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Pastor’s Page

with manure, there remains a sense of urgency. We live in a time when
Christianity is fading from its position of privilege in our culture. People
will not learn Christianity by osmosis as they sometimes have in the past.
Thus, it is as urgent as ever to teach the basics of the Christian faith. As
Lutherans, we already have a helpful tool for this in the catechism.

Back to Basics with the Catechism

“The deplorable, wretched deprivation that

I recently encountered while I was a visitor
[to congregations throughout Saxony] has
constrained and compelled me to prepare
this catechism. Dear God, what misery I
beheld! The ordinary person, especially in
the villages, knows absolutely nothing
about the Christian faith!”
Martin Luther,
Introduction to the Small Catechism

The catechism takes us “back to basics.” It is important that we
know the Ten Commandments. They teach us God’s will for our lives.
They also have a way of revealing our sin to us. Both functions are
important, but the latter is especially important in that it reveals our need
for a savior. It is important to know the Apostles’ Creed. This early
statement of Christian faith describing God as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit introduces us to the One who created us, redeems us, and sanctifies
us. We need to know the Lord’s Prayer. This prayer Jesus taught us
teaches us how to address God with a series of petitions which are everpertinent in our lives. We need to know about Holy Baptism, through
which we are made God’s children according to Jesus’ command. We
need to know about Holy Communion, which Jesus instituted for his
disciples past and present, so that we would be
renewed in his forgiveness and refreshed in
faith through his presence with us. Luther
ordered these topics in his catechism specifically to correlate to the experience of Christian faith: confronting our sin (Ten Commandments), turning to God (Apostles’ Creed),
talking to God (The Lord’s Prayer), and taking
hold of God’s grace (Baptism and Holy Communion). Together, these constitute the basics
of the Christian faith. They must be taught to
every Christian. They are also enough to
ponder and practice for a lifetime.

REFORMATION 500
A year-long series of
articles celebrating 500
years of Lutheran
Christianity

“[Pastors] should gladly read, recite, ponder, and practice the catechism
… Should we so flippantly despise such might, benefits, power and fruit –
especially we who want to be pastors and preachers? If so, we deserve
not only to be given no food to eat, but also to have the dogs set upon us
and to be pelted with horse manure.”
Martin Luther, Introduction to the Large Catechism
o you get the impression Martin Luther thought it was
important to study the catechism? His bombast above, aimed
at both the laity and clergy of his day, was the result of his
frustration that so many Christians in his time were so ignorant of the
most basic tenets of the Christian faith. In response to this crisis in the
churches, Luther wrote two catechisms. The Small Catechism was
primarily written for families, for parents to use in the instruction of their
children. The Large Catechism was primarily written for pastors. It is –
uh – larger than the Small Catechism, taking up the same topics in
greater depth. Both catechisms contain sections on the Ten Commandments, the Apostles’ Creed, The Lord’s Prayer, Baptism, and Holy
Communion. These fundamental teachings represent the most basic
elements of Christian faith. The catechism is not an addition to the
Bible, rather it is a helpful summary of the most important elements of
Biblical teaching.

D

This Lent we will take up the suggestion of both Dr. Luther and
Presiding Bishop Eaton and focus on the catechism. We will do so
during our midweek services beginning March 8. These Wednesday
evening services following Ash Wednesday will include readings from
the catechism and skits illustrating its enduring relevance for daily life.
Throughout Lent we will also make copies of the Small Catechism
available for anyone who wants one. There will be a basket full of them
in the narthex ($2.00 suggested donation). Lent is a good time to get
“back to basics.” Let us practice and ponder the catechism together!

Our Presiding Bishop, the Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, has encouraged
the congregations of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America to use
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017 as an opportunity to
study the catechism. While Bishop Eaton’s invitation has been notably
more polite, lacking any threats involving attack dogs or being pelted

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
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The season of

Help fill the sanctuary with Easter begonias

Join us for worship on Wednesdays this Lent!

On Easter morning, April 16, we would like
to adorn our sanctuary with flowers in celebration of
Jesus’ resurrection. This year we will place a special
order from the church office for begonias (lilies will
NOT be ordered this year due to increasing allergy
problems within the congregation). We invite you to
reserve one or more plants in memory or in honor of
loved ones. Although donations may be made in
any amount, the suggested donation per plant is
$18.50.
A bulletin insert on Easter Sunday will list the names of those
being honored or remembered. Begonia order forms are available on the
information desk in the narthex; please note the deadline for orders is
Sunday, April 2.

