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Pastor’s Page

T

aware that people within the church don’t always get along. I have my
own scars to prove it. But even here there is something valuable about
being part of a community. It is through community that we learn patience. It is through community that we practice forgiveness. The rough
edges of community life are God’s tools for shaping us in Christian character. Yes, being part of the church, including here at OHLC, means
rubbing elbows with people who might not share the same political commitments as you. Yes, it means having to deal with personality types
that might chafe against yours. Jesus told us there would be crosses to
carry. Maybe your cross is that person you’re thinking about right now.
Maybe God is putting that cross in front of you so that you can die to
yourself and rise to life in Christ. (I’m preaching to myself now as much
as I am to you, dear reader.) To say community is a blessing isn’t to say
it is always easy. It is, however, always meaningful. It is always
spiritually significant.

Why Church? Part 1: Community

he day after the newsletter deadline (sorry, Martha) I was scrolling
through my Facebook feed and saw an article from the Seattle
Times with the headline: “Washingtonians are less religious than
ever, Gallup Poll finds.” The story cited the respected polling agency to
show that while Washington has always ranked among the least religious
states it has never been as secular as it is right now, with 47% of adults
saying they are not religious and seldom or never attend services. That
same morning I was enjoying a run while listening to my favorite podcast, “Virtue in the Wasteland,” hosted by two young Lutheran professors (one of philosophy, the other history). They were discussing the
phenomenon of young people leaving the church. Rather than rehashing
all the reasons given for why people, young or old, leave the church, they
developed a list of reasons for why they themselves stay.

M

artin Luther understood the importance of community. He often
wrote of the “mutual conversation and consolation of brothers and
sisters” in nearly sacramental terms. When he translated the New Testament he often chose to translate the Greek word for church (ecclesia) not
into German as kirke, which means church in an institutional sense, but
as gemeinschaft, which means community. At a time when the institutions of the church were crumbling and often untrustworthy, he held fast
to the idea that the church is first and foremost a community of people
who come together for meaningful, even sacramental, relationships.

The combination of the article and the podcast inspired a new
newsletter article (again, sorry, Martha) which I intend to offer as a series
continuing into the months ahead. We need to be able to articulate why
we are part of the church. The need is more urgent than ever for us to be
able to share with people reasons to join us, reasons to come, reasons to
stay. While I am indebted to Dr. Jeff Mallinson and Dr. Daniel van
Voorhis for the shape of the articles ahead, the content is presented in my
own words. I hope these articles will help you formulate your own list of
answers to the question “Why church?,” answers you can share with
others in your own words.

People today are longing for real community. The great irony of
our time is that people are more connected than ever before through
technology, but we are also lonelier than ever before. Social media has
its uses and can be a blessing in many ways, but it cannot replace real
human interaction in real human community, as messy as that can be.
The church can offer real community to a lonely world.

One important reason for being a part of a church is the sense of
community one can experience. This is the thing I love most about being
a pastor, and the reason I would be an active member of a congregation
even if I weren’t a pastor. Sharing life with others beyond your immediate family makes life richer. It provides a support system in our times
of need and creates opportunities to be that support system for others in
their times of need. There are communities to be part of
besides the church, to be sure, but as far as I can tell,
none are as committed to loving and serving its members
as the church. Active participation in the life of the
church helps cultivate deep and lasting relationships
which are a source of strength and joy.

Best of all, it is through this particular community of the church
that we experience the presence of Christ. We come to church not just
out of obligation or just because that’s where our friends are. We come
because that is where we meet Jesus. “Where two or three are gathered
together in my name,” Jesus said, “I am there among them” (Mt. 18:20).
Why church? Because I need a community, and the church is a
community where I find not only brothers and sisters, but Christ himself.
But there’s more. Stay tuned…

What a minute, pastor. Are you kidding? Are you wearing your
rose-colored glasses while writing this article? Don’t you know what a
pain in the, um, neck, some of these church people can be? I am well

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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PENTECOST SUNDAY

YOUTH & FAMILY NIGHT AT OHLC
Sunday, May 6, 6:00-7:30 PM

May 20
ONE SERVICE – 9:30 AM

Join us as we turn our
church building
into an epic
mini-golf course!

Join us as we come together
as one congregation
to celebrate Pentecost
and the Rite of Confirmation
for Sadie Harbaugh and Kayla Raasina.
A reception in their honor will be held in
Herrigstad Hall following worship.

We’ll work our way through a fun course put together by OHLC
families, enjoy a treat together in the fellowship hall,
and have a time of family-friendly devotions in the sanctuary.
All are welcome. Please join us!

