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Pastor’s Page:

said, “When I get up in the morning, I pray with the children the Ten
Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and then some psalm.”
Luther wrote about marriage as a “school for Christian character” as
forgiveness and sacrificial love are put into practice in the daily give and
take of married life. As monasteries and convents emptied as a result of
Luther’s reforms, many followed Martin and Katie in moving faith
practices from the monastery to the home.

From the monastery to the home

“You shall put these words of mine in your
heart and soul, and you shall bind them as a
sign on your hand, and fix them as an
emblem on your forehead. Teach them to
your children, talking about them when you
are at home and when you are away, when
you lie down and when you rise. Write them
on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates, so that your days and the days of your
children may be multiplied in the land that
the Lord swore to your ancestors to give
them, as long as the heavens are above the
earth.”
Deuteronomy 11:18-22

As with so many of Luther’s reforms, this development was a
return to an earlier biblical practice rather than something wholly new.
From Israel’s earliest days, the primary locus of faith formation and
serving God was the home. The book of Acts describes households
practicing Christian faith together. The letters of Paul include household
codes encouraging people to see their homes and families as places
where Christ is encountered, shared, and served.

REFORMATION 500
A year-long series of
articles celebrating 500
years of Lutheran
Christianity

As we find ourselves in an increasingly post-Christian culture,
the idea that the home is the primary place where faith is formed has
taken on a new urgency. We no longer have the broad cultural consensus
which privileged and encouraged Christian faith. We cannot expect one
hour per week at church to have the impact it once
did now that the culture isn’t reinforcing Christian
assumptions as it did in past generations. This
reinforcing must happen at home.

“Most certainly father and mother are apostles, bishops and priests to their
children, if they make them acquainted with the gospel. In short, there is no
greater or nobler authority on earth than that of parents over their children,
for this authority is both spiritual and temporal.”
Martin Luther, The Estate of Marriage, 1522

W

hen Martin Luther and Katharina Von Bora were expecting
their first child, rumors spread throughout Europe that the
union of this former monk and former nun would result in the
birth of the antichrist, or perhaps a two-headed monster. It didn’t.
Instead, they welcomed a sweet, healthy baby boy they named Johannes.
They would go on to have five more children, none of whom ended up
being the antichrist or two-headed monsters. The malicious rumors
about Martin and Katie’s offspring reflect the piety of the medieval
church, which saw monasticism as a higher form of spirituality and
discipleship. For a renegade monk and a runaway nun to renounce their
vows and marry and make babies was thought to be a blasphemous insult
which would surely bring horrible consequences.

This renewed emphasis on faith formation
in the home has influenced how I shape programming here at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. While we still have occasional age-segregated
youth activities, most events – including especially confirmation and first
communion instruction – expect the involvement of parents or guardians,
and encourage and equip households so faith formation can continue in
the home. The church increasingly needs to be seen as a resource center
for the home rather than the sole center for spirituality and discipleship.
The religious groups which have most effectively passed their
faith on to their young people in the midst of an indifferent or even
hostile culture have been Jews and Mormons. How have they done this?
By moving faith formation into the home. As Lutheran Christians today
we need to do the same thing. Thankfully, we already have a great
example to follow in Martin and Katie themselves as they shook off the
nasty rumors surrounding the birth of their precious Johannes and went
on to joyfully serve Christ in and through the vows and disciplines of
marriage and family.
Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer

As Martin and Katie settled into family life, however, they began
to show the world that the home was a vital center for spirituality and
discipleship, and that marriage and parenthood were sacred callings through which faith
was formed and practiced. Luther wrote the
Small Catechism for the head of house-hold to
use in the instruction of children. Luther not
only practiced what he preached, he preached
what he practiced. In a sermon from 1530 he
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Growing & Learning

May 14: Muffins with moms!

T

he VBS team and the men of OHLC will host
special fellowship times after services on Mother’s
Day featuring a variety of delicious muffins! All are invited to enjoy a muffin after worship, in honor of all the
mothers of OHLC. There will be a free-will offering to support our
Vacation Bible School program this summer.