March 1: Ash Wednesday
sh Wednesday, falling this year on March 1, marks the beginning
of the season of Lent. We’ll observe this important day with Ash
Wednesday services at 12:00 noon and 7:00 PM. Services include the
imposition of ashes and Holy Communion. Please note there will be no
soup meal following this service.

A

March 8 – April 5: Lenten worship & soup suppers
e’ll continue through the Lenten season with Wednesday

March 12: A fond farewell for Carol Wiskow

Wgatherings for worship and soup suppers. Services will be held

Our beloved church secretary Carol Wiskow
is moving to Pocatello, Idaho. Sadly, she is unwilling
to commute to OHLC, and so on Sunday, March 12,
we will be bidding her farewell. Carol and her
husband Dave will be attending both worship services, and we will have
a special farewell party for her after the 10:30 AM service. Please take
this opportunity to express your gratitude for Carol’s eight years of
exemplary service to Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. We are going to
miss her!
Carol will be taking the position of office manager at Grace
Lutheran Church in Pocatello.

at 12:00 noon and 6:00 PM, with meals of soup and bread immediately
following in the fellowship hall. There will be sign-up sheets in the
narthex for those who can bring soup and/or bread or assist with set-up
and/or clean-up.

Our theme for our Lenten services this year is:

TABLE TALK
Conversations
about the Catechism
Brief skits will feature table
conversations in various settings on the main sections of the
catechism. As we continue to celebrate the 500th anniversary of
the Reformation, our worship each week will be framed by a
classic Lutheran hymn accompanied by the organ and a
contemporary Lutheran song accompanied by guitar. Join us for a
fun, insightful season of celebrating our faith and exploring the
catechism and its ongoing relevance for our daily lives!

*Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit for
March.

*The deadline for articles for the April newsletter is Tuesday,
March 21.
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Growing & Learning

OHLC welcomes 12 new members!
Our congregation was blessed last month to
receive 12 new people into our membership. Jodi
Kirko, Kelsey Daucher, and Shane & Karen
Lesetmoe, along with their kids, Sophia, Don, Ava,
and Elizabeth, all worship at our 8:00 AM service.
Luke & Heather (Anglum) Myers and their boys
Rees and George worship at our 10:30 service. Ava
and George are also students at our preschool, and
the rest of the Lesetmoe kids are His Kids alumni.
Welcome, one and all! Let’s all give them a warm greeting and make
them feel at home at OHLC!

Adult class considers Lutheran Christianity
book study of Dan Erlander’s
Baptized, We Live: Lutheranism as
a Way of Life will begin on Sunday,
March 5, and continue throughout the
Sundays in Lent. Join us in the library on
Sunday mornings from 9:15 to 10:15 as
Pastor Spencer leads us through this
delightful, creative classic on the hallmarks
of Lutheran Christianity.
There is a suggested donation of $5
per book, but it will be made available to
anyone who wants one. This is a great class
for longtime Lutherans and newcomers
alike!

A

Fellowship events
If it’s March, it must be Pi(e) Day…
Join us after our 10:30 service on Sunday, March 19 as we
celebrate Pi(e) Day! What is Pi(e) Day? Pi is a mathematical term
which refers to the ratio of a circle’s circumference to its diameter:
3.1415. When March 14 rolls around each year (3/14 – get it?), people
use it as an excuse to eat pie.
We’ll be celebrating Pi(e) Day late this year, on the 19th, but as
we do so we’ll be giving thanks to God our Creator, who brought into
existence both pi and pie! Pie bakers are encouraged to sign up to bring
pie, via our Welcome to Worship bulletin insert form; we’ll also need
some help with serving and clean up. All are welcome to join us.
Our thanks to Rita Cline for keeping this quirky OHLC tradition
going!

You’re invited to…

Youth & Family Night at OHLC!
Sunday, March 12

PR E TZ ELS &

PRAY ER

Join us from 6:00 to-7:30 PM as we enjoy
warm, soft pretzels and all kinds of delicious
dipping sauces. We’ll also explore the relationship between pretzels, prayer, and the season of
Lent. All are welcome! We hope to see YOU on
this fun night of faith and family!

