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another opponent sarcastically as “skillful, clever and versed in Holy
Scripture as a cow in a walnut tree, or a sow on a harp.” In mocking a
papal decree on the authority of the pope, Luther’s sarcasm is cranked up
to eleven: “I was frightened and thought I was dreaming, it was such a
thunder-clap, such a great horrid fart did you let go here! You certainly
pressed with great might to let out such a thunderous fart - it is a wonder
that it did not tear your belly apart!” Luther might sound mean, not to
mention juvenile, in these barbs, and maybe he is a little of both, but his
mocking has a purpose. He is poking fun at spiritual elites with his
biting humor in order to take them down a peg so that, ultimately, Christ
and his Word can take center stage.

Pastor’s Page: Holy Humor
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion,
we were like those who dream. Then our
mouths were filled with laughter. Ps. 126:1-2

REFORMATION 500
A year-long series of
articles celebrating 500
years of Lutheran
Christianity

es, I am on sabbatical – but the show, er,
this series of articles, must go on! Therefore, I wrote this article before I left. See how much I love you, dear
people of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church?

So far in this series we’ve been dealing with big theological
concepts and momentous historical events related to the Lutheran
Reformation. I thought we could lighten it up in August and talk about
one of my favorite things about being Lutheran: Martin Luther’s sense
of humor. The great professor of church history at the Lutheran
Theological Seminary in Gettysburg, Eric Gritsch (now of blessed
memory), wrote a delightful little book called The Wit of Martin Luther.
In it he documents some of the humor, cleverness, and shockingly earthy
language which make Martin Luther so fun to read.

Luther was just as adept at poking fun at himself. In warning his
fellow reformers who might want to follow in his footsteps as pastors or
theologians, Luther wrote: “If, however, you feel and are inclined to
think you have made it, flattering yourself with your own little books,
teaching, or writing, because you have done it beautifully and preached
excellently… if you are of that stripe, dear friend, then take yourself by
the ears, and if you do this in the right way you will find a beautiful pair
of big, long, shaggy donkey ears. Then do not spare any expense!
Decorate them with golden bells, so that people will be able to hear you
wherever you go, point their fingers at you, and say, ‘See, see! There
goes that clever beast, who can write such exquisite books and preach so
remarkably well!’” He also wrote, “What is Luther? My doctrine is not
mine, but Christ’s. I was not crucified for any. How comes it to pass,
that I, who am but a filthy, stinking bag of worms, that any of the
children of God should call themselves by my name?” Quite the selfeffacing humor from someone who is arguably the most consequential
Christian writer and preacher of the past 500 years!

In one example, Gritsch points to a satirical pamphlet Luther
anonymously authored, mocking the medieval obsession with so-called
biblical relics, which were visited with promises of rewards in heaven for
doing so. Luther’s pamphlet advertised a fictional upcoming exhibition
which would include “three flames from the burning bush, two feathers
and an egg from the Holy Spirit, one half of the archangel Gabriel’s
wing, and a whole pound of the wind that roared by Elijah in the cave.”
One can almost hear the people of Wittenberg laughing in the streets as
they read this pamphlet – even as they started to rethink their devotion to
relics.
Luther’s mocking wit was
often turned against individual
opponents as well. When Luther’s
teaching was attacked by theologian
Jerome Emser, whose coat of arms
featured a goat, Luther called him “the
hyper-spiritual Goat Emser,” and
wrote: “I shall clearly demonstrate
this to you when you finish butting
and when it is my turn to clip the
horns of the goat.” He described
Martin & Katie,
as portrayed in a 2017 German film,
Katharina Luther.