Instrumentalists wanted, all ages!
We’re putting together a Pentecost Praise Group and you’re
invited! Contact Verna Morgan as soon as possible to receive your
music to learn for May 20. Group rehearsals will be Saturdays, May 12
& 19, beginning at 10 AM at church. Questions? Contact Verna
Morgan, islandmusicworks@cablespeed.com

Registration now open for Camp Lutherwood

W

e have a wonderful
camp right in our own
backyard, on the shores of
beautiful Lake Samish in
Bellingham. Camp Lutherwood is currently taking
registrations for summer
campers. You can register online at www.camplutherwood.org.
Through gifted funds from the OHLC Men’s Group (The Brotherhood of
St. Bernard) we are able to offer a limited number of partial camp
scholarships. Please contact the church office if you are interested.
Check out the large bulletin board in the narthex this month for more
information about Lutherwood!

Adult education for May

J

oin us for our adult education hour, held in the library on Sunday
morning from 9:15-10:15. Pastor Spencer will conclude his study on
the lectionary readings from 1 John on Sunday, May 6. Adult
education will briefly go on hiatus on May 13 for our “Muffins with
Moms” event and May 20, when we’ll have one service at 9:30 AM for
Pentecost Sunday. Beginning May 27, Pastor Stroud will be teaching a
3-session class on 2 Corinthians 4 & 5.

Spring means scholarships!

Easter baptisms

For information about OHLC’s Theresa Ferguson Memorial
Scholarships, open to graduating high school seniors, contact Shanna
Lundstrom, 360-672-1383, the5lranch@comcast.net or pick up an
application in the church office.

We were blessed on Easter Sunday this year with four baptisms!
At the 8 AM service we welcomed Jack and Hank Hogarth, Mark
Kirko, and Hideaki Zakimi into the body of Christ. Please pray for
continued growth in faith for these new brothers in Christ!
3

May 13: Muffins with moms!

Spring general fund appeal

The VBS team and the OHLC Men’s Group
(The Brotherhood of St. Bernard) will be hosting a
special fellowship time from 9 to 10:15 on Mother’s Day featuring faux
mimosas, coffee, and a variety of delicious muffins. Come celebrate the
mothers in your life and the mothers of OHLC! There will be a free-will
offering to support our Vacation Bible School program this summer.

In order for OHLC to continue to thrive, we need to
support our General Fund with consistent and generous financial support. The General Fund pays our most basic and urgent
bills, including utilities, curriculum, supplies, and staff salaries.
As often happens this time of year, we have fallen behind in
meeting our General Fund budget in the first quarter of 2018. While we
are less far behind than we were last year at this time, even with
increased expenses, it is still a deficit which warrants our attention.
Please keep your offerings up to date, and consider making a special
extra offering this spring to help us get caught up. Thank you!

Baby Bottle Boomerang returns

F

or the past few years at OHLC, on Mother’s Day a bunch of
colorful bottles have appeared on the round table in the
narthex with an invitation to take one home, fill it with
change, cash, or a check, (or jewelry, gold bullion or stock certificates) and bring it back on or before Father’s Day. You probably understand those donations are helping babies (it is a bottle
they’re filling up, after all!), but perhaps you aren’t aware of the full
scope of services this vital ministry in our community is providing
through the support of these special offerings.

T

ake note: In concert, the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble,
Friday, June 8, 7:00 PM at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church!

Semi-annual meeting scheduled for June 10
Save the date! Our semi-annual meeting will be held on Sunday,
June 10, and we’ve put it on the calendar between morning worship
services, beginning promptly at 9:15 AM. We will elect new council
members, receive ministry reports, and get an update on our budget.
If you will be submitting an item for the 2018 Annual Report,
please e-mail it to Rekann Brannon, office@oakharborlutheran.org, on
or before Friday, May 25. Copies of the report will be available on
Sunday, June 3.

The Pregnancy Care Clinic in Oak Harbor provides free pregnancy testing and ultrasounds, as well as maternity clothes, diapers, formula, and parenting classes. Their Google reviews include testimonies
from young mothers in financial stress who have been assisted with formula as well as young dads who have appreciated their parenting classes.
An important goal of the Pregnancy Care Clinic is to help empower
women and men experiencing unintended pregnancies to be able to keep
and care for their babies by providing them with the resources they need.