Mark your calendar for the talent show & pig roast
On Saturday, April 1, OHLC will be holding a Talent Show and
Pig Roast (cooked by the Anglums) as a free will offering fundraiser to
help the Spencer family with sabbatical-related travel expenses. Whether
you tell jokes, sing songs, play an instrument, write poetry, or do card
tricks, you are welcome to showcase your gifts in our talent show!
Please sign up in the narthex if you plan to participate.

Don’t miss this evening of fun and fellowship
for all ages!
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Sabbatical News

Take it personally. Check out the OHLC website. Ask
questions of the staff, council members, and sabbatical team. Here in
this place a new day is dawning. Let us be glad to step up and rejoice in
it. Summer will pass quickly as always. This sabbatical will have
renewed us all, as well as Pastor Spencer and his family.

- Georgette Anglum, team member

Sabbatical: Taking it personally at Oak Harbor Lutheran
ome of us have been worshipping in this place for over 30 years,
some 40, some even 50 years. Others have been here for only a
few weeks. Though a Pastoral Sabbatical is not new to many of us,
it’s a new experience for others. For the past several months you have
been given important information about the dynamics and benefits of a
sabbatical. One benefit is the opportunity to be more involved.

S

Blessings, Georgette Anglum
Pastor Spencer will be on sabbatical this summer from June 19
through August 22. If you have any questions or concerns about the
sabbatical, pick up a copy of “Pastor Spencer’s Sabbatical: Frequently
Asked Questions” on the table in the narthex, or feel free to ask Pastor
Spencer or any member of the sabbatical team: Georgette Anglum, Dr.
Robert Lycksell, Marge Moore, Ron Muzzall, Anita Needler, David
Ridle.

Please join me in taking steps to “roll up our sleeves” and take
ministry “personally” here this summer. Before Pastor Spencer leaves,
take a closer look at what all is happening at OHLC during the week and
during worship service on Sunday.
Have you given much thought to what’s behind how our
(relatively) flawless worship is led? Probably not. That’s because our
assisting ministers, acolytes, ushers, technical support team, choir
members, organists, bell ringers, counters and greeters have become
quite familiar and practiced in what they do. Pastor “goofs” now and
then, but we get to smile as he recovers and goes on to deliver the
message every week. We also get to think, “Wow, I don’t think I would
have recovered that smoothly.” We do not become familiar and comfortable with new things until we step up and try.

Mark your calendar!
In Concert: Whidbey Island Community Orchestra

Magic and the Movies,

So what can I possibly mean by saying “Take it personally”?
What are some talents and skills you haven’t yet shared? If there is
something you have thought about getting involved in, this is a great
time to try it. Remember, this is our congregation.

with music from

The Chronicles of Narnia,

The Lord of the Rings and The

Personally, I’m looking around. I am making myself aware of
ministry here and determining where I need to “step up.” My family and
I have been members here for 32 years. Things have changed. How I
can be involved has changed as well. This has been my opportunity for
self-reflection.

,

Hobbit

Friday, March 3, 7:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church, Freeland
---and---

Sunday, March 5, 3:00 PM at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
Admission is free
for this family-friendly
event.

A few of you may know one of my husband, Roger’s, gifts is
BBQ. He has had a bit of practice. The Muzzalls are supporting his
efforts to provide a really fun treat on Sunday, April 1. Dr. Lycksell will
be emceeing a talent show as well, and we all know he’s had a bit of
practice “gabbing”. This should be a great combination. Food and event
logistics are complimented by the hard work and experience of Anita
Needler. Be sure to mark your calendar for this talent show and BBQ on
April 1. Exact time of the event will follow. Support and help for this
and other events is always appreciated. Practice with us. It will be fun.