YOUTH & FAMILY NIGHT AT OHLC
Sunday, May 7, 6:00-7:30
Good Shepherd Sunday Edition!

May 21: Preschool Sunday!

O

n Sunday, May 21 we will celebrate His Kids Preschool, a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran
Church, as we welcome our preschool families to worship at the 10:30
AM service. The kids will sing some of the songs they’ve learned in
chapel. A special reception will be held afterwards, hosted by our
Preschool Committee.

May 28: Holy Communion education for kids

J

ourney to Jesus’ Table is a special learning experience
offered both as a first communion class for children
who are not yet receiving communion, and as a refresher
class for those who have already begun. This active and
interactive class is for kindergarteners through third graders, and requires
a parent or guardian to attend with their child. We’ll start our journey in
the library at noon, and we’ll be finished by 1:30 PM at the latest. Lunch
will be provided. RSVP via the opportunity section of the Welcome to
Worship form in your Sunday bulletin, or e-mail Pastor Spencer at
pastor@oakharborlutheran.org.

Join us for a special Good Shepherd Sunday
Youth and Family night!
+ We’ll enjoy LAMB CHOW (chocolate covered Chex)
+ We’ll play an EPIC MATCH of HIDE & SEEK, and
other games

Registration now open for Camp Lutherwood

W

+ We’ll get to pet a REAL BABY SHEEP, courtesy of
Three Sisters Family Farm

e have a wonderful camp right in our own back yard,
on the shores of beautiful Lake Samish in Bellingham.
Camp Lutherwood is currently taking registrations for
summer campers. You can register online at
www.camplutherwood.org. Through a gift of funds from the
OHLC Men’s Group we are able to offer a limited number of partial
camp scholarships. Please contact the church office if you are interested.
Check out the large bulletin board in the narthex this month for more
information about Lutherwood!

+ We’ll WORSHIP THE GOOD SHEPHERD with familyfriendly closing devotions in the sanctuary
Don’t miss this great opportunity for fun, fellowship, and faith!
All are welcome!
3

Munchy Monday looks ahead to summer break

Scholarships available from OHLC:
May 15 deadline for first-time; June 1 for renewals

M

unchy Monday, OHLC’s early-release Monday outreach to
Oak Harbor High School students, is coming to a close for this
school year. We will be celebrating with our annual barbeque
for the kids, graciously hosted by the Men’s Ministry, on the 22nd of
May. Extra helpers and food donations for this event will be needed!
Please check the bulletin for details as the time draws closer.

It’s scholarship application time!
Applications for the Theresa Ferguson
Memorial Scholarship have been mailed to all
members who are graduating seniors from high
school. The completed application packet is due
to Mrs. Lundstrom or to the church office by May
15, 2017.

Right now, though, we are asking for monetary donations
towards Munchy Monday in order to fund our BBQ and also to continue
this ministry in the coming year. Thank you so much for your support,
enthusiasm, delicious homemade and store-bought donations, and the
giving spirit that makes this all possible.

Current recipients of the scholarship have been e-mailed their
renewal application with instructions. The renewal can be e-mailed
directly to Mrs. Lundstrom or sent to the church office; deadline for
renewal applications is June 1.

A special thank you to the volunteers who so graciously gave of
their time and talents every week in order to make this a warm and
welcoming sanctuary. In addition, a huge thanks to Deborah Circle and
the Men’s Ministry for their monthly support, and to Lydia Circle for
replacing the broken basketball backboard (especially to Mark Needler
for doing the actual hands-on repair work).

Funds are limited and priority is given to graduating high school
seniors. If you are interested in applying for this generous gift to further
your education, stop by the church office and request a copy of the letter
of instruction and the application. Contact Shanna Lundstrom with
questions: 360-672-1383.

