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Pastor’s Page

in our role as citizens and community members. All are a
means through which God can be served. Behind the faces
of ordinary human beings – parents, doctors, mechanics,
teachers, farmers, volunteers, waitresses, pastors – God is
at work! This is not to say that every single job this world has
to offer can be considered a godly vocation, of course. Hit men,
drug dealers, and burlesque dancers who become Christians, for instance,
need to seek different employment opportunities. However, even the most
humble, earthy tasks in a variety of settings become holy callings when exercised in Christian faith.

Back to work!
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.”
Colossians 3:17

REFORMATION 500
A year-long series of
articles celebrating 500
years of Lutheran
Christianity

“It is pure invention that pope, bishops,
priests and monks are to be called the ‘spiritual
estate;’ princes, lords, artisans, and farmers the ‘temporal estate.’ That is
indeed a fine bit of lying and hypocrisy. Yet no one should be frightened by
it; and for this reason – namely, that all Christians are truly of the spiritual
estate, and there is among them no difference at all but that of office.”
Martin Luther, “To the Christian Nobility of the German Nation” (1520)

According to Lutheran theology, the stay-at-home mom nursing her
baby is doing God’s work as much as the pastor distributing Holy Communion. The father reading a Bible story to his child is doing God’s work as
much as the missionary bringing the gospel to a far-off land. The dishwasher at the bowling alley is doing God’s work as much as the sacristan
polishing the pope’s own chalice. The retiree volunteering in his or her
community is doing God’s work as much as a deacon sharing a prayer with a
hurting church member. God doesn’t just work through the church, or just
through those called to ordained ministry in the church – God works through
our callings as parents, workers, and citizens as well.

“When a father goes ahead and washes diapers or performs some other
mean task for his child…God, with all his angels and creatures, is smiling,
not because that father is washing diapers, but because he is doing so in
Christian faith.”
Martin Luther, “On the Estate of Marriage” (1519)

i

t’s September, and time to get back to work! The month begins with
Labor Day, which celebrates the achievements of the American labor
movement and also serves as the unofficial end of summer. Vacation
season is over, and people from all walks of life are going back to work.
Kids are gathering their school supplies and getting back to their work of
being students. I am happy to be back from sabbatical, and ready to get back
to the work of ministry at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. While there is
often a wistfulness in saying goodbye to summer, there is also for many
people a sense of joy in getting back to work. This joy is ever greater when
one realizes that their work is a way of serving God!

In his classic book Luther on Vocation, Gustav Wingren summarizes Luther’s theology of vocation well, writing: “God does not need our
good works. But our neighbor does.” Our work in the world is not a way to
earn God’s favor. It is certainly not a way to earn our salvation. That is
Jesus’ work, not ours. God doesn’t need our good works. But our neighbor
does. God smiles upon our work not because it earns us a gold star on our
heavenly report card, but because we are acting in faith to serve the world he
so dearly loves.

T

here are many studies today suggesting people are happiest and
healthiest when they find their lives to be meaningful. Nursing home
residents, for instance, do measurably better when they are given even small,
humble responsibilities such as caring for a plant. Work gives our lives
meaning. Even menial or seasonal work that might be a stepping stone to
one’s dream career provides meaning and purpose in life. This is all
compounded when one realizes that even the most humble tasks are holy
callings when exercised in Christian faith.

Lutheran theology celebrates our work in the world as a way of
serving God. Prior to the Reformation, there was a sharp distinction
between what was considered religious or spiritual work and what was
thought of as temporal or worldly. The former was fraught with spiritual
significance and seen as a way to please God, while the latter was seen
largely as secular toil, irrelevant to a life of Christian discipleship. As
Martin Luther brought his insights from the Bible to bear in his reform of the
church, he erased the distinction between religious vocations and “secular”
vocations, and affirmed the common callings of human life as valid and
important ways of serving God by serving others.

After a summer-long sabbatical, I am ready to get back to work. I
hope you are too as we take up our calling to serve God here at Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church. Even more, I hope you can see that your work – in or out
of church – is meaningful and needed and holy. Through it you serve God
by serving others.
- Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer

Luther called our vocations the “masks of God.” These vocations
are not limited to paid employment or what we might call careers, but include all our daily tasks in the home, in our employment, in the church, and
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Make a joyful noise – join a choir!

