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Pastor’s Page

reformed institutions were diligently arranged for the purpose of tending to
the event of the church – the people of God gathered around the gifts of God.

Here is the church, here is the steeple

This definition of the church continues to be important today. We
are a people who are gathered. We live in a time when this gathering is
becoming less and less important to more and more people. A recent article
lamenting the widespread decline in church attendance cited several reasons
for the situation, including less social pressure, more competition for
people’s time from all sorts of recreational opportunities, and an increasing
embrace of a “do-it-yourself” Christianity, where people attempt to tailor a
spiritual life for themselves without the challenge of being part of a community of real people. More and more people are failing to see the church as an
event – a weekly event! – where the people of God are gathered around the
gifts of God. In so doing, church becomes merely an institution. It is a club
with your name on a list in an office rather than an ongoing event in our
lives where we encounter God’s grace in Word, sacrament, and fellowship.

“The church is the assembly of all believers
among whom the gospel is purely preached and
the holy sacraments are administered according
to the gospel.”
Augsburg Confession, Article VII
“A seven year-old-child knows what the church
is, namely, holy believers and sheep who hear
the voice of their shepherd.”
Martin Luther, The Smalcald Articles
Let us not neglect meeting together, as is the
habit of some…”
Hebrews 10:25

REFORMATION 500
A year-long series of
articles celebrating
500 years of Lutheran
Christianity

the children’s rhyme and the hand motions that go
You knowwith
it: “Here is the church, here is the steeple, open

This summer I will be on sabbatical, and so I won’t be gathering
with you at Oak Harbor Lutheran Church. However, I will be gathering with
God’s people each and every Sunday while I am away. I will be visiting
congregations in the San Diego area. I will be at Bible Camp in Montana. I
will worship one Sunday in Idaho. When we return to Washington I plan on
worshipping at congregations in Wenatchee and Silverdale. Most of these
will be ELCA congregations, but I will also be visiting a Methodist church
and a congregation in another Lutheran denomination (LCMC). I look
forward to not only gathering ideas to bring back to OHLC, but to
experiencing the church as an event where God’s people are gathered to
receive God’s gifts.

the doors, see all the people!” This rhyme, climaxing in its display of
intertwined digits merrily gathered under that fleshy roof, gives us a simple
but profound definition of the church as the gathered people of God. This
simple definition hasn’t always been easy to come by. The medieval church
defined the church as an authoritarian structure with the pope as its head.
The church was first and foremost an institution. When Martin Luther and
his colleagues were kicked out of this institution, they were forced to think
theologically and biblically about the church. What was the church, really?
Luther and the Reformers quickly came to define the church in a
simple, but ingenious way. They defined it as an event – as the gathering of
God’s people around Word and Sacrament. In an essay called On the Councils and the Church, Luther identified seven marks of the church. These
marks include Confession and Forgiveness, Word, Baptism, the Lord’s
Supper, and Worship. These are what God’s people gather around as we are
called together as the church. Ordination is included; some people are set
apart for ordained ministry in the church – not as authoritarian rulers or
CEOs or activists, but as pastors who tend to these marks of the church. As
St. Paul wrote, “This is how you are to regard us, as stewards of the
mysteries of God” (1 Corinthians 4:1). The final mark of the church is the
cross. This gathered community suffers together as the body of Christ,
bearing one another’s burdens in the promise and the presence of Jesus.

This summer, I encourage you to think of church as an event to
which you are called to participate rather than an institution of which you are
a member. If you are traveling, seek out different congregations to visit. If
you are camping at a National Park, almost all of them have worship
services! Check them out! If you are home here on Whidbey Island, we
have a great line up of guest preachers to bring you the Word as you gather
together as the people of God.
“Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors, see all the
people!” You are one of those fingers wiggling under the steeple, and you
are important to our gatherings as God’s people. Other
people are blessed by your presence, even if only by
hearing your voice in worship and seeing that they are
not alone. You yourself will be richly blessed as you
participate in this blessed ongoing event we call church.
Blessings on your gathering! See you August 27!
Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer

You can see in these marks of the church how Luther was intent on
defining the church as an event rather than an institution. Luther and the
other Reformers understood the need for structures, and in the structural
earthquake of the Reformation went about setting them up. But these
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Grads to be recognized on June 11

Growing & Learning

Join us as we celebrate our high school graduates during worship
on Sunday, June 11. Josh Margraf, Ethan Marx, Jared Hoyt, Emilee
Stone, and Kayla Wiley will all be invited to come forward to receive a
quillow, as well as a blessing and our prayers as they mark this milestone. We will have a cake reception for all our graduates after the 10:30
AM service.