Luther delighted in the divine comedy he found in the Bible. He
speculated about how Noah must have had to shovel manure out the
window on the ark. He loved the story of God speaking through
Balaam’s ass (Numbers 22:21-38). Luther even used scatological humor
to describe the confidence the scriptures gave him as he placed his faith
in Christ: “I resist the devil, and often it is with a fart that I chase him
away. When he tempts me with silly sins I say, “Devil, yesterday I broke
wind too. Have you written it down on your list?” (Note to self:
remember to share this article with my three boys.)
Luther’s humor was closely related to his faith in Christ. As
such it is not just an amusing attribute of an historical figure. Through
faith we too are invited to laugh at the absurdities we see in our world,
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and in ourselves. Eric Gritsch beautifully summarizes the connection
between humor and faith, and so I’ll give him the last word: “Humor
creates the freedom to laugh at one’s own idiosyncrasies and not
succumb to either a bitter-faced piety or useless theological calculations.
One should let God be God, Luther insisted, and not wrest heaven from
God. Prayer outweighs pondering divine mysteries; and humorous
musings about earthly riddles keeps one’s spiritual health better than
various remedies of spiritual self-help. Humor is part of the power of the
future promised to faithful disciples of Christ. Looking back, they can
sing the ancient biblical song in the future tense: We will be like those
who dream, and our mouth will be filled with laughter (Psalm 126:1-2).”

At the semi-annual congregational meeting on Sunday, June 11,
Georgette Anglum, Glenn Cornelius, and David Peattie were elected to
our church Council. Wolly Fowkes was elected as the youth representative. Bob Wall was reelected to the Endowment Committee. Thanks to
all for your willingness to serve!

Also at the meeting, we expressed our appreciation to Abby Chromy,
retiring after 17 years of volunteer service as OHLC’s parish nurse. In
addition to such duties as organizing classes, providing helpful information, doing blood pressure checks, regularly monitoring the church’s
defibrillator batteries, and overseeing our emergency contact database,
Abby delivered our weekly food donations to Help House. God bless
you, Abby, for your joyful and tireless service!

Pastor Jeffrey R. Spencer
Pastor Spencer is writing a blog while on sabbatical. You can
find a link on the church website, www.oakharborlutheran.org,
or go to it directly at www.spencersonsabbatical.wordpress.com.

In a special meeting following our semi-annual meeting, the OHLC
church council met and elected the following persons as officers:
Georgette Anglum – President
Kerri Totten – Vice-President
Amy Bruce – Secretary
Marge Moore –Treasurer
Congratulations to our new executive committee! We look forward to
their leadership in the year ahead!

Summer at OHLC continues!
Sunday, August 6, Worship at 9:30 AM: PASTOR DICK KOCH

Sunday School resumes September 10! Another exciting program

will be with us as guest preacher. He is a retired pastor and longtime
OHLC member. What a delight to welcome him to bring us the Word!

year of growing and learning is about to begin! Due to popular demand,
we’ll continue with another year of the Whirl Lectionary curriculum,
featuring fun, meaningful video vignettes followed by age-appropriate
Bible studies on the scripture passages we hear that morning in worship.
If you have any questions about Sunday School, or would like to
volunteer, please contact Angela Stone, our Sunday School coordinator.

Sunday, August 13, Worship at 9:30 AM: Our guest preacher is
PASTOR JAN LEISTIKOW. She is retired and living in Everett after
having served as the bishop’s assistant in the NW WA Synod. The last
time she was at OHLC was when she came to install Pastor Spencer.
She is looking forward to coming back. Let’s greet her warmly!

Luth Youth are up to something new, beginning September 10!

Sunday, August 20, Worship at 9:30 AM: We welcome back for a

All OHLC youth in grades 7-12 are invited to gather in the youth room
on Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15. This fall they will be studying
upcoming gospel readings and preparing dramatic presentations in
various formats (skits, movies) on those readings to share with the
congregation on upcoming Sundays. Thanks to John & Penny Fowkes
for sharing their gifts in drama, film editing and technology, and teaching
youth. This is going to be a lot of fun – for our youth, and for our
congregation!

second Sunday as our guest preacher, PASTOR DICK KOCH.