The High School kids appreciate this safe haven so much on
early-release days; their smiles, gratitude, and positive energy liven up
our hearts. It is a pleasure to provide this place of safety and fellowship.
Remember the barbecue on May 22, and then we’ll see you all in
the fall for the 2017-2018 school year of Munchy Monday!

May 14-June 18: Baby Bottle Boomerang

Beth Stephens, Munchy Monday coordinator
bethasteph@gmail.com

The Pregnancy Care Clinic (PCC) in Oak Harbor is
a ministry providing care and support for women and men
experiencing unexpected pregnancies. OHLC member
Morrie Parker serves on the PCC board.

OHLC’s baby boom!

This year, we are once again participating in their communitywide fundraiser, the Baby Bottle Boomerang. Those interested in
donating to our local PCC may pick up a PCC baby bottle in our narthex
on Mother’s Day (May 14). Take it home, fill it with change, cash,
and/or a check, and return it on (or by) Father’s Day (June 18).

We’ve had a baby boom at OHLC this spring! Andrew and
Becca Goudreau (Loren and Anne Wheeler’s daughter) welcomed baby
Grant on March 30. Ryan and Kaitlin Gray
(Tim & Donna Aspery’s eldest daughter)
welcomed baby Alice on April 4. Adam and
Kristin Duncan welcomed baby Peyton on
April 14. Seth Forney and Sara Hogarth
welcomed baby Jack on April 17. Congrats to
all of you on your little bundles of joy!

.
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Sabbatical News

Another goal for this time away from the duties of pastoral
ministry is for Amy and me to complete writing our talks for Lutheran
Marriage Encounter. As many of you know, the church council gave its
blessing to the two of us becoming a presenting couple for Lutheran
Marriage Encounter. This is a lengthy, demanding process, and we hope
to be “presentation-ready” by the end of 2017. This sabbatical will be a
great time to get a lot of writing done.

Pre-sabbatical thanks & thoughts from Pastor Jeff

F

irst, I want to say thank you to the Sabbatical Team (Georgette
Anglum, Dr. Robert Lycksell, Marge Moore, Ron Muzzall, Anita
Needler, and David Ridle), for the wonderful pig roast held last
month as a fundraiser to help with my travel expenses for my upcoming
sabbatical. Thanks also to the 150+ who came and donated so
generously. I am humbled and grateful.

O

n Sunday, June 18 there will be one service at 9:30 AM. This
will be my sending service. OHLC will continue to have one
Sunday morning service at 9:30 throughout the summer. While
I’m away, a variety of guest preachers will visit OHLC, including Bishop
Kirby Unti, retired Navy Chaplain Mark Tanis, local friend Pastor David
Lura, Josephine Home Chaplain Andy Yee, former bishop’s assistant
Pastor Jan Leistikow, and our own retired Pastor Dick Koch. This will
be an exciting opportunity to hear the gospel from a variety of gifted
preachers. Pastor Marc Stroud will be on hand to continue with
visitation ministry, as well as respond to emergencies, including funerals.
He and Pastor Jay Decker will keep the Coupeville service going over
the summer. Our church picnic will be held at the Muzzall Farm on
Sunday, August 27, when I expect to return with new energy for
ministry, new ideas for our congregation, and new expertise in the fish
taco joints of southern California.

I also want to thank the Sabbatical Team for the articles and
“temple talks” over these last months to prepare the congregation for the
sabbatical, and for their commitment to helping things go smoothly while
I am away. It feels good to know the congregation will be served by the
fine leadership of these devoted members of OHLC.
Because of the good work of the Sabbatical Team you know
most of what follows, but even so, allow me to articulate some of the
details of my sabbatical one last time in print before my sabbatical
begins. I will be leaving for my sabbatical after worship on Sunday,
June 18 and will return to OHLC on Tuesday, August 22. I will spend
much of that time in San Diego, where I will be visiting congregations
and meeting with pastors to learn some of their best practices in
ministering to and with the Navy community there. This will be the
main focus of my sabbatical. My family and I will be visiting the USS
Midway to learn more about Navy history and deployed Navy life. I am
also looking forward to visiting some of the early missions in southern
California, including Mission Santa Barbara, Mission San Juan
Capistrano, and Mission San Diego, to learn more about these earliest
Christian missions in the West.