Donations supporting
Whidbey Island Orchestra’s
mission are encouraged.
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BookMarks

In Sympathy
ur hearts go out to the family and many friends of Hans
(Swede) Olson, who died on February 7. He was 86, and had
been in failing health for several years. An Oak Harbor native
and the son of charter members Ole Olson and Vera Chirvonsoff Olson
Mortensen, Swede became a member of OHLC in 1938 at age 8 when
the congregation was organized, and he was confirmed in 1945.
A longtime commercial fisherman in local waters as well as
Alaska, Swede was a mail carrier for 20 years for the US Post Office.
He is survived by his wife Marlene, their children and grandchildren, as
well as his sister Dorothy Olson Gilbert of our congregation.
Swede’s memorial service was held at OHLC on Monday,
March 20, with Pastor Marc Stroud presiding and the Rev. Jay Decker
preaching. Marc and Jay visited Swede on a regular basis, especially
during his last two years at San Juan Care Center in Anacortes.
Memorials may be made to the Pastor’s Emergency Fund at OHLC.

O

Coupeville Book Group
he Coupeville Book group will meet at Trudy Decker’s house, 158

TKeystone Avenue, at 7:00 PM on Tuesday, March 7. Gail Dobbyn

will lead the group in discussing The End of Your Life Book Club by Will
Schwalbe:
During her treatment for cancer, Mary Anne Schwalbe and
her son Will spent many hours sitting in waiting rooms
together. To pass the time, they would talk about the books
they were reading. Soon, they began to trade books, and an
informal book club of two was born.
Through their wide-ranging reading, Will and Mary Anne –
and we, their fellow readers – are reminded how books can
be comforting, astonishing, and illuminating, changing the
way that we feel about and interact with the world around us.
A profoundly moving memoir of caregiving, mourning, and
love, The End of Your Life Book Club is also about the joy of
reading, and the ways that joy is multiplied when we share it
with others.
Memoir, 326 pages
For more about the Coupeville group, contact Gaye Rodriguey,
360-678-3561, gaye@tobysuds.com.

+ Peace be to his memory. +

With appreciation
Thank you so much, people of Oak Harbor Lutheran, for all the
cards, condolences, prayers, and support you offered after the
death of my grandmother. Your many kindnesses were a balm
during a time which was, frankly, much harder than I expected it to be. I
am a pastor because of her, and I am glad so many of you understand and
appreciate her witness and role in my life. Thanks again.

Second Wednesday Book Group
he Second Wednesday Book Group meets at 1:00 PM in the church

Tlibrary on Wednesday, March 8 to discuss The Hundred-Foot

Pastor Jeff Spencer

Journey by Richard C. Morais:
Hassan is a culinary ingénue with the gastronomic
equivalent of perfect pitch. Displaced from their native India,
his family settles in a quaint village in the south of France.
They plan to open an Indian restaurant that is near Madame
Mallory’s classical French restaurant. Her icy protests cannot
be ignored…
Fiction, 245 pages
Other available formats: e-book, CD, DVD
Questions? Contact Leona McKee, 360-675-5712,
bcmac68@comcast.net .

Heartfelt thanks to my church family following the death of my
husband, Norm. Every card you sent had a message of love, every
hug I received gave me strength. A special thanks to Pastor Stroud
for your prayers and message, and to Carol Wiskow, Anita Needler and
Joanne Korengo for your thoughtful preparations before the memorial
service on February 11.
Jan McCullough
Dick and Peggy Koch send word that Peggy is doing well at home
following quadruple bypass surgery, and they are thankful for all
the saints who have offered prayers on her behalf.
6

His Kids Preschool

Ainsley: Mommy and Daddy
Gabi: Good
Cesar: Cross for playing cars
Joshua: Yellow
Grayson: Mom
Brenden: A heart
Victoria: My teddy bear
Cassidy: A rainbow
Hunter: Luke B.
George: A heart
Layla: My brother and my mom
Luke B: Hunter
Luke M: Jesus, God, Heavenly Father, and Joseph Smith
Claude: my mom and my dad
Max: Hugs and Valentine’s Day hearts
Mikayla: When my daddy dances with me

A ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

ebruary has been full of wonderful things, such as painting
large hearts that were cut out by little hands to decorate the
classroom. We made valentines and took them with us to our
post office field trip, where Mr. Dan showed each of the children
where to mail their own valentine for their families. Mr. Dan always
does a great job showing us around the back scenes of the post office.
We then proceeded to make our own paper postal trucks to decorate
the classroom, and then we used them to collect our valentines at our
Valentine’s Day party.