Worship Notes

o you like to sing? Can you flick your wrist on command? You
D
might be a candidate for one of our music ministries! We have five
music groups at OHLC: four vocal and one handbell. All are welcoming

Regular worship schedule resumes September 3

to newcomers! Enjoy the special fellowship that comes from making
music with fellow Christians and share your gifts in worship to the glory
of God. Rehearsals are just beginning, so now is a great time to get
involved!

Please note we will return to our normal worship schedule on
Sunday, September 3, with services at 8:00 and 10:30 AM.

Morning Glory: rehearses Thursdays, 4:15 PM
Morning Glory sings at our 8:00 AM service.
Director: Verna Morgan

Introducing John Ylvisaker’s St. Paul’s Setting liturgy
eginning September 3, we will be using a new liturgy written by John
B
Ylvisaker, the Lutheran musician and composer best known for his
popular, touching hymn Borning Cry. His St. Paul’s Setting liturgy

Praise Team: rehearses Thursdays, 5:15 PM
Praise Team sings contemporary music periodically at both services.
Director: Verna Morgan

freshens up the traditional parts of the Lutheran liturgy with bright, singable melodies.
Ylvisaker, who has been called “the Bob Dylan of Lutheranism,”
died this past year. In a tribute article, Luther Seminary professor Gracia
Grindal wrote, “John had a very deep understanding of tradition and originality. It was part of his genius. He said he never wrote an original
hymn or song. A bit of an exaggeration, no doubt, but his tunes, whether
“folk” or not, have the sound of the folk about them.” She also wrote: “I
am thankful for the good sense he had for the importance of memory,
convention, and originality in the song of the church.
It is a narrow path. One can be too original; one can
be too conventional. The great song-writers have
to find their way through that thicket so people
will gladly sing their songs. His genius for
striking the balance is to be commended.”
We will use Ylvisaker’s St. Paul’s
Setting throughout the pro-gram year ahead,
with seasonal variations. As Grindal so aptly
describes Ylvisaker’s work, this liturgy is a
nice balance of tradition and modernity,
reverence and sprightly melodies. The OHLC
choirs and accompanists have been learning it
over the summer and are ready to help us all learn it.
OHLC’s church musicians are confident that it will be a
welcome addition to our liturgical repertoire, and that we will soon all be
gladly singing it from the heart.

Harbor Bells: rehearses Wednesdays, 5:30 PM
Harbor Bells is our handbell choir and plays occasionally
at both services.
Director: Jan Ernst
Harbor Choir: rehearses Wednesdays, 7:00 PM
Harbor Choir sings regularly at our 10:30 service
and on other special occasions.
Director: Cynthia Akins
Youth Choir: rehearses Thursdays, 3:45 PM
Youth Choir, for grades 2-5,
sings periodically at both services.
Director: Verna Morgan

September 10: Blessing of the backpacks!
As a new school year begins, we invite the
children and youth of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church to
bring their school book bags and backpacks to worship
on Sunday, September 10 for a special blessing. The
blessing will be offered at both the 8:00 and 10:30 AM
services.
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Growing & Learning

Confirmation kick-off BBQ set for September 17
Confirmation students (those in 7th & 8th grades) and their
families (siblings welcome) will meet on Sunday, September 17 at 6 PM
for a BBQ potluck to kick off the new year and distribute schedules and
materials. Burgers and drinks will be provided. Please bring a side dish
to share.

Adult education in September
Opportunities for adult education will resume on Sunday,
September 10, meeting in the church library from 9:15-10:15 AM.
Here’s the schedule for the month:
September 10:
“How I Spent My Summer Sabbatical”
Pastor Spencer will share insights and adventures from his sabbatical,
particularly his visits to congregations in the San Diego area.
September 17:
Bible study in Genesis
Pastor Dick Koch leads this study, continuing through October 15.

This month Munchy Monday returns!
Our student outreach program for Oak Harbor High School will
start up Monday, the 18th of September. Barring holidays, we provide a
safe haven for students on early release Mondays between the hours of
1:00 and 3:00 PM.
We are looking for volunteers to set up in the kitchen and
shepherd the students in the youth room and fellowship hall, as well as
volunteers to donate food and/or supplies. If you are interested in
helping out in any capacity or would like to learn more, please sign up on
the opportunity section of a Connection Card on Sunday morning or email me at bethasteph@gmail.com. Thank you for your continued
support!