Sunday, August 27, Worship at 11:00 AM: PASTOR JEFFREY
SPENCER will be back just in time for our annual church picnic at the
Muzzall farm! Worship will be held in the barn at 11:00 AM, with a
BBQ afterwards by the Anglums. Please bring side dishes and desserts
to share. Plan on sticking around for fellowship, a tour of the farm, and
perhaps a cornhole tournament!
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Compassion Ministry

not simply to provide a service to those who cannot attend, but is a sacramental connection that our whole church membership needs to sense.
Union in Christ is not simply individuals receiving their portion of the
communion, it is the union of the whole community, even those missing,
that makes the communion a mystical part of God’s kingdom on earth.

August is Caring Ministries Month
The Ministry of the Month is Caring
Ministries. Oak Harbor Lutheran Church
has a long history of providing caring solutions to aid congregational
members facing crisis and alienation in their lives. OHLC’s Caring
Ministries include many aspects of pastoral care and comfort – giving
that extends itself past the actual role of pastor and into the community
of faith. In coordination with the pastors of the church, gifted and giving
members provide visitation to members, Stephen Ministry support,
Eucharistic Ministry to the homebound, parish nursing, ride-sharing for
the physically disabled, and meal coordination for sick and recovering
members, all a part of the multifaceted task of providing a nurturing
spirit to those of our community who are in need.

Not many churches have access to a parish nurse. Oak Harbor
Lutheran has been able to rely on several volunteers over the years who
have made the commitment to fill the office of Parish Nurse. With a
congregation that represents a statistically accurate spread of age groups
in the U.S., OHLC has provided support for the health and welfare of all
ages. We have opened our church doors for local programs intended for
helping healthy development of the individual, including educational
programs for women and infants, scouting events for children and youth,
addiction care opportunities for adults, marriage and parenting support
for young couples, etc. A parish nurse also looks at the last third of our
lives and responds in kind with overlooked aspects of growing old. We
have blood pressure clinics, CPR classes, dementia awareness, death and
dying resources, and end-of-life seminars scheduled by a staffed nurse in
the church. Our parish nurse also has access to a considerable library of
resources, and oversees the availability of several wheelchairs as well as
other recovery tools to lend for assisted living.

Visitation ministry of course is a central role of the lead pastor
and associate pastor. As a pastor, it is my role to be there to visit congregation members who are hospitalized, to provide spiritual counseling
in time of crisis, and to be familiar with members of OHLC in their home
and work lives. The emphasis of the visitation task is to connect members to members, to appraise the needs of the homebound or recovering,
and ask if they might need the support of the church community. Prayer
concerns become the chief agent of community support, but my visitation may also become a conduit for getting other members to visit or
coordinating support for the sick, or providing meals to the overwhelmed, or arranging rides to therapy during recovery.

Join us throughout the month of August as we learn about and
celebrate the many aspects of OHLC’s Caring Ministries.
Pastor Marc Stroud

Watoto update:

More than 25 years ago, Oak Harbor Lutheran joined in the
Stephen Ministry program, a national ministry that trains parish
members in techniques of listening and providing emotional and spiritual
support to people in crisis. Over the years, we have commissioned many
mature and spiritually-led members of OHLC. They have received wellrounded training in the basics of this unique parish ministry which
combines some of the most effective elements of therapeutic listening
with the firm foundation of sharing Christ’s love to those receiving care.

big THANK YOU! to the congregation for all your generous
donations and purchases for the annual garage sale in support of
Watoto Child Care Ministry in Uganda. We were able to raise about
$3000, and a lot of people got things they needed or wanted. Downsizing and de-cluttering just feels good... and remember, it can happen
over and over again with our annual garage sale!
We’re looking forward to these upcoming events:
 October – annual Oktoberfest Dinner and Auction
 November – In Concert: Watoto Children’s Choir
More information will be available soon. Thank you for your continued
support and prayers on behalf of the women and children of Watoto.

