense to challenge us. I’d like to
challenge the way that we sometimes just let life happen to us. I see it
with the people I minister to at Josephine sometimes – some of whom are
experiencing tremendous changes in their lives and don’t really have the
10

In the family

Financial Report

News about OHLC members

Income
Outgo

In sympathy
Our hearts go out to Diana Bull and family following the death
of her husband, Lyle Bull, at their home on North Whidbey on May 4.
He was 80. During the course of a long and notable career with the
Navy, Admiral Bull developed connections across the globe but he and
his family still retained a solid anchor at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church.
His memorial service was held on May 12 at the chapel at NAS
Whidbey, with Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer and Pastor David Lura
officiating.

April
$ 44,233
40,479
$ 3,753

April
Year to date
$ 148,411
157,671
$ ( 9,260)

Worship attendance

Peace be to his memory,
Fair winds and following seas.

Date
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Apr. 29
75
167
May 6
54
101
May 13
65
102
May 20* One AM service 168
May 27
78
94
Average Att.
68
116

Seven new members received!
On Pentecost Sunday, May 20,
OHLC was blessed to receive seven new
members: Kathy Birch, Yuli Fosso, Helen
Grigsby, Nancy Hoffman, Tess Lycksell,
and Hal and Lynnette Richardson.
Welcome, friends in Christ!

May
Coupeville
19
20
19
20
32
22

Nursery
8
1
3
1
3
5

* Pentecost Sunday
Average Sunday attendance: 206

It’s a girl!
We’re delighted to welcome Adelia Marie Miller into the
world, born May 11 in Anacortes! Adelia and her parents, Seth and
Becky (Ogren), are doing well, as are first-time grandparents Eric &
Lynne Ogren. Adelia’s baptism was celebrated on May 27. Lynne and
Eric were here for the birth and baptism and to reconnect with their many
friends before Lynne had to head back to the pulpit at Zion Lutheran
Church in Lewistown, Montana.

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations:

June

1 Justin, martyr at Rome, c.165
21 Onesimos Nesib, translator,
3 The Martyrs of Uganda, 1886;
evangelist, 1931
John XXIII, Bishop of Rome, 1963
24 THE NATIVITY OF JOHN
5 Boniface, Archbishop of Mainz,
THE BAPTIST
missionary to Germany, martyr, 754 25 Presentation of the Augsburg
7 Seattle, chief of the Duwamish
Confession, 1530; Philipp
Confederacy, 1866
Melanchthon, renewer of the
9 Columba, 597; Aidan, 651, Bede, 735,
Church, 1560
renewers of the church
27 Cyril. bishop of Alexandria,
11 BARNABAS, APOSTLE
theologian, 444
14 Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea,
28 Iraneus, Bishop of Lyons,
379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, c. 385
c. 202
Gregory of Nanzianus, Bishop of
29 PETER & PAUL, APOSTLES
Constantinople, c. 389;Macrina, teacher, c. 379

Hither and yon
Welcome home (and yes, this is home, so don’t you forget it!) to
our snowbirds, including Dale & Katie Zimmerman, Donna Rieb,
David & Candi Amarelo, and (after being sidelined by some health
difficulties but arriving just in time for a Sunday morning scheduled
hitch as organist!!) Ron & Jan Ernst
Please keep Mavis Parillo in your prayers as she moves to
Houston to be closer to family. We’ll miss you, Mavis!
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Worship Assistants - J U N E
June 3

Worship Assistants - J U L Y
July 1

Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan Acolyte: Lucas Stone
8:00 AM
Communion Asst.: C. Amarelo
Computer: Donna Aspery
Healing Prayer:
Stroud, Rodriguey Music: Praise Team
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Minister: J. Heideger
Acolyte: John Totten
10:30 AM
Computer: Luke Spencer
Healing Prayer:
Communion Asst.:
M. Stroud, B. Wall Music: Harbor Choir
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
6:30 PM
Assisting Min./Comm. Asst.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

9:30 AM
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: M. Fankhauser
Healing Prayer:
M. Stroud, T. Piper
Music:
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
6:30 PM
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: Trudy Decker

July 8
9:30 AM

June 10
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir
Organ/Piano:
Assisting Minister: Craig Pedlar
Acolyte: Wolly Fowkes
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Computer: Peter Spencer
Music: Youth Choir; Harbor Choir
Organ/Piano:
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: D. Wysomierski Piano: Kris Bruland

6:30 PM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

9:30 AM

6:30 PM

9:30 AM

6:30 PM

6:30 PM

9:30 AM

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland

Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: Trudy Decker

Acolyte: Lucas Stone
Computer: Anders Spencer
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Assisting Minister:
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Communion Assts.:
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Music:
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

July 29

June 24
Assisting Minister: Rita Carter
Comm. Assts.: W. Wilson, J. Decker
ONE morning service
Music: Duet – Stephens & Ridle
through 9/2

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore

July 22

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Computer:
Music: Pastor Spencer
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Assisting Minister: Moira Bartrand
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Communion Asst.: Bobbi Miller
Computer:
Music: Pr. Spencer; Women’s Quartet
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: Judy. Fantauzzi
Piano: Kris Bruland