I

Synod gatherings will be held in June
nstead of a traditional Synod Assembly business meeting, this year
the NW Washington Synod is hosting two gatherings in June for
conversation, learning, worship, and engagement around the theme
Who is My Neighbor? More than a dozen forum topics will range from
social media to hospitality to refugee resettlement and beyond. All
ELCA Lutherans in NW WA are welcome to attend. The two events will
be nearly identical; choose the date and location that works best for you.
(June 2 at Saint Andrew’s, Bellevue, or June 9 at Bethlehem, Marysville,
8:30 AM-4:30 PM for both.) Read more at the Synod website:
http://lutheransnw.org/2018Synod-Gatherings. Registration
is now open. The cost is $40 per
person, and includes lunch.

The Pregnancy Care Clinic has a beautiful, well-kept display of
maternity clothes and baby items where mothers in need can select items
in the dignity of a boutique-like setting. Our men’s group once had a
guest speaker from the Pregnancy Care Clinic who shared powerful
stories of young men being mentored in their new (and often unexpected
and unprepared) roles as fathers. Having a baby is a challenging, lifechanging experience under the best of circumstances. The Pregnancy
Care Clinic is doing a remarkable job of helping mothers and fathers in
need who find themselves responsible for a baby in the midst of all kinds
of situations which make parenthood even more difficult.
Now when those colorful baby bottles appear, you’ll have a
better idea of why they’re there. Those little bottles do a lot of good!
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BookMarks

OHLC Women
Opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Coupeville Book Group

T

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, May 1 in the home of
Carol Reafs, 750 Pleasant Acres Lane, 360-672-1232, to discuss The
Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion. Margaret Anderson leads the
discussion; dessert will be provided by Carol Reafs.

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday &
Wednesday, May 1&2, beginning at 9:00 AM in the
fellowship hall to work on quilts for Lutheran World
Relief. Our most recent quilts were displayed in the
sanctuary on April 29 before being packed for shipping
on May 3.

Professor of genetics Don Tillman’s life is turned upside down when
he embarks upon the Wife Project in order to find a suitable mate
despite his quirky habits and demanding personality. When a
psychology PhD student named Rosie walks into his office, she’s all
wrong – her hair is dyed, her clothes are sloppy, she smokes, and she’s
habitually late. But then again, something is right about her... Don
just can’t recognize it at first.
As the Wife Project takes a back burner to Rosie’s project of
identifying her biological father, Don finds himself breaking all kinds of
rules and breaking out of routines in ways that are both
uncomfortable and exciting. When a research project takes them
from Australia to New York City, and Don’s career is threatened by his
allegiance to Rosie, Don must face the toughest puzzle of all – himself.
In the end, Don must confront his long-held notions of what it means
to love and connect with people and what it truly means to open up
and trust someone.
Fiction, 292 pages

HELP LOAD THE BUS!

Lutheran World Relief items
heading for Seattle ingathering, May 3
Can you help load the bus? Meet in the
fellowship hall at 7 PM on Thursday, May 3!
Sincere thanks once again to Whidbey-SeaTac Shuttle for the
use of the bus and to OHLC’s Rita Carter, bus driver, who will deliver
our boxes of quilts and personal care kits (as well as the shipment from
Concordia Lutheran) to Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in Seattle for
their spring ingathering. Those statistics will be available in next
month’s newsletter.

Questions about this group? Contact Gaye Rodriguey at 360-6783561, gaye@tobysuds.com

Circle meetings in May

Second Wednesday Book Group

T

Women’s circles meet regularly for Bible study, fellowship, and
occasional service projects. Newcomers are always welcome!

he 2nd Wednesday group meets May 9 at 1:00 PM in the library for a
discussion of Little Century by Anna Keesey:
Eighteen-year-old orphan Esther Chambers heads west in search of
her only living relative, distant cousin and cattle rancher Ferris
Pickett. Arriving in the lawless frontier town of Century, Oregon, she
realizes the town is in the middle of a range war Esther discovers she
must take sides and there’s a significant pull in each direction. Will
she side with the cattlemen or with the sheepherders?
Fiction, 322 pages
Also available in audiobook, e-book, and large print

5/3, 10, 17, 24, 31
5/7 & 21
5/15

Deborah Circle meets at 10 AM in the library.
Lydia Circle meets at 6 PM in the prayer room.
Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library.

Deborah Circle notes:
5/ 3: Apr. 2018 Gather, pgs. 23-35, Session 4, The Prodigal Son
5/10: May 2018 Gather, pgs. 20-22, All Are Welcome
5/17: May 2018 Gather, pg. 25, Social Statement on Women & Justice
5/31: Women & Justice: One in Christ, ELCA draft social statement
Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com .