F

It’s time to register His Kids for next school year
(The rumors are true; we’re adding half an hour to our classes!)

We spent the month learning about our five senses, with eggshaped shakers for sense of hearing and paper towel roll telescopes for
our sense of sight. The children also made some smelly flowers from the
shape of their hands, and a garden of textures for the sense of touch.

Preschool registration will be starting in March for the fall of
2017! These Wednesday registration days are open 9:00 to 11:45 AM in
the church library.
March 15, for our current preschool families and their siblings,
March 22, for our church families,
March 29, open to the community.

We had a special guest come to our classroom, Heather, who is a
hygienist from Dr. Berner’s office. She shared with the children about
how important it is to keep up with dental health, because your oral
health leads to your overall health! We appreciate the time she takes to
come and see us, and share some oral hygiene goodies for the children to
take home.

If you know a family who has child
from the ages of 3 to 4 who would love to be a
part of our preschool family, please send them
our way. We will be implementing some
changes for the fall, such increasing our class
time from 2 ½ hours to 3!

We’re finishing February with learning more about weather, and
waiting to see if March will come in like a lion or a lamb…time will tell!
Our Star Students for the month of February were
Luke M, Claude, Layla, Elizabeth, Selah and
Kassandra. Keep checking the hallway bulletin board near
the classroom door for our star students’ great posters and a
chance to find out more about our preschool children and
their families.

For registrations after March 29, please check in at the church
office.
God’ s Peace,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara

What is love? Here are the answers from His Kids’ creative
preschoolers!
Afternoon class
Reign: Mommy
Aaron: I love you
Selah: We love everybody
Morning class

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Heart to Heart – Hand to Hand

Elizabeth: My mom
Tinsley: Nice
Kassandra: My house
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OHLC Women

Opportunities for fellowship, study and service

Blanket Workshop
Blanket Workshop meets at 9 AM in the
fellowship hall on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 7 &
8, to work on tied quilts for Lutheran World Relief.
Come lend a hand! For more information, contact Leona
McKee, 360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net .

2017 Women’s Retreat, April 28-30, 2017

Welcoming Gratitude
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Circle meetings in March
3/2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Deborah Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
3/6 & 20
Lydia Circle meets at 6 PM in the prayer room
3/21
Rebecca Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
Deborah Circle notes: Weekly gatherings are 10 AM to noon;
newcomers are always welcome! The group continues study of the Book
of Galatians, “Christian Faith and Freedom,” as printed in the Gather
magazine. Don’t worry if you don’t have a subscription yet; we’re
happy to share!
March 2 – Gather (March issue), Session 3: Heirs of the promise,
Galatians 3:24 - 4:31
March 9-23 – Gather (April issue), Session 4: For freedom Christ
has set us free, Galatians 5:1 – 6:18
March 30 – Women of the ELCA resource, Lent: Penitence,
Pilgrimage, Preparation.

Quaker Cove Retreat Center, Anacortes, Washington
Registration forms for the 2017 Women’s Retreat
are now available in the church office.
Join us for a relaxing weekend of fellowship, fun and food.
Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey at gaye@tobysuds.com.

Be joyful!
Joy is prayer. Joy is strength. Joy is love. Joy is a net of love
by which you can catch souls. God loves a cheerful giver. One gives
most who gives with joy. The best way to show our gratitude to God and
people is to accept everything with joy.

An inspiring, faith-filled weekend – July 13-16 in Minneapolis, MN –
to experience enriching workshops, stirring worship,
engaging Bible study and challenging cinema
with hundreds of sisters in faith – real women, who are mothers,
daughters, sisters, best friends and new friends – who will talk about
faith, doubts, challenges, joys, and what inspires us.
Registration is underway. For more information, visit
www.welcatg.org or call 1-800-638-3522, ext. 2730.

A joyful heart is the inevitable result of a heart
burning with love. Never let anything so fill you with
sorrow as to make you forget the joy of the Christ risen.
Mother Teresa
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Compassion

OHLC schedules a spring roadside clean-up
Help keep Oak Harbor beautiful! Do your part by lending a
hand in the next OHLC Roadside Clean-up. This is a fun and healthy
way to improve our environment while enjoying the fellowship of your
church family!
When: Saturday, April 15
Where: Meet at church at 8:30 AM to carpool to our stretch of Highway
20 north of town.
Please note:
1. Volunteers must be at least 15 years old.
2. Spring is here! Please dress for wet and chilly!
3. Please e-mail or call Jeff Margraf, JeffAMargraf@aol.com, 360682-5421, if you’re interested in helping or have questions.