Sunday School resumes September 10!
We’re in for another great year of
growing in faith as Sunday School resumes,
on Sunday, September 10. Classes for Pre-K
through Grade 6 are held in the education
wing, 9:15 to 10:15 AM. Back by popular
demand, we will be enjoying another year of
the Whirl curriculum, which introduces the lessons we hear in worship
with fun, short videos. See you at Sunday School!

Beth Stephens, Munchy Monday coordinator

Exciting new program begins for Luth Youth (Grades 7-12)!
On September 10th our Luth Youth group (7th - 12th grades) will
begin meeting on Sunday mornings in the Youth Room, 9:15 to 10:15
AM. This year they will be studying an upcoming gospel reading and
preparing a drama (skit or video) to present to the congregation on the
Sunday it appears in the lectionary. Once per month we will enjoy the
fruits of their efforts in worship!
They will be led in Bible study by John and Penny Fowkes, who
also have a background in teaching drama and
producing videos. All youth in 7th - 12th grades are
encouraged to participate in this fun new program. If
you aren’t comfortable in front of people or on
camera, there will be plenty of other ways to
participate!

Luth Youth pizza and movie night,
Friday, September 22
Our Luth Youth group (7th – 12th
graders) will be getting together in the youth
room from 6:00 to 9:00 PM on Friday,
September 22, to watch the new movie, The
Case for Christ.
We’ll enjoy pizza before and
conversations afterwards. Bring a friend!
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more from Growing & Learning

New OHLC Dinner Club groups are forming!
Would you like to get to know your
fellow OHLC members a little better?
Would you like to take an active role in
welcoming newcomers to OHLC? Do you
like to enjoy food and fellowship with
others? Sign up for the OHLC Dinner Club! Names of those interested
will be collected through September 24 via the Connection Card sign up
slip in your church bulletin.

Notes from the church library

H

ave you been hearing voices at home lately?
A murmur from behind the couch cushions
or from under your favorite reading chair? If
the whisper is saying, “Take me home,” then it’s most likely a book that
needs to be returned to the church library! [Please note the Library
Committee is not the group to contact about any other voices you may be
hearing...]

Participants will be organized into groups consisting of two or
three households. Groups will then be encouraged to have dinner
together three times during the program year (October through May),
with each household taking a turn to host. Whoever is hosting provides
the main dish, and coordinates the other members of the group in
bringing side dishes. The host is also encouraged to invite one additional
household – either newcomers to OHLC or unchurched friends from the
community. (If you are unable to host, but would like to participate, you
are welcome to sign up. Arrangements will be made.) After the three
dinners are shared, the groups are disbanded – though the relationships
will surely remain! Sign up for the OHLC Dinner Club! Bon appétit!

OHLC’s library is a great place to find reference and background
materials for Bible study, helpful publications on issues such as
caregiving and other challenges in life, as well as nonfiction and fiction
for all ages. We have a good selection of children’s books and several
shelves devoted to large print.
We’re in need of a few more Library Committee volunteers!
The group usually meets every 2 months for an afternoon to reshelf
returned books and process donations. Talk to Leona McKee if you’d
like more information, 360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net.
We appreciate your book donations but may not be able to
accept them all for our shelves. Please contact Leona before you
drop them off!
The Library Committee

Marriage Encounter weekend set for November 3-5
A Marriage Encounter weekend is 44 hours
where married couples can get away from jobs,
kids, chores, and phones—and focus only on each
other. If you’d like greater depth, growth, and
enrichment in your relationship, you’ll like the
difference a Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend
can make! Join millions of couples worldwide who
have learned how to keep their marriage vibrant
and alive.

New Luther film airing on PBS on September 12
Martin Luther: The Idea That Changed the
World is set to air on KCTS Channel 9 on Tuesday,
Sept. 12, at 8:00 PM. Funded by Thrivent Financial,
the film dramatizes the events that shaped Luther and
examines the questions he wrestled with, such as
“Who am I?” “What is my purpose?” and “How do I
get right with God?”
Narrated by Hugh Bonneville (Downton Abbey) and starring
Padraic Delaney (The Tudors), this highly-visual docudrama uses fullscale dramatizations to tell the story of Martin Luther as people around
the world this year celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.
Don’t miss it!