Questions about this group? Contact Leona McKee, 360-6755712, bcmac68@comcast.net .
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Vacation Bible School update:

10:00 AM: Station 1
10:45 AM: Snacks
11:00 AM: Station 2
11:45 AM: Wash hands, use restroom
12:00 PM: Lunch
12:30 PM: Recess
12:45 PM: BOB time (stories, quiet time, rest)
1:45 PM: All Camp game
2:00 PM: Station 3
2:45 PM: Snacks
3:00 PM: Closing worship
3:30 PM: Campers leave

VBS Day Camp 2018, presented by Lutherwood!
June 25-29, 9 AM – 3:30 PM, completed K –completed Grade 5

F

irst of all, Thank You to the amazing planners and helpers who
made our recent Easter Breakfast wonderful! The donations
received from this event will help tremendously with VBS Day
Camp costs!
Secondly, this year’s VBS is pre-registration only! We have a
limited amount of space available and I encourage all OHLC family and
friends to register early. Registration forms will be available at church as
of April 29. I’ll begin advertising to the community in early May.

Thank you, OHLC community, for your support and generosity
for Vacation Bible School!

Thirdly, on May 6, the Volunteer Board will appear in the
narthex, with donation and volunteer opportunities. Please keep these
volunteer positions in mind:
 Jr. Counselors (completed 7th grade), to assist the Lutherwood
counselors in assigned groups.
 6th grade volunteers (completed 6th grade), to assist with
registration, snacks, lunch, or nursery!
 Housing for the Lutherwood Team: provide inside
accommodations & meals for team members (2 per house). At
this writing, 2 homes are still needed.
 Lunch Coordinator: set up lunch for campers as well as brown
paper bag lunches for Lutherwood Team members. Lunch is
approximately one half hour.
 Snack Coordinator: Set up 2 snack times each day (see the
sample schedule for approximate times and inspiration!)
 Registration Coordinator: Set up morning registration, 9:00 to
9:30 AM and afternoon sign-out, 3:30 PM. 2 or 3 volunteers are
recommended at both sign-in & sign-out times.
 Nursery Volunteers: Depends on the needs of our other
volunteers.

Do you have questions or comments? Eager to volunteer?
Contact Pastor Spencer, pastor@oakharborlutheran.org, or me
(Christiane), christianeeve1@yahoo.com .
If you’d like to explore this information further, it’s found at
www.camplutherwood.org at the “Congregational Day Camp
Information 2018” link.
Christiane Weber, VBS coordinator

A May Mystery. . . . .
In search of a lost Easter lily
In the midst of our glorious display of
(live) yellow begonias for the Easter worship
services, there was a matched pair of pots with silk
Easter lilies, which we save to use again from year to year.
The begonias, of course, were taken home by the people who
ordered them, but this year one of these artificial lily plants has gone
missing. If you picked it up by mistake – and are now amazed by how
long that plant seems to keep on blooming and never makes you sneeze!
– will you please return it so we can use it as a (non-allergy-inducing)
part of next Easter’s festival display in the sanctuary? You’re welcome
to drop it off in the narthex, and no questions will be asked!

Lastly, I’m including this sample schedule from the Lutherwood
website:
8:30 AM: Lutherwood staff & volunteers meet to pray
and prep for the day (Team Huddle)
9:00 AM: Campers arrive
9:30 AM: Opening worship
6

This month our field trip was to Camp Casey and the SeaLab.
Mr. Keith always does a great presentation for the children and our
parent drivers. The tanks are always filled with some incredible sea
creatures from the waters of Puget Sound. (We were really
lucky with the weather this year, too – it was sunny,
and actually almost-warm!)

His Kids Preschool

S

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

igns of spring are upon us! The flowers are blooming,
leaves are sprouting forth new growth, and we learned
how April showers will bring us May flowers. In
class, our projects consisted of creating paper umbrellas
and filling them full of colorful paper tulips. We made
butterflies out of tissue paper, and painted our hands,
placed them on paper and transformed our handprints into caterpillars.

We finished our month with our annual Preschool Sunday
Celebration! We invited the children and their families to join us at
10:30 AM, and the children sang songs throughout our family friendly
worship service. We held a special reception afterwards, honoring our
preschool families with cake, punch and other delicious treats.
April’s Special Students were Wren, Connor, and Logan in
the morning class, and Collin and Taylor in the afternoon.

Speaking of transformation, Miss Debbie brought in caterpillars
and we are watching to see how long it takes for them to become
butterflies! We also discussed the changes that frogs go through, how
they change from egg, to tadpole, to a frog. Spring is such an exciting
time for us.