March’s ministry focus is the ELCA Hunger Appeal
Your donations change lives!
arch will be an emphasis on the ELCA Hunger Appeal , and
during this time you will have the opportunity to both learn
what is done on your behalf for people all over the world
and see how lives are transformed.

M

For example:
 In Columbia ,14-year-old Maria developed leadership skills and is now
is proficient in hairstyling, which she shares with others in her
community.
 In Tanzania, the Building a Caring Community group is caring for
Brian and other disabled people and teaching parents to work with
them.
 In Cairo, Egypt, 16-year-old Johannes came unaccompanied from
Eritrea in East Africa and was supported with STARS, a program
working with ELCA Hunger. As a part of the program, he received 2
meals a day and other support services. Today he is in school.
 In the US, First Lutheran Church in Bryan, Ohio, serves its neighborhood with dinners that are followed by speakers on health and community gardening. Lives are changed.

Items collected for Personal Care Kits
The donation box will be in the narthex starting Sunday, March
26 for Personal Care Kit items for Lutheran World Relief. Combs and
nail clippers will be purchased by OHLC. We’ll need these items:
4-oz. bars of soap, any brand, in original wrapper. (Check the weight!)
Adult-sized toothbrushes in original packaging (Multi-packs may be
used by sealing an individual toothbrush in a business-sized envelope)
Dark-colored bath-sized towels, at least 20-24” wide and 40-54” long.
(Thinner towels preferred; they dry out more efficiently after use)
Monetary donations to cover the cost of bulk items and shipping.

Volunteers needed!



Servers for March 29 & 30 at SPIN Café. Sign up on the
SPIN section of the Compassion Team bulletin board in the narthex.
 Ushers for 8 & 10 30 AM – either for a regular shift or available
as an occasional substitute. Training will be scheduled. Make a note on
a Welcome to Worship insert or leave a message in the office.
 Helpers to assemble baptismal banners. Handwork; kits have
felt pieces cut out and the rainbow already in place. You’ll need to
provide your own needle & thread (and patience to tack down that
tricky stretch of yarn “water”). Kits will be available in the office.
 Helpers to assemble tops for quillows, quilts that fold into
pillows, our traditional gift to high school seniors. Machine sewing;
kits with precut squares are available in the office. Quillow questions?
Contact Rita Cline, ladyblue2140@yahoo.com, 360-675-6776.

Check out the bulletin board in the narthex for highlights of the
hunger program. The ELCA works in many counties in the world – yes,
this also includes the USA.
During our soup suppers in Lent, be sure to read and reflect on
the information on the special placemats you’ll find on the tables in
Herrigstad Hall. Your donation for your meal will be dedicated to the
ELCA Hunger Appeal. If you choose to make an additional offering
this month above and beyond your regular offering to OHLC, please
indicate ELCA Hunger on the memo on your check and on the outside of
your envelope.
Carol Wall
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Companion Synod News

St. Katharina’s Church, Kazan, Russia

NW WA Synod members head to Russia in March
eep our Northwest Washington Synod Bishop Kirby Unti in
your prayers, along with Eva Mader from Grace Lutheran,
Bellevue, Ronald & Mary Muller from Bethlehem Lutheran,
Marysville, Carol Warren from Maple Leaf Lutheran Church, Seattle,
and Ken Grigsby from OHLC, as they travel to Russia, March 9-21.