I will be blogging about my sabbatical during my time away.
Posts will be accessible through the church website and Facebook page.
I’ll have more information about this in the June newsletter.
Thank you for providing me with this sabbatical opportunity. It
comes in my 17th year of ordained ministry, a time when I am loving this
calling more than ever, but at the same time am ready for a break from
the emotional and spiritual demands of the office. I want to devote my
whole adult life to being a pastor, and I pray this sabbatical contributes
both to longevity and good health in this vocation, and a longer, more
effective tenure at OHLC in particular. Thank you for making this
investment of time and resources in me, and in our future ministry
together.

In addition to being a time of equipping myself
for further ministry at OHLC, this sabbatical will be a
time of rest and renewal with my family. We will be
enjoying the sights in southern California, including the
San Diego Zoo and Safari Park. (Thanks so much to
the Lydia Circle for buying us a family membership
and an overnight “Roar and Snore” experience!) We
will also be heading to Bryce Canyon in Utah and
Flathead Lutheran Bible Camp in Montana before
returning to Whidbey Island.

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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Congregation Notes

Spring general fund appeal
In order for OHLC to continue to thrive, we need to support our
General Fund with consistent and generous financial support. The
General Fund pays our most basic and urgent bills, including utilities,
curriculum, supplies, and staff salaries.

Have you met Rekann?

R

ekann Brannon is our new
Office
Manager/Bookkeeper at
OHLC. Drop by the front office
and say hello, learn how to
pronounce her name, and – to get
the full effect of her great smile –
consider adding your name to her
list of Assisting Ministers and
Communion Assistants.
Rekann grew up in Oregon
and she’s an avid Oregon Ducks
fan. After high school, she
followed her love for orcas to the University of Alaska Southeast in
Juneau, where she graduated in 2009 with a degree in Communications
and Mathematics.
She met her husband Joe while working in Alaska. They moved
to Whidbey Island in 2012 and have three energetic boys – Hays,
Johnny, and Owen – and one loving chocolate lab.

While we have accomplished much in other areas at OHLC, we
have fallen significantly behind in meeting our General Fund budget in
the first quarter of 2017. We can still turn this around and keep our
congregation strong! Please keep your offerings up to date, and consider
making a special extra offering this spring to help us get caught up.
Thank you!

Synod Assembly meets May 20:
The NW Washington Synod Assembly will be held at Salem Lutheran Church in Mount Vernon on Saturday, May 20. OHLC’s voting
members include Bob Wall, Carol Wall, John Fowkes, and Wolly
Fowkes. Please keep our voting members and the whole assembly in
your prayers as they gather to worship, learn, and engage in mission
together as Lutherans in northwest Washington!

MAY 7: Training for Assisting Ministers
Would you like to help lead God’s people in worship? Join
Pastor Spencer in the sanctuary on Sunday, May 7 at noon for a brief
training in serving as an assisting minister. We’d love to add you to our
rotation!

Looking ahead: Semi-annual meeting scheduled for June 11
Save the date! Our next semi-annual congregational meeting
will be Sunday, June 11. It will be held between services, beginning
promptly at 9:15 AM. We will elect new council members, receive
ministry reports, and get an update on our budget.
If you will be submitting an item for the Annual Report,
please e-mail Rekann in the church office –
office@oakharborlutheran.org – by Sunday, May 21. Copies of the
Annual Report will be available by Sunday, June 4.