We’re nearing the end of our school year, and have just a month
left before we break for the summer. We’re thankful for this vibrant
ministry of OHLC. These children have bloomed over the course of the
school year, and we have certainly enjoyed watching each one grow in
their own way.
God’s Peace,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

As we are preparing our gardens at home with planting new
flowers, the children did some planting as well with sunflower seeds.
We placed the seeds in clear cups, created our own little greenhouse with
them, and have them sitting in the windows of the classroom. We will
continue to watch for them to sprout forth their new growth.
Here’s how our students completed the sentence, “If I were a
raindrop falling down from the sky, I would like to land...”
Morning class
Lawson: on my mom and dad
Mya: at my house
Paisley: on the ground at my house
Elijah: on the grass at school
Wren: on the ground at Disneyland
Cole: in a swimming pool
Connor: on the land at Legoland
Graham: at Disney World
Joshua: in a tree at the park
Logan: in a pool
Brenden: on a sidewalk at school
Grayson: on a bike
Enelia: at Disneyland
Victoria: at Disneyland
Cesar: on an airplane going to Legoland
Colton: on the sidewalk at my grandparents’ house
Afternoon class
Sharon: on my mommy’s flowers
John Michael: in a swimming pool
Taylor: on the ground at my house
Solomon: on my brother’s skateboard
Oliver: on my mom’s house
Abigail H: inside my mommy’s house

In Sympathy
Our hearts go out to those in our church family
who recently suffered the loss of loved ones...
...to the many friends of Odey Copstead, who died on March 28.
A longtime OHLC member and Coupeville resident, she moved to
Seattle some years ago to be closer to family;
...to Michelle Harper and family, following the death of her
grandmother, Beverly Jean Peressini, in Montana;
... to Marilyn Jensen, her family, and the many friends of Duane
Jensen, who died on April 21 in Phoenix. The Jensens transferred
their membership when they moved, but still kept many friends at
OHLC.

Elizabeth: on my big sister
Soraya: in my house
Mallory: in my tree house
Collin: on my roof
Abigail G: on a deer
Aaron: on my brother Thomas

y
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MAY’S MINISTRY OF THE MONTH:
St. Katharina Lutheran Church, Kazan, Russia

Compassion Ministry

I

Women’s fellowship & service project: 3Cs

OHLC Celebrates Fifteen Years of Russian Partnership

n 2003, OHLC partnered with Evangelical Lutheran St. Katharina
Church in Kazan, Russia. In 2005 nine members of OHLC traveled
to Kazan to meet our brothers and sisters in Christ, as the city
celebrated its 1000th anniversary.

You’re invited to join us in the fellowship hall at 9 AM on Saturday, May 19 for Coffee, Conversation... and Chair-cleaning! Questions?
Contact Judy Lycksell, 360-679-2010, lycksell@comcast.net.

After 83 years of secular use and misuse by the secret police, the
building was returned. Revived from long non-existence, Evangelical
Lutheran St Katharina’s Kazan church works with parishioners in many
ways: services, spiritual conversations, Bible studies, seminars, lectures,
spiritual work, children’s Sunday School, etc. The deacon work (to help
people getting into difficulties) is an important part of the community’s
practical life. The church presently has a German-Russian pastor.

Success! A decade of support for Watoto

W

e have been building, raising funds, educating and supporting
women and children in Uganda with your help for 10 years!
We thank you for the house and medical clinic in Gulu we
were able to build together. The clinic has been used and supplied with
medicine during our subsequent mission trips there.

Since 2003, through the generosity and support of OHLC in various fundraisers, money has been sent for building and furnace repairs,
youth, devotional books, hymnals, architect fees, work towards reconstruction of the building, audio visual equipment, moving and installation
of the organ, repair and furnishing of the kitchen, building of a new entrance, help to furnish the Pastor’s flat, and help with a children’s room
and sound system.

Since Watoto is ministry of the month for June, you will have an
opportunity to hear about what is happening and how you can help.
During June we will provide coffee for at least one Sunday. Watch for
dates for a Watoto Mission Trip presentation. AND we will have a
GARAGE SALE on Saturday, June 16, with donation drop off after
3:00 PM on Friday, June 15. As usual no electronics, and please check
with a team member about larger items.
All the money that is raised will go to: 1) medicines for the Gulu
clinic; 2) Alfred Ogwal, our 2nd year medical student for tuition and
living expenses; 3) A new medical professional and their tuition.

In 2013, St. Katharina received a grant of 30 million rubles from
the government of the Tatarstan Republic to reconstruct the church. The
grant was enough to finish the restoration of the building, with a
dedication service the end of August 2014.

Thank you for sharing God's blessings with our neighbors in
Uganda. And now, here’s a subtle message to help you remember the
garage sale on June 16:
Remember, we want your stuff! Save your stuff for Watoto!