K

Nick & Shannon Kraft and family, OHLC-supported missionaries in Peru
Sobre Todo Amar y Servir ... Above All Love and Serve

Feb. 2017

In St. Petersburg, they will meet with Pastor Bradn Burkle, an
American Lutheran pastor serving the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Russia as director of their Seminary’s distance learning program, and
then in Moscow they’ll meet with Archbishop Dietrich Brauer and Pastor
Lena Bondarenko, who visited OHLC in 2005. At Moscow’s St. Peter
and Paul Lutheran Cathedral, the refugee center of the Moscow
Protestant Chaplaincy will be toured.
Partner churches will be visited, with Ken going to Kazan and
the Mullers to Jaroslav. Eva, Carol and the Bishop with Eva and Carol
will go to Togliatti (Samara) to visit a center for handicapped children
and their relatives, started by the local Lutheran pastor. Almost the
entire social environment in Russia is not equipped to deal with even the
simplest needs that go along with handicaps. Physicians who examine
children, pronounce such children to be “unteachable,” and there is no
possibility of state-supported education. Watch for updates – this center
could be a project for our NW WA Synod to support.

CORE is a discipleship
training course for youth

Hi guys! CORE is always an adventure and a time to grow
together in the Lord. We are excited about this year’s group!
Valia came to our November women’s retreat on practical
healing. She was 9 months pregnant and during the weekend received
Jesus as her savior. Now she and baby Gia are starting a new lifestyle
and they bask in Christian community. John is Gia’s daddy. He’s here
to seek a relationship with Jesus and to learn to walk in his ways. Pray
for this very young couple – John is 18 and Valia is 15 – that God would
help form their little family.
Emanuel is confirming his call into missions. After CORE, he’s
planning to go to Colombia and then to Switzerland. Pray God would
guide his next steps and give him a clear path.
Noemi is confirming a call into mission and trying to live out her
Christianity with authenticity.
Our leaders are Isamar, planning to be married on July 8, and
Alex, who will go on to finish his degree in Environmental Engineering.
Pray for both of them as they step up to the plate in leadership.
Love from Nick and Shannon, GO MISSIONS INTERNATIONAL

Coming in April: silent auction to support mission partnership
As part of the next month’s Mission of the Month focus, the
Kazan, Russia Partnership Committee is planning a Silent Auction for
the end of April.
We’re looking for nice items for the auction. Take a look around
your home. Have you been thinking of downsizing? This is the perfect
time! Please, no clothes or electronic items. Last year’s donations included paintings, Walt Herlevi photos, icons, cameras, collector
dolls, and collectable items. Contact me if you have questions.
Ken Grigsby
Island66@comcast.net, 360-675-4682
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Worship Assistants

Financial report

March 5
8:00 AM

Assisting Minister: Paul Senness
Communion Asst.: Mike Fankhauser
Ushers:

10:30 AM

Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
Communion Asst.: Rita Carter

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Donna Aspery

8:00 AM

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Acolyte: Alissa Blevins
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

Assisting Minister: Rick Culbertson
Communion Asst.:
Ushers: Margraf family
Music: Morning Glory
Assisting Minister: Trudy Decker
Communion Asst.: Jay Decker
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Natalie Stone
Computer: Sheila Ryan

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Ushers: Ellis family
Music: Praise Team
Assisting Minister: Cynthia Akins
Communion Asst.: Jan McCullough
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Isabel Carr
Computer: Molly Nagel
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Ken Grigsby
Communion Asst.: Mike Fankhauser
Ushers: Lenita Forster, Joan Flowers
Music: Morning Glory/Youth Choir
Assisting Minister: Penny Fowkes
Communion Asst.: John Fowkes
Music: Youth Choir/Harbor Choir
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer: Kathy Ridle

Date
8:00 AM
Jan. 29
56
Feb. 5
70
Feb. 12
80
Feb. 19
75
Average Att.
70

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Micah Burrow
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

10:30 AM

6:30 PM

February
Coupeville
27
16
18
18
20

Nursery
6
5
4
6
5

Average Sunday attendance: 199

Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Peter Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

Lesser festivals & commemorations
March
1 George Herbert, hymnwriter, 1633
2 John Wesley, 1791; Charles Wesley,
1788, renewers of the Church
7 Perpetua, Felicity, and companions,
martyrs at Carthage, 202
10 Harriet Tubman, 1913; Sojourner
Truth, 1883, renewers of society
12 Gregory the Great, Bishop of Rome, 604
17 Patrick, bishop, missionary to Ireland,
461
20 Joseph, guardian of our Lord
21 Thomas Cranmer, bishop of
Canterbury, martyr, 1556

Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

Little Lutheran bags in March – Kristin Duncan
This month’s decorative font is American