May 11: Coaches/Council potluck
We will be having a potluck and meeting for all ministry coaches
and council members on Thursday, May 11 at 5:30 PM. Please bring a
dish to share. The regularly scheduled council meeting will convene as
usual at 7:00.
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BookMarks

Oak Harbor Lutheran Church Women

T

Blanket Workshop

opportunities for fellowship, study and service

he Coupeville Book Group will meet at Jan Heideger’s home,
146 E Welcher Road, 7:00 PM on Tuesday, May 2. Gail Dobbyn
will lead the discussion on the book, Hidden Figures by Margot
Lee Shetterly. Trudy Decker will provide dessert.

Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, May 2 & 3,
beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. Newcomers are always welcome – you don’t
have to know how to sew to help out. Questions? Contact Leona
McKee, 675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net .

Before John Glenn orbited the earth or Neil Armstrong walked on
the moon, a group of dedicated female mathematicians known as
“human computers” used pencils, slide rules, and adding
machines to calculate the numbers that would launch rockets,
and astronauts, into space. Among these problem-solvers was a
group of exceptionally talented African American women.
Originally math teachers in the South’s segregated public schools,
these gifted professionals answered Uncle Sam’s call during the
labor shortages of World War II. With new jobs at the fascinating,
high-energy world of the Langley Memorial Aeronautical
Laboratory in Hampton, Virginia, they finally had a shot at jobs
that would push their skills to the limits. Even as Virginia’s Jim
Crow laws required them to be segregated from their white
counterparts, the women of Langley’s all-black “West Computing”
group helped America achieve one of the things it desired most: a
decisive victory over the Soviet Union in the Cold War, and
complete dominations of the heavens.
Nonfiction, 265 pages

Circle Meetings in May
Women’s circles meet regularly for Bible study, fellowship, and
service projects. Try something new this spring; join a circle! For more
information, contact Martha Ellis in the church office, 679-1561,
martha@oakharborlutheran.org .
5/1&15
Lydia Circle meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room
5/4, 11, 18, 25 Deborah Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library
5/26
Rebecca Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library

Everyone is welcome! Questions about the Coupeville group?
Contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com for more information.

T

Deborah Circle notes: This month’s Bible study, All Anew, written by
Kelly Fryer, connects women with this summer’s 2017 Women of the
ELCA Triennial Gathering in Minneapolis.
The first session is in the June 2017 issue of
Gather magazine. Bring your copy if you’re a
subscriber; if you’re not, then we’ll be happy
to let you look on with one of ours.
Session one: Say goodbye to nice –
Nice is not the same as good. Making nice is
what you do to avoid upsetting people. But
Good knows there are more important things
than your reputation, your balance sheet and
whatever else it is you count on to make you
comfortable. Good does what matters.
All are welcome! Questions about Deborah Circle? Contact
Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com for more information.

he Second Wednesday Book Group meets at 1:00 PM in the
church library on May 10 for a discussion of A Land More Kind
Than Home, by Wiley Cash:

To Jess Hall, a curious boy growing up in North Carolina, it means
trouble when your mother catches you spying on grownups. Jess
is very protective of his older brother, Chris, a mute whom
everyone calls Stump. Though their mother has warned them not
to snoop, Stump can’t help sneaking a peek at something he’s not
supposed to see. This causes catastrophic repercussions for
Stump and his family. An exciting read.
Fiction, 383 pgs; also available as e-book

Questions about the 2nd Wednesday Book Group? Contact
Leona McKee, 675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net .
7

His Kids Preschool

AM Class
Gabi: Ainsley dropped my coat and bag. Grayson: I ate dinner.
Ainsley: I jumped on my trampoline.
Victoria: I played with toys.
Cesar: I played outside on a boat.
Mikayla: I played in the sun.
Luke M: I went to a birthday party.
George: I played with my toys.
Joshua: I played with mommy and daddy.
Hunter: I played a soccer game.
Claude: I played on an orange trampoline and rode my bike.
Layla: I went to Georgia and saw my Grandma and Grandpa.
Cassidy: I got eggs from the Easter bunny at Nana’s and Papa’s house.
Max: I played in my bouncy house and played with my friends and
played with my new Transformer bike and flew my Transformer kite.
Luke B: I went to Oregon, and we got a big Lego aircraft carrier, and I
got a TIE fighter set and a construction set.