As with any church, Oak Harbor Lutheran has church members
in the pew and out of the pew. Some of our most treasured members are
unable to make the journey to church each Sunday because of sickness or
disability. OHLC has a fellowship of caring eucharistic ministers who
are trained and regularly provide communion to the homebound. This is

Joyfully,
Skip and Judy Lycksell, Watoto Team members
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action. Let’s start with a little background, though. There seems to be
some dysfunction between lawmakers who are responsible for writing
regulations and those who are charged to check that those regulations are
followed. Josephine got caught in that dysfunction in our last survey to
the point of being put on “stop placement” (not being allowed to admit
any new folks) for about two months-- to the tune of losing about
$13,000 a day! For a facility that tries really hard to provide good
quality care, you might say that this was a hard pill to swallow. Dysfunction seemed to happen in several ways: new regulations being made
but not enough time given to nursing homes to implement those new
regulations before being surveyed, surveyors misinterpreting the regulations themselves, and corrected measures not being processed in a timely
manner.

SPIN Café serves people in need in the Oak Harbor area
ttention SPIN enthusiasts: Save the date to celebrate our
community’s SPIN Café at a luncheon in the library at Oak Harbor
Lutheran Church at noon on Sunday, September 24. SPIN volunteers –
current and prospective – are invited! Come sign up for volunteer slots
for the coming year and hear about what’s new at SPIN.
Carol Wall

It’s time to start collecting school supplies!
ales on school supplies are underway; please keep
Lutheran World Relief in mind when you make your
purchases! LWR School Kits contain these new items:
 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper (NO loose-leaf
paper)
 30-centimeter rulers, or rulers marked in inches and centimeters
 pencil sharpeners
 blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
 unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
 boxes of 16 or 24 crayons
 erasers, 2 ½” long
It’s important to be sure that items are not decorated in any way
with religious symbols, national flags, military symbols, or camouflage.
Donations may be dropped in the box in the narthex. Thank you!
Trudy Decker

Without going into too many details, let me just go through one
case regarding the use of glucose monitors. Even though we felt that
there was not enough time to implement a new regulation given, and
even though we didn’t agree with the way the State surveyors interpreted
the severity of the infraction on cleaning the glucose monitors, it was
devastating to accept that our corrective measure (to give each person
their own monitor), corrected even before the surveyors left the building
that day, was not only not considered but not processed in an appropriate
amount of time. This not only cost Josephine a tremendous amount of
money but also prohibited others from coming to Josephine to be served
during the stop placement.
We later learned that Josephine was not the only facility affected
by dysfunction, but that it was widespread. I wrote to our legislators and
expressed that even though I agreed with regulations that advocate for
the most vulnerable we serve, I also felt that State surveyors lost sight of
their main purpose which should be to do all they can to help facilities
like Josephine provide the best care that they can provide. This is also
why our CEO joined others in going to Baltimore to try to find a better
ground. I am happy to report that the legislators listened, corrected
timing for the implementation of new regulations and clarified to State
surveyors how to interpret new regulations.

Help be Josephine advocates
hank you so much for keeping Josephine in your prayers. We try very
hard to work as a good ministry on your behalf and have been able to
achieve a 4-5 star rating for just about the whole time I’ve been working
here. Are we perfect? No. However, I when I was looking for a call I
wanted to be at a place that had its heart in the right place and I wanted
to work in a place where I could feel good about putting my own parents.
So, I began my call at Josephine.

As we continue to serve in a broken world and in what is often
times a broken system, we would love to come to you in the future as our
partners to help us not only to serve those who are incredibly vulnerable,
but to advocate on their behalf as well. As always, thank you for your
partnership, and blessings on your ministry!
Warmly, Chaplain Andy
Josephine Caring Community, Stanwood

That being said, I wanted to write you this month to ask for your
continued prayers for our healthcare system as a whole and to prepare
you for a time when we might be asking for you to help take some
5

OHLC Women

Mighty To Save Ministries presents
Inmate Art Auction and Dinner
Saturday, September 23, 6:00-8:00 PM

Opportunities for fellowship, study & service

Oak Harbor Elks Lodge, 155 NE Ernst Street

Women’s fellowship & cooking workshop, August 12

featuring and celebrating art created by inmates
and those formerly struggling with addictions.
Tickets are $25 per person, or sponsor an entire table for $200 and invite
your guests. Tickets may be purchased online at
www.MightyToSaveMinistries.org or by calling 360-929-2959.
Mighty to Save Ministries offers hope and new beginnings
to young adults who want to be free from addictions
by providing mentoring, discipleship, and transition assistance.