10:30 AM
107
105
101
102
104

February 26 will be included in next month’s statistics

March 26
8:00 AM

Year to date
$ 33,127
38,823
$ (5,696)

Worship attendance

March 19
8:00 AM

January
$ 33,127
38,823
$ (5,696)

Income
Outgo

March 12

January

Uncial,

with caps from Celticmd.
11

22 Jonathan Edwards, teacher,
missionary to American
Indians, 1758
24 Oscar Romero, bishop of
El Salvador, martyr, 1980
25 The Annunciation
of our Lord
29 Hans Nielsen Hauge, renewer of the church, 1824
31 John Donne, poet, 1631

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

1

2
10:00 Deborah Circle

3

4

1:30 Keepers of the Faith

10:00 WSMTA
Adjudication, to 5:15 PM

9
10:00 Deborah Circle
1:30 Kazan Committee
3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:00 Stephen Ministry
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Council

10

11
9:00 4-H Public
Presentations, to 3 PM

16

17

Ash Wednesday

7:00 Worship

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

6

12 Lent 2
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Send-off for Carol
Wiskow
11:45

13

7
9:00 Blanket Workshop
10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.

1:00 Munchy Monday
6:00 Wolves
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Solutions

1:00 Munchy Monday
6:00 Wolves
7:00 Solutions

Youth&Family Night 6:00

20

6:00 CADA Parenting
6:30 Bears
7:00 Coupeville
Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Arrow of Light
14
10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.
10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
6:00 CADA Parenting
6:30 Bears
7:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts
21 Newsletter Deadline

8 8:45 Pastors’ Txt Study
9:00 Blanket Workshop
10:30 OHLC Staff

12:00 Midweek Worship
12:30 Soup & Bread
1:00 Book Group
6:00 Tigers

6:00 Midweek Worship
6:30 Soup & Bread
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

7:00 Harbor Choir
15 8:45 Pastors’ Txt Stdy

6:00 Wolves
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Cub Scout Pack Ldrs
7:00 Solutions

1:00 Munchy Monday

6:00 Wolves
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
7:00 Solutions

10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.
10:00 Rebecca Circle

12:00 Midweek Worship
12:30 Soup & Bread

10:00 Deborah Circle

6:00 Tigers

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

6:00 Midweek Worship
6:30 Soup & Bread
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

22 8:45 Pastors’ Txt Stdy

28
10:00 Stephen Min. Tr.
10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of
St. Bernard
6:30 Bears
7:00 Arrow of Light
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board of Rev.

Daylight Saving Time
begins...
Set clocks
AHEAD
1 hour
tonight!
18

1:30 Keepers of the Faith
5:30 OHHS Robotics
dinner – set-up begins
at 3:30

23
10:00 Deborah Circle

24

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
6:00 Pack 4098

1:30 Keepers of the Faith

29 OHLC at SPIN Café

30 OHLC at SPIN Café

31

8:45 Pastors’ Text Study
10:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

12:00 Midweek Worship
12:30 Soup & Bread
6:00 Tigers

6:30 Bears
7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Arrow of Light

1:30 Keepers of the Faith

10:30 OHLC Staff

10:30 OHLC Staff

27
8:00
9:15
9:15
10:30

SATURDAY

1:30 Breastfeeding USA
6:00 Tigers

Lent 1
Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Whidbey Island Orchestra
concert
3:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

26 Lent 4
Worship
Sunday School
Adult Education
Worship

FRIDAY

10:30 OHLC Staff
12:00 Worship
1:00 Library Committee

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
19 Lent 3 Pi(e) Day!
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship
10:30
Confirmation
5:00
Lions
6:00
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

THURSDAY

8:45Pastors’ Text Study

www.oakharborlutheran.org

5

WEDNESDAY

6:00 Midweek Worship
6:30 Soup & Bread
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

12:00 Midweek Worship
12:30 Soup & Bread
1:00 Library Committee
6:00 Tigers

6:00 Midweek Worship
6:30 Soup & Bread
7:00 Harbor Choir
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

12

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

1:30 Keepers of the Faith

25

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
M, T, W:
9:00-11:30 AM
12:30-3:00 PM
Pre-K Readiness
Th, F: 9:00-11:30 AM
Registration begins!
3/15, current families
3/22, church families
3/29, community