You are invited to…

YOUTH & FAMILY NIGHT AT OHLC
Sunday, June 4, 6:00-7:30 PM

Sunday School wraps up for the school year
Our last day of Sunday School will be June 4 and we’ll celebrate
with a potluck party in the youth room.
I would like to thank this year’s teachers: Emilee Stone & Peg
Fosnaugh (Pre-K/K), Heather Quick (1st &2nd ), Kerri Totten (3rd &4th ),
the amazing team of Martha Ellis & Beth Stephens (5th &6th ), and
Cheryl Blevins (7th &8th ). Additionally, I would like to thank our
substitutes Amy Spencer and Kristin Duncan. Last but not least, I would
like to thank our roving Shepherd, Josh Margraff, and our Technical
Support Guy, Luke Spencer.
Thanks also to all our families for sharing your fantastic children
with us. We had a great year growing our faith. See you next year!
Angela Stone

Vacation Bible School: Paul and the Underground Church

Pentecost Edition!

from Vacation Bible School! This year, VBS will be
GreetingsJuly
10-14, 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon, for children

Fire is a symbol for the Holy Spirit,
so we’ll gather around our fire pit for games, songs,
and fellowship.

entering preschool in the fall through those entering 5th grade. Our
theme is Paul and the Underground Church... with LEGOs!
Explore a crowded Roman marketplace, tiptoe past watchful
Roman guards, encourage first-century Christians who meet in a dark
cave, race chariots, and visit Paul for daily discoveries about God’s
love... all with LEGO overtones in games, lessons, and activities.
Want to see how it’s done? Volunteer for Vacation Bible School
week as a group leader or in the marketplace! Volunteer at VBS work
meetings during the evenings! For more information about volunteer
opportunities, donation needs, or if you have any other questions, contact
me at christianeeve1@yahoo.com.
Thank you! I look forward to seeing what we can do this year in
Vacation Bible School!
Christiane Weber

Since the disciples were given “tongues of fire” on Pentecost
we’ll enjoy a variety of HOT candies and SPICY snacks.
How much can your tongue handle?
We’ll also have s’mores
for those who don’t like hot and spicy stuff.

Join us for a fun evening of faith and fellowship!
Last one ‘til fall! Don’t miss it!
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Sunday, July 9

Worship schedule for June and July
Sunday, June 4

We welcome PASTOR MARK TANIS again as our guest preacher.

Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 AM

Sunday, July 16

It’s PENTECOST SUNDAY! Wear red to worship as we celebrate the
coming of the Holy Spirit. It’s also CONFIRMATION SUNDAY! Peter
Spencer will be confirmed at the 10:30 service. A reception featuring
cake and a variety of red foods will follow. And it’s TEACHER
APPRECIATION SUNDAY. We’ll give thanks to our Sunday School
teachers at the end of a great school year.

Sunday, June 11

Worship at 9:30 AM

Our guest preacher will be PASTOR DAVID LURA. Pastor Lura is a
former Navy chaplain and a retired pastor from the United Methodist
church. He served a long and legendary tenure at First United Methodist
Church here in Oak Harbor, and has become a friend to all our local
pastors and a beloved figure in our community. Pastor Lura has
Lutheran roots, which he is excited to return to during his time with us!

Worship at 8:00 & 10:30 AM

Sunday, July 23

It’s HOLY TRINITY SUNDAY! We will honor our HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES during both services. A cake reception in their honor will
be held after the 10:30 service. Our SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING will be
held between services, from 9:15-10:15. All voting members are
strongly encouraged to be in attendance as we vote for three new council
members to help lead our congregation for the next three years!

Sunday, June 18

Worship at 9:30 AM

Worship at 9:30 AM

We welcome PASTOR DAVID LURA for a second Sunday.

Sunday, July 30

Worship at 9:30 AM

Our guest preacher will be PASTOR ANDY YEE. Pastor Yee serves as
the chaplain at Josephine Home in Stanwood. We are ministry partners
with Josephine, which is a Lutheran home and a wonderful ministry.
Come welcome Pastor Yee!

Worship at 9:30 AM

Remember, this is the Sunday we begin having ONE SERVICE at 9:30
AM. This will be Pastor Spencer’s last service before leaving on
sabbatical, so the service will conclude with a SABBATICAL
SENDING by the sabbatical team.

And a sneak peek for August’s preachers...
Sunday, August 6: OHLC’s own retired Pastor Dick Koch
Sunday, August 13: Former bishop’s assistant, Pastor Jan Leistikow
Sunday, August 20: a return engagement by Pastor Dick Koch
Sunday, August 27: church picnic at Muzzall Farm, and a welcome home
to Pastor Spencer!

Summer at OHLC

While Pastor Spencer is on sabbatical, we will be welcoming the
following ALL STAR guest preachers:

Sunday, June 25

Worship at 9:30 AM

Included in this newsletter are The Spirit and Prayer Ventures for
June. For the July issues, please visit the following websites:
Prayer Ventures: http://www.elca.org/en/Resources/Prayer-Ventures
The Spirit: http://www.lutheransnw.org/publications ; scroll down to
read the current issue or issues from the archives.

Join us as we welcome BISHOP KIRBY UNTI as our guest preacher!
We are blessed to have our Northwest Washington Synod bishop come
to OHLC, and look forward to welcoming him warmly.

Sunday, July 2

Worship at 9:30 AM

Our guest preacher will be PASTOR MARK TANIS, recently retired as
one of the chaplains at NAS Whidbey. Pastor Tanis was a seminary
classmate of Pastor Spencer’s, and lives in Anacortes. His wife Cara
serves as pastor at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Bellingham.