The next Marriage Encounter weekend for the Seattle area is
being planned for November 1-3. More details about the location are
coming soon. In the meantime, save the date!
This will be Pastor Spencer and Amy’s first time as
presenters at a Marriage Encounter weekend! Join them for a
weekend of discovery, leading to a lifetime of love. Pass the word around
to your married friends!
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His Kids Preschool

BookMarks

C

T

a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

onference letters have been sent, the handbook has been updated, and soon His Kids
Preschool will be beginning their 2017/18
school year! We are looking forward to welcoming the children and their parents to this great
program, an important part of OHLC ministry, on
Monday, September 11. This year, no major makeovers happened inside
the classroom, but we’ve made some changes to the times the children
will be attending class. Our new times are as follows: M, T, W, from
9:00 AM to 12:00 noon and 12:45 to 3:45 PM. We are hoping that a
longer class time will help families and their schedules.

he Coupeville Book Group meets Tuesday, September 5, 7:00

PM in the home of Donna Rieb, 1011 Summit Loop, 360-678-6185.
Donna will provide the evening’s dessert and Margaret Anderson will
lead discussion of the book Me Before You, by Jojo Moyes:
They had nothing in common until love gave them everything to
lose.
Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an exceedingly ordinary life–
steady boyfriend, close family–who has never been farther afield than
their tiny village. She takes a badly needed job working for ex–Master
of the Universe Will Traynor, wheelchair-bound after an accident. Will
has always lived a huge life–big deals, extreme sports, worldwide
travel–and now he’s pretty sure he can’t live the way he is.
Will is acerbic, moody, bossy–but Lou refuses to treat him with kid
gloves, and soon his happiness means more to her than she expected.
When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out
to show him that life is still worth living.
A love story for this generation, Me Before You brings to life two
people who couldn’t have less in common—a heartbreakingly
romantic novel that asks, What do you do when making the person
you love happy also means breaking your own heart?
Fiction, 369 pages

The first week of September, the parents and children will be
coming in for their conference times to meet Ms Elva. The children will
pick out their cubbies and special drinking glass for snack time, new
students will receive the His Kids book bags, and returning students will
get their t-shirts.
During the first few weeks of school, the children will be
learning about colors, shapes and getting to know the letters C, A, and O.
The children – along with the teachers! – will be getting to know each
other, building relationships as well as getting familiar with the routine
of the classroom. We’ll wrap up the month by making applesauce on
Apple Day as well as enjoying our first field trip of the school year,
which will take us to the public library.

T

he Second Wednesday Book Group meets September 13 at

1:00 PM in the church library to discuss The Death of Bees, by Lisa
O’Donnel:

We still have afternoon openings in the program. If you know of
a family looking for a preschool for their 3- to 4-year-old child who
would benefit from a play and learn environment, please have them
contact the church office.

Trying to keep the death of their parents a secret, Marnie and her
little sister Nelly are on their own. After some time passes, several
neighbors in Glascow’s Hazelhurst housing estate suspect that
something is amiss with the girls.
Fiction, 311 pages
Also available as e-book

We ask that you pray for the teachers and the children as we start
a new year, and not only for His Kids, but for all who are returning to
school.
Please join us in welcoming the 2017/18 His Kids Preschool
students: Cole, Connor, Logan, Victoria, Cesar, Graham, Colton, Lia,
Ainsley, Gabi, Grayson, David, Milanya, Brenden, Joshua, Oliver,
Aaron, Mallory, Abigail, Abigail, Soraya, Collin.

Questions about OHLC’s book groups?
For information about the Coupeville group,
contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com, 360678-5712. Leona McKee is the contact person for
the 2nd Wednesday group, 360-675-5712,
becam68@comcast.net. Newcomers are always welcome!