In 2013, OHLC members Ken Grigsby, Carol Lafond, and Billie
Tull traveled to Moscow with a Synod group, and visited Bishop Dietrich
Brauer, now Archbishop for all of Russia, and Pastor Lena Bondarenko,
who had visited OHLC in 2012. Ken, Carol, and Billie then traveled to
Kazan to visit old friends from 2005, make new friends, and see the progress on the reconstruction of the church. In 2017, Ken traveled to Russia with a Synod group composed of the ELCA NW WA Synod Bishop
Unti, and members from Marysville and Seattle. The group visited
partner churches, with the highlight having coffee with the U.S. Ambassador at his Moscow residence. E-mails, the visit of the Bishop and
Lena, and the 2005, 2013 and 2017 trips, remind us of the mission of the
Russia Partnership program; to create a spiritual bond and special friendship between the Lutherans of Kazan, Russia and the Lutherans of Oak
Harbor. We benefit by being transformed by the knowledge that no
matter what our differences are, we are all united in Christ. –K. Grigsby

Remember, we want your stuff! Save your stuff for Watoto!
Remember, we want your stuff! Save your stuff for Watoto!
Remember, we want your stuff! Save your stuff for Watoto!

Joyfully, Skip & Judy Lycksell

World Hunger update:
In March, OHLC’s total amount received for ELCA World
Hunger was $3,024.35. These funds will be added to this year’s Sunday
School offerings for Global Barnyard and they can choose what
“animals” they want to support.
Carol Wall
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OHLC supports local Relay for Life

God makes no junk!

O

D

ak Harbor Lutheran Church will be a
proud sponsor of the 2018 Relay for
Life of Whidbey Island, June 1 & 2
at North Whidbey Middle School. Most all
of us have some connection to a person either
fighting or dying from cancer. Tom Piper (5year cancer survivor) is team leader for
OHLC’s Old Dogs/Young Pups relay team. Tom invites you to walk
and/or donate in the team’s honor and help fund the fight for cancer
research and cures. Participate by:
1. Signing up on a Connection Card to indicate you’ll walk,
jog, run or crawl with Tom.
2. Pledging a monetary gift in memory of a cancer victim or
in honor of a survivor.

ear Partner Churches,
greetings to you in the name of
Christ! I hope that your Easter season is a good one and that you
are looking forward to completing Mark’s gospel resurrection account
with your own living story. I encouraged the same with our residents
here. Their lives too, no matter how difficult it might seem, are all
opportunities for God’s grace to shine!
I invite you to take some time to read Acts 10 again and to
appreciate how God corrects Peter in the things that Peter deems
“profane”: What God has made clean, you must not call profane. Peter
was a product of his faith community in terms of how he saw the world
around him, but he was corrected by the voice of God towards the love
of Christ.

There are other ways to participate. Tom challenges OHLC’s
women’s groups to form a team, or the Sunday School classes. OHLC
will have a reserved spot on the field at the event to camp out (overnighters are welcome), and volunteers will hand out information flyers
about our church.

What about us? “Profane” sounds like such a harsh word.
Surely we don’t see anything as “profane,” do we? I’d like to challenge
that thought and include in here things that we would see as anything less
than we would have hoped – or even things that we might see as
disgusting – or even folks that we see as lower than ourselves. Should
we take some time to name some? How about changing bed pans? Or
trying to talk to someone who has Alzheimer’s and is confused? Or
dealing a hearing problem? Or correcting someone when they have done
something wrong?

There will be a chart on the table in the narthex of available
times to walk with Tom. Oak Harbor Lutheran Church will have a spot
on the field as an events sponsor. Please sign up to help at our information table to hand out literature...families most welcomed. Would
someone like to organize free cookie plate snacks? K.I.S.S.

Please keep our Josephine community in your prayers that we
might continue to live into that spirit that God has deemed, in the cross,
all of God’s creation as belonging to God: What God has made clean,
you must not call profane. Every circumstance, every person, every
time of suffering belongs to God and is an opportunity where
resurrection might happen. Let’s not miss these as opportunities because
we have mistaken them as “profane.”

MOST IMPORTANTLY, FOR OUR SUCCESS... If you plan to
make a donation, Tom will match $1 per mile, up to 10 miles (Total of
$10) for each person. That makes your gift worth $20. So that Tom can
track the gifts, go to: American Cancer Relay for Life. Click on “Find
an Event,” then click on “Donate;” select a “Donation Gift and Type,”
click on “Donate to Team” and Type in Old Dogs - Young Pups. Enter
all Contact Information requested and payment type, then click on
“Donate.” If you prefer to write a check, make it out to American
Cancer Society and be sure to put “Old Dogs - Young Pups Team” in
the memo line and give it to Tom. NOTE: Do not write a check to the
church.