The deadline for articles for the August newsletter (which is the
run-up to September activities!) is Thursday, July 20.
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In Concert, June 10:
St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble returns to OHLC

Congregational News
Semi-annual congregational meeting set for June 11

a

ll voting members of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church are encouraged to
attend our semi-annual meeting, which will be held on Sunday, June
11 from 9:15-10:15 AM in the sanctuary. We will elect council and
endowment committee members, hear a budget update and a report from
the synod assembly, and receive reports from our ministry teams.
Written reports will be available in the narthex before the meeting.

OHLC’s church picnic will be August 27

t

he Russians return! Oak Harbor Lutheran Church will host a special
concert by the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble, 7:00 PM on
Saturday, June 10. The concert is free and open to the public – please
help us get the word out.
The St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble, which includes the talents
of Kirill Sokolov, Sergey Shapinsky, Vadim Smanster, and Andrei
Volikov, has been performing in churches and concert halls throughout
the United States since 2002. Their concerts reflect their culture and
heritage, with a balance of sacred songs by Russian composers and
Russian folk songs. The members of the St. Petersburg Men’s Ensemble
bring extensive training and experience to the presentation of their
concert selections. They have sung with many choirs, including the State
Academic Capella and the Choir of Smolny Cathedral. A free-will
offering will be received to support their U.S. Tour.

m

ark your calendars for our church picnic at the Muzzall farm! We’ll
have worship in the barn at 11 AM, followed by a barbecue potluck,
games, and fellowship. Directions and more information will be coming
later this summer.

Follow Pastor Spencer on sabbatical!

p

astor Spencer is writing a blog on his sabbatical. You can find a link
on the church website (www.oakharborlutheran.org), or go to it
directly at www.spencersonsabbatical.wordpress.com.

OHLC gets out of the coffee business

g

ood, responsible, fair trade coffee is easier to come by
these days. With that in mind, OHLC will no longer be
offering individual bags of coffee for sale in the narthex,
so we hope these good habits you’ve developed will now
carry over as you read the labels on your grocery store shelves or
purchase coffee online and continue to support fair trade.
YES, fair trade coffee WILL continue to be ordered for our
coffee hours (including Coupeville worship services), congregational
meals and other events, and will keep fueling the office staff. If at any
time you wish to purchase a case (6 bags) of fair trade coffee, we can add
your order to ours. Contact Rekann in the office, 360-679-1561,
office@oakharborlutheran.org, or talk to Jan Heideger.
In the meantime, please help us clear the narthex kiosk shelves
by purchasing those remaining bags of coffee!

Ken Grigsby

In the community
Mighty to Save Ministry(MtSM)
offers hope and new beginnings to young adults
who want to be free from addictions
by providing mentoring, discipleship and transition assistance.
Save the date for their annual MtSM Dinner & Auction:
Saturday September 23, 2017 – time to be announced;
Oak Harbor Elks Lodge, 155 NE Ernst Street.

Anita Needler
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OHLC’s general budget funds ministry. It pays the salaries of
our employees so we have pastors who preach and visit and care for us,
office staff who create newsletters and bulletins and pay the bills, and
musicians who brighten our services. It pays for a building with heat and
light where we can hold worship services and host a multitude of community groups. It pays for our ministries such as hospitality, growing
and learning, worship and music, and compassion. All this ministry is
funded with the general budget.

From the Treasurer
likes to talk about money, especially at church. It often
Nobodymakes
us feel things we don’t like - whether it’s frustration that people are telling us what to do with our money or guilt that we
aren’t giving enough. This makes it very difficult for congregation
leaders to communicate about finances when the congregation doesn’t
really want to talk / hear about it.

Both the Congregation Council and the Sabbatical Team thank
you for prayerfully considering how to support the ministry of OHLC
with your offerings.

Like most churches OHLC experiences times when giving to the
general fund doesn’t keep up with general fund expenses. Over the years
congregation leaders have tried various methods (such as adopt-a-bill, or
– my favorite – the ketch-up campaign) to fill the funding gap. The
irony for OHLC is that the total donated by the congregation each month
would cover our the majority of our monthly expenses if a significant
portion of it were not designated for other uses.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.
Marge Moore
Council Treasurer
Sabbatical Team Member

If you can bear with looking at some numbers, here is a snapshot
of the average month at OHLC (and if you can’t bear to look, skip to the
next sentence):
General Expenses:
Benevolence (Synod, Krafts, Lutherwood, Emaus)
Payroll / Employee Costs
Mortgage and Insurance
Utilities, Phone, Office Supplies
Building Repairs / Maintenance
Ministry Expenses
Total

Operations News

$ 1,800
$27,500
$ 2,150
$ 4,600
$ 950
$ 3,000
$40,000

Average General Offerings

$35,000

Funding Gap

-$ 5,000

Average Designated Offerings

$ 4,000

Mark Needler signs off as Ops Coach
here at OHLC owe our friend and fellow servant of
All of usChrist
Jesus, Mark Needler, a debt of gratitude. After
four years of serving as our Operations Coach, he is taking a welldeserved break. Mark has seen us through some enormous projects,
including the new fire suppression system, the installation of six new
furnaces, new sanctuary lighting, and a new parking lot. In addition to
all of this, he has been on hand for countless other projects, many of
them time-consuming, exhausting, and often unseen by the congregation.
Thank you, Mark, for your hard work over these past four years. Our
building and grounds are updated and look great because of all you have
done. Well done, good and faithful servant!