Calling all women! Come to a cooking
workshop on Saturday, August 12, 9:00-11:00 AM
in the church kitchen. We’ll gather to learn how to
make spring rolls with peanut sauce, as demonstrated by
Yuli Fosso. Ingredients and recipes are provided! Participants will have
the chance to make and taste them yourselves; there will also be coffee,
tea and goodies to share along with good fellowship.
Please help us with our preparations! If you’re planning to
participate, sign up via the opportunity section in a Welcome to
Worship slip in your Sunday bulletin, or leave a message in the
church office, 360-679-1561, and that’ll help us make sure we’ve
purchased enough ingredients.
Judy Lycksell

Northwest Washington Synod
Women’s Convention,
Saturday, October 7, 2017
7:30 AM – 4:00 PM at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lynnwood

Blanket Workshop

The theme is Dancing Through the Waters,
based on Exodus 15:20 and focusing on Miriam’s story.

Blanket Workshop meets Tuesday & Wednesday, August 1&2,
beginning at 9:00 AM in the fellowship hall to work on tied quilts for
Lutheran World Relief. See you there!
Leona McKee

Worship leader is Pastor Joan Beck.
Speakers addressing Miriam’s story are the Reverent Heidi Fish,
Rabbi Yohanna Kinberg, and Muslim lawyer Aneelah Afzali.
Registration: $40 (includes continental breakfast and lunch)
$45 after September 15.
Registration forms are available in the church office.

Circle meetings in August
8/3. 10, 17, 24, 31 Deborah Circle meets at 10 AM in the library
8/7 & 14
Lydia Circle meets at 6 PM in the prayer room
NOTE: Rebecca Circle will not meet in August.
Deborah Circle news: Deborah Circle meets on Thursdays, 10 AM to
noon in the library for Bible study and fellowship. All are welcome!
Questions? Contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com .
8/ 3: July/August 2017 Gather magazine, pgs 31-33, Session 2,
“Stand with the Least of These”
8/10: Pgs 42-43, Session 3, “Upend the Tables”
8/17: Pgs 44-45, Session 3, “Upend the Tables”
8/24: Pgs 46-47, Session 3, “Upend the Tables”
8/31: Labor Day lunch

Craft items wanted for the bazaar!
If you’re a crafter and find you have a few spare
moments during this last month of summer, why not keep
your hands busy with projects for OHLC’s upcoming
Holiday Bazaar?
The women of Lydia Circle will hold their 5th
annual bazaar on Saturday, November 5. All proceeds will go towards
OHLC projects. Questions? Talk to Mary Brock or Becky Peattie.
6

His Kids Preschool

BookMarks

a ministry of Oak Harbor Lutheran Church

he Coupeville Book Group will meet Tuesday, August 1 at noon
at Dottie Krigbaum’s house, 697 Olympic View drive, 678-8402.
Dottie will provide lunch for the group and Trudy Decker will lead the
discussion of the book Making Toast,by Roger Rosenblatt:

ummer is coming to an end and before we know it we’ll be back
in the classroom, preparing for the school year and the arrival of
the 2017-2018 preschoolers! The hallway will soon be filled
with chatter as well as projects being proudly displayed. It’s hard to
believe we’re thinking of the school year already, but it takes preparation
to make things run smoothly for our future His Kids families. Ordering
supplies, preparing the handbook for distribution, scheduling
conferences, and getting the first field trip organized are just a few of the
things we need to get ready.