a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

A

pril is a busy time around the classroom for His Kids! After
starting the month off with spring break, the students came back
ready to play and learn. Upon returning, we saw that our ladybugs
were all grown up and ready to be released. Our sunflower seeds that we
planted back in March had grown as well to the right size to be taken
home and planted outside.
We hopped right into Easter celebrations with painting butterflies and creating caterpillars, and we learned about new life and metamorphoses while doing so. We dot-painted paper Easter eggs with
chicks peeping out, as well as other large eggs to decorate the education
wing hallway and our classroom. We had our yearly Easter egg hunt in
the fireside room and even dyed our own boiled eggs to take home!

It’s hard to believe May is our final month of preschool before
school is out for the summer! We still have a few openings available in
the 3-day morning class for the 2017-2018 school year, as well as
openings in our other classes. Remember, we’re moving to 3-hour
class sessions this fall. We’d love to welcome your child into our active
play and learn classroom! If you’re interested in registering or need
more information, visit our church website, www.oakharborlutheran.org,
e-mail our secretary, martha@oakharborlutheran.org, or stop by the
church office.

We had some special guests come to our classroom this month!
Clark and Karrie Roberts visited with Mr. Roberts’ guide dog, Arby.
They read us a short story about when Arby was a puppy and she was
trained to become a service guide dog. They taught the children about
important rules in how to behave around working dogs. What a special
treat that was!
We wrapped up the month with Ms. Debbie Reetz bringing in
some of her giant rabbits for show and tell. Everywhere you looked,
there were rabbits munching on hay in the classroom. We also went to
Ft. Casey and visited the on-site SeaLab, with Mr. John hosting. He did
such a great job sharing and showing us the different kinds of sea life
that were gathered in the waters of Puget Sound, including an amazing,
spectacular, 12-foot octopus!

God’s Peace,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, and Ms. Sara

April’s Star Students were George, Joshua, Gabi, Brenden,
and Milanya. We hope you’ve been stopping by to see the great Star
Student posters on the bulletin board outside the door to the classroom.

|Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for

What did our preschoolers do over spring break? Here are their
answers (in complete sentences)!

\Please note we’ll have a combined June & July issue of the

PM Class
Cohen: I played with my babysitter.
Nico: I went on vacation to a little town with my family.
Tinsley: I played with dolls, and rode my bike, and flew my kite.
Aaron: I rode my bike and in a car and on a garbage truck.

newsletter, and the deadline for articles and calendar information for
both months will be Monday, May 22.

May.
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Compassion

June 3: Work day scheduled at Camp Lutherwood
Join Hands Day at Camp Lutherwood, Saturday, June 3,
beginning at 9:00 AM. Bring a group or come up on your own; help
prepare for the summer with various work projects. Equipment (and
lunch!) provided. Work until it’s no longer fun! If you’ll be
attending, e-mail Laura Ensch to help as they plan for
the day, office@camplutherwood.org .
Camp Lutherwood is located at
1185 Roy Road, south of Bellingham
and along on the shores of Lake
Samish.

Volunteers needed to help load the bus
We will be loading the bus on Thursday, May 4 with boxes of
quilts, personal care kits, and child care kits for Lutheran World Relief.
Meet in the fellowship hall at 7:00 PM. Many hands will make light
work. Questions? Contact Rita Carter, miss_rita75@hotmail.com .
We’ll have information about our totals in the next newsletter.

Mark your calendar for May’s dates at SPIN Café!
OHLC members and friends have made the commitment to serve
meals at SPIN Café on the last Wednesday and Thursday of each month.
May is one of “those” months, when the calendar throws us a curve: our
dates this time around are Thursday, May 25, followed the next week
by Wednesday, May 31.
SPIN Café, Serving People In Need, is located at 658 SE
Bayshore Drive, Oak Harbor. We need a minimum of 6 people each
day; times are approximately 4:00-6:00 PM. If you can help, please sign
up on the charts posted on the narthex bulletin board, to the right of the
main doors into the sanctuary.