Our general expenses average $40,000 per month. General
offerings average $35,000. Designated offerings average $4000. Pastor
Spencer recently asked us to consider transferring our designated
offerings to the general budget for the next few months, because that
would plug our funding gap. We are $20,000 behind in general offerings
this year. At the same time, we have over $180,000 in savings that is
tied to designated funds and memorials that we cannot use for general
fund expenses. Designated giving impacts our general budget.

Mark will remain active on the Operations Team in a consulting
capacity and as a contact for any issues pertaining to the projects he
oversaw while serving as coach. Moving forward, please note we will
now have a team of three people leading our Operations Team: Kelly
Brock, David Fosnaugh, and Shane Lesetmoe. Please direct your
building and grounds concerns or needs to one of them. Thanks again,
Mark, and thanks for stepping up, gentlemen!
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Second Wednesday Book group:

BookMarks

June’s meeting is the 14th at 1:00 PM in the church library for a
discussion of Morning Glory, by Sarah Jio:

Coupeville Book Group:

New York Times bestselling author Sarah Jio imagines life on Boat
Street, a floating community on Seattle’s Lake Union – home to
people of artistic spirit who for decades protect the dark secret of
one startling night in 1959.
Fleeing an East Coast life marred by tragedy, Ada Santorini takes
up residence on a houseboat in Seattle, where she discovers a trunk
left behind a half century earlier by Penny Wentworth, a young
newlywed. Ada wants to know her predecessor’s fate, but little
suspects that Penny’s mysterious past and her own clouded future
are destined to converge. Also available in e-book Fiction, 291 pgs

June’s meeting is the 6th at 7:00 PM in the home of Donna
Rieb, 1011 Summit Loop. Lisa Margraf will provide dessert and lead
discussion of the book Big Little Lies, by Liane Moriarty:
A murder...A tragic accident...Or just parents behaving badly?
What’s indisputable is that someone is dead.
Madeline is a force to be reckoned with. She’s funny, biting, and
passionate; she remembers everything and forgives no one. Celeste
is the kind of beautiful woman who makes the world stop and stare,
but she is paying the price for the illusion of perfection. New to
town, single mom Jane is so young that another mother mistakes
her for a nanny. She comes with a mysterious past and a sadness
beyond her years. These three women are at different crossroads,
but they will all wind up in the same shocking place.
Big Little Lies is a brilliant take on ex-husbands and second wives,
mothers and daughters, schoolyard scandal, and the dangerous little
lies we tell ourselves just to survive.
Fiction, 486 pages

July’s gathering is the 12th, 1:00 PM in the church library, to
consider Some Luck, by Jane Smiley:
An epic novel that spans 30 years in the life of a farm family in
Iowa, telling a parallel story of the changes taking place in America
from the 1920s to the early 1950s. Rich with humor and wisdom,
twists and surprises, Some Luck takes us through deeply emotional
cycles of births and deaths, passions and betrayals in a potent
conjuring of many lives across generations.
Fiction, 395 pages Also available in e-book, LP, CD

July’s gathering is the 11th (note this change from the usual
schedule!) at 7:00 PM in the home of Anni Campbell, 256 Snakelum
Point Road. Jan Heideger leads discussion of The Book Thief by Markus
Zusak:
It’s just a small story, really, about among other things: a girl,
some words, an accordionist, some fanatical Germans, a Jewish fistfighter, and quite a lot of thievery.
Set during World War II in Germany, Markus Zusak’s
groundbreaking novel is the story of Liesel Meminger, a foster girl
living outside of Munich. Liesel scratches out a meager existence for
herself by stealing when she encounter something she can’t resist –
books.
With the help of her accordion-playing foster father, she learns to
read and shares her stolen books with her neighbors during
bombing raids as well as with the Jewish man hidden in her
basement before he is marched to Dachau. This is an unforgettable
story about the ability of books to feed the soul.
Fiction, 552 pgs.

Questions about one or both
of OHLC’s book groups? Newcomers are always welcome!
For information about the
Second Wednesday group, contact
Leona McKee, 360-675-5712,
bcmac68@comcast.net.
Gaye Rodriguey is the one to
talk to about the Coupeville Book
Group, gaye@tobysuds.com.
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To wrap up the year, we had our annual all-school bowling party
at Oak Bowl, as well as the end-of-the-year picnic at Ft. Nugent Park.
As we say good bye to this school year and to a few of our preschool
families, we are already looking forward to welcoming back established
His Kids families returning for the fall as well as new families who will
be joining our program.