When Roger’s daughter, Amy – a gifted doctor, mother, and wife –
collapses and dies from an asymptomatic heart condition at age thirtyeight, Roger and his wife, Ginny, leave their home on the South Shore
of Long Island to move in with their son-in-law, Harris, and their young
grandchildren: 6-year-old Jessica, 4-year-old Sammy, and 1-year-old
James, known as Bubbies.
Long past the years of diapers, homework, and recitals, Roger and
Ginny – Boppo and Mimi to the kids – quickly accustom themselves to
the world of small children: bedtime stories, talking toys, play-dates,
nonstop questions, and nonsequential thought. Though reeling from
Amy’s death, they carry on, reconstructing a family, sustaining one
another, and guiding three lively, alert, and tender-hearted children
through the pain and confusions of grief. As he marvels at the
strength of his son-in-law and the tenacity and skill of his wife, Roger
attends each day to “the one household duty I have mastered”preparing morning toast perfectly to each child’s liking.
Luminous, precise, and utterly unsentimental, Making Toast is both
a tribute to the singular Amy and a brave exploration of the human
capacity to move through and live with grief.
Nonfiction, 166 pages

We are completely full for the morning class, but we still have
openings available in the afternoon time slot. We’re excited to be
implementing a longer class time this year! Our class days are Monday,
Tuesday & Wednesday, with the morning class running from 9 AM to
12:00 PM and the afternoon class from 12:45 to 3:45 PM. We would
love to welcome your child into our play and learn program. If you’re
interested or know of someone who is looking for a preschool home,
give the church office a call, 360-679-1561, and Martha will help you.
Let us prepare that spot for your child!
Before they left for the summer, here’s what our 2016-2017
students said their favorite memory was from His Kids Preschool:
Morning class
Ainsley: Playing with my friends
Gabi: Playing outside
George: Playing with toys
Mikayla: Coloring
Victoria: Playing with my friends
Max: Eating snacks
Joshua: Going to church [chapel?]
Grayson: Playing outside
Brenden: Painting
Cassidy: Eating snacks
Layla: Learning
Cesar: Painting
Luke M.: Painting
Claude: Playing with the kitchen toys and the Legos
Luke B: Playing with Hunter and playing with the Legos
Hunter: Playing with Luke B, and playing with Legos, and eating snack
Afternoon class
Elizabeth: Miss Debbie’s animals
Milanya: Painting
Cohen: Doing circle time
Nico: Playing outside
Tinsley: Playing with the food toys
Selah: Playing and painting
Aaron: Getting my bag and bringing it to school
God’s peace, Ms Elva, Ms Michelle, Ms Sara

he Second Wednesday Book Group meets August 9 at 1:00 PM
in the church library for a discussion of The Cat’s Table, by
Michael Ondaatje:
In the early fifties, an 11-year-old Sri Lankan boy boards a ship bound
for England. At mealtimes, he is seated at the “cat’s table,” as far from
the captain’s table as is possible. He sits with two other boys and a
ragtag group of insignificant adults. As the ship makes its way across
the Indian Ocean into the Mediterranean Sea, the boys tumble from
one adventure to another, “bursting all over the place like freed
mercury.” An entertaining read.
Novel, 269 pages
Also available as e-book, LP, CD

Questions about OHLC’s book groups? For information about
the Coupeville group, contact Gaye Rodriguey, gaye@tobysuds.com,
678-3561. Leona McKee is the contact person for the 2nd Wednesday
group, 675-5712, bcmac68@comcast.net. Newcomers always welcome!
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Comings & goings

Thank you

We’re happy to welcome Agnes Bos back to the
community and to our church family! A longtime member (her
parents were OHLC charter members Bernard and Verna
Christensen), Agnes has been living in Everson, WA for the past
few years. Please note her new address: 165 SW 6th Avenue
#304, Oak Harbor; 360-739-5082. Welcome home, Agnes!