We wish everyone a blessed month,
Ms Elva, Ms Michelle and Ms Sara
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Women of OHLC

Craft items wanted for the bazaar!

i

f you’re a crafter and find you have a few moments to spare now that
the kids are back in school, why not keep your hands busy with
projects for OHLC’s upcoming Holiday Bazaar?
The women of Lydia Circle will hold their 5th annual bazaar on
Saturday, November 5. All proceeds will go towards OHLC projects.
Questions? Talk to Mary Brock or Becky Peattie.

opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Help wanted for Blanket Workshop!
If you can measure with a short ruler and put in pins
without shedding too much blood, then we’d love to have you
help us assemble tied quilts for Lutheran World Relief! Newcomers are always welcome!
Blanket Workshop meets Monday & Tuesday, Sept. 5
& 6, beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall. Need more information? Contact Leona McKee, 360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net.

Synod Women’s Bible study overview, Sept. 16 in Des Moines:
The Synod Women’s Organizations of the NW Washington
Synod (that’s ours) and SW Washington Synod are co-sponsoring an
event at Grace Lutheran Church, Des Moines, WA, 9:00 AM to noon.
The Reverend Julia Seymour will guide participants in a
consideration of the ELCA Women’s Gather magazine’s fall Bible
study, which examines the 3 main articles in the Apostle’s Creed. Cost
is $10 per person at the door; a continental breakfast will be provided. If
you’re interested in attending or have further questions, contact NWWA
Synod Women’s Organization board member, (OHLC’s own) Gaye
Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com. Grace Lutheran Church is located at
22975 24th Avenue South, Des Moines.

Imagine the comfort that comes with a hug when someone is in a
time of deepest need. Through a simple combination of fabric and
thread, you can reach out to those with some of the greatest needs in the
world, not wrapping them in your arms, but wrapping them in the work
of your hands through an LWR quilt. Most often recipients use their
LWR quilts to shield against the cold and rain, but their versatility also
makes them useful as simple tents, floor coverings, or a wrap to hold a
baby on his mother’s back.
– Lutheran World Relief Ministry Guide, © 2014

Circles
Women’s circles meet regularly for Bible study, fellowship, and
occasional service projects. Newcomers are always welcome!

Northwest Washington Synod
Women’s Convention,
Saturday, October 7, 2017

9/4 & 18
Lydia Circle meets at 6 PM in the prayer room
9/7, 14, 21, 28 Deborah Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
9/19
Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
Lydia Circle news: The new study book is 12 Ordinary Men, by John
MacArthur. Questions about Lydia Circle? Contact Becky Peattie,
beckypeattie@yahoo.com.

7:30 AM – 4:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church,
Lynnwood
The theme is Dancing Through the Waters, based on
Exodus 15:20, focusing on Miriam’s story.
Worship leader is Pastor Joan Beck.
Speakers addressing Miriam’s story are the Reverend Heidi Fish,
Rabbi Yohanna Kinberg, and Muslim principal Nihal Fahim.
Dance leader is Pastor Shannyn Fuerst.

Deborah Circle notes: Circle meetings last until noon. For more
information, contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com
9/ 7: The Apostles’ Creed, Session 1, We believe in God...,
September Gather magazine, pgs. 22-24
9/14: The Apostles’ Creed, Session 1, We believe in God...,
September Gather magazine, pgs. 25-26
9/21: Celebration of September birthdays!
9/28: The Apostles’ Creed, Session 1, We believe in God...,
September Gather magazine, pgs. 26-27

Registration: $40 (includes continental breakfast and lunch)
$45 after September 15.
Registration forms are available in the church office.
Interested in attending as a voting member? Talk to Gaye Rodriguey,
or make a note on a Connections Card on a Sunday in September.
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Compassion Ministry

The volunteers at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church have provided their
talents, patience and enthusiasm in helping SPIN Café work.
As SPIN Café grows, its board of directors (which includes
several members of the congregation) is committed to developing the
SPIN Café mission to a more permanent and multi-use facility where
many of the programs can be housed comfortably under the same roof.
This vision of the future is quite attainable and the Board of Directors
looks forward to developing SPIN Café as a vital tool to help those in
this community get a step up.

Ministry of the Month:
SPIN Café – Serving People In Need

S

PIN Café is the focus of our ministry of the month at Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church. The Café has been open to the public for several
years now and it has turned out to be a vital and greatly-needed
resource to the Oak Harbor community. Oak Harbor Lutheran
volunteers have been a key support group in maintaining the Café and
helping monthly to serve free meals for Oak Harbor residents.