His Kids Preschool
a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
up the 2016/17 school year and our
Wow!23HereyearweofareHiswrapping
Kids Preschool. Our final month of school
rd

was fun-filled and quite busy, and our Star Students were Brenden,
Cesar, and Ainsley. Here are some of the highlights we experienced:

We are happy to announce that our morning class is full and the
afternoon class is slowly building up. Please keep our families in your
prayers as they start their summers, and that they return to us healthy and
excited for the fall school year. If you know of a family who is
looking for an active preschool program, we hope you’ll send them
our way!

Our Pre-K Readiness students, who will be kindergartners in the
fall, went to visit a real class at Broadview Elementary. They were able
to sit in on Ms. Hwang’s carpet time, which somewhat resembles our
circle time in class. Even our own George Myers was picked as a special
participant to help one of the kindergartners! They toured the class, and
were excited to see all the centers that were in the room. On the way out,
one of the children exclaimed loudly “best field trip ever!” We knew we
had an excited future kindergartner on our hands.

And now, please read the great responses of our preschoolers to
the deep question: “Why I love my daddy!”
Morning class:
Claude: He plays with me outside.
Luke M: He loves me.
Hunter: He wrestles with me
Layla: He tickles me.
Max: He’s funny. He does funny stuff. Cassidy: He kisses me.
Joshua: He plays with me.
Brenden: He’s funny.
Cesar: He plays soccer.
Grayson: He tickles me.
Gabi: He goes to work five times.
George: He plays with me.
Ainsley: He takes me to work with him and Gabi.
Luke B. He lets me do my little LEGOs too.
Victoria: He got me a new kite because my old one was broken.
Mikayla: He tickles me and plays outside with me and he makes silly
faces.

Our second field trip involved all the classes, and that was to see
the spring babies at the Muzzall Farm. Jennifer and Roshel gave a great
tour of the family farm, showing off the baby lambs, piglets, and chicks.
They were even able to show the children the newborn kittens that were
born in the combine. What a treat that was! There were lots of awwwws
on that one.
Our final chapel time was on the 17th, where we invited our
preschool families to attend. They listened in on the songs that the
children sing as well as Pastor Jeff’s special message for them. At the
end of chapel time, the children received their certificates for attending
the 2016/17 school year and there were plenty of photo ops for the
parents.

Afternoon class:
Milanya: He gives me hugs and kisses.
Elizabeth: He holds me.
Aaron: He watches baseball and fixes stuff
Cohen: He takes me to the play place.
Nico: He watches me a little bit sometimes.
Tinsley: He always brings me more toys and more candy.
Selah: he gives me candy and makes me eggs with the yolk, and when
he acts silly.

For Preschool Sunday on May 21, we decorated the fellowship
hall with rainbows and Noah’s arks that the children made themselves.
What a fun celebration we had! The children sang for the 10:30 service,
and afterwards we had cake, punch and yummy treats. We had a display
of pictures of the classes from the start of His Kids – what a neat way to
reminisce for past, present and hopefully future His Kids preschoolers!
Thank you to Mary Brock, Beth Stephens, Sadie Harbaugh, Cheryl &
Alissa Blevins, Emilee Stone, Angela Stone and her Aunt Marge, Peg
Fosnaugh, and Bill McArthur for lending a helping hand during our
celebration. Special thanks, too, to Barbara Wilson!

Have a great summer!
God’s Peace,
Ms. Elva, Ms. Michelle, Ms. Sara
8

Blanket Workshop

OHLC Women

Tuesday & Wednesday, June 6&7, beginning at 9 AM.
No meeting in July.

opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Blanket Workshop volunteers meet in the
fellowship hall to work on tied quilts for Lutheran World
Relief. Sewing experience isn’t necessary, and
newcomers are always welcome. If you’d like more information, contact
Leona McKee, 360-675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net .

Circles meet regularly at church for Bible study,
Women’sfellowship,
and occasional service projects. Newcomers
are always welcome! Questions? Contact Mary Brock for Lydia Circle
information, 360-240-8706, mckb1998@comcast.net; Gaye Rodriguey is
your go-to person for Deborah Circle, gaye@tobysuds.com, and Colleen
Pedlar can fill you in about Rebecca Circle, 360-675-8967,
ccpedlar@comcast.net.

Compassion Ministry

Circle meetings in June:
6/5&19
6/1, 8, 15, 22, 29
6/20

Update: Lutheran World Relief projects

Lydia Circle meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room.
Deborah Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.
Rebecca Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.

Here are the results for our May shipment of projects for
Lutheran World Relief:
 70 Quilts
 100 Personal Care Kits
 300 Baby Care Kits
Total weight was 1,201 pounds; and shipping costs added up to $901.

Deborah Circle notes: We’re doing a couple of service projects this
month, helping with VBS preparation. See below for details!
6/ 1: Called to be political (But I don’t want to be political!), a
Women of the ELCA resource focusing on the teachings of Martin
Luther on the role of Christians in politics.
6/ 8: Preparations for VBS, under the guidance of Christiane Weber.
6/15: Stand up for justice!, a Women of the ELCA guide to
advocating effectively for a just society.
6/22: Preparations for VBS, under the guidance of Christiane Weber.
6/29: Stand up for justice!, continued.