National Day of Prayer, Thursday, May 4

66th annual national observance

Heads-up for the Watoto garage sale!
OHLC’s Watoto team is planning a garage sale in June to benefit
Watoto Child Care Ministries in Uganda. Save your stuff! (NO
electronics, clothing or exercise equipment, please.) If you have general
questions or are wondering about donations of large items, please contact
a member of the Watoto team.
Judy Lycksell

Community prayer events:
10:00 AM – Concordia Lutheran Church,
590 N Oak Harbor Street
12:15-1:00 PM – Island County Courthouse
(north side), 7th Street, Coupeville
5:30-6:30 PM – Windjammer Park gazebo,
Oak Harbor

Thank you to the Brannon family!!
OHLC’s parish nurse, Abby Chromy, routinely makes deliveries
to Help House with our congregation’s ongoing donations of
nonperishable food. Abby is recuperating at home following a recent
fall, and we’re delighted that Rekann and Joe Brannon have been taking
care of this duty in her absence.
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Companion Synod News

In Sympathy

W

e offer our deepest sympathy
and prayers for our Lord’s
comforting presence for
those who have recently suffered the
loss of loved ones.

Easter greetings from Russia
Moscow, April 13, 2017

Our hearts go out to Don Fosso
and family, following the April 8th
death of Peggy Fosso. She was 81,
although as a leap year baby born in
1936, we like to think of her as just 20.
Peggy became a part of our congregation when she married Don
in 1998. An accomplished pianist and organist, she served in music
ministry for many years at her home congregation of King of Kings
Lutheran Church in Milwaukie, Oregon. Children’s music ministry was
a special area of her energy and concern.
In her later years, she was known as a tireless knitter, especially
of hats for Lutheran World Relief layettes as well as for local needs
among the homeless and disadvantaged. Until the last few weeks of her
life, she remained a participant on OHLC’s prayer chain, not via the emailed notices but through a regular Monday morning mailing from the
church office.
Peggy’s memorial service was held at OHLC on Saturday, April
15.

Dear brothers and sisters,
On these holy days we stop all our work and read in
the Bible: “ For I delivered unto you first of all that
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins
according to the scriptures; and that he was buried, and that
he rose again the third day according to the scriptures”
(1 Cor 15).
We greet you heartily with these words from the Bible and
wish you rest and meditation on Easter days, strength and joy in
your service!
We thank you for all support of our Central deanery of
ELCER and its congregations!
Hearty greetings in Christ,
Elena Bondarenko, Dean

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
I congratulate you heartily on the occasion of the feast
of the Resurrection of Christ!

We also extend our sympathy to Donna Aspery and her family
following the death of her mother, Sherry Campbell.

Christ is giving His Easter victory to us,
so that the Easter fire is lighting up each of our steps.
Let us celebrate Easter as the new beginning of our way in Christ.
Let us freely share the Easter fire with everyone,
saying “Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!”
Have a bright Easter!

 Peace be to their memory 
Don Fosso, Dan & Yuli Fosso, and the rest
of the Fosso and Rodin families would like to
express their sincere thanks to Pastor Spencer and
Pastor Stroud and the congregation of OHLC for
their care and prayer support for Peggy during her
illness, and to all who helped with the memorial
service.