The job is not done, of course. Volunteers are always needed.
So as we consider SPIN Café as the ministry of the month we appeal to
you all at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church, to commit some of your time to
come down and help some afternoon with set-up, clean-up, and serving
the meals.
In Christ, who provides,
The Reverend Marc Stroud

Although the primary focus at SPIN has been to supply food
resources to the homeless population of Whidbey Island, we have seen in
the past year a greater population of residents in the area who are coming
to SPIN Café to supplement their fixed or low incomes. These are your
neighbors and friends. These are residents who are on a limited budget
but are treated as honored guests. Families who are out to have a sitdown dinner with their children. Single elderly people on a fixed income
who come to share a meal with their friends as an evening out of the
house. SPIN Café provides welcome and refuge to all who enter.

Bath towels needed
SPIN Café provides shower vouchers for local
homeless men and women to use the facilities at the
Oak Harbor public swimming pool. As you might
expect, this small service is a valuable resource for
those who do not have access to showers. SPIN Café needs your help to
obtain a supply of bath towels and wash cloths for their clients.

But SPIN is more than a place for people to get a hot meal. The
mission of SPIN Café is to provide resources for those who are seeking
to improve their lives. SPIN Café has counselors on hand to guide and
direct people toward job services. The facility is open between meals to
offer a casual place to study, do job searches, find advice and
collect resources to improve their situation. SPIN Café is the
intake and pick-up point for the new Housing Coalition which
offers overnight shelter in local churches. The Café also
offers a shower voucher system, in conjunction with the local
public pool, to allow the homeless a place to clean up (See the
related item to the right!).

If you can provide a towel set, we need about 30 institutional,
large white towels and wash cloths to maintain a weekly supply. Please
consider helping the cause. Bring your towel sets to the church office.
Contact Marc Stroud or Bob Wall if you have any questions.

SPIN Café has grown to be an integral part of the Oak Harbor
community. When I came to the island 16 years ago I was astonished by
the lack of basic services that Whidbey Island had available for those
who were in need. SPIN Café has stepped up and now stands along with
other non-profit agencies like Help House, Opportunity Council, and the
Garage of Blessings to provide essential resources to Island County. For
the past several years, SPIN has doubled its services to the community
and it has been a joy to see how volunteers from the churches in the area
have stepped in to help support the underprivileged of this community.

Watoto update

T

here will be a dinner meeting in the Lycksell home on Sunday,
September 10 to plan the annual Oktoberfest dinner and auction. If
you’re interested in attending, please contact Skip and Judy,
lycksell@comcast.net, or leave a message at 360-679-2010.
We’re looking forward to the Oktoberfest event, Friday, Oct. 27,
at the Oak Harbor Elks Club, and the Watoto Children’s Choir concert in
November!
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We’re collecting school supplies for Lutheran World Relief

more from Compassion Ministry

For all SPIN enthusiasts, current & prospective!

E

ducation is important for every community,
especially where poverty or disaster has limited
the options for young people to reach their
potential. School Kits contain essential supplies to
help children – and in some cases adults – continue
learning despite the hardships they face. That
learning leads to a better life for them, their
families, and their communities.

If you are a current volunteer for SPIN Café. . .
If you think you might like to volunteer at SPIN . . .
If you just want to know more about OHLC’s affiliation with SPIN . . .
Save the date and join us for lunch on Sunday, October 1 in the
church library at about 11:45 AM, following the wo:30 AM service.
Find out what’s new at SPIN! We will have some “good eats”
and fellowship time to share. Sign-up sheets will be available for the
coming year so you can plan your volunteer commitments and help the
SPIN organizers know a little ahead of time who will be
working. This is also an opportunity to share any ideas
you’d like to see implemented. We’d love to recruit
more volunteers. You’ll receive training, so you’ll be
comfortable on the day you serve.
If you plan to attend this gathering on October 1,
RSVP via the opportunity section of an upcoming
Connection Card on a Sunday morning, or you may
phone the church office, 360-679-1561.