Our thanks to the Blanket Workshop ladies for the quilts, to
Karen Bowers for all the baby care kits, to Salvador our custodian for
toting our many boxes out to the garage for storage and then bringing
them back in again when it came time for shipping, to Rekann in the
office for handling the paperwork that goes to LWR in Baltimore, and to
Rita Carter and her assistants for overseeing the bus loading and for
driving our shipment (along with boxes from Concordia Lutheran
Church) down to the Northwest Ingathering in Ballard. Special thanks to
Whidbey SeaTac Shuttle for the loan of the bus!!

Circle meetings in July:
7/3&17
7/6, 20, 27
7/18

Lydia Circle meets at 6:00 PM in the prayer room.
Deborah Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.
Rebecca Circle meets at 10:00 AM in the library.

Many, many thanks to the congregation for providing items for
the personal care kits. With your monetary donations, we were able to
make bulk purchases of combs and nail clippers, as well as a few
additional items to make up the 100 kits.

Deborah Circle notes:
7/ 6: Stand up for justice!, continued from June’s study.
7/13: Vacation Bible School!
7/21: all anew – Ready or Not, June 2018 Gather, pgs. 22-25.
7/27: all anew – Ready or Not, June 2018 Gather, pgs. 25-27.

The Lutheran World Relief website notes that in 2016, support
via 118 different projects to 32 countries reached 3,467,823 people. We
at OHLC appreciate everyone’s efforts supporting our endeavor to make
the world a kinder place, and we know the recipients of these quilts and
kits from our most recent shipment will appreciate your generosity as
well.
Leona McKee

SAVE THE DATE!
Northwest Washington Synod Women’s Convention, Saturday,
October 27, 7:30 AM – 3:30 PM, Trinity Lutheran Church, Lynnwood.
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More from Compassion Ministry on the next page!

...more from Compassion Ministry

Boomerang those baby bottles!

single mothers (many suffering with AIDS). It is part of Watoto Church
and provides education, medical care and sheltered workshops for many
women and children who would not receive them otherwise.

Those who picked up baby bottles on Mother’s Day to fill with
cash, change, and/or checks as part of the fundraiser for the Pregnancy
Care Clinic (PCC) in Oak Harbor are reminded to bring them back to
OHLC on or by Father’s Day, June 18.
Thanks to all who participated! If you have any questions about
our local PCC or would like to get more involved in their ministry, talk
to OHLC member Morrie Parker, who serves on the PCC board.

Our OHLC Watoto Team has been active in fundraising for
Watoto since 2008. Most team members have visited at least once –
team members pay their own way, so 100% of contributions go to
Watoto. We have built a house for orphans and a medical clinic there.
Other annual trips have been to visit and conduct medical clinics at
Watoto Centers in Kampala and Gulu.

July’s ministry focus: Go Missions International,
with Nick & Shannon Kraft and family

June focuses on Watoto
is the Ministry of the Month for June. Watoto is a
WatotoChristian
organization in Uganda that serves orphans and

The next trip is planned for January 2018. If you are interested
in going or want more information , please contact Skip Lycksell. No
medical training is needed.

First change your life and then change the lives of others!
- GO Missions alumna, Isamar Diaz
is a non-profit
Go Missions Internationalcorporation
with its

Watch for these upcoming events:

arms extended across Latin America. They are motivated by the
example of Jesus and the Great Commission to GO and make disciples.
Their impulse is to Love and Serve at all times and to teach others to do
the same. As Go Missions International, they are holding an umbrella of
grace for several Love and Serve ministries.

Annual Watoto Garage Sale: Saturday, June 24, 9 AM to 2
PM. Donations gladly accepted on Friday, June 23, 3:00-7:00 PM.
Please, no clothing or electronics. Contact a team member for big items
as well as for items needing to be picked up.
Octoberfest: Annual dinner and auction to support Watoto in
October. Date to be announced.

On the GO since 1998, Nicolas and Shannon Kraft first
worked in Chiclayo, Peru as church planters and youth ministers. In
2003 they went to Caranavi, Bolivia, where they served four years at
Radio Television Caranavi as producers of a Children’s television
program called ABC KIDS. The Krafts with their four children have
been all over the USA and Bolivia, up the coast of Peru and down to the
middle of Chile as Go Missions International. They have led seminars
for marriages and families, taught children, discipled youth, and
encouraged Latin Americans to step out into missions. Currently they
are based in Chiclayo, Peru.

Watoto Children's Choir : Coming in November, date to be
announced. A time to have choir members stay in your home overnight.
Thank you, OHLC, for your continued, generous financial and
prayer support for Watoto.
Joyfully,
Skip Lycksell, Watoto Team Member

Heads up for school kits!
In September, we’ll start our ingathering of items for School Kits
for Lutheran World Relief. Keep your eyes open for sales on spiral notebooks, unsharpened pencils, ballpoint pens, rectangular erasers, blunt
scissors, pencil sharpeners, rulers with centimeters as well as inches,
and boxes of 24 crayons. Remember, school supply sales start
early!
Trudy Decker
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Symbols and seasons

Financial report

of the church year

The Ascension of our Lord:

f

orty days after Easter, we celebrate Jesus’ ascension into
heaven. This occurred 10 days before Pentecost, when the
Holy Spirit descended on Jesus’ followers, as he had promised.
Jesus’ ascension reminds Christians that although his body
couldn’t remain present everywhere, we can universally experience his
spiritual presence. In fact, Jesus’ final words to his disciples — and to us —
contain this key promise: “I am with you always, to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:20, ESV).
The Newsletter Newsletter, May 2016

Income
Outgo

April

April
$ 34,534
40,020
$ (5,486)

Year to date
$132,071
156,918
$(24,847)

Initial indications show that May’s month-end report will be
more positive. We hope to have significantly better news by our next
issue of the Harbor Beacon.