Dietrich Brauer, Archbishop
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Worship Assistants

Financial report

May 7
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.: Gaye Rodriguey
Ushers: Fosnaugh family
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir
Assisting Minister: Jan Heideger
Communion Asst.: Ken Grigsby
Music: Harbor Choir; Youth Choir
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Donna Aspery

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Candi Amarelo
Ushers: Margraf family
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Gisela Hawley
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer: Sheila Ryan

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Ushers: Ellis family
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Rita Carter
Communion Asst.: Sande Mulkey
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer: Molly Nagel

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Mike Fankhauser
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Bob Wall

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Kathy Ridle
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Sadie Harbaugh
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Assisting Min.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

March

March
$ 30,309
39,586
$ (4,386)

Income
Outgo

Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Acolyte: Carter Blevins
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

Year to date
$ 97,537
116,897
$(19,360)

May 14
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Worship attendance
Date
8:00 AM
Apr. 2
50
Apr. 9
71
Apr. 16*
131
Apr. 23
56
Average Att.
77

Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Luke Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

May 21
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

April

10:30 AM
122
110
163
74
117

Coupeville
11
9
no service
18
26

Nursery
7
5
9
5
7

* Easter
April 30 will be included in next month’s statistics

Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Acolyte: Micah Burrow
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

Average Sunday attendance: 213

May 28
8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Lesser festivals & commemorations May
1 St. Philip & St. James, Apostles
2 Athanasius, Bishop of
Alexandria, 373
4 Monica, mother of Augustine, 387
8 Julian of Norwich, renewer of
the church, c. 1416
9 Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf,
renewer of the church, hymnwriter,
1760
15 Matthias, apostle
18 Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, 1160

Little Lutheran bags in May – Kristin Duncan
This month’s decorative font is Maiandra GD
11

21 Helena, mother of
Constantine, 330
24 Nicolaus Copernicus, 1543,
Leonhard Euler, 1783
scientists
27 John Calvin, renewer of the
Church, 1564
29 Jiřī Tranovský, hymnwriter
1637
30 The Visit of Mary to Elizabeth

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2
9:00 Blanket Workshop
10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.

3
9:00 Blanket Workshop

4 National Day of Prayer
10:00 Deborah Circle

5

6

1:30 Breastfeeding USA
5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Tigers
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Harbor Choir

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Bus loading for
LWR

10
11:30 OHLC Staff

11
10:00 Deborah Circle

1:00 Book Group
5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Tigers
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Harbor Choir

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:30 Council/Coaches
Potluck
7:00 Council
18
10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 Wolves
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Solutions
7
Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Asst. Min. Training 12:00

8

1:00 Munchy Monday
6:00 Wolves
7:00 Solutions

Youth & Family Night 6:00

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
14
Worship
8:00
Muffins With Moms
Worship
10:30
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

21 Preschool Sunday
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
WSMTA Recital
1:00
Confirmation
5:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
28 Installation of
Stephen Ministers
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Journey to Jesus’ Table
12:00
Lions
6:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

15 Application deadline
for scholarships:
1st time recipients
1:00 Munchy Monday
6:00 Wolves
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Cub Scout Pack Ldrs
7:00 Solutions
22 Newsletter Deadline
for June & July!!

1:00 Munchy Monday
school year-end BBQ
6:00 Wolves
7:00 Solutions
29 Memorial Day
church office closed

6:00 Wolves
7:00 Solutions

6:30 Bears
7:00 Coupeville
Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Arrow of Light
9
10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.
10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
6:30 Bears
7:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts
16
10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.
10:00 Rebecca Circle
6:30 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Arrow of Light
23
10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.
10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of
St. Bernard
6:30 Bears
7:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts
30

6:30 Bears
7:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board of Rev.

17

1:30 Keepers of the Faith

12

13
8:00
NW WA Synod Women’s
Organization board, to
3:00 PM

19

20
Synod
Assembly,
Salem Lutheran Church,
Mount Vernon

11:30 OHLC Staff
5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Tigers
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
24

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
6:00 Pack 98
25 OHLC at SPIN Café
10:00 Deborah Circle

2:00 Girl Scouts

26

27

11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Library Committee
5:30 Harbor Bells
6:00 Tigers
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
31 OHLC at SPIN Café

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

11:30 OHLC Staff

www.oakharborlutheran.org

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Harbor Choir
6:00 Tigers
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment
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HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
9:00-11:30 AM
12:30-3:00 PM
Pre-K Readiness
Th, F: 9:00-11:30 AM
Year-end picnic
May 25