- Lutheran World Relief Ministry Guide, © 2014

Trudy Decker, OHLC’s school kit coordinator, has set a goal of
100 kits to be ready for October’s shipment. Thank you to those who
have already donated so generously towards this appeal! In order to
make up our target number, we’re still in need of the following items:
70-sheet spiral notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper (Each kit
contains 4 notebooks – please, NO loose-leaf paper)
30-centimeter rulers, or rulers marked in inches and centimeters
pencil sharpeners
blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
It’s important to be sure that items are new, in good condition,
and not decorated in any way with religious symbols, national flags,
military symbols, or camouflage. Contributions towards the Shipping
Fund are also very much appreciated. Thank you!

Sign up to volunteer in September!
September’s serving dates are SPIN
Café are Wednesday & Thursday, the 27th &
28th. Sign up on the sheets posted on the
bulletin board in the narthex to the right of
the main sanctuary doors.
First shift volunteers do basic set-up
and then serve beverages to our visitors.
later shifts take orders, plate the prepared
food, and serve the tables. By 5:30 PM, we can serve seconds (assuming
there are leftovers). By 6 PM, we’re cleaning up the tables and chairs
and the serving area, and then we’re out the door. It’s a fun way to make
better connections with OHLC brothers and sisters as well as meet
people in our community served by SPIN.
The café is located at 658 SE Bayshore Drive.

In appreciation:
Special thanks to OHLC for allowing the Oak Harbor Sister City
committee to use Herrigstad Hall on Saturday, August 19, for the Sister
City event. Hula/Zumba/Latin Dance were highlighted, each with an
experienced teacher. We raised approximately $1,000 for Oak Harbor’s
sister city, Santa Rita, Olongapo City, Philippines. OHLC members in
attendance at the fun evening were Kerri Totten and the Walls.

If you have questions about SPIN Café activities, please contact
me (Carol Wall), 360-320-9466, or Judy Fantauzzi, 518-210-1538.

Bob Wall, Sister City Committee Chairperson

Carol Wall
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in sympathy

Here’s Help

W

Hope for hurting parents of troubled kids,

e were shocked and saddened to receive word
on August 23 of the sudden death of Linda
Rhodes. She was 63 and had been a member of Oak
Harbor Lutheran Church since 1976. She will be
missed for a myriad reasons, including her generosity in contributing
many handcrafted items over the years for the church bazaar and sewing
children’s shorts and hundreds of “pillowcase dresses” that were sent to
Uganda with our Watoto team’s visits. Peace be to her memory.
Please keep Linda’s husband, Dusty, their daughters Dawn and
Christine, and her sister, Kathy Davis in your prayers, as well as the rest
of the extended family and Linda’s many friends.
Her memorial service will be held at 2:00 PM on Friday,
September 1 at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church; committal will be at
10:00 AM at Grand View Cemetery, Anacortes. Both are open to the
public.

a support group for parents of teens and young adults involved in selfharming behaviors, substance abuse, and mental health issues:
Meets the 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of each month, from 6:30 to 8:00
PM. First meeting is September 12 in the conference room at Whidbey
Coffee, 31275 Highway 20 (near Wendy’s) in Oak Harbor. Contact Don
or Ann Jaques for more information, 360-672-5447,
dnajaques@comcast.net.

Mighty To Save Ministries presents

Inmate Art Auction and Dinner
Saturday, September 23, 6:00-8:00 PM

i

n loving memory: Tom Piper has posted a note and photo on the
narthex bulletin board about the bench at the north end of Pondilla
Lake, Fort Ebey State Park, set in place on June 13 in memory of Tom’s
dear wife Ellie Piper. Among those assisting him with the work project
were OHLC’s Pastor Marc Stroud and Tom Carey.

Oak Harbor Elks Lodge, 155 NE Ernst Street
featuring and celebrating art created by inmates
and those formerly struggling with addictions.
Tickets are $25 per person,
or sponsor an entire table for $200 and invite your guests.
Tickets may be purchased online at www.MightyToSaveMinistries.org
or by calling 360-929-2959.

Congregation News

Mighty to Save Ministries, a local organization, offers hope and new
beginnings to young adults who want to be free from addictions by
providing mentoring, discipleship, and transition. Visit their website for
more information, www.MightyToSaveMinistries.org

Please note this change in address for Craig & Colleen
Pedlar:
1332 SW Windsor Street, Oak Harbor
Duane & Marilyn Jensen have officially moved to
Arizona. Here’s their new address:
10819 N 10th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85020
Tess Lycksell (Skip’s mom) has a new address:
31080 State Hwy. 20 Apt. F1, Oak Harbor

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for
September.