Worship attendance

The Day of Pentecost:

t

en days after Jesus ascended into heaven, the Holy Spirit
descended onto Jesus’ disciples. While they were gathered
in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish festival of Pentecost, the
disciples saw flames among and on them, heard a rushing wind
and began talking in many languages. As a result, the disciples were able to
share the good news of Jesus in the native tongues of all the pilgrims
assembled in the city.
Even today, the power of the Holy Spirit fuels the “flame” that ignites
Christians’ outreach efforts. Only by the Spirit’s power can we know Christ
and make him known throughout the world.
The Sunday following the 7th Sunday of Easter is the Day of Pentecost,
celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Date
8:00 AM
Apr. 30
57
May 7
88
May 14
84
May 21
81
Average Att.
78

10:30 AM
87
109
89
129
104

May
Coupeville
17
19
26
19
20

Nursery
5
6
6
4
5

May 28 will be included in the next issue’s statistics
Average Sunday attendance: 206

The Newsletter Newsletter, June 2014

Focusing on the Trinity:

c

hristians are monotheists, meaning we believe in only one
God. Yet we talk about the doctrine of the Trinity. In the
church year, the Sunday after Pentecost is known as Trinity
Sunday. It’s a day for focusing on what theologians call the
Triune God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Someone said about the concept of the Trinity, “You will lose your soul
if you don’t believe it, and you will lose your mind if you try to explain it.”
The bottom line is this: God (one Person) has been revealed in three
ways. God is our Creator, who then came to Earth as our Savior (in the
person of Jesus) and is eternally present with us as the Holy Spirit.
On Trinity Sunday (the Sunday following Pentecost), we praise our
Triune God for meeting all our needs.
The Newsletter Newsletter, June 2009

Seattle Spring Summit, Sunday, June 11, 3:00-5:00 PM
Temple De Hirsch Sinai, 1511 Pike Street,
Join individuals and faith communities across Washington to
gather, review the past legislative session, and plan for the upcoming
year. Together, they look for new ways to create lasting and effective
change on issues such as health care, the environment, economic justice
and criminal justice.
Visit their website, www.fanwa.org, for more information; to
register for this event, go to Events > Regional Spring Summits.
11

Worship assistants: July

Worship assistants: June

July 2

June 4
8:00 AM Assisting Minister: Ron Ernst
Communion Asst.: Lolita Mandel
Music: Morning Glory; Youth Choir, Harbor Bells
10:30 AM Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.: Carol Reafs
Music: Harbor Choir; Youth Choir, Harbor Bells
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
6:30 PM
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

9:30 AM

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.:

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

9:30 AM

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.:

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Natalie Stone
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

Assisting Minister: Jeff Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Music: Harbor Bells
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer: John Fowkes
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

9:30 AM

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.:

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Sue Stroud
Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

July 9

June 11
8:00 AM

Assisting Minister: K. Krotz-Sperry
Communion Asst.: Kathy Ridle

10:30 AM

Assisting Minister: Carol Fitzgerald
Communion Asst.:

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Mackenzie Mathieu
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Acolyte: Anders Spencer
Computer: Mary Brock
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Gisela Hawley
Piano: Kris Bruland

Assisting Minister: Josh Margraf
Communion Asst.: Marge Moore
Music: Harbor Choir
Presider: Dr. Tom Johnson
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: Micah Burrow
Computer: Luke Spencer
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

9:30 AM

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.:Jan McCullough

6:30 PM

Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Rick Culbertson
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

July 16
9:30 AM

6:30 PM

June 18
9:30 AM

6:30 PM

Acolyte: Sadie Harbaugh
Computer: Mary Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Assisting Min.: Carol Snoble
Piano: Kris Bruland

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: Donna Aspery
Organ/Piano: Jan Ernst
Acolyte: Alissa Blevins
Computer: Sadie Harbaugh
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

July 23

June 25

July 30

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations:

9:30 AM

Assisting Minister:
Communion Asst.:

6:30 PM

Presider: Dr. Tom Johnson
Communion Asst.: Benjamin Bruland

Acolyte: John Totten
Computer: Mary Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Assisting Min.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations

June

1 Catherine Winkworth, 1879; John
Mason Neale, 1866; hymn
translators
4 Thomas, Apostle
6 Jan Hus, martyr, 1415
11 Benedict of Nursia, Abbot of Monte
Cassino, c. 540
12 Nathan Söderblom, Bishop of
Uppsala, 1931
17 Bartolomé de Las Casas, missionary
to the Indies, 1566