The Easter promise is that all of creation, even death itself, has
been proclaimed as “clean.” I heard the proclamation loud and clear as
we committed my 107-year-old grandmother to God’s care last week:
“Death has been swallowed up in victory...O death, where is your sting?”
It is God’s time to shine!

Thank you in advance for your commitment to participate in this
years Whidbey Island Relay for Life on June 1&2

Warmly,
Chaplain Andy

Sincerely, Tom Piper (Woof)
9

Stephen Ministry: The ministry of listening

dictions from what was said earlier? These are signs there may
be more to explore underneath.

T

6. Listening is confidential.
A great way to build that trust and to show the person you
really care for him or her is to maintain confidentiality and not to
share with others what was told to you in private conversation.

hink of a time when you really felt cared for.
Chances are someone focused on what you
had to say, was attentive to your needs, and
listened to how you felt instead of telling you how
you should feel or what you should do.

J

esus was the model of a good listener. Much of his ministry was
listening to people. By listening to what people had to say he
demonstrated how much he really cared about them. Remember the
stories of the woman at the well, Nicodemus, or the disciples on the road
to Emmaus. All were times when Jesus showed his care and concern by
first listening to people and then giving them what they needed.

Listening is one of the most powerful
ministry tools at our disposal. It demonstrates
that you care about the other person. In Stephen Ministry, a great deal of
time is spent in teaching and practicing listening skills because of its
importance as a caregiving tool. You too can become a more caring
listener by understanding and applying these six listening concepts from
Stephen Ministry training:

We all want Oak Harbor Lutheran Church to be a caring place,
where members and guests truly feel people care about who they are and
how they feel. Just as our Stephen Ministers use good listening skills to
communicate how much they care, so can you. Follow and practice
these listening principles and make a concentrated effort toward
becoming a better listener. Listening is a great gift we can give to one
another, and one we can all use in order to make OHLC a more caring
place.
- Stephen Series Written Resources

1. Listening is active.
It takes energy and commitment to listen really well. Focus
your attention on what the other person has to say, instead of
thinking of what you’ll say next. Look at him or her while you
listen, and nod along from time to time so the person knows
you’re tuned in.
2. Listening takes practice.
Often you need to build trust before someone will open up to
you. Constant, patient listening is the key.

Introducing our new Stephen Ministry Leader

G

3. Listening involves more than just words.
Pay attention not only to what is said, but to what is not said
– or to what is said with a smile or a sigh. Pay attention to body
language, too. Does it agree with or contradict a person’s
spoken words?

aye Rodriguey went to St. Louis, Missouri, for a
week in early April to be trained as a Leader/
Facilitator for the Stephen Ministry program of Oak
Harbor Lutheran Church. Gaye was trained as a Stephen
Minister here at OHLC and has been a caregiver for the past
two years. The completion of the new training qualifies Gaye to be a
teacher of the SM curricula and lead facilitator of the program at OHLC.
She will be taking the leadership position following the retirement of Jan
McCullough after her faithful service as facilitator for over ten years.

4. Good listeners aren’t completely silent.
They restate key thoughts or ideas to be sure they understand
correctly or ask focused questions to encourage the person to
reach a little deeper.

Gaye will be commissioned as facilitator on May 13 at the 10:30
AM worship service. A reception will follow, honoring the outstanding
ministries both Jan McCullough and Gaye Rodriguey offer the Oak
Harbor Lutheran community.
Pastor Marc Stroud

5. Listening happens over time.
One conversation might build upon an earlier one. As you
listen over several conversations, are there any recurring themes
or patterns in what the person has said? Are there any contra10

Worship assistants

Financial Report

May 6
8:00 AM
Healing
Prayer:
M. Stroud,
T. Piper
10:30 AM
Healing
Prayer:
M. Stroud,

Assisting Minister: Heather Quick
Communion Asst.: Shanna
Lundstrom
Ushers: Fosnaugh family
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister: Rita Cline
Communion Asst.: Sande Mulkey
Music: Harbor Choir

Acolyte: Lucas Stone
Computer: Donna Aspery

Income
Outgo

Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Luke Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

March
March
$ 35,669
40,237
$ (4,568)

Year to date
$ 104,162
117,195
$ (13,031)

See the article about our spring general fund appeal on pg. 4!