Congratulations to Nick VandeGriend, recently retired from the Navy!
He and Sonja and their sons have moved back into their house in Oak
Harbor, so please note this change in address:
2420 SW Capital Street, Oak Harbor

The deadline for articles for the October newsletter is Thursday,
September 21.
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Worship assistants

Financial report

July

September 3
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Sheila Ryan
Communion Asst.: Mike Fankhauser
Ushers:
Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger
Communion Asst.: Sande Mulkey
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

Income
Outgo

July
$ 35,492
30,854
$ 4,637

Year to date
$ 253,836
259,647
$ (5,811)

September 10
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Candi Amarelo
Ushers:
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Gaye Rodriguey
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Micah Burrow
Computer:
Organ/Piano:
Assisting Min.: Debbie
Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

September 17
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Ushers: Ellis family
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.:
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Natalie Stone
Computer:
Organ/Piano:
Acolyte: John Totten
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

Worship attendance

August

Date
9:30 AM
July 30
129
Aug. 6
128
Aug. 13
118
Aug. 20
132
Aug. 27
(Picnic) 142
Average Att.
130

Nursery
3
3
0
1
—
2

Coupeville
18
21
20
11
24
19

Average Sunday attendance: 151

September 24
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Tom Piper
Communion Asst.: Sheila Ryan
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Assisting Minister: Craig Pedlar
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer:
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Sadie Harbaugh
Computer:
Organ/Piano:
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations

September
2 Nicolai Frederik Severin Grundvig,
bishop, renewer of the Church, 1872
9 Peter Claver, priest, missionary to
Colombia, 1654
13 John Chrysostom, Bishop of
Constantinople, 407
14 The Holy Cross

Little Lutheran bags in September: Gaye Rodriguey
This month’s decorative font is Solemnis
11

17 Hildegard of Bingen,
abbess, 1179
18 Dag Hammarskjold,
peacemaker, 1961
21 Matthew, Apostle
& Evangelist
29 Michael and All Angels

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

Classes begin Sept. 11!
M, T, W:
9:00 AM-12:00 PM
12:45-3:45 PM
3
Healing prayer
at both morning services
Worship
Worship

10
Blessing of
backpacks& school bags,
both morning services
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Luth Youth
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

2

www.oakharborlutheran.org

4

Labor Day
Church office closed

5
9:00 Blanket Workshop

7:00 Solutions

6:00 Patrol Leaders
7:00 Girl Scout Leaders
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Coupeville
Book Group

11

12

6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps

Classes begin for
His Kids Preschool!

12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
7:00 Solutions

18

6
Preschool Conferences
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study
9:00 Blanket Workshop
11:30 OHLC Staff
1:30 Breastfeeding USA

7
Preschool Conferences
10:00 Deborah Circle

7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:30 SPIN Board
6:00 Knitting Group

13
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study

14
10:00 Deborah Circle

11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Book Group

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:00 Stephen Ministry
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council

8

9

OHHS
home football game;
OHLC parking lot
in use

15

19

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

10:00 Rebecca Circle

20
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study
11:30 OHLC Staff

6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Solutions

6:30 Scout Adult Comm.
7:00 Boy Scouts

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

25

26

21 Newsletter Deadline

16
9:00 Synod Women’s
Bible study event at
Grace Lutheran,
Des Moines

9:30 Stamping Group

7:00 Boy Scouts
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
17
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Luth Youth
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Confirmation Kick-off
BBQ 6:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
24
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Luth Youth
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30

SATURDAY

2:00 Memorial Service,
Linda Rhodes

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

8:00
10:30

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

FRIDAY
1

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Conferences
Sept. 6&7

22

23

10:00 Deborah Circle

12:00 Munchy Monday

9:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Munchy Monday

27 OHLC at SPIN Café
8:45 Pastors’ Text Study
11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Library Committee

12:00 Brotherhood of
St. Bernard

7:00 Solutions

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board of Rev.

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

12

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

6:00 Luth Youth
Pizza & movie night

28 OHLC at SPIN Café

29

10:00 Deborah Circle
3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

OHHS
home football game;
OHLC parking lot
in use

30