Jeremiah 1:5 - “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.”
Luke 12:7 - “...and even the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
n behalf of the Pregnancy Care Clinic, I want to thank each and
every one of you for your contribution to the Baby Bottle
Boomerang. Just as stated in Luke 12:7, like every hair is numbered,
every penny is numbered and we strive to be good stewards of your
donations to help all God’s children, male or female, who feel lost, afraid
or alone regarding pregnancy and post pregnancy issues. We offer hope
and care, clothing, diapers, formula, etc., for as long as needed. We have
a qualified nurse who volunteers her time to do pregnancy testing and
ultra sounds, all free and confidential.
If you have any questions, please feel free to ask me, or visit the
facility and see the blessings of your giving. God bless you. Have a fun
and safe summer.
Morrie Parker, OHLC’s liaison with the PCC

Another longtime member, Verna Pommerenke,
thanks everyone who helped make her 80th birthday party such a
success after worship on Sunday, June 9. Her last Sunday with
us at worship was July 16, and she’s now moved to Boise to be
nearer her daughter Kim Moore and family. Please note Verna’s
new address: 5850 N Five Mile Road, Suite 263, Boise, ID
83713. Verna and her late husband, Ed, joined OHLC in
September 1969. A member of the Harbor Choir and, more
recently, the Praise Team, Verna was a mainstay of our
children’s Sunday School program and VBS for many years.

hank you to those who helped make this summer’s Vacation Bible
School a memorable event! Our volunteers included Amy
Christensen, Donna Fanning, Ben Richards, Kendall Gibbons, Julie
Noddin, Peg Fosnaugh, Michelle Tull, Peggy Koch, Judy Lycksell,
Pastor Marc Stroud, Natalie Stone, Beth Stephens, Heather Quick, Isabel
Carr, Dan & Yuli Fosso, Micha Burrow, Johannes Christensen, and Gaye
Rodriguey.
Thanks, too, to the women of Deborah Circle as well as Miria
Stephens and Mary Brock, and to all who helped assemble and
disassemble things for VBS week, including moving out the pews in the
sanctuary and putting them all back in place again afterwards.
We had 40 children registered for the week of July 10-14.

Farewell and Godspeed to Dan and Karen Bowers,
who are moving to Arizona to be near their daughter Rachel and
the grandchildren. Karen has been OHLC’s “layette lady” for
the past 23 years, nearly singlehandedly assembling, packing,
and paying shipping costs for an astonishing number of baby
care kits for Lutheran World Relief.

Can you help?

Christiane Weber, VBS coordinator

unchy Monday is almost here!
With the advent of the new school year, Munchy Monday – our
early-release Monday afternoon outreach to Oak Harbor High School
students – is coming back! If you are interested either in volunteering as
a shepherd or to provide food let us know.
Our first day will be Monday, September 18. Sign up on the
opportunity form or contact me if you have any questions.
Beth Stephens, bethasteph@gmail.com

Included in this newsletter are Prayer Ventures and The Spirit
for August.
The deadline for articles for the September newsletter is
Monday, August 21.
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Worship assistants: August

Worship attendance

August 6
9:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Rick Culbertson
Communion Assts.: Peg. Fosnaugh,
Peggy Koch
Music: Men’s Ensemble
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs

Date
8:00 AM
May 21
54
June 4
91
June 11
71
Average Att.
72

Acolyte: Micah Burrow
Computer: Mary Brock
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Assisting Min.: Trudy Decker
Piano: Kris Bruland

August 13
9:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Georgette Anglum
Communion Assts.: Candi Amarelo,
Music: Praise Team
Presider: Pastor Marc Stroud
Cantor: Carol Reafs

Date
June 18
June 25
July 2
July 9
July 16
July 23
Average Att.

Acolyte: Sadie Harbaugh
Computer: Sheila Ryan
Organ/Piano: Verna Morgan
Assisting Min.: Judy Fantauzzi
Piano: Kris Bruland

August 20
9:30 AM

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: Josh Margraf
Communion Assts.: Peg. Fosnaugh,
Peggy Koch
Presider: Pastor Jay Decker
Cantor: Carol Reafs

Acolyte: Johannes Christensen
Computer: John Fowkes
Organ/Piano: Kris Bruland
Assisting Min.: D. Wysomierski
Piano: Kris Bruland

June & July

10:30 AM
94
109
110
104

9:30 AM
174
142
161
133
130
147
149

Coupeville
19
20
12
17

Coupeville
13
15
21
20
22
17
18

Nursery
6
8
0
5

Nursery
2
3
3
0
0
0
1

July 30 will be included in the next issue’s statistics
Average Sunday attendance: 177

August 27 – Worship & Church Picnic at Muzzall farm!
11:00AM
Note time
&
location!