1 Justin, martyr at Rome, c.165
21 Onesimos Nesib, translator,
3 The Martyrs of Uganda, 1886;
evangelist, 1931
John XXIII, Bishop of Rome, 1963
24 The Nativity of John
5 Boniface, Archbishop of Mainz,
the Baptist
missionary to Germany, martyr, 754 25 Presentation of the Augsburg
7 Seattle, chief of the Duwamish
Confession, 1530; Philipp
Confederacy, 1866
Melanchthon, renewer of the
9 Columba, 597; Aidan, 651, Bede, 735,
Church, 1560
renewers of the church
27 Cyril. bishop of Alexandria,
11 Barnabas, Apostle
theologian, 444
14 Basil the Great, Bishop of Caesarea,
28 Iraneus, Bishop of Lyons,
379; Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa, c. 385
c. 202
Gregory of Nanzianus, Bishop of
29 Peter & Paul, Apostles
Constantinople, c. 389; Macrina, teacher, c. 379

Little Lutheran Bags, June & July - Sheila Ryan
This issue’s featured font is Coventry Garden. .
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July

22 Mary Magdalene, Apostle
23 Birgitta of Sweden, 1373,
renewer of the church
25 James the Elder, Apostle
28 Johann Sebastian Bach, 1750,
Heinrich Schütz, 1672
George Frederick Handel,
1759, musicians
29 Mary, Martha and Lazarus of
Bethany; Olaf, king of
Norway, martyr, 1030

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,
www.oakharborlutheran.org

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment
4
Pentecost
Healing prayer
at the morning services
Worship
8:00
Sunday School
9:15
Adult Education
9:15
Worship/Confirmation
10:30
Piano Recital
2:00

5

6

7
9:00 Blanket Workshop

9:00 Blanket Workshop
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:00 Piano Recital
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Solutions

7:00 Coupeville
Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1 Application deadline
for scholarships:
renewing recipients
10:00 Deborah Circle
3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:30 SPIN Board
6:00 Knitting Group
8

2

3
Join Hands Day at Camp
Lutherwood – come help
get things ready for the
summer camping season!

1:30 Keepers of the Faith

9

10

5:00 Pack 98 lock-in,
to 9 AM Saturday

7:00 IN CONCERT:
St. Petersburg
Men’s Ensemble

16

17

23

24

10:00 Deborah Circle
11:30 OHLC Staff
1:30 Breastfeeding USA

5:15 Praise Team
7:00 Council

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Harbor Choir

Youth & Family Night 6:00

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
11
Worship
8:00
Semi-annual
congregational meeting
9:15
Grad Recognition
Worship
10:30
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
18

Summer worship
schedule begins!
Worship

9:30

12

13
10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

14

15

11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Book Group

10:00 Deborah Circle

7:00 Solutions

7:00 Boy Scouts

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Overeaters Anon.
7:00 Harbor Choir

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Stephen Ministry inservice/CADA

19

20

21

22

10:00 Rebecca Circle

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:30 Harbor Bells

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

3:00 Set-up for garage
sale, to 7:00

30

6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Solutions

7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

26

27

28 OHLC at SPIN Café

29 OHLC at SPIN Café

10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of
St. Bernard

11:30 OHLC Staff
1:00 Library Committee

10:00 Deborah Circle

9:00 Watoto Garage Sale,
to 2:00

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
25
Worship

9:30

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Solutions
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board of Rev.

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

13

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Summer Break!

For information about
registration
for the 2017-2018 school
year, contact the church
office, 679-1561.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

2

3

4

5

6

7

1

11:30 OHLC Staff
1:30 Breastfeeding USA

10:00 Deborah Circle

Independence Day
Church office closed

Worship/Healing prayer
9:30
6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps

7:00 Boy Scouts

5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

7:00 Solutions
10

11

12

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
9
Worship

V A C A T I O N

9:30

7:00 Solutions
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
16
Worship

17

B I B L E

14

S C H O O L - - - - - 9:00 AM to 12:00 Noon

10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard
7:00 Coupeville
Book Group
7:00 Boy Scouts
18

1:00 Book Group
5:30 Harbor Bells
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

5:15 Praise Team

19

20 Newsletter Deadline

10:00 Rebecca Circle

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

7:00 Solutions

23

24
9:30

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

7:00 Solutions

30

31

Worship

8
10:00 CADA Parenting
Class
15
10:00 CADA Parenting
Class

7:00 Council

21

22

9:30

6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps

Worship

3:45 Youth Choir
4:15 Morning Glory
5:15 Praise Team
5:30 SPIN Board
6:00 Knitting Group
13

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Compassion
Ministry

25

26 OHLC at SPIN Café

27 OHLC at SPIN Café

10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of
St. Bernard

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

1:00 Library Committee

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board of Rev.

10:00 CADA Parenting
Class

28

29
10:00 CADA Parenting
Class

7:00 Overeaters Anon.
The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

9:30

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Summer break!

www.oakharborlutheran.org

Parish Nurse hours:
Thursdays 1:00-3:30 PM
and by appointment

7:00 Solutions
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

14

For information about
registration
for the 2017-2018 school
year, contact the church
office, 679-1561.