J. McCullough

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Carol Snoble

Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.: Peg Fosnaugh
Ushers: Margraf family
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Bobbi Miller
Communion Asst.: Carol Reafs
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Trudy Decker

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer: Sheila Ryan

Worship attendance
Date
8:00 AM
Apr. 1*
150
Apr. 8
58
Apr. 15
63
Apr. 22
86
Average Att.
89

May 13
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Micah Burrow
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

April
10:30 AM
153
104
100
110
117

Coupeville
13
15
18
18
166

Nursery
8
4
4
4
5

* Easter Sunday
April 29 will be included in next month’s statistics
Average Sunday attendance: 227

May 20 – Pentecost Sunday
9:30 AM

ONE
service!!!
6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Music: Youth Choir, Morning Glory
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: D. Wysomierski

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Debbie
Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Gaye Rodriguey
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Assisting Minister: Ken Grigsby
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley

Acolyte: Natalie Stone
Computer: Mary Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Wolly Fowkes
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
1 St. Philip & St. James, Apostles
2 Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria, 373
4 Monica, mother of Augustine, 387
8 Julian of Norwich, renewer of
the church, c. 1416
9 Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf,
renewer of the church, hymnwriter,
1760
15 Matthias, apostle
18 Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, 1160

May 27
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

nIncluded in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures & The Spirit for May.

Little Lutheran bags for May – Trudy Decker
This month’s decorative font is Tempus Sans ITC

NThe deadline for articles for the June newsletter is Tuesday, May 22.
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May

21 Helena, mother of
Constantine, 330
24 Nicolaus Copernicus, 1543,
Leonhard Euler, 1783
scientists
27 John Calvin, renewer of the
Church, 1564
29 Jiřī Tranovský, hymnwriter
1637
30 The Visit of Mary to Elizabeth

GHghGHghGHghGHgh
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
9:00 AM-12:00 PM
12:45-3:45 PM
The church calendar
Pre-K Readiness Class,
is updated regularly
Th, F:
on OHLC’s website,
9:00 AM – 12:00 PM
www.oakharborlutheran.org Registration for 2018/19!
is underway!
6
Healing prayer
7
at both morning services
Worship
8:00 12:00 Munchy Monday
Sunday School
9:15 5:00 Girl Scouts
Luth Youth
9:15
Adult Education
9:15 6:00 Lydia Circle
Worship
10:30 6:00 Wolves
Piano recital
1:30
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
Youth&Family night 6:00 7:00 North Whidbey NA
Cub Scout Leaders 7:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
13
14
Worship
8:00
Muffins for Moms 9:00 12:00 Munchy Monday
Worship
10:30
Baby Bottle Boomerang 5:00 Girl Scouts
begins!
6:00 Wolves
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA

1
9:00 Blanket Workshop

20
Pentecost
ONE morning service!

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment

21

12:00 Munchy Monday
5:00 Girl Scouts
Worship/Confirmation
9:30 6:00 Wolves
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
27 The Holy Trinity
28 Memorial Day
Worship
8:00
Church office closed
Sunday School
9:15
Luth Youth
9:15
Adult Education
9:15 5:00 Girl Scouts
Kazan silent auction 9:15 6:00 Wolves
Worship
10:30 7:00 North Whidbey NA
Kazan silent auction 11:30
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

6:00 CADA Parenting
6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Bears
6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 Cpvl Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts
8
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
6:00 CADA Parenting
6:00 Lions
6:00 Tigers
6:00 Bears
6:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts

WEDNESDAY
2
9:00 Blanket Workshop
11:30 OHLC Staff

6:00 Webelos
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA
9
11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Book Group

THURSDAY
3 Nat’l Day of Prayer
10:00 Deborah Circle
3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 SPIN Board
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Bus loading for
LWR projects
10
10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 Webelos
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council

15
10:00 Rebecca Circle

16
11:30 OHLC Staff

17
10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 CADA Parenting
6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts

6:00 Webelos
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

22 Newsletter Deadline
9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood/St. B.
1:30 Understanding Grief
6:00 CADA Parenting
6:00 Lions/Tigers/Bears
6:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts
29

23
1:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Library Committee

24

6:00 Arrow of Light
6:00 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board/Review

6:00 Webelos
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA
30 OHLC at SPIN Café

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
31 OHLC at SPIN Café

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 Webelos
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 North Whidbey NA

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
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FRIDAY
4

SATURDAY
5

4:30 Rock painting,
M. Tull & friends
Women’s Retreat, May 4-6, Quaker Cove,
Anacortes
11

12
9:30 Camp Lutherwood
Board meeting,
Bellingham
10:00 Pentecost Praise
Group
10:00 4-H Robotics
Rodeo

18

19
9:00 3Cs
10:00 Pentecost Praise
Group

25
Deadline for reports for
the Annual Report!
Please e-mail to Rekann
in the church office.

26