6:30 PM

Assisting Minister: John Fowkes
Communion Assts.: Marge Moore,
Gisela Hawley
Presider: Pastor Jeffrey Spencer
Cantor: Carol Reafs

Lesser Festivals & Commemorations
August

Assisting Min.: M. Anderson
Piano: Kris Bruland

8 Dominic, founder of the Order
of Preachers (Dominicans), 1221
10 Lawrence, deacon, martyr, 258
11 Clare, Abbess of San Damiano, 1253
13 Florence Nightengale, 1910, Clara
Maas, 1901, renewers of society
14 Maximilian Kolbe, 1941,
Kaj Munk, 1944, martyrs

Little Lutheran bags – Colleen Hamblin

Financial report

May & June

Income
Outgo

May
$ 54,170
35,739
$ 18,431

Year to date
$ 186,241
192,657
$ (6,416)

Income
Outgo

June
$ 32,085
30,122
$ 1,963

Year to date
$ 218,328
224,429
$ (6,102)

15 Mary, Mother of our Lord
20 Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux,
1153
24 Bartholomew, Apostle
28 Augustine, Bishop of Hippo,
430, Moses the Black,
martyr, 405

This month’s decorative font is
Drop caps are
9

Sundown.
.

SUNDAY
MONDAY
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears
All nature sings, and round me rings
the music of the spheres.
This is my Father’s world; I rest me in the thought
of rocks and trees, of skies and seas;
his hand the wonders wrought.
Maltbie D. Babcock, ELW #824, st. 1

6

7

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1
9:00 Blanket Workshop

2
9:00 Blanket Workshop

3

4

5

12:00 Coupeville
Book Group

1:30 Breastfeeding USA

10:00 Deborah Circle

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

5:30 SPIN Board
6:00 Knitting Group

9

10

7:00 Boy Scouts
8
10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of St.
Bernard

1:00 Book Group

6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps

7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

7:00 Solutions
14

15

16

Worship/Healing prayer
9:30

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30
13
Worship
9:30

TUESDAY

10:00 CADA Parenting
Class

11

9:00 Women’s
fellowship,
spring roll workshop

10:00 Deborah Circle

5:15 Praise Team
10:00 CADA Parenting
Class
17

18

10:00 Deborah Circle
5:00 Cultural Homestay
7:00 Solutions

7:00 Boy Scouts

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group

20

21 Newsletter Deadline

22

23 OHLC at SPIN Café

24 OHLC at SPIN Café

10:30 Stamping Group
12:00 Brotherhood of
St. Bernard

1:00 Library Committee

9:30

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

6:00 Lydia Circle
6:15 4-H K-9 Korps
7:00 Solutions

27

28

10:00 CADA Parenting
Class

6:00 Sister City
fundraising event
25

26

10:00 Deborah Circle
5:15 Praise Team
6:00 Knitting Group
7:00 Overeaters Anon.

29

Worship/Church Picnic
at Muzzall Farm 11:00

30

31

11:30 OHLC Staff

10:00 Deborah Circle

The church calendar
is updated regularly
on OHLC’s website,

HIS KIDS PRESCHOOL
Summer break!

www.oakharborlutheran.org

6:00 Knitting Group
Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

19

5:00 Cultural Homestay

Vespers/Coupeville 6:30

Worship

12

7:00 Solutions

7:00 Boy Scouts
7:00 Scout Board of Rev.

7:00 Overeaters Anon.

10

For information about
registration
for the 2017-2018 school
year, contact the church
office, 679-1561.