9:30 AM

Assisting Minister: Tom Piper
Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Communion Assts.: Fosnaugh, Amarelo Computer: Peter Spencer
Music: Praise Team
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

July 15

June 17
8:00 AM

Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Luke Spencer
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

6:30 PM

Cantor: Carol Reafs
Piano: Kris Bruland

Acolyte: Natalie Stone
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.:
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Music:
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Assisting Min./Comm.Asst.: D. Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
1 Catherine Winkworth, 1879; John
Mason Neale, 1866; hymn
translators
4 THOMAS, APOSTLE
6 Jan Hus, martyr, 1415
11 Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte
Cassino, c. 540
12 Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of
Uppsala, 1931
17 Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary
to the Indies, 1566

Little Lutheran bags:
June – Karen Krotz-Sperry
July – Sheila Ryan
This issue’s featured font is Alliance
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July

22 MARY MAGDALENE, APOSTLE
23 Birgitta of Sweden, 1373,
renewer of the church
25 JAMES THE ELDER, APOSTLE
28 Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750,
Heinrich Schütz, 1672
George Frederick Handel,
1759, musicians
29 Mary, Martha and Lazarus of
Bethany; Olaf, king of
Norway, martyr, 1030

SUNDAY

MONDAY

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

Registration for 2018/19
is underway! Contact
the church office for
information.

www.oakharborlutheran.org

3
Healing prayer
at both morning services
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Luth Youth
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Piano recital
1:30
Youth&Family night 6:00
Cub Scout Leaders 7:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
10
Graduates
Recognition
Worship
8:00
Semi-annual meeting
9:15
Worship
10:30

TUESDAY

In early June the world of leaf and blade
and flowers explodes, and every sunset is
different.

- John Steinbeck

10

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Piano Recital
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:00 Wolves
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 North Whidbey NA
11

6:30 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts

17
10:00 Rebecca Circle

6:30 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts

17

24

Donuts With Dads

Worship
8:00
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Baby Bottle Boomerang
ends!
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
24
ONE morning service!
Worship
9:30

18
1:30 Grief Journey:
Painting MemoryStones
5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Wolves
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 North Whidbey NA
25

FRIDAY

10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of
St. Bernard
6:30 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts
26

6:00 Bears
6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts

7
10:00 Deborah Circle
3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 SPIN Board
6:00 Knitting Group

6:00 Relay for Life
opening event
8

9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Old Dogs at Ft.
Ebey State Park
6:00 Lions/Tigers/Bears
6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board/Review

SATURDAY
2
9:00 Join Hands Day at
Camp Lutherwood – work
projects to get the camp
ready for summer!
Noon Relay for Life
closing event
9

7:00 IN CONCERT:
St. Petersburg
Men’s Ensemble

12
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
6:00 Lions/Tigers/Bears
6:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts

14

5:15 Praise Team
5:30 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council

3:00 Set up for garage
sale

19
10:00 Rebecca Circle

21

22

23

29

30

10:00 Deborah Circle

15
Deadline for OHLC
t-shirt & hoodie
orders (on-line only)

16
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Watoto Garage Sale

10:00 Deborah Circle
6:00 Bears
6:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts

27

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
6:00 Pack 4098
28

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL, 9 AM to 3:30 PM, completed K through completed Grade 5; PRE-REGISTRATION ONLY

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Wolves
7:00 North Whidbey NA
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

5
9:00 Blanket Workshop

10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Wolves
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA

after both morning services

THURSDAY
1

Summer Break!

4

WEDNESDAY

OHLC at SPIN Café

10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 Webelos

OHLC at SPIN Café
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA

13

SUNDAY
1

MONDAY

Healing prayer
at the morning service

Worship

2

9:30

WEDNESDAY
4 Independence Day
Church office closed

7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 North Whidbey NA
8
9
Worship

TUESDAY
3

9:30

7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA
10
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

5:00 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

11
1:00 Book Group

Worship

16
9:30

5:15 Praise Team
5:30 Stephen Ministry
6:00 Knitting Group

17

18

19 Newsletter Deadline

5:00 Girl Scouts
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
22
23
Worship

9:30

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 5:00 Girl Scouts

7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA
7:00 Boy Scouts

24
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board/Review

Worship

5:00 Girl Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

13

14

20

21

27

28

10:00 Deborah Circle
10:30 CADA Support
Group

25 OHLC at SPIN Café

26 OHLC at SPIN Café

1:00 Library Committee

10:00 Deborah Circle
10:30 CADA Support
Group

7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

30
9:30

SATURDAY
7

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

7:00 North Whidbey NA
29

12
10:00 Deborah Circle
10:30 CADA Support
Group

7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA

10:00 Rebecca Circle

FRIDAY
6

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 SPIN Board
6:00 Knitting Group

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 North Whidbey NA

15

THURSDAY
5
10:00 Deborah Circle

Here men from the planet Earth
first set foot upon the Moon.
July 1969 AD.
We came in peace for all mankind.

– Neil Armstrong

7:00 North Whidbey NA

14

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment
The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Summer Break!

Registration for 2018/19
is underway! Contact
the church office for
information.

